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DEMOCRATS FEAR AIR POLLS 





Theatre Guild Cool 


on Shaw's Plays, 


- Too Costly; Problem of O'Neill, Too 








The Theatre Guild has quietly 
walked out on George Bernard Shaw 
and, in secret hush-hush conclaves, 
is wondering whether it mightn’t be 
wise to forget all about Eugene 
O'Neill also. Guild figures both play- 

ts, aces in its hand previously, 
too costly nowadays and thinks that 
perhaps it has reached the stage 
where it can retain its prestige with- 
out them. 

Next G. Bernard Shaw play will 
be done in the U. S. by Gilbert Mill- 
ér. Guild did most of the others, los- 
ing money on the past three or four 
especially... Rates and percentages to 
Shaw are so very high and his ideas 
on casting and production so distinct 
as to make production of his pieces 
an. expensive matter. And _ then, 
when they don’t happen to click, as 
‘Simpleton of the Unexpected Isles’ 
two seasons ago failed to do, for in- 
stance—well, it costs a lot of coin. It 

bsorbs whatever is made on two or 

ree productions by noi-so-well 
known writers. So when the ques- 
of Shaw’s newest play came up 

the Guild quietly decided to skip it. 

As to O'Neill, there is a question. 
Guild has sponsored the author for 
years, producing two of his Pulitzer 
prize winners. It has had a number 
of smashing successes from O'Neill, 
topping * ‘with ‘Strange Interlude.’ 
And it has lost a lot of money on 
Q’Neill’s plays. ‘Mourning Becomes 
Electra,’ which was one of the good 
ones, and which ran for a long time 
and which went on the road for 
long tours, wound up in the 
Ted. On the other hand, ‘Ah 
Wilderness’ was a distinct money- 

(Continued on page 55) 


REAL RIVETERS 
IN NEW PLAY 


Most unusual departure in casting 
is being made for ‘Iron Men,’ a 
drama due for presentation early in 
the new season by Norman. Bel 
Geddes Cast will include five ‘struc- 
tural steel workers and riveters. 
They will have lines in the per- 
formance, during which the men will 
be seen putting girders in place and 
using the natural language of the 

men. 
_ Manager, who is both scenic de- 
Signer and producer, came through 
with a hit last season in ‘Dead End,’ 
realistic setting for which was 
(Continued on page 47) 











‘GILBERT MEETS SULLIVAN’ 


London, Aug. 4 

Louis F. Blumenthal has bought 
the rights to ‘Gilbert Meets Sullivan,’ 
Play based on the lives of the Eng- 
lish operetta collaborators. 

Intends to produce it on Broad- 
Way in the early fall. Gaumont- 
British has the film rights. 








Sponsored Canditlates 





Ford Motor Co. has been ap- 
proached through the.N. W. 
Ayer agency on a ‘proposition 
to underwrite a series of broad- 
casts on NBC. which would 
alternately . present . President 
Roosevelt and Alfred M. Landon 
in 15-minute talks. 

If Ford okays ‘the project it 
will be the first time that an 
advertiser has asgumied the ex- 
pense of. broadcasting the views 
of two opposing political.candi- 
dates. 


As an alternate to the 15- 
minute idea, it has been sug- 
gested that Ford stand the ex- 
pense of a weekly hour, with 
the broadcast taking on the 
form of e2 platform’ debate. 
Each candidate would be al- 
lowed 15 minutes for opening 
argument anc another 15 min- 
utes for rebuttal. 


NBC TOURISTS 
MULTIPLY; 2c 
MILE HELPS 


National Broadcasting Co.’s studio 
tour business at Radio City, New 


York, is running approximately 
25% higher than at this time last 
year. Present indié¢ations are that 
the three big months of June, July 
and August, when NBC studio tour 
obtains its greatest returns from 
tourist biz, will hit nearly 200,000 
guests. Month of July topped 60,000 
paid guests ogsingl 

month of 1935. 

June business was 47,928 against 
41,401 in the same’ month last year. 
Tour officials expegt visitors on the 
radio studio jaunt to reach 80,000 in 
August compared ie the 73,921 total 
registered in tbat month 

(Continued @m page 33) 


Revue’s Jan Session 


One idea being mulled for “Tickets 
for Two,’ revue which the Shuberts 
are readying, is a glorified jam ses- 
sion, using the cream of the current 
swing artists en masse. If possible 
a conglomerate array of topnotchers 
would be drafted, but if not avail- 
able, a single name band would be 
used. 

Trick staging is to play an impor- 
tant part in the production number, 
with some new gadgets introduced. 
Vincente Minnelli, who is staging, 
has been working on this for some 
time. 

Show may emerge as ‘Raise the 
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rE Ble BIZ 
MANIPULATION 


Strong Anti-Roosevelt Tinge 
of Many Business Execs 
Held a Menace to ‘Fair- 
ness’ of Straw Votes 
Among Studio Audiences 





WEBS JITTERY 





Opinion is strongly. divided within 
the executive ranks of NBC and Co- 
lumbia on the question as to whether 
advertisers should be permitted to 
broadcast the results of privately 
conducted polls on présidential pref- 
erences. In either web one faction 
holds that radio should not lend it- 
self to such devices because of the 
distorted pictures they might project, 
while the pro element, led by the 
sales department, argues that straw- 
vote taking is a legitimate function 
and that if it’s okay for a publica- 
tion to earry results, the same should 
apply to broadcasting. 

What. the opponents of the poll 
idea fear most is the charge from 
Democratic quarters that, since the 
heads of most of the networks’ ma- 
jor commercials are openly anti- 
Roosevelt, there is possibility of vote 
stacking and tampering. If the polls 
are to be taken among studio audi- 
ences what would there be to pre- 
vent the advertiser. from swinging 
things his way, sinée he holds con- 

(Continued om, page 55) 


Radio Salutes WB 








Immediately after word was 
sent to stations last night 
(Tuesday) by the American So- 
ciety of Composers, Authors 
and Publishers. advising that 
they were free to resume ithe 
broadcasting of Warner Bros. 
music, all three major networks 
and most of thé indie N. Y. 
stations started “making ar- 
rangements for airing pro- 
grams tonight (Wednesday) cel- 
ebrating the event. In the case 
of NBC. and .Columbia, the 
‘salute to Warner Bros.’ will run 
an hour each, while Mutual will 
make it a half hour out of 
WOR, Newark. 

NBC’s program will be 
cleared over a blue (WJZ) 
hookup from 9 to 10 p. m., with 
H. Leopold Spitalny batoning 
the orchestra and guest artists. 
CBS will devote the 11:30 to 
12:30 p. m. stretch to Warner 
music by Hal Kemp, Clyde Lu- 
cas, Jan Garber and Benny 
Goodman bands. With Mutual it 
will be a_  studio-built show 
headed by Nat Brusiloff and 
with some official from ASCAP, 
probably E. C. Mills, putting in 
a few words. Local indies 
which will join in the celebra- 
tion, but through their own 
transmitters, include WMCA, 
WHN, WNEW and WENX. 




















Amus, Tax Chiselers Rounded Up 
By U.S. Probers; Nearly 5006 in N. Y. 





G.O.P.’s Own Engineers 


Networks no like the prac- 
tice of the National Republican 
Committee of assigning its own 
engineers on speaker pickups, 
but rather than antagonize the 
party’s moguls,the webs. are 
suffering in silence, 

Held respomsible for giving 
the Republicans the idea is Hill 
Blackett, of the -Blackett-Sam- 
ple-Hummert. agency. Blackett 
figures that the party’s spell- 
binders have enough handicaps 
from the mike angle without 
taking any chances on the me- 
chanics of the pickup. 


DALLAS’ NUDIE 
STUFF. GETS 
Ist SQUAWK 


"Dallas, Aug. 4, 

First nite performance, heated en- 
tirely by suggestion, went on at 
Texas Centennial exposition Thurs- 
day (30) when Streets of All Na- 
tions changed to a new show. On 
the same night, Nations’ dance team 
got away with its clothed but un- 
inhibited act, the ‘Life Class’ in 
Streets of Paris was padlocked by 
grounds police chief, reputedly on 
request of mayor of Dallas. 

‘Life Class’ was purely a peep 
show where patrons were provided 
with easels and sketching materials. 
Two girls executed three poses of 
about 30 seconds each. Girls were 
entirely unclothed and not made up. 
Their poses were straight. 

Heat at Nations new show is pro- 
vided by team of Alfredo and Do- 
lores, billed as Cubans, doing ‘la 
cubanola.’ Act represents tantalizer 
leading the grovelling male. It got 


(Continued on page 12) 


Loyal Spanish Actors 
Helping Official Cause 


(By Cable, Passed by Censor) 


Gradual restoration of normalcy 
here has resulted in the reopening of 
film houses and variety theatres. 
Most of the civil warring between 
rightists and leftists (the latter cur- 
rently in power), is taking place out- 
side this city. 

Many actors are members of the 
loyalist militia, while most actresses 
have joined the Red Cross. 

Benefits for poor families, revo- 
lutionary victims and emergency 
hospitals are under way, with the 
profession co-operating, 























Washington, Aug. 4. 

Theatres, niteries and otner amuse- 
ment spots in New York, holding out 
on government admission cut, forked 
over nearly $500,000 in back taxes 
when rounded up by undercover 
probers during the past year, ac« 
cording to the Internal Revenue 
Bureau. 

Reported that collectors on Works 
Progress projects have discovered 
additional revenue due treasury of 


$16,494,811. The Revenue Bureau 
said that up to June 30,. $13,911,807 


‘in delinquencies have been assessed 
|} in miscellaneous levies, including the 


admissions tax. Since figures by col- 
lection districts have not been 
broken down, officials were unable to 
state how much of this amount was 
levied against amusements. 

Gotham chiselers gave up $465,620 
in box-office taxes out of a total of 
nearly $7,000,000 collected and as- 
sessed in New York for miscellane- 
ous imposts. Substantial amount 
came from cabarets and bars which 
tried to duck impost on cover 
charges and minimum checks, 


PIX DEVOURING 
TIN PAN ALLEY? 


The ever-growing affinity between 
tin pan alley and Holiywood fore- 
casts, according to the picture bunch, 
the inevitable closer alliance of the 
music copyright holders with motion 
picture production. This would also 
take in the potentialities of tele- 
vision. 

So much so, the film bunch argues, 
that the days of the independent 
music publisher are limited if not 
having a Hollywood or picture affili- 
ation. Some even see, ultimately, a 
gigantic pool of one big copyright- 
holding group, with film money in 
the background. 

On the other hand, the indie pub- 
lishers point to song hits 1-2-3-4 last 
month being all non-film tunes. And 
counter-argument to this, from the 
Hollywood-tin pan proponents, is that 
this is the freak exception rather 
than the rule. And even if so, so 
what? Meaning that without the 
Hollywood b.r., it’s a matter of num« 
bered days. 











SWINGIN’ THE BARD 


Ben Bernie Follews Frank Fay a4 
Shakespearean 





Ethel Barrymore will guestar on 
Ben Bernie’s show Aug. 11 over 
WJZ at 9 p.m. EDST. Duo will en- 
act a scene from Shakespeare. Af- 
terwards the actress may present a 
piano solo. 

Frank Fay did ‘Romeo and Juliet” 





|with Jane Cowl a month ago, | 
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RADIO SEEN AS PATSY 10 EXPLAIN 
POOR CINEMA GROSSES OVER SUMMER 


WS. Hart Disallowed 
Heavy Hollywood. Production May Make Stars Interest on His 856 
Unavailable for Air Dates — Exhibs’ Resolution 


+ William S. Hart’s request that 
P; M t R di tm ao agree ome to ms 
im interest on the : whic 
IX ce on adio was awarded him by a jury last 
April in his $500,000 action for 
Hollywood, Aug. 4. breach of contract was denied by 
Definite cognizance of ex- || N. Y. Supreme Court Justice Philip 
hibitor protest against picture J. McCook Friday (31). Hart's at- 
names on radio was taken by torneys sought to collect over $53,000 
the Producers’ Association at a interest which they figured was due 
meeting Monday (3). Although on the $85,000, covering a period 
no resolution was adopted to || from November, 1925, to last April. 
curtail the practice, a commit- In denying the request Justice 
tee will be appointed this week McCook held that it would be a 
to meet with radio representa- || matter of speculation on the part of 
tives. for a solution of the prob- the court to attempt to determine an 
lem. amount of interest, if any, due the 
It’s indicated that a change in 
the Academy’s basic player con- 
tract may result which would 
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PAR HAS LEGIT 
PRODUCTION | 
YEN AGAIN | 




















On the Wagon 


Hollywood, Aug. 4. 

The growing station - wagon 
method of transportation’ has 
percolated to Hollywood and 
now the picture bunch is won- 
dering who will be the first to 
show up at a premiere in a 
Rolls Royce station wagon. 

In the east, around the fash- 
ionable New York and near- 
Connecticut sectors, the young- 
sters. pile into the station 
wagons to attend roadhouses, 
etc., and some have even made 
cross-country hops that way, 
but it’s still more or less of a 
new thing out here. 


Sydney and Fonda Will 














Radio Has More Cause to Worry Than Vice Versa— 








Legit producing activity by Para- | 
mount similar to that which it in- 
dulged through Charles Frohman 
some years ago is a possibility but 
depends on the change of attitude 
among picture concerns to the new 
Dramatists’ Guild contract. 

Adolph Zukor, who made the old 
deals with the Frohman office and 
is said to favor renewed legit pro- 
duction by Par, is waiting to see 
what \the situation will be before 
making any moves. 

Under the old alliances, Par had 
the leases on the Lyceum and Em- 


Star in Walt Wanger’s 
Initial Italian Film pire. Both went out with bahk- 
ruptcy. Par making no effort to hold 


4 onto the houses. Company still owns 
: the Frohman film rights, but has 
not produced plays through it for 
some years. \ 

With film companies resenting the 











Radio and advertising agencies in 
the east, mulling the film squawk 
against picture stars on the air, now 
take the position that radio has done 
plenty for the film adjunct, even 
unto exploitation of mediocre film 
entertainments. Radio states that the 
summer being a slack season any- 
way, plus the fact that the dearth of 
strong pictures was unusually acute, 
this probably caused some exhibitors 
to ‘finger-point at something—any- 
thing. Hence, radio. This despite 
that films in the past wooed radio 
for the ballyhoo values, such as 
disk platters of the stars’ voices with 
the audible trailers and other forms 
of exploitation. ; 

Radio, if anything, is really con- 

















Hollywood, Aug. 

Walter Wanger’s first production 
in Italy next spring will co-star Syl- 
via Sidney and Henry Fonda. Wan- 


cowboy star, in view of conflicting 
dates introduced at the trial of the 
action. 


cerned about the major companies’ 
gencral inteations to up pztoduction 
schedules. This would create a real 
problem. Already it’s done it in the 
past through pencilled-in talent sud- 
denly being called away from radio 
into film work. Whether on location 
or in Hollywood, some studios and 
some stars wont entertain any sup- 
plementary radio broadcasting while 
making a picture. It’s a cue from the 
Eddie Cantor idea of not feeling he 
can do justice to his radio programs 
once he starts film production. 

If the studios are to maintain top 


prohibit airing of film stars un- 
less appearance is construed as 
an exploitation aid for a pic- 
ture and enhances the player’s 
value at the box office. 
Understood a flood of exhib- 
itor mail into the Hays office 
the past few weeks is respon- 
sible for the producers’ action. 
Expected that radio will be 
represented by network and 
agency production heads. 














production schedules during the fail! 


and winter it will limit the stellar 
and featured personnel considerably, 
to the degree they might prefer to 
take vacations between shootings, 
rather than take’ on any other as- 
signments via the ethel. 





Exhibis File Appeal . 
Los Angeles, Aug. 4. 

‘Pull picture names off the air’ is 
the lament of the board of directors 
of the Independent Theatre Owners 
of Southern California and Arizona, 
200 strong, outlined in resolution 
sent to Coast studios and newspapers 
sponsoring picture names on the 
ether. 

Other resolutions from_ similar 
bodies throughout the nation are ex- 
pected to follow California’s entry to 
choke off broadcasting locally or 
cross-country by personalities under 
contract to picture studios. 

Copies of the local resolution were 


(Continued on page 54) 


--———  ____ 


“ARIETY 


Trade Mark Registered 

FOUNDED BY SIMB SILVERMAN 

Published Weekly by VARIETY, Inc. 
Sid Silverman, President 

154 West 46th Street, New York City 














SUBSCRIPTION 
Foreign....... $7 





Vol. 123 





—_—asa——— 


Advance Production Chart 21 








| Sy 2 Aol - 61 
ERMOURUG bobo ccasscisesoa 2 Oe 
COP Site ces eteesscn Oe 
EE Vy p'kc504.04 8a 0u Se | 
Bupsoitation .......sisece- 19 
15 and 50 Years had: segs 48 
Film Reviews ............ 16-17 
House Reviews ........... 50 
Inside—Legit ...........06 42 
Inside Musie¢ .........sc0¢ 41 
Inside—Pictures ......... 6 
Inside—Radio ............ 30 
International News ...... 12-13 
Fo? ae Pe 42-46 
IIR hain CON dda e's sacaee 27 
SL Go yet 38-41 
News from the Dailies... 53 
Es oO 48 
ii ansk kee'ssscccte 54 
CE Sun chess cecess 55 
_—'..... Se eres ae 2-29 
0 SR ee 30-38 
Radio—Reports ............ 34 


Radio—New Business..... 36 


Radio—Showmanship .... 35 
Times Square ...........-- 53 
Vaudeville .........-e00-- 48-49 























MORE UNIVERSAL FILM 
STUDIO REALIGNMENTS 


Hollywood, Aug. 4. 

Charles R. Rogers is expected to 
intercede in behalf of William J. 
Fender, his former aide, who re- 
signed as Universal studio manager 
last weekend; following heated argu- 
ment with William Koenig, execu- 
tive studio head. Koenig is said to 
have demanded Fender’s resignation, 
latter complying. 

Archie Hall, dismissed at U five 
weeks ago during a lot cleanup, is 
returning there as technical advisor. 
Hall, who had been with U for 23 
years, was oldest employee in length 
of service with company. 

Rogers has appointed Charles Bea- 
han as scenario and story editor for 
both east and west. Betty Roberts, 
heretofore handling department at 
studio; becomes assistant to Beahan, 
while Elsa Newberger continues in 
charge of New York. 











R. H. Cochrane, president of Uni- 
versal, returned to N. Y. Monday 
(3) from European cruise lasting six 
weeks. He was accompanied by his 
wife and son, Robert, Jr., his first 
extensive vacation in a number of 
years. 





London ‘Reporter’ Folds 
As Stockholders Step In 


London, Aug. 4. 

Debenture“hdlders of: the U.C.P. 
Publishing Co., Ltd., put a receiver 
in on the London Reporter. This 
was the film trade daily published 
by W. R. Wilkerson, who also pub- 
lishes the Hollywood  Repurter. 
Frank Tilley, local film publicist, 
was managing editor. 

London Reporter suspended pub- 
lication July 29 and was immediate- 
ly put into liquidation. 








Ferry’s Idea 


London, July 26. 

Lou Holtz was wanted by Max 
Schach to do a film, foux weeks guar- 
antee at $5,000 per. Felix Ferry 
would only grant permission on con- 
dition that Schach bought the film 
rights of Ferry’s new show, due at 
the Adelphi and in which Holtz is 
to sta~. 

No deal. 








MacLean’s Unit Set 


Hollywood, Aug. 4 
The Douglas MacLean production 
unit for Grand National took quar- 
ters today (Tuesday) at the RKO- 
Pathe studios. 
Siart first week in September on 
initial picture, ‘23% Hours Leave.’ 











Gals Won't Quit 
Hollywood For 
$60 Bway Jobs 


Hollywood, Aug. 4. 

Time was when no self-respecting 
New York chorine would leave 
Broadway to go on tour, no matter 
what inducements might be held out 
by the legit producers. 

Now Hollywood gals are refpsing 
to go east for theatrical jobs, even 
when iron-clad contracts are offered 
them. 

Mack Miller, N. Y. press agent, 
here trying to line up show girls to 
take east, met with slim results. 
Other showmen have even found it 
tough to induce girls to go to San 
Diego (135 miles south) to take $60 
a week jobs at the Fair. 

Gals would rather take a chance 
in Hollywood and miss a few meals, 
with the hope that some producer 
may get a load of what they’ve got 
and give them a film break. New 
York, and even San Diego, are too 
far from the magnetic celluloid for 
them.’ 


MARK HELLINGER ON COAST 


Hollywood, Aug. 4. 
Mark Hellinger planed in today 








ger brought pair together first in 
‘Trail of the Lcnesome Pine,’ and 
now plans to use them in “Three 
Time Loser.’ Latter is from ‘an orig 
by Gene Towne and Graham Baker. 
Picture slated for Sept. 1 start, with 
no director assigned. 

Warners has loaned Frank Bor- 
zage to Wanger tu direct ‘History Is 
Made at Night,’ producer’s second 
for United Artists release. 

Towne and Baker also did the 
original. Charles Boyer is set to 
star. Present starting date is Oct. 1. 


GOLDWYN PLANS TWO 
MUSICALS THIS FALL 


Hollywood, Aug. 4. 
Production of two musicals prior 
to Jan. 1 is plan of Samuel Goldwyn. 
One will be ‘Goldwyn Follies.’ 
Former will be an all-star revue. 
George Haight is working on the 
book musical. 











Watt and Coleman Made 
Full Fledged Directors 


Hollywood, Aug. 4. 

Another assistant director gets 
promotion to full-fledged rank. Bud- 
dy Coleman, assistant to Frank 
Capra at Columbia, draws his first, 
‘Cross Fire,’ featuring Charles Star- 
rett and Mary Blake. 

After nine years as assistant di- 
rector to Lewis Milestone, Nate Watt 
has been given directorial assign- 
ment at Paramount. He is slated to 





(Tuesd2y ) for a story conference at 
20th-Fux on his original, ‘Six Girls 
and Lezth.’ 





‘William Boyd 
| Sherman for Par release. 


do ‘Hopalong Cassid} Returns,” next 
starrer by Harry 





Cantor's $333,333 Per Picture for 3 


Pix at 20th-Fox: 


Goldwyn's Release 





Hollywood, Aug. 4. 

Eddie Cantor and Sam Goldwyn 
have agreed to disagree as of last 
Saturday (1), and papers are now 
being prepared whereby he will go 
into the 20th Century-Fox fold to 
make three features in the next two 
years. For this work, it is under- 
stood, he will draw a total of $1,- 
000,000. This is highest individual 
price that any company has con- 
tracted with a star per picture, as 
amount for each is $333,333.33. 

During past week attorneys for 
Cantor and Goldwyn conferred on 
the matter of a release. Goldwyn, it 
is said, felt that as long as Cantor 
was dissatisfied, and he himself is 
il, that an amicable settlement 
should be brought about of their 
contractual relations. Mendel Silber- 
berg, Judge Isaac Pacht and Milton 
M.. Black represented Cantor, and 
George W. Cohen of Loeb, Walker & 
Loeb, handled the Goldwyn end. 
Neither of the principals attended 
the sessions between attorneys, as 
Cantor was in San Diego making 
personal appearances, and Goldwyn 
is convalescing in his Bev Hills 
home. 

It is understood that the settlement 
provides that Cantor take over for 
himself ‘Never Say Die,’ the Willie 


Collier play which Goldwyn bought 


in 1934, and which he wanted Can- 


tor to do as his next pic. Also, Cantor 
is to reimburse Goldwyn for what- 


ever money has been expended on 
writing and preliminary expenses of 
his next pic assignment. This 
amount is unascertainable, but likely 
to run around $25,000. 

Cantor came into town on Satur- 
day to sign the papers and then pro- 
ceeded to San Francisco where he is 
to appear at the Golden Gate next 
week. 

George Jessel; who was at the 
Goldwyn studio writing a_ story 
based on the life of Cantor, went off 
the producer’s payroll with the set- 


: tlement of the star’s contract. 


Understood that papers for the 
deal with 20th-Fox are being pre- 
pared and will be signed on the ar- 
rival here of Abe Berman, New York 
attorney for Cantor, from Europe 
within a few days. 

Cantor would start on the 20th 
contract around Sept. 1, prior to 
which he would do several weeks 
of personal appearances and rear- 
range his radio schedule so that it 
would not interfere with pic mak- 
ing. 20th-Fox is reported tc have 
story already in hand for Cantor to 
make and will probably take ‘Never 
Say Die’ off his hands as part of its 
contractual deal with the comedian. 

Cantor has been making pix for 
Goldwyn since 1929, his first being 
“Whoopee,” and they were an annual 
event, with Cantor, though making 
expensive films, being a profitable 





employee for Goldwyn, 


new Dramatists’ Guild contract, an 
agreement among the majors was 
reached to stay out of the legit field, 
including the backing of any shows. 
Should Par go through with this, it 
would break the .agreement, with 
other companies ~~ following 
| suit, 


FIRST OLYMPIC: SHOTS 
DUE IN ON ZEPPELIN 


First newsreel pictures of actual 
Olympic Games competition may 
reach this country on Zep Hindene 
burg, due in N. Y. next Saturday. 
Initial shots were taken Sunday (2) 
of three Americans winning high 
jump, the first heats in several 
dashes and other field events, If 
these reached Paris, after being 
carried there by plane, in time to 
make a Monday or Tuesday boat, 
some newsreel executives in N. Y. 
believe first prints may come by 
steamship. 

Inability of representatives of 
U. S. film companies to make con- 
nections with fast liners, however, 
prompted several to take a chance 
on expediting shipment by using'the 
Zep, which figures to make the trip 
in about 48 hours. 

Preliminary views of the Olym- 
pics before the contests actually 
started reached N. Y. Monday (3) 
via the Normandie. 

German newsreel firms or oper- 
ating companies on German soil are 
supplying coverage for U. S. news- 
reelers. 


SAILINGS 


Aug. 18 (San Francisco to Mel- 
bourne) Mr. and Mrs. Stuart Doyle, 
Walter Hutchinson (Monterey). 

Aug. i2 (New York to London) 
George Stone (Queen Mary). 

Aug. 5 (New York to London) Ir. 
Henry Moskowitz (Aquitania). 

Aug. 5 (London to New York) 
Andre Robert, Jean Coupan, Sen. 
Murvhy and Mrs. Murphy (Ile de 
Fran), 

Aug. 5 (New York to London) Mr. 
and Mrs. Fred Astaire, Peggy Hop- 
kins Jeyce Laura LaPlante, Mr. and 
Mrs. A J. McCosker, Ethel Merman, 
Alec W:ugh, Leon Leonidoff, Bur- 
ton Hoimes, Mr. and Mrs. Sam Eck- 
man, J:., Sidney Solomon, Robert 
Ritchie, Mr. and Mrs. Otto Roth 
(Normandie). 

Aug. 5 (London to New York) 
Fred Perry (Queen Mary). 

Aug. 5 (London to New York) Mr. 
and Mrs. Clifford Fischer, Anda 
Glenn, Mr. and Mrs. Kamerov, Louis 
Blumenthal Dreana (Ile de France). 

Aug. 1 (Quebec to London) Jesse 
Lasky, Edward Alperson (Empress 
of Britain). 

Aug. 1 (New York to Havre) Mr. 
and Mis. Joseph Bonnet, Patricia 
Bowman (Champlain). 

Aug. 1 (New York to London) 
Howard Lindsay, Russel] Crouse 
(Transylvania). 

July 29 (New York to London) 
Theresa Helburn, William Fitelson 
(Queen Mary). 

July 29 (London to New York) 
Lee Shubert (Normandie). 


ARRIVALS 
Virgiaia Pine, Mr. and Mrs. James 
J. Watker, Ruth Draper, Gertrude 
Robinsn Smith, Lucienne Delforse, 
Sylvia Reach, Robert H. Cochrane. 
Mary Philbin, Mr. and Mrs. Floyd 
Odlum, Richard CoiJet, John Hay 
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RKO-Radio pictures are protected by 
getting a 10-year franchise in the 
Par-Canadian chain, a circuit of 
around 200 houses, the dominating 
theatre chain in Canada. 

Federal Judge Wiiisam Bopéy has 
signed an order permitting attorneys 
for RCA to take an attive part in 
the RKO reorganization proceed- 
ings. Heretofore, RCA reps have 
attended the hearings as outsiders 
with no official standing, and have 
taken no part up to the present in 
the dispute over the official referee’s 
recommendation that. Rockefeller 
Center be allowed $9:942,293 as its 
settlement share. 

In their application for official 
recognition, RCA attorneys pointed 
out to the Court that it was one of 
the largest holders of RKO bonds 
and stock and as such had a right to 
participate in the reorganization 
matters and to enter its individual 
protest.to the Rockefeller Center al- 
lowance. 

RCA contended that in view of the 
fact that it holds 42% of RKO 10- 
year 6% debentures which are due 
Dec. 1, 1941, and alos 24% of the out- 
standing common stock, it was en- 
titled to have an official say in the 
resettlement and _ reorganization 
matters. 

These holdings are under option to 
the Atlas-Lehman group. 

‘The claim allowance made in fa- 
vor of Rockefeller Center by 
Thomas D. Thatcher, official referee, 
is so great,’ the attorneys contended, 
“that it directly and materially ad- 
versely affects the rights and inter- 
ests of RKO’s debentures and com- 
mon stock and jeopardizes a success- 
ful reorganization.’ 

Total claims to date filed in the 
U. S. District Court against RKO/| 
aggregate $55,121,179, of which 
amount the Court has allowed $16,- 
397,481, it became known when Wil- 
liam J. Donovan entered a claim for 
$85,000 for services as attorney for 
Irving Trust Co., trustee for the film 
organization. Donovan’s claim covers 
the period from Feb. 20 to July 23. 
He had previously received $20,006 
for his services, 

Judge Wiliam Bandy has set Aug. 
11 as the date on which Donovan’: 
claim is to be decided. 


WB’S WRIGHT BROS. PIC 


Hollywood. Aug. 4. 
Haward Mingos and Pierre Coll- 
ings Lave been assigned by Warners 
to prepare screen play on life and 
experiences of the Wright brothers. 














to produce series of features for 
Capital Films. 

Fred Futter will continue to oper- 
ate the Futter enterprises in Holly- 
wood until his brother’s return. 





Parsons Quits at Rep.; 


Becomes a Supervisor 


Hollywood, Aug. 4. 

Lindsley Parsons has resigned ss 
publicity director at Republic, effec- 
tive Aug. 10, and will join the Boots 
and Saddles Productions as a super- 
visor of series of eight westerns fea- 
turing Tex Ritter. 

These pix will be made for Grand 
National release. First is ‘Call Me 
Arizona,’ from story and screen play 
by J. P. McCarthy, scheduled to start 
Aug. 13. 


Grey Delayed 


Brisbane, July 7. 
Zane Grey was figuring on a re- 
turn trip to America this month, but 
| bad weather delayed the schedule of 
‘White De®th,’ which he is shooting 





forced to cancel the trip for the time 
being. 

Grey may return to Sydney for a 
/conference covering his ‘Rangle 
River,’ due for early production by 
Columbia at National. 





‘What Ho’ for Cooper 


Hollywood, Aug. 4. 

‘What Ho,’ a serial by Richard 
Connell, to be published shortly in 
the Satevepost, will be Gary Coop- 
er’s first picture for Major Produc- 
tions. Emanuel Cohen reportedly 
paid $35,000 for the yarn. 

Stury deals with a hick town lad 
who inherits an English estate. 





MAHIN’S THESPIC YEARN 


Hollywood, Aug. 4. 
To satisfy an acting yen, John Lee 
Mahin wrote in the part of a re- 
porter fo: Metro’s ‘Love on the Run’ 
and sugsested himself for the role. 
The s ..dio consented. 








COLBERT’S PRODUCER 


Hollywood, Aug. 4. 
Edward Kaufman will produce 


Radio. 





seeking yarn, 


at Great Barrier and he will be! 


much as.it’s been sénsational news 
nationally. The dailies haven’t had 
a Hollywood yarn in some time. 
John Barrymore’s name _ also 
cropped up before close of Monday's 
session, 
—— ee 


In N. Y., newspapermen for a few 
days endeavored to keep Kaufman's 
name out of the yarn. 


Dionne Quints’ 2d Pic 


Hollywood, Aug. 4. 
All conferences at 20th-Fox on the 
next Dionne quints’ picture are 
awaiting the arrival tomorrow 
| (Wednesday) of Joseph Moskowitz, 
‘'N. Y¥. studio rep. After the details 
are ironed out, Moskowitz planes to 
Ontario for a talk with the quints’ 
guardians. 
Norman Taurog will direct the 
picture as his first on a new deal. 


Goldwyn Seals Hulburd 


Hollywood, Aug. 4. 
{ Merritt Hulburd, Samuel Goid- 
wyn’s executive assistant, has been 
handed a new contract. 

Covenant covers five years with 
options. 




















coming after Katz had viewed rushes. 
Studio film execs are in accord that 
| picture can be made into a big musi- 
cal. 





Six Scribes Ticketed 
By Zanuck at 20th-Fox 


Hollywood, Aug. 4. 

Six new writers, five of whom are 
from radio, have been given term 
contracts by Darryl Zanuck at 20th- 
Fox. In addition, ticket of another 
writer was renewed. 

Former etherizers are Jerry Cady, 
who wrote the Mary Pickford pro- 
grams; Darrell Ware. writer of ‘The 
First Nighter’; Willis Cooper and 
| John Patrick, who did ‘Flying Time,’ 
| and Harry Tugend, Fred Allen scrib. 
| Latter is the renewal. 

Other pair contracted are Eleanor 
Harris and Winifred Wallis. 














McCarey’s First 


Hollywood, Aug. 4 

‘The Years Are So Long’ will be 
initialer for Leo McCarey under his 
‘new three year producer-director 
contract at Paramount. 

He's currently organizing his pro- 
duction unit, selecting writers and 
| Staff. 








Pix Withholds $780,000: Questions 
Validity of Unemployment Ins. Tax 








Hollywood, Aug. 4. 

Picture industry employers, in- 
cluding the major studios, withheld 
last week $780,000, one-third of 
which was collected from employees 
for tax payment under the provision 
of the State Unemployment Insur- 
ance Act. Hoidout was made on the 
claim that the act is unconstitutional 
and, until its legal status is deter- 








posited in special accounts. . 


their weekly wage and amount col- 
lected was $260,000, while under the 
law employers are to pay double that 





i 


Claudette Colbert’s one picture for | amount, or around $520,000. 


Decision was made by the pro- 


Sam Briskin and Kaufman are | ducers at a Hays office meeting {ol- 


mined, money collected will be de- 


Employees’ tax is 45/100 of 1% of | 


held up until a forthcoming decision 
from the State Supreme Court in an 
action testing the validity of the act. 

Warners is the only company 
which has paid, sending in the money 
prior to the meeting. Large com- 
mercial houses did the same as the 
picture business in holding up pay- 
| ment, 





San Francisco, Aug. 4. 
Taking their cue from action. taken 
| by many of the picture companies in 
Hollywood, theatre men here are 
also objecting to payment of the Cal- 
-ifornia State Unemployment Tax. 
which was due prior to Aug. 1. Most 
of the theatre men did not pay the 
tax and those who did turn the 
money over to the state did so under 





lowing advices that payment will be | protest. 





‘IT Was a Captive of Nazi Ger- 
many,’ independent feature produced 
and released by Malvina Pictures re- 
ceived a mild salvo of Bronx chcers 
when it opened last Saturday (1) at 
the Globe on Broadway. Newsreel 
views of Hitler incorporated in early 
film sequences and his portrayal by 
an unbilled performer in the picture 
were the only items that aroused a'l- 
dience to give the razz. 

Film, which was passed by the 
N. Y. state censor board, did not bear 
the customary production code seal 
of the Hays office. The p cture orig- 
inally was submitted to the eastern 
code office of the Motion Picture 
-Producers & Distributors but no ac- 
tion was taken by Haysian officials 
when it was learned that the anti- 
Nazi feature had been produced on 
the west coast. All Coast films go to 
the Joe Breen production code office 
in Hollyweod. : 

‘Captive of Nazi Germany pre- 
sents Isobel Lillian Steele’s own ver- 
sion of her detention in a Nazi gov~- 
ernment prison but no actual Nazi 
‘ail scenes are shown. Whether this 
latter angle would place the picture 
in the category of a straisht propa- 
ganda film ond as such likely to be 
rejected by Hays’ office purity code 
| could not be ascertained. Aside from 
the newsreel’ shots, whole picture 
was filmed in a Coast indie studio. 

Only credit listed for whole sub- 
ject is to Miss Steele, who is billed 
as author. She also plavs the lead- 
ing roie, herself, in relatiny her €*- 
periences in Germany. Al Mannon 
is financially interested but unbilled. 


Radio Sets Michael 


Hollywood. Aug. 4. 

Gertrude Michael, who moved 
over to Radio on termer after she 
won a release from Paramount, has 
been spotted for second femme lead 
in studio’s ‘Daddy and I. 

Anne Shirley and Herbert Mar- 
shall are starred in the Zidn Myers 
production, David Burton directing. 








BRADNA’S BREAK 


Hollywood. Aug. 4. 

Following one year at Paramount, 
Olympe Bradna gets her first tea 
tured role in ‘The Years So Unset 
tled Are.’ with John Howard and 
Frances Farmer. 

Anne Morrison Chapin is 019% 
screen play from Tess Silesinse’§ 
book, 
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Washington, Aug. 4. 

Fat-salary contracts of 20th Cen- 
tury-Fox’s big three executives came 
to light again Monday (2) when the 
securities and Exchange Commission 

‘denied request-to seal portion of 
registration statement covering em- 

‘ ployees’ compensation. Biggest 
weekly pay-envelope goes to Darryl 
F. Zanuck, although gross compen- 
sation of Sidney R. Kent tops the 
roster. Joseph M. Schenck trails 
Zanuck is third highest-paid. [All 
of the executive arrangements were 
made public and submitted to stock- 
holders around a year ago in ac- 
cordance with the merger plan then 
offered. There is nothing new about 
this.] 

With a seven-year contract pro- 
tecting each of the trio, Kent enjoys 
biggest cut in view of generous 
bonus agreement and salary from 
subsidiary company. In addition, he 
has a stock-purchase agreement per- 
mitting him to get in on the ground 
floor at any time during the life of 
the document. 

Guaranteed a salary of $2,500 
weekly, Kent also is to receive $50,- 
000 on each Dec. 31 in addition to 
a payment of $75,000 on Nov. 1, 
1935. He is allowed $200 weekly for 
entertainment expenses, and _ his 
$25,000 salary as president of Na- 
tional Theatres is guaranteed by the 
parent firm. His contracts contain 
the right to buy 60,000 shares of com- 
mon stock at the rate of 10,000 per 
year at a price averaging the stock 
market tag during the first 90 days 

, after listing but not under $10 per 

» Share. In the event of death, the 

y¥ (stock purchase option must be ex- 
ercised within three months by his 
executor. 

Obtaining no stock concessions, 
Zanuck and Schenck were satisfied 
with straight salary agreements. 
Zanuck’s weekly stint brings him 
$5,000, while Schenck gets half this 
amount, 

Geo, White’s Original Pact 

At the same time these contracts 
were disclosed, S. E. C. took lid off 
the final report before reorganization 

and revealed details of other smaller 
contracts which apparently still run. 
Biggest other agreement revealed 
was one with George White, entered 
Sept. 30, 1933, calling for production 
of an annual musical for the suc- 
ceeding five years. For this White 
is to drag down 10% of the first 
$1,000,090 gross, 15% of the next 
$500,000 and 20% of all over $1,500,- 
000. (Since then White has left the 
company.) 

The final report showed Kent col- 
lected $191,460 during the last year 
before the merger; W. C. Michel took 
$36,618; Sydney Towell, $21,890, and 
Winfield R. Sheehan, $300,000. 

Studio paid seven officers, includ- 
ing Treasurer Towell, $71,070: 11 em- 
ployees, including Kent, Schenck and 
Towell, $493,518, and 74 other em- 
Ployees, including directors and ac- 
tors, as well as Sheehan, $4,527.198. 


DR. GIANNINI SEEKING 
BEVHILLS OFFICE SITE 


Hollywood, Aug. 4. 
Headquarters of Dr. A. H. Gian- 
Nini, president of United Articts, will 
moved from the UA studio to 
Beverly Hills around Sept. 1, Cur- 
rently he is looking for a location to 
erect an executive building where 
he will be housed. Giannini figures 
that his offices should be away from 
the studio as he is not actively en- 
&aged in production and wants to de- 
vote his entire time to his executive 
duties. 
He contemplates a trip to New 
ork early in September where he 
will quarter at the home office of 
UA for about six weeks. 


Briton Korda 


London, July 29. 
Alexander Korda, who applied for 
naturalization about 18 months ago, 
becomes a British subject during 
August. 
Executive is the first of the non- 
Native film section here to take the 
Plunge. He's of Hungarian birth, 
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Fitelson with Alperson 


William Fitelson, attorney, sailed 
for London to inaugurate a deal for 
production and distribution between 
British International Picts (London) 
and Grand National Films (N. Y.). 
Edward Alperson, GN prez, preceded 
him abroad. 

BIP had a distribution deal with 
First Division, GN’s preceptor, which 
has run out, although still having 
several films to go. It was strictly 
a retroactive distribution idea. Prob- 
able that the new deal to be made 
now will be along the same lines, 
although there is a further possi- 
bility that Alperson will align his 
company with BIP*in some British 
production also, sending over some 
talent for work abroad, etc. 





Otterson Settlement 
Terms Reported at 
$200,000 Plus Fees 


While Paramount promised John E. 
Otterson it would not divulge the 
amount of the settlement of his con- 
tract, having four years to go, it 
isn’t unexpected that stockholders 
will want to know the figure the 
same as they demanded to see the 
Joseph P, Kennedy report since it 
was costing around $90,000. 

It’s reported at around $200,000 
plus attorneys’ fees. 

Executive opinion in Par is that 
stockholders could force the com- 
pany’s hand with respect to the Ot- 
terson settlement, but that in the ab- 
sence of such action, the directors 
and others in the know insist they 
will keep their promise to Otterson. 
Latter made this a condition of the 
settlement. 

Barney Balaban has taken over the 
specious suite recently vacated by 
Otterson in Paramount’s home office 
at New York. The former president 
spent around $75,000 entirely redec- 
orating the offices, and installing a 
cooling system. 








Lasky, Alperson Abroad 


Jesse L. Lasky sailed from Quebec 
Aug. 1 for brief vacation in Europe. 

Producer plans to return to Holly- 
wood latter part of this month to 
preview ‘The World is Mine’ which 
is being edited by Rouben Mamou- 
lian. 

Ed Alperson, prez of Grand Na- 
tional, on the same boat. 
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a0 SAYS WALL ST. 


American End Enthuses 
About General Setup De- 
spite British Factions 
Deprecating Alleged U.S. 
‘Control’--Schenck Abroad 








TAKE 2-3 WEEKS 





Hollywood, Aug. 4. 


Joe Schenck leaves here to- 
morrow (Wednesday) for N. Y., 
to sail for London on the Gau- 
mont-British deal. 

Film executive dismisses any 
reports anent a hitch of the GB- 
20th Century-Fox-Metre deal. 








| Wall Street indications are that the 
|current talk, emanating from abroad 
about the Metro-20th Century-Gau- 
mont deal being off, is premature. 
Whether the purposes of the present 
negotiations among the companies 
are to be affirmed or cancelled de- 
pends on the findings on the Gau- 
mont-British situation to be made by 
accountants and attorneys for the 
American companies, now looking 
into the London company’s setup. 

The chances are that at least two 
or three weeks may transpire before 
such findings shall have been ana- 
lyzed thoroughly by the American 
firms. 

Presently in London and repre- 
senting Metro in the matter is J. 
Robert Rubin, vice-president and 
general counsel of the American 
firm. Representing 20th Century- 
Fox, in London, at present, and sent 
from New York, is Richard Dwight, 
head of Hughes, Schurman & 
Dwight, general counsel for 20th 
Century-Fox. 

The American accountants in the 
London situation are Price, Water- 
house & Co. 

There is no denying that consid- 
erable enthusiasm for the deal as it 
stands is to be found at Metro, 

$4,000,000 in Cash 

Metro’s end of the deal as ar- 
ranged, thus far, is for that company 
to expend $4,000,000 for an amount 
of G-B stock, from the 20th Century- 
Fox and the Ostrer brothers’ hold- 
ings, sufficient to equalize the Metro 
company’s desired holdings in G-B, 
with those of 20th Century-Fox and 
the Ostrers. Of the total cash in- 
volved in the situation, $2,000,000 
goes to 20th Century and the other 
$2,000,000 to the Ostrers. 

Thus the Ostrers will get not only | 
$2,000,000 cash, under the present; 
terms of the transaction, but addi- 

(Continued on page 12) 








‘the situation. 


Show-Cause Order 


That Bill Fox 


inent Books 





Turn Over His All-Con' 





WB-ASCAP Reunion 





Warner Bros. musical cata- 
logs became available again to 
licensees of the American So- 
ciety of Composers, Authors 
and Publishers with the accept- 
ance of WB’s terms of reunion 
by: the ASCAP board at a 
meeting Monday afternoon (5). 
Details of the reconciliation in 
the music department. Salient 
reason for the patching-up is 
that the WB film end deemed 
itself suffering through the 
schism. 

Reaction of the Department 
of Justice to the settlement of 
the WB-ASCAP dispute is con- 
tained in a story from Washing- 
ton in the radio department. 


Atlantic City, Aug. 4. 

A petition filed in court today 
(Tuesday) by Hiram Steelman, trus- 
tee in bankruptcy for William Fox, 
charged that the $6,100,000 All-Conti- 
nent Corp., listed in the name of 
the former film magnate’s wife, was 
created for the purpose of “tying 
in his own private affairs.” 

As a result of the trustee’s peti- 
tion, Referee Robert E. Steedle or- 
dered the All-Continent concern to 
show cause before him next Tuesday 
(11) why it should not be requested 
to turn over its books for ‘complete 
and thorough examination’ in con- 
nection with Fox’s voluntary bank- 
ruptcy action. 

When Fox sought bankruptcy last 
May 29, he listed debts of $9,535,261. 
He also listed assets of $1,590,100, 











STUDIOS FRET 


AT DIRECTOR 
SHORTAGE 


Hollywood, Aug. 4. 





Lack of directors has several of 


the major studios worried, Cur- 
rently, Radio and Universal are 
switching production skeds about in 
order to obtain services of desired 
meggers. Freelance directors in the 
selling class are lacking, too. Run- 
of-the-mill meggers are plentiful. 

B. P. Schulberg, Emanuel Cohen 
and Walter Wanger are fretful about 
Cohen tried for some 
time to get a handler for Mae West’s 
‘Personal Appearance,’ but found 
none available. He finally had to 
make a borrowing deal with Para- 
mount to get Henry Hathaway. 

William K. Howard and Gregory 
La Cava have been tempted with of- 
fers to return from England. Radio 
wants a replacement for the late 
Stephen Roberts. 


Lee Marcus Gets Supe 





Job at Radio; Gilroy Up 





Hollywood, Aug. 4. 
Sam Briskin has appointed 


by various producers. 


Bert Gilroy replaces Marcus as 


head of studio’s shorts department. 








Hollywood, Aug. 4. 

Adolph Zukor made it known that 
he was the Paramount production 
boss when he issued an order on 
Saturday (1) that all producers on 
the lot in the future would be re- 
sponsible to William LeBaron, head 
of all studio production, directly, 
and relieved producers working un- 
der Harold Hurley and A. M. Bots- 
ford from reporting to the duo in the 
future. 

Hurley and Botsford, who each 
were to have made 11 pictures with 
ithe aid of producers under them, 
will individually make their own 
pics for the 1936-37 slate. Hurley 
is to make six pics in the B-class 
and two or three in the A-division, 
which makes him a new acquisition 
to the A-group of producers. 

Botsford is to make six features in 
the B-division. Producers who 
worked under Hurley and Botsford 
are Eddie Cline, Jack Cunningham, 
William Lackey, Mel Shauer, Sid 
Brod and George Arthur. They will 





PAR STUDIO SHAKEUP: LEBARON 
AT HELM, SHELDON -HENIGSON OUT 


Lee 
Marcus production assistant to su- 
pervise 15 pictures to be turned out 


most of which have subsequently 
been wiped out by sheriffs’ sales in 
California. Creditors announced the 
intentior. before Referee Steedle to 
show that the All-Continent Corp. 
was ‘an alter-ego of William Fox’; 
that the concern refused to turn its 
books over for examination on the 
ground that it was owned by his 
wife. and that its affairs were there- 
fore of no concern to Fox’s creditors. 

The trustee recited in his petition 
| today that ‘throughout the books of 
the bankrupt Fox there are numer- 
ous instances of erasures ... and in 
numerous instances corresponding 
erasures appear in the books of the 
All-Continent Corp.’ 

Leitsteen’s Admissions 

He pointed out that Herbert Leit- 
steen, who for 27 years had been 
Fox's private bookkeeper, also kept 
the All-Continent books, and that 
the $6,100,000 of personal securities 
used to found the All-Continent 
Corp. ‘eventually found their way 
back into Mr. Fox’s vaults.’ 

‘Leitsteen admitted,’ the petition 
read, ‘that it was impossible to make 
up a list of assets and liabilities of 
the Fox firm from the latter’s own 
records, and admitted he did from 
time to time use the books of Ail- 
Continent for purposes of posting 
entries in the books of Fox.’ 

The company’s passbook, said the 
petition, lists total disbursements of 
$13,100,000, for which $12,115,000 was 
in connection with transactions with 
Fox, or the benefit of Fox. 

‘The main purpose of its organiza- 
tion’ the petition went on, ‘was as 
a vehicle to the bankrupt in carrying 
on his own private affairs.’ 

Steelman observed Fox and the 
All-Continent Corp. not only shared 
officers and bookkeepers, but also 
shared legal talent and the name 
‘Ben Leo’ on secret brokerage ac- 
counts. He said Leitsteen’s testi- 
mony showed the law firm of Hirsch, 
Newman, Reass & Becker, of New 
York, acted as ‘clearing house for 
funds exchanged between Fox, the 
All-Continent Corp. and the latter’s 
subsidiaries.’ 

During all of last week counsel for 
creditors tried to show that the 
$6,400,000 All-Continent Corp. listed 
in the name of Fox’s wife, actually 
belonged to the film man. 

The Records 
David Katz, of New York. pro- 
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get their assignments from the 
LeBaron office in the future, and 
divide the making during the 1936-37 
season of around 16 pictures between 
them. 


In the change ordered by Zukor 
all aides to the two producers have 
been relieved of their assignments 
with the exception of their respec- 
tive biz managers and story editors. 
Milton Merlin, story ed, and Ray 
Burns, biz manager, remain with 
Hurley, and Marian Spitzer, story 
editor, and Dan Keefe, biz manager, 
with Botsford. 

Zukory, it is said, in this move has 
started a preliminary of a studio 
production realignment with many 
changes in the general setup to be- 
come effective within the next two 
weeks. Understood that efforts are 
being made currently to settle con- 
tracts of E. Lloyd Sheldon, who has 
been a producer with company since 
1922, and. Henry Henigson, who 
joined about a year ago. Sheldon | 





the productions he is now making. 
One more picture is due, but that 
will be adjusted. 


Understood also that in addition 
to the moves a'ready conterrplated, 
status of other producers on the lot 
will be changed or more specifically 
defined for the future. 

Negotiations are Also on to bring 
Jeff Lazarus back into the fold as 
head of the editorial and story board 
at the studio. Lazarus came to stu- 
dio in 1932, and for three years prior 
to his resignation last April was 
head of the story board. He re- 
cently returned from a European 





duced a copy of what he said was a 





jaunt and was given the proposition 
to return to his old post over the 
weekend. 

Likely that Mel Shauer, who made 
one picture as a producer, may be 
returned to an executive post simi- 
lar to the one he occupied prior to 
switching of his duties. Shauer may 
concentrate in future entirely on 





leaves the Par fold after completing 


matter of building up new talent in 
all creative branches 


letter from the Aronberg-Fried Co., 
to the Maryland Casualty Co., apply- 
ing for a $2,700,000 bond on a 
$5,380,000 contract to erect a new 
building for the Department of Agri- 
(Continued on page 40) 


GRIFFIS, BALABAN’S 
COAST VISIT PLANS 


Stanton Griffis, chairman of Para- 
mounts executive committee, is go- 
ing to Hollywood, but he will go to 
Europe first. The Hollywood trip 
will be for Paramount primarily, but 
while abroad Griffis may also take 
a peek at some of Par’s foreign prop- 
erties. Griffis is not a film man. 

It is possible that Barney Balaban, 
new president of Paramount, may 
accompany Griffis to the Coast. This 














would be Balaban’s first trip to the 
Coast since he became president. 
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MAJORS DON'T TRUST INDIES’ UNITY, — 
~ HENCE NIX ON MOVE TO UP ADMISH 


eee 





ITOA Idea of Tilting Price 


—Indies in the Past Breached Agreements on 


Other Things, Including Gift Nights 


ca 





Move of indies in Greater N. Y. 
area headed by the Independent 
Theatre Owners’ Association, to lift 
admission prices, is strictly an inde- 
pendent affair and will receive little 
or no co-operation from major cir- 
cuits. Certain independents argue 
that the chains should take the ini- 
tiative in inaugurating admittance 
hikes. 

It’s not that the majors are ad- 
verse to co-operating but many 
leaders feel that the present scale 
in many circuit houses of Loew and 
RKO is all the traffic will bear at 
the present time. There is further 
belief, based to a large extent on 
past experience, that a rigidly en- 
forced price tilt in big circuit houses 
would not be upheld by competing 
indies. 

Certain major officials contend 
that the independents can’t control 
their own membership. And that 
while the officials and many leading 
exhibs of the indie group may be 
sincere in their desire to raise ad- 
mission prices, even members of 
their own affiliations would upset 
any uniform ducat tilt. 

Majors point to their experience 
with indies in dealing with bank 
night. Localized pacts to eliminate 
the bank night stunts were agreed 
on by major circuit spots and inde- 


s Also Held Unwarranted 





Garmes With Bergner 


London, July 28. 
Lee Garmes, who came over with 
a contract to direct Elisabeth Berg- 
ner in ‘Dreaming Lips’ in conjunc- 
tion with Dr. Paul Czinner, has got- 
ten himself a 12 months’ deal with 
the Bergner unit. 
He will act as associate producer 
and double as chief cameraman. 








Cohen Completes 
Major Personnel, 


‘P.A.’ Gets Going 


Hollywood, Aug. 4. 

Emanuel Cohen has lined up his 
staff to handle Major Productions, 
which put ‘Personal Appearance,’ 
Mae Wes! starrer, into work yester- 
day (Mon.). 

Ben Piazza is Cohen's first lieuten- 
ant; Joe Nadel, production ana busi- 
ness manager: Holly Morse and Nate 
Slott, assistant directors; Veronica 
Grusling, casting director; Ward 
Ihnen, art director; Ray Curtiss and 
George McGuire, film editors; Karl 











pendents with the indies then turn-! 
ing around and installing screeno, | 
sweepstakes and other similar nights. 
While the indies did not go back to 
bank night, bigger circuit managers 
did not exactly call it cricket when 
a similar form of prize giving was 
installed. 

Presnt average scale in RKO and 
Loew houses in Greater New York 
district runs from 35c to 50c at night 
and 15c to 30c for matinees, with 
scale for children genrally set at 10c 
or 15c. Veteran exhibitors do not 
see where present economic condi- 
tions justify a tilt except in a few 
scattered localities. 


2 Film Co.’s In on Roxy 
Reorg; Would Insure Pix 


Two or more major companies 
may become interested in the reor- 
ganization of the Roxy theatre, N. 








Struss, camera head; Jimmie Knott 
and H. Southkart, second assistant 
lensers; Talmadge Morrison, still de- 
partment; Victor M. Shapiro, pub- 
licity; Don Roberts, unit publicity; 
Hugh Greensbach, mixer; Tom Men- 
afee and Walter Tilford, mixers; 
Ken Watt, props; Walter Dalton, 
grip; Howard Kelly, gaffer; Al Bon- 
ner, makeup; Helen Taylor and Alan 
McDonald, wardrobe. 





‘Show-’Em’ Brown 


Culver City, Aug. 4. 

As evidence of his prowess as a 
marksman, Clarence Brown showed 
up at Metro studio with a 60-pound 
bob-tail wildcat he had plugged with 
a rifle after repeated raids had de- 
pleted his stock of chickens. 
Brown had to sleep near the coops 
to nail the culprit. 





Pickfair in Color 


Hollywood, Aug. 4. 





Y., thus assuring the theatre of a 
supply of first run product and a 
possible chance of operation. 

The first mortgage bondholders’ 
group may present a reorganization 
plan, on its own, with the support 
of the RFC. It is understood that 
the RFC is prepared to make a loan 
of around $750,000 for the reorgani- 
zation of the theatre. Such a loan, 
for 10 years, would be at 5%. 

The first mortgage bondholders 
group represents approximately 
$2,331,000 of the total $3,500,000 out- 
standing. 

Fed:/al Judge Caffey has set Oct. 
9 as the date when a hearing will 
be held on applications to reorgan- 
ize the theatre. 

The bondholders are held to be 
seeking a 100% payoff. The RFC 
proposition may provide this possi- 
bility. 

For the 26 weeks ended July 22 
the theatre shows a profit of $55,900, 
which is before bond interest and 
amortization. There are around 
$260,000 in receivers’ certificates out- 
standing. Howard Cullman is trus- 
tee of the theatre. . 





L. A. to N. Y. 


Gene Fowler. 
Jascha Heifetz. 
Harry Howell. 
Jesse Lasky. 
Gregory Ratoff. 
Joseph M. Schenck. 
Floyd St. John. 
Don Stauffer. 
Grace Bradley. 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Milton Blackstone. 

Arthur Caesar. 

Savington Crampton. 

Owen Davis, Jr. 

Stuart Doyle. 

Mark Hellinger. : 
Nunnally Johnson, 

Jos Moskowitz 





Metro is planning a Technicolor 
short around Pickfair, to be titled 
‘Fair at Pickfair.’ 

Lewis Lewyn will produce, with 
Mary Pickford’: home and pic per- 





Boley’s Break 


Hollywood, Aug. 4. 
Richard Boleslawski, on loan 
from Metro to Columbia to direct 
‘Theodora Goes Wild,’ has been 
given four-week vacash with pay 
by Harry Cohn to mull script. 
Irene Dunne will be starred. 


CRANE WILBUR WRITES, 
DIRECTS G-MAN GN PIC 


Hollywood, Aug. 4. 

Crane Wilbur has written an orig, 
‘Naval Spy,’ which he'll direct for 
George Hirliman with Conrad Nagel | 
and Eleanor Hunt in leads. 

It will be second in series of G-| 
men pictures to be made by Hirliman | 
for Grand National release. Nagel | 
and Miss Hunt are cast as federal 
agents. 





























Socialites’ Cavalcade of ‘10 
Best’ Pictures into 1 Film 


Highlights from 10 best films of 
the year are to be reshot with so- 
cialite members of Sands Point Club, 
Long Island, enacting screen roles 
created by Colbert, Gable, Laugh- 
ton, Moore, Hepburn and others. 
‘Screening All Faces’ is title of pic- 
ture, which Al Christie of Educa- 
tional Pictures will megaphone. 





Script is by Marcy Klauber. Over 
100 members are being cast for the 
various roles. A secret committee is 
picking principals for the leads. 
Scenes will be shot in a serious vein, 
though general welding together of 
various high spots, will carry a hu- 
morous angle. 

Filming is set for Aug. 21. Social 
angle is tied in with the shooting 
closely, as series of entertainments 
called Kaleidoscope parties, is being 
planned in conjunction with actual 
production chores. Rehearsals will 
start this week after casting is an- 
nounced, 

Makeup and costuming will be fol- 
lowed as closely as possible in final 
directing. When finished, the film 
will be shown at a benefit, Fox 
Movietone crew will shoot. , 


‘A&M’ Not Set Yet 


Oscar Serlin has informed the 
New York agents that there will be 
no casting for Paramount’s ‘Artists 
and Models’ musical, to be made in 
the east, until the script is finished, 
expected this week. 

Latest advice to the agents is that 
casting won’t start till late Septem- 
ber at the earliest, and possibly 
some time in October. 

‘A.&M.’ will be Par’s first of four 











sonalities to figure in cast. 


or five at Astoria. 








By MIKE WEAR 

Again displaying considerable se- 
lectivity, the stock market sold ir- 
regularly lower yesterday (Tues.) 
Despite this weakness, the amuse- 
ment list put on a small show of its 
own during the morning hours, with 
Loew’s common hitting a new high 
for the year at 55%. It was one of 
the few picture company common is- 
sues to show a _ substantial gain. 
Columbia Picture ctfs., Pathe and 
20th-Fox pfd. were fractionally bet- 
ter. 


Of the preferreds, Universal and 
Warner Bros. led -the field Tuesday, 
the latter climbing 1% points. Uni- 
versal pfd. pushed ahead 1 point to 
108, highest level reached since rise 
earlier in the year when it hit 115. 
Continued bullishness in this stock 
is based on the belief that dividend 
arrears may be paid in part. 

Amusement bonds were firm to 
higher, with Paramount-Broadway 
3s, up 1% points, and Warner Bros. 
6s, up 50c to 96, in the fore. 

Stocks in the amusement list were 
whirled upwards in an une 
burst of enthusiasm Thursday (30) 
with much of this strength carrying 
right up to the close of trading in 
last week’s stock Upswing 
carried the Amusement Group to a 
new high foi the year and produced 


' 





+ 


Amus, Stocks in 232,000-Share Week 
Pick Up More Than Point for '36 High 





Yesterday’s Prices 


Net 
Sales. High. Low. Last. ‘ 
1,200 Col. Pict.. ate 38 3% 4 
200 Con Film. 4% 4% 4% 4 Wy 
200 East. K...179%179 179 —1 
10,500 Gen. El... 44 438% 44 —¥% 
7,800 Loew ..... *55% 54% 54% + yy 
1,600 Paramount 8% & & 
300 =Do 2d pf 8% 8% 8% 
100 Pathe .... 8 & 8 +% 
11,900 RCA ..... 12% 11% 12 —¥% 
400 =Do Ist pf 7 78% T78%+4+ 4% 
2,300 RKO ..... 7 % 6%4+% 
1,500 20th-Fox... 28 27% 28 
2,500 W. B..... 12% 12 12% 
3,800 Grand er 
rand } 3 3 
600 Tech. ..... 26 on” 2s —% 
500 Trans-L 4 4 a 
BONDS 
$5,000 Gen. Th 32-32 
7,000 Keith %& 8 
10,000 Loew ..... PR 97% 
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* New 1936 high, 











new peaks for five stocks and one 
bond. 

Amusement Group came within a 
minor fraction of hitting 46%, as 
measured by the averages for 12 
representative issues. Group finished 
at 45% for a gain of 1.250 points. 
closing level being nearly a full 
point ahead of best previous finish 
mark, Low point was 44%. 

Most enco i sign in the 
group’s action was vigorous pick- 

(Continued on page 23) 





‘Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Traffic departments of the picture companies in New York are under- 
going a series of active experiments in an attempt to find a way of 
cutting shipping time between New York and Sydney, the Dutch Far 
East and other distant points. 

Paramount is working on a method of shipping films via zeppelin from 
the U. S. to Europe, air mail from there to Singapore and air again 
from there to Sydney by way of Quantas. That means the pictures can 
be delivered in about two wecks from shipping date, which is a con- 
siderable time-saver. At present most film companies use the China 
Clipper from San Francisco to Manila, steamer to Batavia and air mail 





| again from there to Sydney. 





One of country’s largest. mail order’ houses has 250,000 units of 16 mm. 
cameras and projection machines to retail at $5 each. Company even 
went further and contracted for unheard of amount of 16 mm. steck. As 
yet it has been unable to market the gadgets because, after the deal was 
made, it was revealed that there was not sufficient developing and printing 
equipment in the nation to properly service the amateur picture makers 
and it was felt that a lengthy holdup in the return of film would ruin sales 
of cameras and projectors. Same company also is experimenting with cel- 
lophane to replace celluluse film. Former is being used in France and 
Germany and costs about one-fifth the price of the regular film. 





Heaviest deluge of studio visiting requests this summer, in comparison 
with any corresponding period, is reported by the Producers Association 
following survey just concluded Responsibility is placed on large number 
of requests from visiting delegates of the many conventions held in Los 
Angeles and nearby cities. Also larger number of tourists this season 
helped boost gratis gazes. Majority of star-gazers were armed with let- 
ters from home town exhibitors and influential people of political and 
commercial standing. Gates opened at most of the plants for incoming 
horde, but several stood by their they-shall-not-pass dictum. 





A notice of satisfaction of a judgment for $10,238 was filed Wednesday 
(29) in the U. S. District Court by attorneys for Mack Sennett.and the 
Sennett Picture Corp. in favor of Louis N. Rosenbaum, an. attorney. The 
judgment was granted Rosenbaum in May, 1933, on his claim that Sennett 
and the latter’s company had broken an agreement to pay Rosenbaum 
$24,000 a year for his services as financial agent. The attorney was only 
paid $500 and Sennett and the company broke the agreement after a few 
months. Rosenbaum’s original claim was for $44,000. 





‘The Green Pastures’ (WB) now has producers regarding colored casts 
for films in a new light. ‘Porgy and Bess,’ the Gershwins’ folk opera, is 
among the stage works now being reconsidered. Ever since Metro’s 
‘Hallelujah’ (King Vidor), anything with an all-Harlem cast was dubiously 
regarded for boxoffice, although Cecil B. deMilie at one time made a stu- 
dious tour of Harlem, in company with Jeanie Macpherson, his favorite 
scenarist, for that express purpose. 





Jurist in Brockport, N. Y., who will pass judgment on a mongrel dog 
accused of causing death of a 14-year-old boy by drowning, will view 
Metro’s Pete Smith short, ‘Killer Dog,’ before reaching his decision, Film 
deals with a dog on trial for murder but who is acquitted when court 
finds way to prove dog’s side of the case. Jurist has announced he will 
not allow picture to influence his judgment. [Or put it under the head 
of exploitation.] 





Twentieth-Fox took steps to impress preview audience on the Coast 
recently concerning Simone Simon’s presence in a film.: Added footage at 
end of ‘Girls’ Dormitory,’ her first American picture, carried line, “You 
have just witnessed the American debut of the French star, Simcne 
Simon.’ She’s a contractee of the studio. Herbert Marshall and Ruth 
Chatterton, through their pacts, received top billing. Both are outside 
players. 





Old sourdough, giving name of Idaho Bill, caused mild furor at Hal 
Roach studio when upon being advised by casting office there was nothing 
for him, he pulled roll of 20 grand in $1,000 bills from his jeans and 
shouted he was trying to locate a friend who worked in studio several 
years ago and wanted no part of their jobs. He identified himself as for- 
mer Idaho prospector, living in South Africa past 10 years. 





Hollywood film studios are not falling for attempt of Texas Centennial 


was made to induce 20th-Fox to send its ‘Pigskin Parade’ company there, 
particularly as story has a Texas locale, but studio frowned and is sticking 
to synthetic California Panhandle. 





Jock Lawrence’s plant in a Los Angeles newspaper concerning Andre 
Leeds being kissed 300 times in order to obtain the proper scene of 
osculation in Goldwyn’s ‘Come and Get It’ was one of the toppers of 


Coast publicity in many years. Every wire service grabbed the yarn and 
photographs. 





Ben Cohen, manager of the College theatre, New Haven, has a chatter 


In an introductory column, Cohen tells readers his stuff is ‘weeks ahead 


of fan mags, an hour ahead of the radio chatterers and 15 minutes behind 
VARIETY.’ P 





Through clever steering 20th-Fox has made June Lang mean something 
in snappy time. Home office stunt lads arranged for her to pose as a 
war bride for a statue that is to be made by Albert Stewart, American 
sculptor, with papers going to town on it. Miss Lang plays a war bride 
in ‘Road to Glory,’ going on release this week. 





For the fourth time another director is finishing a Rowland Brown 
picture at Metro. W. S. Van Dyke has replaced Brown on ‘The Devil Is 
a Sissy,’ which will necessitate studio substituting Van Dyke on ‘Love 
On the Run,’ starring Joan Crawford. It is slated to start in 10 days. 





Arthur Hamburger, member of a Los Angeles family which formerly 
owned a large department store, is planning to return to film production. 


Several years ago he turned out westerns under banner of Hammond 
Productions. 





Paramount picked up the industry’s champion loan-out actress in Mary 
Carlisle. Actress during life of her contract at Metro did more pictures 
off the ipt than for the home studio. Par gave her a term contract. 





Balaban & Katz had full page ad in the Chicago dailies Fridey (31) 
giving inside workings and pictures of home office staff. One of first full 
page institutional ads B&K run in several years. 





—_ 


POWELL-LOY’S MOLNAR PIC Tryon’s Par Chore 


execs to inveigle their sending companies to Dallas on location. Attempt . 


column called ‘The Movie Guyed,’ which he syndicates to nearby weeklies. . 


Hollywood, Aug. 4. 
Metro's picturization of Ferenc 
Molnz s ‘The Great Love’ will have 
Will.arn Powell and Myrna Loy in 
the leads, 
Preston Sturgis is writing the 
(screenplay. 











Hollywood, Aug. 4. 
Glenn Tryon, just back from pi* 
chores in England, lands a new stint 
with Paramount. ‘ 
First under new deal will be di- 
recting ‘Right in Your Lap,’ Jack 
Cunningham production. 
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WB Sales Division Idea: Grad Sears IMEI 


Upped as Andy 


With Gradwell L. Sears moved up 
to post of general sales ntanager in 
Warner Bros. and Andrew W. Smith, 
Jr., Eastern-Canadian sales head out 
of the company, Warner Bros.’ dis- 
tribution machine may be broken up 
into several divisional sections. The 
home office sales setup would re- 
main substantially the same except 
for the change under which Sears 
becomes general sales head. 

Smith resigned voluntarily and 
after a vacation abroad he will an- 
nounce future plans. He declares 
plans for the fall are being worked 
out but prefers not to announce any- 
thing pending the trip abroad. Under 





standing, unconfirmed, is that Smith | 


disagreed with plans changing the 
sales setup in WB. He and Sears, 
who came into WB together from 
First National when that company 
was merged with WB in 1931, had 
occupied equal posts, the resigning 
Smith as Eastern-Canadian division 
manager and Sears as Western- 
Southern chief, both under Major 
Albert Warner, v. p. in charge of dis- 
tribution. 

Major Warner will continue over 
all sales, while Sears, under him, 
will supervise domestic and Cana- 
Sectional divisions 
would split the country up into pos- 
sibly eight parts, with one head over 
each, similarly to the manner in 
which: WB has its theatre domain 
set. up with zone managers. Such a 
plan would place present sales dis- 
trict managers in line for divisions, 
while Bob Mochrie and Roy Haines, 
at the home office, would probably 
function as chief aides to Sears. 
Mochrie and Haines are declared top 
candidates for Eastern-Canadian and 
Western-Saquthern divisions if final 


decision should favor continuance of 


two major divisions as in past over 
a sectional division setup. 


JOHN BALABAN’S BOY 
REPORTS B&K SHINDIG 


By BILL BALABAN (Age 10) 
Plano, Ili., Aug. 4. 

We had a big picnic on our farm 
this week. It was for the managers 
of the Great States Theatres and 
everybody had a keen time. There 
were a lot of others there, too, from 
Balaban & Katz, and we played 
baseball, went swimming in the pool, 
had contests and games and a lot 
of good things to eat. 

My uncle, Jules Rubens, gave me 
the cane concession to see if we 
could make the expenses of the 
picnic. I took in $5.40. Uncle Jules 
said that was enough. Nobody could 
throw the ring over the first prize 
cane, which had a dollar on it, The 
cane had a big elephant’s head on it. 

In the baseball game, the South- 
ern managers beat the Northern 
managers. The winner of the rope- 
spinning contest was M. M. Rubens. 
He was the only one to enter, so he 
got the prize. They were going to 
have a milk-drinking contest, but 
they had to call it off, because the 
managers had been drinking other 
things and didn’t want milk. 

Bill Harding, who is manager of 
the Princess theatre in Alton, won 
the prize for catching the greased 
pig. Roy Rogan, the district man- 
ager from Joliet, won the boat race. 

Everybody kidded my 
Dave Balaban and Nate Platt when 
they put on their bathing suits and 
wouldn't swim across the long way 
of the pool. They swam across the 
Short way and waded most of the 
time, the sissies. 

For lunch we had cold cuts, salad, 
cheese, lemonade and pie, and at 
night we had big, thick steaks 
broiled over charcoal. There were 
about 150 people there altogether, 
and we sure had a swell time. 











DANIELS-LYON’S BRITISH PIC 
London, Aug. 4. 
Bebe Daniels and Ben Lyon have 
n grabbed by British Lion for 
one film. 
Shooting is to start immediately. 


Uncle | 


Smith, Jr, Resions’ 





Philly Indie Merge? 


Philadelphia, Aug. 4. 

Latest peace gesture between lo- 
cal Motion Picture Owners and rebel 
Independent Theatre Owners, Inc., 
will be staged Thursday (6) when 
Charles Segall, ITO prez: Lewen 
Pizor, MPTO prez, and Ted Schlang- 
er, WB Philly division manager, con- 
fab. Actual merge just 
doubtful as ever. 
who split from MPTO two 
years ago with 130 members, re- 
cently launched scheme to bring 
Pete Woodhull here as indie czar, 





seems as 


Indies, 





plan being to collect $500 each from 
25 members to finance it. Only 16 
have coughed up so far and idea 
looks sour. However, since original | 


indie burn at alleged producer dom- 

|ination in MPTO affair still stands, 
|merging of both groups isn’t likely 
at present. 


, 


WPA Signed with 


Pathe Because of 








Washington, Aug. 4. 

Unmoved by favoritism and dis- 
crimination bleats, Works Progress 
Administration last week awarded 
conrtact for undecided number of 
600-foot propaganda reels to the only 
bidder with newsreel connections. 

Tossing out the lowest proposal, 
WPA tried to hush the award, which 
was made only a few minutes after 
five bids were opened, but finally 
broke down and confessed Pathe 
had been: favored with the order al- 
though its figure was $300 above the 
unit price stipulated by Pictorial 
Films of New York. 

In placing order with Pathe, WPA 
officials tacitly confirmed charges by 
Jim Handy Film Service, Detroit, 
that specifications for bids were 
framed in such a way that only one 
bidder could qualify for the contract. 
But government officials steadfastly 
maintained the protested clause—re- 


tain regular newsreel distribution for 
one story monthly plugging New 
Deal relief activities—was not unfair 
or unduly restrictive. 


Formal action on the Pathe bid 
was completed July 27, four days af- 
ter the bid opening, but no announce- 
ment was forthcoming until 48 hours 
later. One official admitted that de- 
cision to accept the Pathe offer was 
reached the same day the sealed of- 
fers were opened, although he con- 
tended the opening and award were 
not too close together. 





WB’S FOX, PHILLY 


Also Gets 20th-Fox Product—Deal 
fs For 3 Years 








Philadelphia, Aug. 4. 

Operation of Fox Theatre, film and 
variety house here, went to Warners 
from 20th Century-Al Boyd interests 
last week. Prings WB chain to total 
of 105 houses. Contrary to expecta- 
tion, instead of entire crew going 
out, Harold Seidenberg stays as 
house manager and rest remain, with 
exception of Boyd, Frank Beuhler 
and Harry Freeman. p.a. Will con- 
tinue temporarily on that basis and 
on same policy. Only change is dis- 
tribution of 20th pix now is spread 
over all WB houses here. Under- 
stood Herman Whitman, Earle man- 
ager, is slated ultimately to be 
shifted to handle both Fox and Earle. 

Fox Theatre was built in 1924 by 
William Fox. Management went to 
Al Boyd, builder and former opera- 
tor of Boyd theatre here, in 1932. 
Understood WB contract for opera- 
tion of Fox.is for three years. 





Its ‘Connections 


quiring successful contractor to ob- | 
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ules Below Par—Anything 
Good Garnered by Ma- 
jors, Needing More Films 
Now That So Many Are 
Double-F eaturing 








AS RESULT, BIZ OFF 


| 
| 

Mediocrity of currently available 
product has independent exhibitors 
and indie circuit operators, on double 
feature policy, worried. It 
will be another month before any- 
thing smacking of consistent box- 
office calibre will be available, they 
| aver, 


badly 


Further aggravating the situation, 
which each year sees the weakest 
films released in order to clear up 
schedules, is that all half-way favor- 
able pictures have been grabbed by 
| bigger opposition houses in order to 
fulfill their own dual bill require- 
ments, Last year and previously, 
the small indie was not confronted 
with major theatre opposition play- 
ing double feature programs. 

While this condition is especially 
true in the east and in Greater New 
York City, where numerous major 
circuits went dual on a wholesale 
scale last Spring, it also exists in 
many other key cities where big 
chain operations decided to fight fire 
with fire and start doubling. Al- 
| though independents began to feel 
| the effects of having major opposi- 
; tion houses dualing within a month 
lor 45 days after inaugurated, the 
| seriousness of the set-up was not 
socked home until the summer dog 
days began, 

Only the dullest sort of film 
product, much of it from indie pro- 
ducers, is now available even for in- 
dependent circuit operators, the 





or no drawing potentialties, in the 
opinion of the theatre managers 
themselves, 

It is becoming so serious that reg- 
ular patrons are squawking person- 
ally to the management while others 
are staying home no matter what 
| special stunt night or how many pic- 
tures are being shown. 


Even Reissues Too Few 


hibitor has resorted to playing two 


reissues on a double bill. Where 
these are obtainable, they report 
business better than when newest 


but inferior releases are used. How- 
ever, the number of admittedly 
strong re-releases is so limited that 
theatres playing dual, with one of 
two program changes weekly, con- 
sume this reissue product in three 
weeks’ time or less. 

Biggest complaints in N. Y. are 

coming from the Bronx and Brook- 
lyn where indies are finding to their 
sorrow that every half-way good 
feature has been grabbed by major 
|circuits or opposition to meet their 
dual requirements. The larger cir- 
cuits and exhibs have managed to 
corral this better product without 
_overbuying simply because they need 
twice the number of films they form- 
lerly needed. 
Typical of this condition is one 
| borough house which for the last six 
|or seven weeks has had few second- 
|run or independent first-run features 
| that could be rated as having ever 
fair draw possibilities. 

With no adequate relief in sight 
for 45 days to two n 





|erly had a stage-picture policy, are 


Year-End Production Sched- | 


films being described as having little | 


In some spots, the independent ex- | 


nonths, several} 
| independent operations, which form- | 


——_ 








‘NW Indies Secretly Set Their Next 


} 





| Butterfield’s 101st House 





Detroit, Aug. 4. 

Butterfield circuit completed plans 
for new house in Bay City, seating 
| around 700, to open in October as 
chain’s 101lst house. 
| Another house is being planned for 
Manistee, Mich., later in season. Site 
for new theatre in Lansing, circuit's 


100th, was purchased week ago. 
iwhile houses have just been com- 
|pleted in Alpena and Traverse City 


|The Whitney, Ann Arbor, also has 
been leased to Butterfield, and the 
new Eastown is being built in Grand 
| Rapids in conjunction with Allen 
Johnson, of that city. 

Among houses _ redecorated, 
seated and generally remodeled past 
few weeks are the Strand, Pontiac; 
| Capitol, Lansing, and the Regent. 
Flint. A dozen other of chain are 
replacing old signs with neon dis- 
| plays. All large A houses of chain 
i will be air-conditioned by next sum- 
j}mer, President E. C. Beatty revealed. 


Exhibs Suit in KC 
A Partial Reason 
For Pool's Delay 


O 


| 








Kansas City, Aug, 4. 

Pooling deal to include the New- 
,;man, Mainstreet and Uptown thea- 
itres, originally set. ef.cctive as of 
'Aug. 1, is as yet without the official 
istamp. Temporary hold-up, according 
to local Fox office, is because of time 
they have been giving the lawsuit 
‘brought against them by 13 local 
| independent exhibs and now in court 
jsession. The delay otherwise does 
not denote any alteration of plans for 
the pooling deal. 

| However, the theatres concerned 
have adopted the proposed policy 
and will string along with Fox mark- 
ing time until the deal is officially 
set. 

The Mainstreet will be key house 
in the new setup and grabbing the 
best pix. Bookings will include 20th- 
Fox, Universal, Paramount, RKO and 
Warner products. During fall and 
| winter season the Mainstreet will 
|probably return to booking unit 
|stage show. House has been going 
‘through a tough period. The Up- 
;town, neighborhood first run, will 
{continue to get its share of the bet- 
|ter pix but will be utilized as second 
| run for the Mainstreet films that 
| warrant holdovers. The Uptown is 
llocated in south part of town and 
there is no suburban commercial dis- 
| trict or large apartment houses near- 
‘by, so its status is that of a downtown 
house and must depend on transient 
land taxi trade. 

' Policy outlined for the Newman is 
| This house is the 





|double feature. 
| smallest (1,900) of the first run thea- 
| tres and has lately found rough sled- 
| ding. 

| Lawrence Lehman, Mainstreet, and 
| Ralph Lawler, Newman, will be r-- 
{tained as managers under the new 
| set-up. 
| This will mark the leave-taking 
from the KC field of RKO, which has 
‘operated the Mainstrzet, Paramount 
{ard Newman. The Uptown has been 
lin the Fox fold for some time. 





Joe Santley’s ‘Profile’ 
Hollywood, Aug. 4. 


Initialer for Joe Santley under 


re- | 


Season's Pix Despite Allied's Edict 


Minneapolis 
City independent 
of Northwest 
Allied States, voted at an executive 


Aug. 4. 
Although 
exhibitors, 


Twin 


members 


session to refrain from buying new 
season product from distributors re- 
quiring percentage 
shows that 


deals, 
the important 
Minneapolis and St. Paul independ- 
ents had 


a survey 


most of 


closed deals prior to the 


session and were going 


ahead with 
their negotiations 


S. D. Kane, Northwest Allied ex- 





ecutive secretary, had announced 
|that his investigation showed that 
j} there had been no buying yet by 
|; Twin City independents. He also 


| declared that if reports of exorbitant 
|}demands concerning rentals, per- 
| centages and preferred playing time 
prove correct he will request his 
board of governors to combat the 
exchanges. 

Apparently, however, the Twin 
City independents are keeping Kane 
in the dark regarding actual develop- 
ments. For example, 20th-Fox, one 
of the companies insisting upon the 
objectionable percentage deals, has 
closed new-season contracts with 
practically every important Minne- 
apolis and St. Paul independent cir- 
cuit and individual exhibitor. Among 
those who already have bought, in 
the face of the four percentage deals 
required, are the Woempner circuit 
of nine houses, Ben Friedman's 
Edina and Albert Lea houses, the 
Rubenstein-Kaplan three Twin City 
Theatres, the Volks,’ Nile and Cam- 
den, George Granstrom’s Grandview, 
St. Paul, Fred Holzapfel’s Broadway, 
Leo Aved’s Heights and the St. Paul 
Mounds, according to Moe Levy, 
20th-Fox exchange manager. Levy 
says that his branch is ahead of the 
corresponding period a year ago on 
deals closed, 

Out in the territory, selling of. 
new-season product has gone ahead 
in normal or better fashion, other 
exchange heads declare. Metro, 
against which the independents are 
complaining the most bitterly be- 
cause of the large number of its per- 
centage pictures, has not made any 
effort yet to close Twin City inde-. 
pendent deals, but when it is readv 
it will have no difficulty, heads of 
competing exchanges predict. 

‘It’s the same thing every season,’ 
said one branch manager. ‘The in- 
dependents storm against terms and 
say they'll not make any deals and 
then go ahecd and buy secretly.’ 

Some of the members of North- 
west Allied have been complaining 
recently because their side-kicks 
don't stick together and present a 
united front, even failing to abide 
by organization rulings on trade 
practices. 


WB Wants Jessie 
Matthews, Lillie 
As Pix Bolsterers 


In desire to bolster its player 
ranks, and supplant the missing Joe 
E, Brown, Warren William and eur- 
rently Bette Davis, Warners is try- 
ing to arrange deals with both Jessie 
Matthews and Beatrice Lillie. 














Latter has been an on-and-off 
proposition for some time with 
Radio. 


Miss Matthews has other Holly- 
wood bids when and if she can get a 
vacash from G-B in London. 





Beery Suit Settled 


Los Angeles, Aug. 4. 
Wallace Beery has returned 








to 


| seriously considering restoring flesh | his new Radio directing contract will Phil Berg as a client as result of the 
shows and thereby cutting down the| be ‘Million Dollar Profile,’ and Ann | out-of-ccurt settlement of Berg's suit 


half. 


, and that girl-unit shows, even 


will pay in the long run. 
the only out 


number of good films needed by one 


Sothern, Helen Broderick, 


wants a settlement of his contract, 

Script is by Viola Brothers Shore, 
Ed- 
ward Kaufman is producing. 


Erick | 
They believe this will assure} Rhodes and Eric Blore topping cast. 
them of one draw picture a week} Phillip Moeller. Theatre Guild di- 
if | rector, was to have done it, but now 
| produced under their own guidance, 
To some 
house managers, this appears to be; Mella Kent doing continuity, 


against the actor 
ages. 

Berg brought action some time #0 
élleging that Beery had failed to pay 
commissions on a rew contract at 
Metro and a 20th-Fox picture deal. 
Under: tood a subétantial part of the 
amount was paid in cash by Beery, 


for $84,000 dam- 
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‘Adverse’ L.A. Smash at $18500- 
Rhythm’ $24,000 Tops at Par: 


To Mary, 2 


Houses Sock 31146 





Los Angeles, Aug. 4. 
(Best Exploitation: Carthay Circle) 

Trale started off current week 
with zest of the old Greater Movie 
Season days which in years before 
got «ying first week in August. 
Houses which had the 
offer went out for trade in biff-bang 
fashion, and are getting it. 

Most auspicious feature of week is 
start of ‘Anthony Adverse’ at Car- 
thay Circle roadshowing at $1.65 
top. Pic had a $5.50 getaway which 
was becked by preliminary ad cam- 
paign tat used up close to $20,000 
and brovght in around the $6.000 
figure for initial performance. Sec- 
ond dav take hit over $2,100 which 
for corresponding day is $344 in ex- 
cess of ‘Great Ziegfeld.’ Hard to in- 
dicate just how strong this one will 
go but likely that it will do around 
six weeks. 

Paramount started off in unusually 
strong fashion with Crosby’s 
‘Rhythra on the Range,’ getting big- 
gest opening house has had since 
‘Klondike Annie.’ and exceeding that 
take. Around $24,000 in sight for 
first stanza of a two-week engage- 
ment. 

Pleuty of zip and pep behind ‘To 
Mary—With Love,’ topper of bill at 
Chinese and State, with houses from 
start doing unusually big biz. 

Warners went to town on ‘Ad- 
verse’ deluxed in Carthay Circle. 

Gave away souvenir program in 
*Adverse’ book form to the $5.50 cus- 
tomers idea by Harry Maizlish. Tied 
up with parlor car bus line to bring 
people whc bought tickets in hotels 
around town free of charge to the- 
atre. Also used KFWB for opening 
night anncuncement from theatre 
foreccu.t, bought time on other sta- 
tions for announcing opening of pic 
and endea up using 150-24 sheet 
boards two weeks in advance. This 
gave pic. good start. 


Estimates for This Week 


Carthay Circle (Fox) (1.518; 55- 
$3-1.10-1.65)—‘Anthony Adverse’ 
(WB) (24 wk). Off to big start and 
will e->me throuch first week to tune 
of around $18,500. which thouch very 
big fell short of the ‘Ziegfeld’ initial 
take. Wel! sold. 

Chinese (Grauman) (2,028; 30-40- 
55)—‘To Mary—With Love’ (20th) 
and ‘36 Hours to Kill’ (20th). Split. 
Comho with names of upper bracket 
pic draw should reach around $13,- 
500. Last week ‘Suzy’ (MG) and 
‘H.if Angel’ (20th), ten days, very 
smart $16,500. 

Dewntown (WB) (1.800: 25-35-40) 
—‘Saian Met Ladv’ (WB) and ‘Love 
Begins at 20’ (FN) split. In for 
eight days and though stovped after 
opening will bring in a fair $6.500. 
Last week. ‘Earthworm Tractors’ 
(WB) and ‘Boulder Dam’ (WB) okay 
to $10 000 finale for 11-day stretch. 

Filmarte (Fox) (900; 40-55)— 
*‘Danciuz Lady’ (MG* and ‘Big 
House’ (MG) svlit. Reissue with top 
names of ‘Lady’ being used to ex- 

loit idc1 caught for start and will 

ring in around $2,100. big. Last 
week ‘It’s Love Again’ (GB). second 
and finax. on moveover from Four 
Star. hue hard time dragging them 
in, though had other feature support, 
winding up with around $1.000. 

Four Star (Fox) (900: 30-40-55)— 
‘Secret Avent’ (GB) (3rd week). 
Tough sledding on final six days. 
Just about $1,400. not so forte. Last 
eet second, wound up with $2,400, 

ad. 

Holtywood (WB) (2.756: 25-35-40- 
55)—"Setan - Met’ Ladv’ (WB) and 
‘Love Besins at 20’ (FN) split. With 
preview heln this combo will get a 
fair $8900 for eight-day run. Last 
week “Enrthworm Tractors’ (WB) 
and ‘Boulder Dam’ (WB), 11 days, 
so-so £:9.000. 

Orpheum-(Rdwv) (2,280: 25-30-35- 
40)-——‘Sophie Lang’ (Par) and ‘High 
Tension’ (20th) split and vaudeville. 
Too n.uch. good pic competition is 
giving th's house heachache: current 
stanza as best hoped for is $7,500, 
red ink. 

Pantages (Pen) (9.700: 25-25-40- 
55)—‘Dev:} Doll’ (MG) and ‘Grand 
Jury’ (RKO) split. Big previews 
helped take here and hose will be 


oke in setting around $5.500. Jast 
week ‘Counterfeit’ (Col) and ‘I 
Stand Condemned’ (UA), $6,400, 
okay. 

Prramernt (Partmar) (3.595: 30- 
40-55)-—‘Rhvthm on Rance’ (Par) 


and stare show. Best Crosby money- 
getter house has hed end will come 
through te smash $24.090 for first 
week. Tast week ‘Snendthrift’ (Par) 
and stage show. werk setun and 
house tock it on chin for a final $13.- 
700 count. 

RKO (2.950: 25-35-40-55)—‘Devil 
Doll’ (MG) and ‘Grand Jurv’ (RKO) 
split. Nui going strong at eli. How- 
ever, there is still profit for house 
with a $5.009 in siesht. Last week 
*Counts feit’ (Col) and ‘I Stand Con- 


big pix to| 


|55)—-To 
land ‘35 


Mary—With Love’ (20th) 

Hours to Kill’ (20th), split. 

Looks hke another natural b.o. setup 

|current week and will do around 
$18.000. Last week ‘Suzy’ (MG) and 
Half Angel’ (20th), good gross for 
10-day run, $21,000. 


| United Artists (Fox-UA) (2.100; 
30-40-55)—-‘Suzy’ (MG) and ‘Half 
Angel’ (20th), split. Better than 


average opening and will come home 
with around $4,500. Last week ‘Poor 
Little Rich Girl’ (20th) and ‘Educat- 
ing Father’ (20th) had a 10-day jaunt 
and wound up with an oke $6,900. 


Fox's $19,000 
With the Olsens 
Fronts Canital 











Washington, Aug. 4. 
(Best Exploitation: Palace) 

With proof that it isn’t the heat 
but the product still fresh in mem- 
ory of local showshops which have 
rolled up some snappy grosses this 
summer, fact that this week’s total 
take is away off can be attributed to 
nothing but the pictures. 


Fox is out front with George Olsen 
and Ethel Shutta on the stage, but 
‘Florida Special’ isn’t giving it much 
help. Earle went to town on ‘Public 
Enemy’s Wife’ playing it up ex 
woman’s angle, but enthusiasm 
didn’t develop. Met yanked ‘Two 
Against World’ after three days and 
Keith’s is holding onto ‘Harvester’ 
only because it hasn’t anything else 
till ‘Mary of Scotland’ opens Thurs- 
day (6). 

Palace draws bally honors with 
k= of tie-ups on ‘Poor Little Rich 
| Girl. 





Estimates for This Week 


Fox (Loew) (3.424: 25-35-60)— 
‘Florida Special’ (Par) and Olsen 
and Shutta topping stage show. Lat- 
| ter responsible for oke $19,000. Last 

week ‘Suzy’ (MG) and Ernest Truex 
in locally-produced tab version of 
‘Svring Is Here’ collected big $28,000. 

Earle (WB) (2.424: 25-35-40-60-70) 
—‘Public Enemy’s Wife’ (WB) and 
vaude. No name stage bill throws 
all on pic and it’s tough. Mavbe $14,- 
000. Last week ‘Earthworm Tractors’ 
(WB) with Charley Chase and 
— Doyle on stage got good $18,- 





Palace (Loew) (2.363: 25-35-60)— 
‘Poor Little Rich girl’ (Fox). Pack- 
ing the mats to good $17.500. Last 
week ‘San Francisen’ (Metro) (3d 
week) took nice $10.000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1.830: 25-35-60)— 
‘Harvester’ (Rep). Wallowing and 
being held for lack of something 
better. At floppo $6,500 for nine 
davs. 

Met (WB) (1.853: 25-40)—‘Secret 
Avent’ (Col). Opened vesterday (3). 
‘Two Against the World’ (WB) 
bowed Friday and was vanked Sun- 
day (2) with sicklv $900 for three 
davs. Last week ‘White Angel’ (WB) 
(2d run) took oke $4,000 for second 
stanza downtown. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,583: 25-40)— 
‘Devil DoH’ (MG) (2d run). Good 
$4.500. Last week ‘High Tension’ 
(Fox) light $2.500. 











Paralysis Scare Hurts 
B’ham; ‘Pastures’ $7,500 


Birmingham, Aug. 4. 
(Best Exploitation: Alabama) 

‘Green Pastures’ is in the lead this 
week with $7.500 at the Alabama. 
_ Infantile paralysis epidemic, which 
| has closed several ‘theatres in North 
Alabama, put a crimp in business 
here. Few kids are seen in the 
houses at any time and even grown- 
ups are avoiding crowds. 

Large quarter-page ads were used 
| for ‘Pastures.’ one of which included 
testimonials from prominent citizens. 
Estimates for This Week 

Alabama (Wilbv-Kincey) (2.800: 
30-35-40—‘Green Pastures’ (WB). 
| Around $7.500 and maybe more if 
‘paralysis scare doesn’t keep them 
awav. Last week ‘Bullets or Ballots’ 
| (FN) week’ despite a free car give- 
lawev: $6.200. 

Ritz (Wilbv-Kincey) (1.600: 25-30) 
| —‘Spendthrift’ (Per). At $2,700. ust 
foir. Last week ‘Mrs. Ames’ (Pear) 





| $3.000. fair. with auto giveaway tick- 


etc als» good here. 
Emnire (Acme) (1,100: 25)—‘Secret 
Agent’ (GB). Weak at $2.400. last 


weel ‘Nobody’s Fool’ (U) $3,000, fair. 
and frec automobile. 
Strand (Wilbv-Kincev) (800: 25)— 





- demned’ (UA) eame home with | ‘J.ittle Miss Nobody’ (20th). Around 
needed $5.500, oke. #1500. fair. Last week ‘Things to 
Siate (Loew-Fox) (2,024; 30-40-/ Come’ (UA), moderate at $2,000. 








National Ist Runs 


WARNER BEOS. 

‘Jailbreak,’ Fox, Phoenix, 5; 
Orph, Ogden, 5; Par, Miami, 
7; Ritz, Albany, 7; Strand, Ak- 
ron, 7; Empire, San An., 7; 
Warner, Memphis, 8; Liberty, 
Wheeling, 8. 

‘Case of the Velvet Claws,’ 
Maj, Prov. 7; Cap, Sioux C, 7; 
Odeon, Savannah, 12. 

UNITED ARTISTS 

‘One Rainy Afternoon,’. 
Strand, Shrevep’t, 5; Par, Des 
M, 7; Par, Cedar Rap, 11; 
Queen, Galveston, 19; Stillman, 
Cleve, 21. 

‘Amateur Gentleman,’ Loew’s, 
Roch, 7; Loew’s, Toronto, 7; 
Melba, Dallas, 24. 

‘Last of Mohicans,’ Pal, Sara- 
toga Spgs, 14; Empire, P’tland, 
20; 5th Ave, Seattle, 28. 

UNIVERSAL 

‘Postal Inspector,’ Pantages 
and Hill St., L. A., 5; Lafayette, 
Buff, 13; Rialto, Charl’s’tn, 16; 
Boston, Bos, 19; Strand, Al- 
toona, 22; Rio, Alburqueque, 23; 
State, Charl’te, 24; Lib, Linc; 
30. 

‘Crash Donovan,’ .Roanoke, 
6; Jeff, Ft. Wayne, 6; Riviera, 
Knoxville, 8; Maj, Col’mb’s, 8; 
Egyptian, Ogden, 9; Lafay’te, 
Buff, 13; Des M, 14; Siate, 
Charl’te, 15; State, Lake, Chi, 
15; Olympia, Bangor, 17. 
‘Parole,’ Adams, Det, 7; Fox, 
Joplin, 7; State Lake, Chi, 8; 
Family, Cincy, 14; Beacon, Van- 
couv’r, 14; Roxy, Tacoma, 14; 
Col, Erie, 14; Strand, B’ham, 
15; Cap, Bingh’mpt’n, 18; Cap, 
Worc’st’r, 21. 

METRO 

‘Suzy,’ State, Boston, 7; Shea, 
Erie, 8; Venetian, Racine, 8; 
UA, P’tland, 8} Loew’s, Toronto, 
21; Circle, Phila, 28; Madison, 
Albany, 30. 

‘Fury,’ Westside, Scrant’n, 11; 





Albany, Albany, 16; Strand, 
M’gomery, Sept. 3; Rialto, 
Chat’no’ga, 13. 


‘Piccadilly Jim,’ Fox, Wash, 
6; Pal, Albany, 13; Cap, Charl’- 
stn, 13; Par, M’tgomery, 23; 
Kent, Lexington, 23; Tivoli, 
Chat’no’ga, 27; Maj. Jackson, 
27; Baton Rouge, 30. 

RKO-RADIO 

“Mary of Scotland,’ Hipp, Bal- 
to, Aug. 7; Byrd, Richmond, 7; 
Keith, Boston, 7; Keith, Wash., 
7; Pal, Chi, 7; Pal, Dallas, 8; 
Brandeis, Omaha, 13; Pal, 
Rochester, 14; Orph, Mpls, 14; 
Orph, Sioux C, 14; Hipp, Cleve, 
15; Orph, N. O., 15; Golden Gate, 
S. F., 19; Orph, Denver, 26. 

‘Dancing Pirate,’ Ramona, 
L. A., Aug. 9; Uptown, Utica, 20; 
Cap, Prov, 26; Booker, Norfolk, 
Sept. 4; Leader, Balto, 13, 

PARAMOUNT 

‘Rhythm on the Range,’ Stan- 
ley, Phila, 6; Omaha, Omaha, 6; 
Fox, St. L., 7; Minn, Mpls, 7; 
Cap, Worcester, 7. 

‘Yours for the Asking,’ Cixcle, 
Indianapolis, 7; Denham, Den- 
ver, 8; Chi, Chi, 14; Fox, St. 
L., 14. 














Heavy Bally, but 
Only $5,000 for 
‘Angel’ in Seattle 


Seattle, Aug. 4. 
(Best Expicitation: Fifth Ave.) 

‘San Francisco’ continues strong in 
its fifth week at B. M. ‘These Three’ 
in second week, is beating down the 
heat at the Liberty for $5,000. 

Exploitation tops for ‘White Angel’ 
at Fifth Ave. Life insurance com- 


pany is sending out 50,000 booklets 
giving history of Florence Nightin- 
gale to policyholders, timing i: with 
pix showing this week. House sent 
1,500 letters to medics and nurses. 


Estimates for This Week 


Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (900: 27-37- 
42)—‘San Francisco’ (MGM) (5th 
week). Still going; $4,800. Last 
week $5,700, great. 

Coliseum (Evergreen) (1,800; 21- 
32)—‘Unguarded Hour’ (MGM) and 
‘Big Brown Eyes’ (Par), dual. Okay 
at $3,400. Last week, ‘Two Flags’ 
(20th) and ‘Wise Guys’ (MGM) dual, 
$3.800, good. 

Fifth Ave. (Evergreen) (2,400; 27- 
37-42)—White Angel’ (FN). Despite 
exploitation, weak at $5,000. Last 
week ‘Suzy’ (MGM) nine days, $10,- 
200, big. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,900: 16-27-42)— 
‘These Three’ (UA) (2d week). 
Holdover good for $5,000. Last week 
$6,800, big. 

Orpheum (Hamrick) (2,700; 27-37- 
42)—‘Rhythm on Range’ (Par) and 
‘Educating Father’ (20th), dual. 








Good week at $7,500. Last week 
‘Bride Walks Out’ (RKO) and ‘Little 
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‘Green Pastures Very Verdant $16,000 
In Frisco; ‘Rhythm 


186, ‘Adverse’ Big 





Miss Nobody’ (20th), 

slow. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (900; 27-37- 
42)—‘Suzy’ (MGM) (2d run). Okay 
$3,000 for repeat. Last week ‘Devil 
Dc i’ (MGM), $3,200, good. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,450; 16-21- 
32)—‘Ticket to Paradise’ (Rep) and 
vaude with Jules Buffano stage 
band. Okay at $4,500. Last week 
‘Counterfeit’ (Col) and stage show, 
$4,200, good. 

Paramount (Evergreen) (3,106; 16- 
21-32)—Big House’ (MGM) 
‘Dancing Lady’ (MGM), revivals. 


dual, $5,000, 


of Ozarks’ (Par) and ‘Sophie Lang 
(Par), dua, $3,000, slow. 

Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 16- 
27)—This week, dark; last week 
‘Frankie and Johnnie’ (Rep) and 
‘Doughnuts and Society’ (Rep), 
dual, $3,100, good. 


‘Sophie’ $4,500 
Rhythm’ $13,000 


In Cincmnati 








Cincinnati, Aug. 4. 
(Best Exploitation: Albee) 

‘Rhythm on the Range’ and ‘Re- 
turn of Sophie Lang’ are the only 
fresh releases to start this week, but 
‘To Mary, With Love,’ was shoved 
into the Palace today (Tuesday) 
when ‘State Fair’ revival did a miss- 
out. 

‘Rhythm’ is getting $13,000 at the 
Albee and ‘Sophie’ $4,500 at the 


Lyric. ‘State Fair’ got $4,000 in its 
four days. 
‘Rhythm’ -drew the most art 


spreads and advance notices. 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-42 )—‘Rhy- 
thm on Range’ (Par). All right at 
$13,000. Last week, ‘Green Pastures’ 
(WB), $13,000, good. 


Palace (RKO) (2,600; 35-42)— 
‘State Fair’ (Fox). Will Rogers re- 
vival poor and pulled after fourth 
day with $4,000. Replaced today (4) 
by ‘To Mary, With Love’ (Fox). Last 
week, ‘Suzy’ (MG), $14,500, good. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 30-40)— 
‘Green Pastures’ (WB) (2d run). 
Switched from Albee and getting 
$4,000, good. Last week, ‘Poor Little 
Rich Girl’ (20th) (2d run), $4,000, 
okay. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 35-42)— 
‘Suzy’ (MG) (2d run). Moved over 
from Palace for $5,000, nice. Last 
week, ‘San Francisco’ (MG) (5th 
week), $5,500, great. 


Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 35-42)—‘So- 
phie Lang’ (Par). Good $4,500. Last 
week, ‘Country Beyond’ (20th), 
$4,000, okay. 

Grand (RKO) (1,200; 
‘San Francisco’ (MG). 
town week; $3,200, 


25-40 )— 
Sixth down- 
swell. Last 


week, ‘Earthworn Tractoc‘s’ (WB) 
(2d run), $2,500, fair. 
Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25)— 


‘Law in Her Hands’ (FN) and ‘Too 
Many Parents’ (Fox), split. Average 
$1,900. Ditto last week on ‘Last Out- 
law (RKO) and ‘Sky Parade’ (Par), 
separate. 

Strand (Ind) (1,300; 15-25)— 
‘She-Devil Island’ (GN) and ‘Easy 
Money,’ twinned. Fair $1,700. Same 
last week on “Ticket to Paradise’ 
(Rep) and ‘Hell’s House’ (FD), lat- 
ter replacing ‘Plow That Broke,’ 
Federal Resettlement pic, after sec- 
ond day. 





HILLBILLY BAND’S CAREER 


North Carolina Greup Picked For 
Western Pictures 








Charlotte, N. C., Aug. 4. 


Dick Hartman and his Tennessee 
Ramblers, hill billy cvtfit, have been 
signed by Republic Pictures to sup- 
ply music for a group of westerns 
that will star Gene Autrey, singing 
cowboy. 

Band has been playing over WBT 
for several years, first under along 
Crazy Water Crystal contract and 
more recently for Southern Radio 
Corp., RCA distributors. 

Band played a tarewell date at 


1, WBT gave the:n # big send-off 
with a program picked up on the 
street in front of the Wilder build- 
ing, housing WET. A man-on-the- 
street mike was set up and by re- 
mote the station aired the boys de- 





parture for Hollywood. 


and | 


Getting big $5,500. Last week, ‘Girl | 


the Criterion theatre here on Aug. 


San Francisco, Aug. 4, 
(Best Exploitation: Paramount) 
A smart piece of booking by 
i Charlie Thall of Fox-West Coast has 
several theatre men here in a fight- 
ing mood. In order to break the run 
of ‘Anthony Adverse,’ which opened 
|as a roadshow attraction Aug. 1, at 
the Geary, Thall booked ‘Green Pas- 
tures’ into the Warfield at regular 
prices, billing it as a mammoth road- 





show production, and ballyhooed 
| ‘Ziegfeld’ for the Paramount, start- 
ing Aug. 6, at pop prices, although 
this picture closed at the Geary only 


a little over a month ago at $1.5( 
top. The Paramount has been carry- 
ing big splurges in the dailies an- 
nouncing the ‘Ziggie’ engagement a 
week in advance, stressing the fact 
that it will be shown complete, with 
no cuts, and at pop prices. This is 
a direct slap at the Geary, which 
plugged its booking as the only 
Frisco showing of ‘Ziegfeld’ in its 
entirety 

‘Pastures’ at the Warfield to sur- 
prisingly good biz, picture being 
handlee dignifiedly. 

‘Adverse’ opened at the Geary to 
twice the biz done by ‘Ziegfeld.’ 

Played up big from the sexy angle, 
| Rosita Royce’s dove dance is bring- 
ing them into the Golden Gate in 
droves. ‘Devil Doll’ is the picture. 

Paramount gets the palm for best 
exploitation because of full page tie- 
up in the newspapers with music 
houses and radio programs devoted 
entirely and dedicated to Crosby. 


Estimates for This Week 


Embassy (RKO-Cohen) (1,512; 30- 
35-40)—‘Dancing Lady’ (MG) and 
‘Big House’ (MGM) (2nd _ wk.). 
Drawing the Market Streeters in to 
tune of $5,000, swell for this em- 
porium. Last week these reissues 
did a sparkling $7,500. 

Fox (Pacific) (5,000; 25-35-40)— 
‘Two Against the World’ (WB) and 
‘Navy Born’ (Rep). Around $6,500, 
better than average, but still plenty 
of red. Last week “Three Cheers for 
Love’ (Par) and ‘Arizona Raiders’ 
(Par), sad at $5,000. 

Geary (Lurie-Pincus) (1,200; 
75-$1-$1.50) — ‘Anthony | Adverse’ 
(WB)). Advance sale surprisingly 
strong for this $1.50 roadshow. First 
two days topped ‘Great Ziegfeld.’ 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,350; 30-35- 
40)—‘Devil Doll’ (MG). This is one 
of 12 pix this house gets from Metro 
on a special deal. Rosita Royce’s 
nude dove dance real draw, bill 
headed for healthy $18,500. Last 
week ‘M’Liss’ (RKO) oke at $15,000. 

Orpheum (F&M) (2,440; 30-35-40) 
—‘Counterfeit’ (Col) and ‘Border 
Patrol’ (20th) (2nd wk.). Shortage 
of product and fair take on first ses- 
sion accounts for this holdover 
which may get $5,000 on the second 
stanza. Last week this action-bill 
did better than expected at $6,500. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,740; 30-35- 
40)—‘Rhythm on Range’ (Par) and 
‘Sophie Lang’ (Par). Crosby pop 
here although ‘Two for Tonight’ hurt 
him considerably. Looks like Cros- 
by will garner $18,000, which is v.42. 
Last week ‘Suzy’ (MG) and ‘Hot 
Money (WB) socko at $19,000. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,470; 30-35- 
40)—‘San Francisco’ (MG) (5th wk). 
Still drawing them in here, looks 
like another $10,000, which is smash- 
ing biz. Last week ‘Francisco’ did 
$10,000 following its moveover from 
the Paramount. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,680; 35-40-55) 
—‘Green Pastures’ (WB). Corking 
$16,000 in prospect for this class pic- 
ture. Last week ‘Earthworm Trac- 
tors’ (WB) and ‘Spendthrift’ (Par) 
finished with a good $14,090. 


‘Wise Guys’-‘Angel’ $3,000, 
‘Suzy’ $3,800 in Tacoma 


Tacoma, Aug. 4. 

(Best Exploitation: Music Box) 
Roxy goes singleton this week 
with ‘Suzy,’ getting $3,800, while the 
across-street Music Box, under same 
banner, has ‘White Angel’ dualled 

with ‘Three Wise Guys’ for $3.000. 
Best exploitation for ‘Angel,’ with 
insurance firm handing out history 
of Florence Nightengale to policy- 

holders. 

Estimates for This Week ms 
Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (750: 16-27) 





50- 











—Dracula’s Daughter’ (U) and 
‘Mine with Iron Door’ (Col), dual. 
Steady biz at $1.600. Last week 
‘Hearts Divided’ (FN) and ‘Cham- 
+ gg Charlie’ (20th), dual, $1,400, 
air. : 

Music Box (Hamrick) (1.400; 16- 
27-37) —‘White Angel’ (FN) and 
| ‘Three Wise Guys’ (MGM), _duai. 


'Good at $3,000. Last week, ‘Earth- 
worm Tractors’ (FN) and ‘Last Oute 
law’ (RKO) dual, $3,800, big. 2 
Rialto (Moore) (1.350; 16-27-37)— 
‘Sophie Lang’ (Par) and ‘Girl of 
Ozarks’ (Par). dual. Okay at $2,600. 
Last week. ‘Had Million’ (Par ) and 
‘Dancing Feet’ (Rep), dual, $5,100, 
big. AGE: 
Roxy (Hamrick) (1,300: 16-27-37) 
—‘Suzy’ (MGM). - Big at $3,800. Last 
week ‘Bride Walks Out’ (RKO) and 
‘Speed’ (MGM) dual, $2,800, okay- 
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ij Soren Pix. Gelting Strong 
~ Biz; ‘Rhythm on Range’ Plus Ams 
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Chicago 


Wow $38,000; ‘Green Pastures’ $18 (00 





Chicago, Aug. 4. 

(Best Exploitation: United Artists) 

Looks like this town is going to 
have best summer biz since the fair. 
When it’s hot they flock downtown to 
cool off. Now with the temperature 
down they’re filling the seats be- 
cause of the pix strength. Loop 
managers are clapping their hands in 
glee and throwing their red ink bot- 
tles out of the windows. 

Chicago will lead the parade this 
week with big Major Bowes show 
(band and amateurs) on stage. The 
State-Lake is giving the Oriental a 
terrific fight, with State leading. 
B&K house has fur show on boards 
in addition to. regular vaude 
bill, while first-run ‘M’liss’ and 
‘Breezy Brevities’ revue on stage at 
State-Lake is dragging them in at 
the Jones theatre. 

Archie Herzoff took publicity hon- 
ors this week getting big spreads in 
all the dailies for opening of ‘Green 
Pastures.’ 


Estimates for This Week 


Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 25-35-55)— 
‘San Francisco’ (MG), Shifted here 
after five-week run at United Artists 
and ought to do strong $5,500. Last 
week, second stanza of ‘Devil Doll’ 
(MG) finished to $3,800. 

Chicago (B&K)~ (4,000; 35-55-75)— 
‘Rhythm on Range’ (Par) and Bowes 
band and amateur unit. Looks like 
smash $38,000 in offing. Last week 
‘Little Rich Girl’ (20th) big $32,000. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 25-35-55)— 
‘Rich Girl’ (20th). Shifted here from 
Chicago for second loop week, should 
get terrific $8,500. Predecessor, 
‘Earthworm Tractor’ (WB) did strong 
$6,400, second week. 

Oriental (B&K) (3,200; 25-35-40)— 
‘Palm Springs’ (Par) and vaude. 
Fairish $12,000, despite help of fur 
show on stage. Last week ‘God- 
fathers’ (MG) and ‘Pousse Cafe’ re- 
vue, excellent $15,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 25-35-55-65) 
‘Special Agent’ (GB) and stage show. 
Bill Robinson on stage not helped by 
mystery flicker and drawing $22,000, 
fair. Last week ‘Let’s Sing Again’ 
(RKO) and Marx Bros. on stage ac- 
counted for smash $30,000. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65) 
— ‘Suzy’ (MG). Going over, getting 
oke $10,000 currently after fine $14,- 
000 last week. 

State-Lake (Jones) (2,700; 25-35- 
40)—‘M’liss’ (RKO) and vaude. Ex- 
cellent at $13,500. ‘Unguarded Hour’ 
(MG) snared fine $13,000 last week. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 35- 
45-65 )—Green Pastures’ (WB). Start- 
ing strong and with good exploita- 
tion should gross smash $18,000 first 
week of lengthy run. Fifth week of 
‘San Francisco’ (MG) ended with 
nice $8,500. 


Crosby, $6,000, ‘Two 
vs. World’-Blackstone 
Strong $8,200, Indpls. 


Indianapolis, Aug. 4. 
(Best Exploitation: Lyric) 

‘Rhythm on the Range’ at the Cir- 
cle with a good $6,000 and Black- 
stone’s magic revue on the stage at 
the Lyric with a nifty $8,200 are the 
money-getters of the downtown sec- 
tor this week. “Two Against World’ 
is the flicker on the latter bill with 
Bla e, while ‘Bunker Bean’ is 
the second film on a dual at the for- 
mer house. Neither one is given 
any credit for assistance, however. 
Shirley Temple’s ‘Poor Little Rich 
Girl’ is holding over strongly at the 
Apollo and will take a good $3,800 

its second week. 

Tieups with magicians’ societies of 
entire state, stunts at Press club, in- 
terviews on radio and in newspavers, 
etc., are among the features of the 
Lyric’s good campaign on Blackstone 
— _ exploitation honors for the 

ek. 


Estimates for This Week 


Apolle (Fourth Ave.) (1,100; 25- 
40)\—‘Poor Little Rich Girl’ (20th) 
(2d week). Better than usual hold- 
over pace with $3,800 ii view. First 
week excellent $6,000. 

«,citele (Monarch) (2,600; 25-40)— 
Rhythm on Range’ (Par) and ‘Bunk- 
er Bean’ (RKO), dual. Former pic 
Ziven heavy ad campaign and re- 
sponding well at $6,000. Last week 
Spendthrift’ (Par) and ‘Sophie Lang’ 
(Par) weak at $2.800. 

Loew’s (Loews’) (2,800; 25-40)— 
Nero Wolfe’ (Col) dualled with ‘3 
Wise Guys’ (MG). Former pic 
Stressed in ads, take light at $3,500. 
Last week ‘Suzy’ (MG) and ‘Coun- 











terfeit’ (Col) good at $7,100. 

Lyric (Olson) (2.000; 25-30-40)— | 
‘Two Against World’ (WB) and 
Blackstone on stave. Latter drawing 
gzo00d Last week ‘Earthworm j 


rs” 


‘Devil Doll’ Duo $7,300, OK 
N.H.’s Got ‘Rhythm’ $6,200 


New Haven, Aug. 4. 
_ (Best Exploitation: Poli) 
_ Film spots have had best summer 
in several years, with four nearby 
straw hats apparently making little 
dent on picture grosses, 

Poli’s campaign on ‘Devil Doll’ fol- 
lowed usual line of air plugs, fan 
mag giveaways, news space, includ- 
ing national ads, heralds. Also lobby 
display of smail dolls, bakery tiein 
for circular distribution and a full 
window in five-and-dime with dolls 
and stills, 


Estimates for This Week 


Paramount (M&P) (2,348: 35-50)— 
Rhythm on Range’ (Par) and ‘Girl 


of Ozarks’ (Par). Good $6,200 in 
view. Last week ‘Three Cheers’ 
(Par) and ‘Crash Donovan’ (U): 
light $3,800. 

Poli (Loew) (3,040; 35-50)—Devil 
Doll’ (MG) and ‘So They Married’ 
(Col). Should satisfy around $7,300. 


Last week ‘Suzy’ (MG) and ‘Went 
to College’ (MG) started big, faded, 
closed with good $9,500. 

Roger Sherman (WB) 
50)—‘Always Tomorrow’ (MG) and 
‘Taxi’ (WB). Revival bill in for five 
days headed for okay $3,500. Last 
week ‘M’Liss’ (RKO) and ‘Easy 
Money’ (Inv), yanked after six days 
days of tepid biz, poor $2,500. 

College (Loew) (1,565; 25-35)— 
‘Trouble for Two’ (MG) and ‘White 
Fang’ (20th), Probably light, around 
$3,200. Last week ‘Rich Girl’ (20th) 
and ‘Educating Father’ (20th), hold- 
over on 35-50 scale, drew fair enough 
$3,700 on second week. 


PROV. COASTING, 
PASTURES 86, 
‘NERO’ $8,500 


Providence, Aug. 4. 
(Best Exploitation: Loew’s) 

Town seems due for another siege 
of hot weather. Heat waves gripped 
Providence over the weekend at a 
time when most of the coin slips 
through the turnstiles at the down- 
town theatres. Consequently there 
is every indication that the pickings 
will be rather lean for most stands. 
Entertainment fare fairly good con- 
sidering everything. 

Loew’s staff did a neat job of plug- 
ging ‘Nero Wolfe,’ getting some op- 
position from Majestic, where Bernie 
Fay ballyed ‘Green Pastures’ along 
lines not usually associated with this 
theatre. Howard Brukhardt, how- 
ever, made the most of several op- 
portunities which afforded them- 
selves on tricky theme of his main 
picture. 


Estimates for This Week 


Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-25-40)— 
‘Green Pastures’ (WB). Perhaps un- 
der different circumstances this 
house could cut a wide swath, but 
because of limited appeal of produc- 
tion coupled with the weather noth- 
ing more than $8,000 is looked for, 
but okay at that. Last week ‘Little 
Rich Girl’ (WB) copped holdover 
honors when $11,500 rung up. 

Loew’s (3,200; 15-25-40)—‘Nero 
Wolfe’ (Col) and ‘Three Godfathers’ 
(MG). Reviews kind but the tem- 
peratures expected to keep activity 
down to $8,500 or so. Last week 
‘Suzy’ (MG) and ‘Final Hour’ (Col) 
grabbed off real midwinter business 
by grossing $16,500, great. 

Fay’s (2,000; 15-25-40)—"Little Rich 
Girl’ (20th) and vaude. Brought over 
from sister house, Majestic, the Tem- 
ple pic is going along at a smooth 
pace; sure of $6,000 at least, real nice 
for a holdover in these parts and 
these days. Last week ‘Easy Money 
(Invinc) and vaude, off at $4,100. 

Strand (Indie) (2,200; 15-25-40)— 
‘Sophie Lang’ (Par) and ‘F-Man’ 
(Par). Just coasting, and this stanza 
is no different; no chance of grabbing 
more than $4,500. Last week ‘Border 
Flight’ (Par) and ‘Spendthrift’ (Par) 
also poor at same figure. 


(2,200; 35- 











4TH ESTATE MUSICAL 


Hollywood, Aug. 4. 

Mark Kelly’s ‘Peach Edition,’ as 
an initialler for Sonja Heinie at 
20th-Fox, will be toned down and 
musicalized by Lew Pollock and Sid- 
ney Mitchell. 

Original newspaper yarn was ‘ig- 
ured too tough to debut the ice skate 
queen, 





Omaha Not So Ha! Ha! 


; Omaha, Aug. 4. 

Mediocre programs, s» weather has 
become the main item of interest in 
show business as well as elsewhere. 

Car giveaway Wednesday will bol- 
ster the end of the week and bring 
up figures that would otherwise be 
unusually low, 

Estimates for This Week 

Omaha (Blank) (2,100; 25-40)— 
‘Rainy Afternoon’ (UA) and ‘Things 
to Come (UA), Coasting lightly, may 
reach $6,000. Last week ‘Suzy’ (MG) 
and ‘Absolute Quiet’ (MG) were 
boisterous, especially with the top- 
heavy trade by folks trying to es- 
cape the heat over the week end; 
upwards of $9,000. 

Orpheum (Blank) (2,976; 25-40)— 
‘Spendthrift’ (Par) dualled with ‘Till 
We Meet Again’ (Par). Just a pro- 
gram except that Henry Fonda name 
may mean something here in his 
home town, $6,000 nothing of note 
here. Last week ‘Little. Rich Girl’ 
(20th) and ‘Nobody’s Fool’ (U), 
$11,000, great. 

Brandeis (Singer-RKO) (1,250: 25- 
35-40)—‘Nero Wolfe’ (Col) and 
‘M’liss’ (RKO). Not much to drag 
them in except the auto giveaway 
Wednesday night; $3,750 not so bad. 
Last week ‘Earthworm Tractors’ 
(FN) and ‘Murder by an Aristocrat’ 
(FN) over $5,000, best money Joe 
Brown film ever did here, 


RANCE’- RIPLEY 
SOCKO $30,000 
DET. $0-S0 


Detroit, Aug. 4. 

Town is growing listless again. 
Natives poked their heads into thea- 
tre doors for two or three weeks af- 
ter recent hot spell, but started trek- 
king to resorts, etc., against last 
week, with resultant drop-off most 
everywhere. 

Current stanza finds conditions a 
lot worse, except at the Michigan, 
which continues to drag ’em in at 
terrific rate. ‘Rhythm on the Range,’ 
plus Bob Ripley’s unit on stage. is 
heading for a walloping $30,000, 
flicker and vaude dividing honors. 

‘Green Pastures,’ aided by good 
press notices here and via wires, 
started off with a bang at the United 
Artists Thursday (30) but fell off 
suddenly and won’t hit expected pro- 
portions, at $13,000, good, however. 
House getting seven shows a day, and 
film is due to h. o. week or two. 

Part of town’s slump can be tied to 
managers’ failure at exploitation 
stunts current stanza. Except for 
Michigan’s tieup with Detroit Times, 
on amateur tryouts for Ripley unit, 
nothing of importance is noted. UA 
used more than usual paid news- 
paper advertising on ‘Pastures.’ 

Estimates for This Week 


Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
30-40-65)—‘Rhythm on Range’ (Par) 
with Bob Ripley’s unit on stage. 
Combo good attraction here, and this 
week’s hotcha $30,000 leads town by 
wide margin, giving house third ter- 
rific gross in a row. Tieup with 
local Hearst print, on amateur try- 
outs for Ripley unit, didn’t hurt biz. 
Take just topped $31,000 last stanza 
on ‘Suzy’ (MG) and Shep Fields’ 
ork on stage, swell. 

Fox (India) (5,000; 30-40-65 )—‘So 
Were Married’ (Col) and ‘Follow the 
Stars’ on stage. Biz stays dull here 
for second consecutive week, present 
combo due for not more than $15,000, 
pretty lean. Woodward avenue 
widening isn’t helping, and neither is 
pic. Last week got a slim $16,500 on 
second week of ‘Poor Little Rich 
Girl’ (20th), and Sid Marion head- 
ing vaude. Temple film hit nice 
$23,000 first session, but slumped 
badly after that. 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2,000; 25-35-55)—Green Pastures’ 
(WB). Aided by both national and 
local press notices, flicker opened 
with bang; $13,000, nice. Holds over. 
Fourth week of ‘San Francisco (MG), 
good $8,000, set a modern-day mark 
for house, no other flicker on house’s 
record having stuck that long. 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 25-40)— 
‘Little Rich Girl’ (20th) (3d week) 
and ‘Plow That Broke the Plains.’ 
Temple flicker moved here for fur- 
ther run after two oke sessions at 
Fox, and being helped by Federal 
government film to a normal $4,300 
current stanza. ‘Crash Donovan’ (U) 
and ‘High Tension’ (20th) hit a nifty 
$5,400 last stanza. 

State (United Detroit) (3,000: 25- 
40)\—"Three Cheers for Love’ (Par) 
and ‘Spendthrift’ (Par), dual. Biz 
at $6,000 pace this week, okay. Last 
week “Two Against World’ (FN) and 
‘Hot Money’ (WB) oke at $5,000, 


WB Unhorses Foran 


Hollywood, Aug. 4. 
Dick Foran is being taken out of 
westerns by Warners. 
He’s slated for juve lead in “The 
Black Legion, which will be di- 
rected by Archie Maya. 

















—————- 


Eeenlerial B way, but Mary of Seal’ 
Wow 1006; State’s ‘S. F’-Sobol Show 
Big 366; Rhythm ’-Spitalny Sock 406 





(Best Exploitation: Par) 

With the Equator seeming to move 
nearer Broadway on Monday (3), 
theatres began sweating, the man- 
agers peeled off their coats and then 


started getting grouchy with secre- 
taries as orders went out to turn 
those cooling systems on stronger. 
Dailies were hinting early yesterday 
(Tues.) that cooler ozone may be ex- 
pected and some rain did come but 
the managers up to late in the day 
figured the only thing they could be 
certain of are their icing plants. 
Those theatre refrigerators are the 
main hope right now. 

Three theatres are not cussing the 
weather and the draught of beaches, 
country and home fan equipment or 
the lure of a long Tom Collins. The 
others aren’t talking for fear of be- 
ing pinched—whatithey’d say is un- 
printable. 

Starting out like a winter attrac- 
tion, ‘Mary of Scotland’ got in some 
fancy licks prior to the hot breath 
that started blowing on it Monday 
(3). Picture’s $14,500 opening day 
Thursday (30) and regardless of a 
baking New York gives it a chance 
to hit $100,000. Stays second week. 
Two other theatres that aren’t in a 
mood to cut their screens to pieces 
are the Paramount and State. 

‘Rhythm on the Range,’ aided by 
the Phil Spitalny band in person, 
closed out its first week at the Par 
last night at a bit over $40,000 and 
starts second today (Wed.). At the 
State, which is jealous of the Par 
and vice versa, a tremendous week 
of $36,000 or better is assured by ‘San 
Francisco’ (2d run) and vaude head- 
ed by Louis Sobol, columnist. The 
State will hold its entire show over, 
first time ever done, meantime 
thumbing its nose at the weather 
man and pitying theatres that don’t 
have a ‘Frisco’ to keep people out 
of bathing suits. 5 

‘Three Cheers for Love,’ ‘The Final 
Hour,’ ‘Grand Jury’ and ‘Bengal 
Tiger,’ new pictures of the week, are 
being spoken of in whispers. ‘Cheers 
is getting the wrong kind of cheer- 
ing at the Roxy, management of 
which cut the nut to ribbons in hope 
of getting by, which it will at a 
chance to grab $24,000. ‘Bengal 
Tiger’ is an animal of some kind— 
popularly known among exhibitors 
as a dog—for the recently unlucky 
Strand. Single week ending last 
night (Tues.), ‘Tiger’ spells a mousey 
$6,000. At the bandbox Rialto ‘Final 
Hour’ doesn’t want to go anywhere, 
$6,000 or over, while ‘Grand Jury,’ on 
a double bill at the Palace, wili be 
lucky to get the house $7,500, red. 

There are two holdovers, in addi- 
tion to the two-a-day ‘Ziegfeld.’ 
Getting $30,000 the first week at the 
Capitol, an agreeable gross for. the 
summer, ‘Suzy’ is weakening con- 
siderably on the holdover at a pace 
of $16,000. The Rivoli isn’t quite that 
lucky with ‘Return of Sophie Lang, 
second week ending today (Wed.), 
under $7,000. ‘Road to Glory’ (20th- 
Fox) opens today. 

‘Ziegfeld’ last week, its 16th, got 
$13,900, good. Picture goes out the 
middle of the month, probably Aug. 
16, with ‘Romeo and Juliet’ to open 
at a $2 top Aug. 19. : 

Paramount did a bangup job sell- 
ing ‘Rhythm’ and the Spitalny band. 
It nabbed more space on the all- 
femme band show than any played 
to date, in addition to publicity on 
the picture. A larger front was built 
and more spent on advertising te 
show. Theatre opened doors earlier 
($.30) for greater turnover, includ- 
ing five shows a day ever since 
opening. Among tieups was a con- 
test in the Mirror. 

Estimates for This Week 


Astor (1,012; 55-$1.10-$1.65-$2) — 
‘Ziegfeld’ (MG) (17th week). Slipped 
a bit last week (16th), $13,900. Prob- 
ably closes highly profitable run Aug. 
16, with ‘Romeo and Juliet’ (MG), on 
two-a-day at $2 top, to open Aug. 19. 

Capitol (4,620; 25-35-55-85-$1.25 )— 
‘Suzy’ (MG) (2d week). Held to 
good business first week, $29,800, but 
on holdover getting short of breath. 
$16,000, still okay. ‘Devil's Doll’ 
(MG) in Friday (7). ; 

Palace (1,700; 25-35-55) — ‘Bride 
Walks Out’ (RKO) (2d run) and 
‘Grand Jury’ (RKO? (ist run), dual. 
They can blame the distributor for 
this pair, only $7.500, red. Last week 
‘White Angel’ (WB) (2d run) and 
‘Hot Mcney’ (WB) (ist run), $8,500, 
weak. 

Paramount (3,664: 25-35-55-85)— 
‘Rhythm on Range’ (Par) and, in pit, 
Phil Spitalny’s femme band. First 
week ending last nigh. (Tues.) 
slightly over $40,000, excellent, and 
holds. Doing an extra show daily. 
Last week ‘Spendthrift’ (Par) and 
Red Nichols orchestra with Loretta 
Lee, $26,000, oke. 

Radio City Music Hall (5,989: 40- 
60-85-89-$1.10-$1.65)—‘“Mary of Scot- 
land’ (RKO) and stage show. Despite 
heat may hit perfumey $100,000, 


smash biz and holds. Last week, 
second for ‘Pastures’ (WB), $78,000. 

Rialto (750; 25-40-65)—‘Final Hour’ 
(Col). Not what the doctor ordered, 
$6,000 or over. Last week ‘We Weut 
to College’ (MG), $6,400. 

Rivoli (2,092; 40-75-99)—’Sophie 
Lang’ (Par) (2d week). Ended sec- 
ond week, a forced one, last night 
at under $7,000, mean. First week 
was $12,000. ‘Road to Glory’ (20th) 
opens today (Wed.). 

Roxy (5,836; 25-35-55 )—"Three 
Cheers for Love’ (Par) and stage 
show. Here again it’s no fun look- 
ing at the figures but maybe $24,000, 
pulling out, nut being held down in 
all ways possible. Last week ‘Earth- 
worm Tractors’ (WB), $26,000, 
enough black to pass out a few 
cigars. 

Strand (2,767: 35-55-65-85)—Ben- 
gal Tiger’ (WB). On week ending last 
night (Tues.) only $6,000, very poor, 
Last week ‘Satan Met Lady’ (WB), 


$13,000, mild. ‘Jail Break’ (WB) 
starts today (Wed). 
State (3,450; 35-55-75)—‘Frisco’ 


(MG) (2d run) and vaude headed by 
Louis Sobol, columnist. Only the 
heat is holding this week’s business 
from being bigger; $36,000 or over in 
view, a lot of work for the cashiers. 
A new summer high. Whole show 
holds over. Last week ‘Nero Wolfe’ 
(Col) and Cab Calloway band, over 
$28,000, fine, 


‘Suzy’ Fine $13,000, 
‘Pastures Oke 106 
In Buffalo Heat 


_—-——_-— 


Buffalo, Aug. 4. 
(Best Exploitation: Great Lakes) 
Another heat wave is leveling off 
theatre grosses, although cooling sys- 
tems manage to keep figures from 
dropping too low. In addition, strong 
attractions at both the Buffalo and 
the Lakes are furnishing substantial 
aid to the box offices while the 
Lafayette continues to hold to its 
much improved takings. 

‘Green Pastures’ rates the exploi- 
tation top with strong newspaper 
coverage, both in art and news copy. 
Private previews for the clergy, 
musicians and scientists brought good 
comment, 

Estimates for This Week 


Buffalo (Shea) (3,600; 30-40-50)—~ 
‘Suzy’ (MG). Doing well, and 'ooks 
te get beyond $13,000. Last week 
‘Early to Bed’ (Par) and a Bov--s 
unit developed another sensational 
gross and may determine more fre- 
quent flesh appearances on the stage 
here; superfine at $23,000. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,400; 25-40’—‘Devil 

Doll’ (MG) and ‘We Went to Col- 
lege’ (MG). Despite a nice adver- 
tising job, bill figures no better than 
$5.000. Last week “Two Against the 
World’ (WB) and ‘Amateur Gentle- 
man’ (UA). Routine dual for poor 
$4,500. 
Great Lakes (Shea) (3,400: 25-40) 
—‘Green Pastures’ (WB). Nice get- 
away and, although appeal seems to 
be to class groups, should go over 
$10,000. Last week ‘Earthworm 
Tractors’ (WB), got up to estimates, 
but only fair at $7.000. 

Century (Shea) (3,400; 25)—‘White 
Fang’ (20th) and ‘Human Cargo’ 
(20th). Average $5.000. Last week 
‘Return of Sovhie Lang’ (Par) and’ 
‘Treachery Rides Range’ (WB), 
About as expected: okay at $5,100. 

Lafayette (Ind.) (3,400: 25)—‘Se- 
cret Agent’ (GB) and ‘One Way 
Ticket’ (Col). Continues to show 
neat grosses and notable increase in 
figures over same weeks last year 
points to new cooling system as ex- 
planation. May go to $7,000. Last 
week ‘Hell-Ship Morgan’ (Col) and 
‘Mine with Iron Door’ (Col), nice 
$6,500, 


Whale Heads Coastward 


Hollywood, Aug. 4. 
James Whale is en route here from 
London, to resume his directorial 
contract at Universal. 
First assignment on return will be 
‘Time Out of Mind,’ Jane Wyatt 
starrer. 


To Star DeHavilland 


Hollywood, Aug. 4. 
Olivia DeHavilland is to get star- 
billing from Warners because of her 
work in ‘Anthony Adverse.’ 
Her first starrer will be ‘House of 























Coombe,’ with Sybil Jason featured, 
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Hollywood More Musical-Minded: 


Orchestrations 





vr 


Hollywood, Aug. 4, 

Importance of musical accompani- 
ments in pictures, for sometime con- 
sidered only as a pleasant musical 
background, now has Hollywood 
after names who will add entertain- 
ment value to pictures through com- 
posing or arranging scores that will 
properly refiect the mood of the pic- 
ture’s theme. In the past six months 
incidental music has improved con- 
siderably. 

Undoubtedly, though most audi- 
ences. were not aware of the fact, 
the musical scores for films ac- 
counted for a great deal of the pic- 
tures’ dramatic value. Such musical 
embellishment for pictures is not new. 
D. W. Griffith first featured picture 
scoring in “The Birth of a Nation.’ 
However, studios were so busy with 
the screen’s talking voice during the 
last six years that the musical edu- 
cation of films was neglected. Now, 
it’s different. Hollywood is lining up 
a number of class musicians to add 
their touch to pictures. 


Stokowski Sidelines 


Leopold Stokowski has arrived 
here to do his stint with his orches- 
tra in Paramount’s ‘Big Broadcast 
of 1937.’ Stokowski will not stop at 
that. He'll sit on the sidelines, ab- 
sorb pictures and probably in a year 
or so will be groomed as a musical 
consultant for major pictures. His 
value is to lie in his knowledge of 
mass appreciation. 

Werner Janssen has just completed 
scoring Par’s “The General Died at 
Dawn’ and will, in all probability, 
return here in November to do a 
similar job on Cecil B. De Mille’s 
‘The Plainsman.’ Score of the ‘Gen- 
eral’ is wholly original. 

Eric Wolfgang Korngold was 
brought here by Warners from Ger- 
many to orchestrate ‘Midsummer 
Night’s Dream’ and ‘Captain Blood.’ 
In both cases, Korngold’s score, 
though not original, was interest- 
ingly handled. 


Sill Being Watched 


Interesting to observers will be the 
work of William Grant Sill, young 
Negro who’s ‘Africa’ suite and ‘Afro- 
American Symphony’ have already 
stamped him as a comer in Ameri- 
can music. He’s at Columbia, and 
will handle the score on ‘Lost 
Horizon.’ ; 

Most progressive of the Hollywood 
regulars has been Max Steiner, 
whose work in addition to ‘The In- 
former,’ has been noticeable in ‘The 
Lost Patrol,’ ‘Little Lord Fauntleroy’ 
and ‘She.’ 


‘Fury,’ a,commendable chore. 


An old liner in Hollywood, who 
has contributed topnotch musical 
scoring, is Herbert Stothart, whose 
“Mutiny On the Bounty’ and ‘Romeo 
scores have created 
favorable comment. Alfred Newman, 
director, 
reached his top in ‘Barbary Coast’ 
and previously clicked with ‘Street 
Leo F. Forbstein, Maurice 

Packh, Dr. William Axt and Nat 

Fenston are other Hollywood vets 
+ with highlight productions to their 

credit, 


and Juliet’ 


United Artists’ musical 


Scene.’ 





BROOKLYN FAIR 


Despite Heat—‘Spendthrift’ Dual at 


Par, $13,000 


i Brooklyn, Aug. 4. 

Glorious weekend weather with 
the downtown picture houses injured 
a bit but no kicks while all outdoor 
attractions appeared to be mopping 
up. _ Coney reported another bangup 
session of biz with beaches cluttered 
from Norton's Point to Oriental. 

Talk of town continues to be ‘San 
Francisco’ which is in its fifth week, 
something of a record, at Loew’s 
Met. ‘Suzy’ comes in on Friday. 
Paramount and Fox, with dual bills, 
both good. Albee, with ‘Dr. Forbes’ 
and ‘While Fang,’ week. 


Estimates for This Week 





Paramount (4,000; 25-35-50)— 
‘Spendthrift’ (Par) and ‘Satan Met 
Lady’ (WB), will bring in good 
$13,000. Last week ‘Public Enemy’s 
Wife’ (WB) and ‘Early to Bed’ 
(Par), $13,000. 

Fox (4.000: 25-35-50)—‘Counter- 


feit,” (Col) and ‘Dark Hour’ (Ches). 
Dualers will produce $12,000, fairish. 


Last week ‘Nero Wolfe’ (Col) and 
‘Stand Condemned’ (UA), got $13,- 
5€9, good. 

Albee (3.400; 25-35-50) — ‘Dr 
Forbes’ (20th) and ‘White Fang,’ 
dualers, figured for $8,000, poor. 


Last week ‘Evide Walks Out’ (RKO) 
and ‘Blackmailer’ (Col) $8,000, dull. 

Loew’s Met (3,400; 25-35-50)—‘San 
Francisco’ (MG) (5th week). Will 


Franz Waxman, who 
scored Ufa’s ‘Congress Dances,’ was 
brought here by Metro to handle 


receive pleasant $12,000, fine for b.o. 
considering long stay of pic. Last 
week ‘San Francisco’ (MG), splendid 
$14,000. 
Strand (2,000; 25-35-50) — ‘Fatal 
Lady’ (Par) and ‘Hot Money’ (WB). 
Two pedestrian flickers will get 
$4,000, unexciting. Last week ‘Sud- 
den Death’ (Par) and ‘Mine With 
Iron Door’ (Col), $4,000, quiet. 


‘TO MARY-WITH LOVE’ 
NICE $12,000 in K. C. 


Kansas City, Aug. 4. 

With advent of cooler weather, 
August and its dog days yap onto the 
scene amid aa aura of box office 
tinkling. Most of the music, how- 
ever, continues to come at the mats 
with evenings generally on the pian- 
issimo side. 


Friday, regular moe day, found 
only the Tower and Midland tackin 
up new banners and they pulle 
nicely as a result. Midland with the 
revived ‘Dancing Lady‘ will be well 
up in the running with a swell $14,- 
500 in sight. Revivalism exponents 
here have as a rule been greeted 
with nice openings, chilly midweeks 
and frigid closings. 

Mainstreet with “To Mary—With 
Love’ will come to the front for the 
first time in weeks and should gather 
in a nice $12,000. The Uptown hold- 
ing ‘Poor Little Rich Girl’ after a 
fine $11,200 for first 11 days and 
looking for $4,500 on the current 
week. 

Publicity staffs have apparently 
faded with the hot weather. The 
boys are writing newspaper ads and 
little else. 


Estimates for This Week 


Mainstreet (RKO) (3,200; 25-40)— 
‘To Mary —With Love’ (20th-Fox). 
Nice press and good word of mouth, 
should build to good $12,000. Last 
week ‘Grand Jury’ (RKO) did fair 
$7,000. 

Newman (Par) (1.900; 25-40)—‘Dr. 
Forbes’ (20th-Fox) and ‘Three 
Cheers’ (Par). Dual bill looks to be 
a problem child with mild $7,500 in 
sight if midweek doesn’t wash it up. 








Last week ‘Spendthrift’ (Par) short 
with $6,000. 
Midland (Loew) (4,000; 25-40)— 


‘Dancing Lady’ (MG). This three- 
year-old looks healthy. Teaser used 
was all Astaire. Customers seem to 
like it, results should be merry with 
nice $14,500. Last week ‘Suzy’ (MG) 
got neat $15,800. 

Tower (Rewot) (2,200; 25)—‘Nero 
Vlolfe’ (Col) and vaude. House be- 

inning to show more strength, okay 
7,500 on the line. Last week ‘3 
Wise Guys’ (MG) aided by above av- 
erage stage revue boosted to a sweet 


100. 

Uptown (Fox) (2,040; 25-40)— 
‘Little Rich Girl’ (20th). Customary 
good Temple biz here, pulled $11,000 
first 11 days and should get okay 
$4,500 for current stanza. 


FAIR AND COOLER, SO 
LINCOLN’S BIZ UPS 


Lincoln, Aug. 4. 

With a decided break in the heat 
wave all houses here have picked up 
considerably. The Western League 
baseball threat didn’t last. They were 
in here for four nights straight but 
couldn’t see enough to crack the nut 
and pulled out leavin’ the town with- 
out any organized baseball, which 
won't hurt the business at the b.o. 
any. 

Estimates for This Week 


Liberty (LTC) (1,200; 10-15)— 
‘Arizona Raiders’ (Par). Fair with 
cooler weather at $850. Last week 
‘Navy Born’ (Rep) and ‘Sudden 
Death’ (Par) came through with a 
neat $950. 

Lincoln (LTC) (1,600: 10-20-25)— 
‘Early to Bed’ (Par) plus ‘Law in 
Her Hands’ (FN). Full week, fair 
at $2,600. Last week ‘Harvester’ 
(Rep) plus ‘Big Noise’ (WB) jerked 
after two days and replaced with 
‘Little M‘ss Nobody’ (20th) plus 
‘High Tension’ (20th) which helped 
to raise the take to $3,000. 

Orpheum (LTC) (1.350; 10-15-20- 
25)—‘Bride Walks Out’ (RKO) plus 
‘Till We Meet Again’ (Par). Back 
to duals, should also be helped by 
cooler weather and will probably 
gross $1.800. Last week ‘Sutter's 
Gold’ (U) by itself all week, only 
fair at $1,500. 

Stuart (LTC) (1,900: 10-25-40)— 
‘Rhythm on Range’ (Par). Probably 
only fair at $2,500. Last week ‘Suzy’ 
(MG), along with beauty pageant, 
came through with a very nice $4,500. 
Varsity (Westland) (1,100; 10-15- 
25)—‘Final Hour’ (Col). Can’t be 
counted on for much and will do 
good at anything over $1,090. Last 
week ‘Panic on Air’ (Col). $1,100, 














Aid to Pix Values 


Ist Runs on Broadway 
(Subject to Change) 





Week of Aug. 7 

Aster—‘Great Ziegfeld’ (MG) 
(18th wk.). ° 

Capitel——‘Devil Doll’ (MG). 

Music Hall—‘Mary of Scot- 
land’ (RKO) (2d wk.). 

Paramount—‘Rhythm on the 
Range’ (Par) (2d wk.). 

Rialte—‘Down Under the Sea’ 
(Rep). 

Riveli—‘Road to Glory’ (20th) 
(5). 

Rexy—‘M'liss’ (RKO). 

Strand—‘Jailbreak’ 
(15). 


(WB) 


Week of Aug. 14 

Aster—‘Great Ziegfeld’ (MG) 
(19th wk.). 

Capitel—‘His Brother’s Wife’ 
(MG). 

Music Hall—‘Mary of Scotland’ 
(RKO) (3d wk.). 

Paramount—‘Yours for the 
the Asking’ (Par) (12). 

Rivoli—‘Road to Glory’ (20th) 
(2d wk.). 

Rexy—‘Charlie Chan at the 
Race Track’ (20th). 

Strand—‘China Clipper’ (WB) 
(12). 





j and M’Liss’ 








TOURISTS, TEMP 
HYPO CLEVE. 
B. 0.5 


Cleveland, Aug. 4. 
(Best Exploitation: State) 

Early August influx of vacationeers 
to see Cleveland’s centennial expo, 
plus the Yankee-Indians game which 
drew 65,000 into town over weekend, 
is turning tide for theatres.‘ Tem- 
perature has gone down and grosses 
jumped up encouragingly. 

Despite carpers, expo hasn’t hurt 
houses as much as heat. July was 
a bad month for both. This month’s 
boost in fair’s attendance figure is 
helping everybody’s biz except 
Loew’s State. 

Marx Bros. blew into State bally- 
hooed like a circiis, but couldn’t sell 
themselves to localites as big as ex- 
pected. For a show with a $13,000 
nut, it should go way over $27,000, 
but probably won't. , 

Milt Harris of State did the three 
Marxs up brown as far as publicity 
tricks go. Had them clown between 
innings of Yankee-Indians game, 
burlesking the players; arranged spe- 
cial ex ion rates on_ trains, 
plugged them in cards of traffic rules 
and handed out Marx tips in sealed 
envelopes at racetracks. 


Estimates for This Week 


Palace (RKO) (3,200; 30-35-40)— 
‘Public Enemy’s Wife’ (WB) and 
Duke Ellington’s orchestra in vaude 
unit. Five shows a day over week- 
end booming gross to great $24,500. 
Last week Lum and Abner on stage 
(RKO) came through 
with $18,000, good. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 30-42-60)— 
‘Devil Doll’ (MG) and Marx Bros. 
on stage. First flesh at this house 
in a couple of weeks, but boys 
ovened poorly, though building un. 
House will be happy if it collects 
$26,500 or better. Last week, ‘Suzy’ 
(MG). in spite of critical slams, got 
$19,500, okay. 

Hippodrome (WB) (3,700: 24-40)— 
‘To With Love’ (20th-Fox). 
Satisfying at $19,000, being rated as 
one of the year’s better domestic 
dramas. Last week, ‘Green Pastures’ 
(WB), suffered to extent of $16,500, 
despite raves it got. 

Stillman (Loew’s) (1,872; 25-35)— 
‘Suzy’ (MG) (2d wk.). A real hot- 
cake, after transfer from State, zoom- 
ing up to exceptional $12.000. Last 
week, ‘San Francisco’ (MG), made 
history on fourth holdover week by 
yanking in $10,500, great. 

Allen (RKO) (3.000; 24-40 )—‘Green 
Pastures’ (WB). Moved in following 
fairish week at Hivo»n and is doing 
much better here, $10.000, relatively. 
Last week, ‘Poor ).ittle Rich Girl’ 
(20th-Fox), got $7,500, good. 


‘Time’s British Subsid 

‘March of Time’ has formed a sep- 
arate operating company for the 
British Isles, to be known as March 
of Time, Ltd., with offices in London 
and directly responsible for produc- 
tion and promotion of British edi- 
tions. In future, ‘Time’ reel will be 
released every month for England. 

Ralph Rolan, v.p. of March of 
Time, now in London, will organize 
advertising-publicity staff of new 
firm. Officers of new English com- 
pany, in addition to Larsen, who will 
serve as president, are Richard de 
Rochemont, general manager and 
vice-president, and John R. Wood, 











secretary-treasurer. Other directors 





PORTLAND PERKY 


‘Suzy’ Strong at $7,000—‘Rhythm’ 
Duo Nifty—$7,500 


Portland, Ore., Aug. 4. 
(Best Exploitation: Broadway) 


Two weeks of advance bally for 
‘Suzy’ is building the b.o. at Parker s 
Broadway into top spot. ‘Suzy’ gota 
break on the exploitash when the 
Broadway held ‘Earthworm Tractors 
for an unexpected second spasm, 
meanwhile carrying on the ‘Suzy 
splurge. Everygreen’s Paramount 
aise beating the big drum over ‘Bride 
Walks Out’ to fair results. 

‘San Francisco,’ in its sixth week 
at Parker’s UA, isn’t down to the 
bone yet and slated to go a seventh. 
There'll still be enuff left for sand- 
wiches in the grinds. ‘San Fran- 
cisco’ will clean up better than $35,- 
000 at the UA altogether, terrific in 
this burg, especially in the summer 
season. The other perennial is ‘Mr. 
Deeds,’ just closing a good 12th week 
at the Blue Mouse. 

Estimates for This Week 
Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 30-40) 
—‘Suzy’ (MG). Answering to long 
exploitation campaign and strong 
$7,000. Last week ‘Earthworm Trac- 
tors’ (FN) and ‘Murder by Aristo- 
crat’ (FN) closed a fair second week 
at $3,300, with first getting good 
$5,300. 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 30- 
40)— ‘San Francisco’ (MG) (6th 
week). Still hitting a nice pace 
around $3,500. Fifth week did $4,200. 
First four great pickings for a total 
of $26,500. 

Paramount (Evergreen) (3,000; 30- 
40)—‘Bride Walks Out’ (RKO) and 
‘Dr. Forbes’ (20th). Responding to 
bally for corking $5,700. Last week 
‘Little Rich Girl’ (20th) and ‘Sophie 
Lang’ (Par), nice results in second 
week for okay $5,000. First week big 
$7,600. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen ) 
2.000; 30-40)—‘Rhythm on Range’ 
(Par) and ‘Public Enemy’s Wife 
(WB). Hitting the pay dirt nicely 
for $7,500. big. Last week “White 
Fang’ (20th) and ‘Let’s Sing Again 
(RKO) made a dual that registered 
nicely and held niné days for good 
enough $4,500. 

Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1.400; 
30-40 )—‘Svendthrift’ (Par) and ‘Ari- 
zona Raiders’ (Par). Average dual 
clicking for fair $2,000. Last week 
‘Big Noise’ (FN) and ‘Melody Lingers 
On’ (UA), $1,700. 


‘PASTURES, $11,500, 
DENVER’S TOP DRAW 


Denver, Aug. 4. 
(Best Exploitation: Denver) 
‘Green Pastures’ started to good 
business, with lines at b.o. all day 
yesterday (Monday). Goes next to 
the Aladdin for a: week. ‘Rhythm 
on Range’ and ‘Dancing Lady’ also 
delivering excellent biz, with ‘Rhy- 
thm’ probably holding over. 
Denver gets top exploitation with 
its 119th weekly Ford giveaway. 


Estimates for This Week 


Aladdin (Huffman) (1,500; 25-40- 
50)—‘White Fang’ (20th-Fox). De- 
livering only fair $3,000. Last week, 
‘Poor Little Rich Girl’ (20th-Fox), 
got good $4,000. Film had already 
been at the Denver a week, where 
it turned in $12,000. 

Broadway (Huffman) (1,500; 25- 
40)—‘Suzy’ (MG). Following a week 
at the Denver, pic is turning in nice 
$3,000. Last week the Broadway re- 
vived three films, ‘Count of Monte 
Cristo’ (UA), 3 days, ‘House of Roth- 
schild’ (UA), 2 days, and ‘Les Mis- 
erables’ (UA), 2 days, and did over 
$2,506 with them. 

Center (Allan) (1,500; 20-25)— 
‘Jack Ahoy’ (GB) and stage show. 
Neat $2,500 in sight for combo. Last 
week, ‘Murder by Television’ (Imp) 
and vaude, got $2,500, nice. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,500; 25-35- 
40)—‘Rhythm on the Range’ (Par). 
Bing Crosby drawing ’em in here, 
with $6,500 indicated. Last week, 
‘There’s Always Tomorrow’ (U), got 
$5,000, very nice summer biz. 

Denver (Huffman) (2,500; 25-35- 
50)—‘Green Pastures’ (WB) and 
stage band. Drawing good biz; $11,- 
500 in sight. Last week, ‘Suzy’ 
(MG), tipped big $13,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 
—Dancing Lady’ (MG) and ‘Big 
House’: (MG), dual. Pair of pix de- 
livering good biz at $8,000 pace. 
Last week, ‘The Bride Walks Out’ 
(RKO) and ‘M’Liss’ (RKO), dual, 
d:d nice $6,000. 

Paramount (Huffman) (2,000: 25- 
40)—‘Border Patrolman’ (20th-Fox) 
and ‘I Stand Condemned’ (UA). Biz 
n. s. g. at $2,500. Last week, ‘Pride 
of the Marines’ (Col) and ‘One-Way 
Ticket’ (Col), did $3,000, average. 














include Ralph Hanbury, chairman 
and managing director of Radio Pic- 
tures, Ltd.; George Dawson, secretary 
of same company; Charles Stillman 
and D. W. Brumbaugh, 





James Casney Generalizes on Lots 0 
Things, but Gets Hot on Film Acting 


A 


BY CECELIA AGER 
James Cagney sat back quietly in 
his chair, his voice was low and mild, 
He talked of this and that, of the 
Warner Bros. and how he came to 
Grand National; of Hollywood and 
bicarbonate of soda, and his com- 
ments were tempered with toler- 
ance, with an appreciation of the 
other fellow’s side. Clearly Mr. 
Cagney looked on from the long 
view; he reflected philosophic calm, 
he wasn’t sore about a thing, he un- 
derstood. (Admirable, one thought, 
admirable—but is it Cagney?) 
The talk turned to scripts. Sud- 
denly his fingers fluttered over his 
heart, soared. A flicker of a smile 
slowly widened with realization; he 
held the pause a moment longer— 
then he said, very softly—‘a good 
script.’ Now his strong hands locked 
writhing over his stomach, he shud- 
dered slightly, and physical pain set 
(Continued on page 46) 


‘PASTURES BIG 
$12,500, BALTO 


Baltimore, Aug. 4. 

(Best Exploitation: Stanley) 
‘Green Pastures’ are proving pre- 
cisely that to the Stanley this week. 
Started in a sprint, and jumped 
again when rave reviews came out. 
Week will be the biggest here in 
more than six months, with chances 
excellent for better than $12,500; h.o., 
of course. 

New is sitting pretty with ‘To 
Mary—With Love,’ drawing heavy 
matinee trade, and consistent even- 
ning biz. There'll be a h.o. here, too. 

Stanley stood ’em off on the ex- 
ploitation tussle this week, giving 
‘Pastures’ plenty of paper, not only 
in Balto, but within a radius of 15 
miles around the town. 


Estimates for This Week 


Century (Loew-UA) (3,000; 15-25- 
35-40-55-66 )—"Went to College’ (MG) 
and ‘Spring is Here’ tab on stage. 
Weak $8,500. Last week ‘Suzy’ (MG) 
and vaude, $20,000, cheers. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,300; 
15-25-35-40-55-66) — ‘Grand Jury’ 
(RKO) and Three Stooges heading 
vaude. Bill set for six-and-half days 
only. Stanza will come out o.k. with 
$11,000. Last week ‘Half Angel’ 
(20th) and Will Osborne orch on 
stage, a bit under fair $10,000. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,500; 15- 
25-30-35-40-55 )—‘Earthworm Tractor’ 
{WB). Disappointing, especially in 
view of the fact that Joe Brown al- 
ways did well at this stand. No more 
than $3,000. Same last week for 
‘Spendthrift’ (Par). 

New (Mechanic) (1,500; 15-25-30- 
35-40-55) —"To Mary—With ve’ 
(20th). Excellent ,200 and will 
stick another week. Last stanza was 
of five days’ duration for revival of 
‘State Fair’ (20th); less than a wan 
$2,600. 

Stanley (WB) (3,200: 15-25-35-40- 
55)—‘Pastures’ (WB). Bubbling over 
with gold. Socko $12,500 and will 
h.o. Take this week is biggest in six 
months. Last week, second of ‘White 
Angel’ (WB), $4,000, n.g. 


METRO GETS JUMP ON 
NEW SEASON’S SHORTS 


Hollywood, Aug. 4. 

Announcement that 25% of Metro’s 
shorts for the 1936-37 season have 
been completed was made by Fred 
C. Quimby, general manager for the 
department, before returning to New 
York. 

Dozen pictures have been com- 
pleted, six in production, nine in the 
cutting room and 10 others ready to 
shoot. 

















PROS’ BALLYHOO FEATURE 


Detroit, Aug. 4. 

After 10 years with one-reel flick- 
ers, Detroit Community Fund is £0- 
ing in for feature-length pic this 
year, with a scenario, modern sound 
equipment, and professional per- 
formers and director. 

One pic, to show work of Com- 
munity Fund among town’s poor, 3S 
already in production at Metropoli- 
tan studio here. 

Story is by Arnold Daly, director 
of the Artisan Guild Players here. 
Mrs. Golda Mayer, of the Community 
Fund, is technical advisor. Cast 1n- 
cludes Bill Morrison, Reatrice Lei- 
blee, John Desmond, James Erwin, 
Klock Ryder, Gwen DeLany, Helen 





Ulmer, Al Rigali and Bobbie Brow4, 
all local pros, 


_ |" 
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3 ‘Cheers Chase $13,500, Earle, Philly: 


~ Pastures’ Shps to $15,000 in 2d Week 





Philadelphia, Aug. 4. 


thing very striking in the way 
or activity this week, and the 


turn of high temperatures yester- 
oat (Monday ) didn’t help. 

Fox, under its new Stanley-War- 
ner management, with ‘Charlie Chan 
at the Race Track’ and a stage bill 
‘lacking marquee names, 
more than $12,000 in six days, which 
is under house average. Bill opened 
Saturday (1), but house will return 
to regular Friday opening this week 
with ‘Rhythm on the Range.’ 

Earle moy be a little better off. 
although nothing sensational, 
Charlie Chese topping vaude and 
"Three Cheers for Love’ at $13,500. 

‘Green Pastures,’ after a fine start, 
slipped suddenly and has to be sat- 
isfied with two weeks at the Boyd. 
‘To. Mary—With Love’ succeeds to- 
morrow (Wednesday). ‘Pastures,’ 
which hit a fine $25,500 for its first 
week, is shrinking to a disappointing 
$15.000 for the second. 

‘Anthony Adverse’ comes to the 
Boyd at the end of the month. Book- 
ing of “Io Mary’ at the Boyd and 


‘Rhythm on the Range’ at Fox indi- | ‘Midnight 


cates clearly that Fox will no longer 
continue as regular Philly home of 
20th first runs, now that it has been 
taken over by Warners. 
Estimates fer This Week 

Arcadia (600; 25-40-50)—‘Ponpy’ 
(Par) (2d run). Nice at $2,600. Last 
week, ‘Earlv to Bed ’(Par) (2d run) 
okay at $2,400. . ‘ 

Boyd (2.400: 40-55)—‘Green Pas- 
tures’ (WB) (2d week). Closes to- 
night (Tuesday). Slumped after big 
start to $15,000 this week after $25,- 
500 opener. 

Earle (2,000; 
Cheers’ (Par) 


25-40-55 )—"Three 
and vaude with 
Charlie Chase. Only fair $13,500 for 
six-day week. Last week ‘Spend- 
thrift’ (Par) and Benny Davis unit, 
$13.000, average. 

Fox (3,000: 40-55-65)—‘Chan at 
Race Track’ (20th) and stage show. 
Combo only in for six days to weak 
$12,000. Last week ‘State Fair’ (20th) 
(revival) and stage show, eight days, 


fair $14,000. 

Karlton (1.000: 25-35-40)—‘Satan 
Met a Lady’ (WB). First run for a 
change, but not doing very well. 


Fair $2,200, all on Bette Davis’ name. 
Last week ‘Bride Walks Out’ (Par) 
(2d run) fair at $2,900. 

Keith’s (2.000: 30-40-50) — ‘San 
Francisco” (MG) (2d run). Good 
$3,200. Last week ‘Trapped by Tele- 
— (Col), dismal $1,300 for five 
ays. 

Stanley (3.700; 40-55)—‘Suzy’ (MG) 
Getting a few days over a week’s 
run, although only reaching average 


$14.000. ‘San Francisco’ (MG) last 
week. Got $14,000 for six-day 
fourth week. 

Stanten (1,700; 30-40-50)—‘Devil 
‘Doll’ (MG). Cheap at $5,200. Last 
$5 toe ‘Dr. Forbes’ (20th). Only 





Louisville’s Got ‘Rhythm’ 
And B.O. Accelerates, 5G 


Louisville, Aug. 4. 
_ (Best Exploitation: Rialto) 

Bing Crosby and Bob Burns both 
pulled in their radio following at the 
Rialto, with the consequence that 
‘Rhythm on the Range’ coupled with 
High Tension’ will make the best 
showing in a dull week here. ‘To 
Mary, with Love.’ at the Strand, is 
Setting better than average takings. 
with the secondary feature a show- 
ing of the recently. acquired March 
of Time. 

Courier-Journal and Times creat- 
ing interest here by sending critic 

yd Martin to Hollywood for three 
weeks’ stay. Martin is interviewing 
directors, producers and stars, and 
writing series of daily articles for 
this paper. with plenty of pictures 
sent by wirephoto. Should help to 
make local people more picture- 
minded, as they are getting their 
info on Hollywood doings right from 
the feed box. 

Rialto out ahead on exploitation 

for ‘Rhythm,’ and using various 

angles, such as tie-in displays on 

Kraft Cheese products and Crosby’s 

a. program, to bolster takings at 
e b. o: 


Estimates for This Week 

Leew’s State (3,000; 15-25-40)— 
‘Nero Wolfe’ (Col) and “Trapped by 
Television’ (Col), dual. After ‘Frisco’ 
and other outstanders, it’s pretty 
hard to draw the biz with two pix of 
this calibre. - Draught on the light 
Side, probably in neighborhood of 
$4.500. n.s.h. Last week ‘Suzy’ (MG) 
and *Final Hour’ (Col), wound up 
with big $7.500. 

Rialto (Fourth Ave.) (3,000: 15- 
25-40)—Rhythm on Range’ (Par) 
and ‘High Tension’ (20th-Fox), dual. 
Crosby’s b. 0. pull on the upbeat in 
this ane, and should reward with 
Some goed business. With continu- 
ance of cool weather likely to do 
Rood $5,000. Last week ‘Forbes’ 
(20th) and ‘Bride Walks Out’ (RKO), 
dual, finished with fine $6,000. 

Strand (Fourth Ave.) (1,500: 15- 
25-40—"To Mary. with Love’ (20th) 
and March of Time. Snared plenty 


won't get 


with 


| 


% 
> 





of attention, particutarty from fernme 
customers, not big, but good $4,200. 
Last week “Three Cheers for Love’ 
(Par) and ‘M’liss’ (RKO), dual. het- 
ter than average $4,000. 

Mary Anderson (Libson) 
15-25-40)—‘Public Enemy’s 
(WB). 
to stand up as a singleton, will do 
well to get $2,800, light. Last week 
‘Earthworm Tractors’ (WB), second 
stanza all right at $3,100. 

Kentucky (Switow) (900; 15-25)— 


Wife’ 


(RKO) and ‘Florida Special’ (Par) 
dual, good $1,200. 
Alame (Ind) 
Page Woman’ (WB) and ‘Bole-Y’ 
(Par), dual. Splitting with ‘Here Is 
My Heart’ (Par) and ‘Gilded Lily’ 
(Par), dual. Improvements in mar- 
quee and lobby perking biz, looks 
like $1,100, pretty good. Last week 
‘Havana Widows’ (FN) 


($00; 


Boys of Road’ (FN), dual, spiitting 
with ‘Big Shakedown’ (FN) and 
Alibi’ (FN), dual, just 


| topped $900, fair. 


DOLE DUAL IN 
2 HUB HOUSES, 
GK $25,000 


Boston, Aug. 4. 

Met will take a back seat this week 
with ‘Rhythm on the Range’ and 
Benny Davis stage revue. Looks like 
only $14,000. 

‘Devil Doll’ and ‘Went to College,’ 
dualed, is okay at the Orph and 
State, and between the two will 
gather in about $25,000. 

Met goes straight pix probably 
Aug. 28 and, according to present 
plans, which are changing about 
every week, the opening attraction 
will be ‘Anthony Adverse’ for an ex- 
tended run. 


Estimates for This Week 


Met (M&P) (4,209; 35-50-65)— 
‘Rhythm on Range’ (Par) and Ben- 
ny Davis stage show. Away off this 
week, only $14,000. Last week, ‘Green 
Pastures’ (WB) and stage show, 
$20,900, okay. 

Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 25-35-50) 
—‘Devil Doll’ (MG) and ‘We Went 
to College’ (MG), dual. Good play 
here, $15,000. Last week, revival of 
‘Dancing Lady’ (MG) and ‘Big 
House’ (MG) surprised with satis- 
factery $14,000. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 25-35-40-50) 
—‘Devil Doll’ (MG) and ‘Went to 
College’ (MG), doubling. Okay at 
$10,000 pace. Last week, “Dancing 
Lady’ (MG) and ‘Big House’ (MG), 
revivals, dualed, fair $9,000. 

Parsmount (M&P) (1,800; 25-35- 
50)—Earthworm Tractors’ (WB) and 
‘Educating Father’ (20th), dual. 
Drawing fair biz. around $7,000. 
Last week, ‘Little Rich Girl’ (20th) 
(2nd run) and ‘Border Flight’ (Par) 
(Ist run), very good $8,409. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,990; 25- 








35-50'—‘Nero Wolfe’ (Col), single. 
Around $8,000, so-so. Last week, 
‘White Fang’ (260th) and ‘Easy 


Money’ (FD), sluggish $7,400. ‘Mary 
of Scotland’ next week for antici- 


pated run. 

Keith-Beston (RKO) (3,000; 25- 
35-50)—‘Crash Donovan’ (U) and 
‘Moonlight Murder’ (MG), dual. 


Showing a little surprise pull, better 
than $7,500. ‘Navy Born’ (Rep) and 
‘Last Outlaw’ (RKO). double, slith- 
ered last week to $5,309. 

Fenway (M&P) (1,600; 25-55-40- 
50)—‘Earthworm Tractors’ (WB) and 
‘Educating Father’ (20th), dual. 
Drawing par trade, around $5,000. 
Last week, good $25,000 for ‘Little 


Rich Girl’ (20th) (2nd run) and 
‘Border Flight’ (Par) (ist run), 
double. 


ScoHay (M&P) (2,700: 25-35-40-50) 
—Little Rich Girl’ (20th) (3rd run) 
and ‘Law in Her Hands’ (WB) (lst 
run). dual. Satisfactory summer biz, 
$6,500. ‘Poppy’ (Par) and ‘Dr. 
Forbes’ (20th), both second run, 
dual, skidded last week ‘o $5,200. 





Indie Hilibilly Production 
Atlanta, Ga., Aug. 4. 

Local exhibs are interested in Cor- 
nelia, Ga. item about one Kenneth 
Stambaugh, who is said to be pro- 
ducing a full-length feature picture 
against the background of North 
Georgia mountains. Reports say 
film’s nearly ready and will be pre- 
miered this month. Title is ‘Murder 
en the Mountain.” 


and produced a silent called ‘Rowdy’ 
a few years back. 





(1,000. | 


Not sufficient strength here | 


‘Golden Arrow’ (FN) and ‘Show 
Beat’ (U), dual. Points to $1.300, 
okay. Last week ‘Witness Chair’ 


15c.)—‘Front | 


and ‘Wild | 


Same Stambaugh wrote, directed | 





LOEW’S VAUDFILMER, 
MONTREAL, OK $10,000 


Montreal, Aug. 4. 








(Best Exploitation: Capitol) 


| Third week of ‘San Francisco’ at | 
Palace sets up a summer record for | 


| Montreal for some years back. 
Loew’s will run in first place cur- 

rently with ‘Early to Bed’ plus vaude 

|and again house points to a $10,000 
gross, quite good. 

| Harold Bishop at the 

is using horse-racing angle on 

racing having 





‘Spendthrift’ and, 
started up in this provinee after an 
11-month lay-off, this is getting him 
biz. Otherwise he has 


| is using Fonda, 
| boost the pic. 
Estimates for This Week 

| His Majesty’s (CT) (1,600: 25-50)— 
| ‘Chapayev’ (Ind). First Russian pic 
| here 
| good biz, Opened Monday (3). 

| Palace (FP) (2,700; 50)—‘San Fran- 
| cisco’ (MG) (3d week). Should add 
| another $7,000. Last week $9,000 
| and previous week $15,000. 

| Capitel (FP) 
| thrift?’ (WB) and ‘Three Cheers for 
Love’ (Par). 
}may boost biz to $6,000, good. Last 
| week ‘Earthworm Tractors’ (WB) and 

‘Murder by Aristocrat’ (20th). $5.000. 
| Leew’s (MT) (3,200: 50)\—‘Early to 
| Bed’ (Par) and ‘Border Flight’ (20th) 
with vaude. Nice pace, looks like 
| $10,000, good. Last week ‘Sophie 
| Lang’ (Par) and ‘Invisible Ray’ (U) 
| with N.T.G. show, extraordinary at 
$15,000, mostly for show, 

Princess (CT) (2.300: 50)—‘Bride 
Walks Out’ (RKO) and ‘Snowed Un- 
der’ (WB). Looks like $5,000. good. 
Last week ‘Nero Wolfe’ (Col) and 
‘Big Noise’ (WB), $5,500. 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
£600; 50)—‘Merlusse’ and “Cigalon.’ 
| Sure pickup on this bill to $1,200. 
*ood. Last week ‘Donagoo’ and 
‘Mamzelle Snwahi,’ $750. poor. 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300: 34) 
—Aux Jardins de Murcie’ and ‘Les 
Geants de la Route.’ At $3.500. good. 
Last week ‘Maria de la Nuit’ and 
‘ ‘Pluie d’Or,’ $3,000, fair. 


a 

‘Miss Nobedy,’ $13,000; 
‘Tractors’ Dual, $12,000; 

Newark Vampin’ a Bit 


Newark, Aug. 4. 
(Best Exploitation: Loew’s) 











Capitol | 


: é plenty of} 
| window tieups, plugs on radio and | 
local favorite, to 


since the revolution may get! 


(2,700; 50)—‘Spend- | 


Plenty ballyhooing and | 





doo number good luck here with 
$1,200 turned in. 
Loew’s State (2,780; 25-30-55-75 )— 





'‘Nero Wolfe’ (Col) and ‘Roaming | 
|Lady’ (Col). Good at $10,500. Last | 
|week ‘San Francisco’ (MG) (4th 


|week) ended strongly with $12,500. 


Par Newark (Adams-Par) (2,248: 
25-75)}—Sophie Lang’. (Par) and'! 
‘Doughnuts and Society’ (Rep). Pair | 


at $5,500. Last week ‘Spendthrift’ 
(Par) and ‘Harvester’ (Rep) oke at 
$5,800. 

Prector’s (RKO) (2,300; 20-65) and 
| Lyceum (Roof) (700; same scale)— 
‘Little Miss Nobody’ (20th) 
‘Sins of Man’ (20th). Doing 
business of week with $13,000. 
week ‘Bride Walks Out’ 
\‘Half Angel’ (20th) hit a good pace | 
|at $12,009. ‘ 

Terminal (RKO) (1,600: 15-20-35- 
40)\—‘Go Get ’Em Haines’ (Rep) and 
\‘While London Sleeps’ (Ideal). 
Healthy at $5,000. Last week ‘She-' 
| Devil Island’ (GN) and ‘Kelly of 
Secret Service’ (Ind) splendid at 
$6,800. 


and | 
best | 
Last | 
(RKO) and, 


Despite Drought, Mpls. Responds 
To Good Pix; Suzy’ 106, ‘Sing’ 56 


Minneapolis. Aug. 4. 

(Best Exploitation: Orpheum) 

Minnesota and Orpheum continue 
satisfactory pace and the World still 
is chalking up a robust profit with 
‘Show Boat,’ now in its seventh 
week, so things could be very much 
Despite the uneasiness en- 
gendered by the drought and bad 
crop prospects and in the face of a 
drop in general business, good pic- 


worse. 


| tures still are able to click at local 


box-offices, judging by recent re- 
sults. 
‘Suzy’ is the Minnesota’s trade 


stimulant and easily will lead. the 
town. ‘Let’s Sing Again’ also is do- 
ing well enough for the Orpheum. 
No cast names, but the picture has 
been making a fine impression and 
will benefit from word-of-mouth. 
It’s a good start here for Bobby 





PASTURES’ 186, 
SUZY’ $17,000, 
NOST.L BLUES 


St. Louis, Aug. 4. 
(Best Exploitation: Loew’s) 
Breaking of heat wave last week 
that found July the hottest in same | 
month in 99 years, according to U. | 


ators of de luxe cinema palaces to 
unlimber some outstanding product. 

The greatly publicized ‘Green Pas- 
tures,’ single, is at the huge Fox and 
the battle for the best b.o. take of 
current week will be between this 
house and Loew’s, where ‘Suzy’ is 
the offering. ‘Suzy’s’ 24s have been 


than a month and this advance ad- 
—s will be of great help at the 
0. 

Jimmy Harris, p.a. at Loew’s. and 





| ‘Little Miss Nobody’ dualling its| 
juvenile draw puts Proctor’s in the} 
lead with $13,000, and Brown’s| 
‘Earthworm Tractors’ at $12,000 is 
okay too dualled with ‘Satan.’ 

A hookup with the I.D.A. stores 
| with limericks and a Safety Contest 
| with the Newark Ledger (6th week) 
for passes to the current attractions 
as prizes are the publicity’ activities 
of Loew’s, plus their daily WHBI 
broadcasts. Otherwise press-agents 
are taking a breathing spell before 
the onslaught of ‘Pastures’ at the 
— and ‘Rhythm on the Range’ 
a r. 


Estimates for This Week 
Branford (WB) (2,966; 25-75)— 
‘Satan Meets a Lady’ (WB) and 
‘Earthworm Tractors’ (WB). Doing 
well at $12,000. Last week ‘Public 





Enemy’s Wife’ (WB) and ‘Hot 
Money’ (WB) $13,500. 
Capitol (WB) (1,200: 15-30-40)— 


‘Private Number’ (20th) and “Crash 
Donovan’ (Ind). In the $3,000 rut. 
; Last week ‘King Steps Out’ (Col) 





his airplane campaign for ‘Suzy’ is 
credited with the best exploitation 
effort of the week. 


Estimates for This Week 
Fox (F&M) (5,038; 25-35-55)— 
‘Green Pastures’ (WB). After slow 
start picked and set for $18,000, 


swell. Last week ‘Public Enemy’s 
Wife’ (WB) and ‘Border Patrolman’ 
(20th) held up to expectation, fine 
$12,500. 

Ambassador (F&M) (3,018: 25-35- 
55)—‘Hearts Divided’ (FN) and 
‘Crash Donovan’ (U). Should get 
$9,000, fair. Last week ‘Little Rich 
Girl (20th) and ‘White Fang’ (20th), 
fine 2d week for Shirley. $16.000. 

Orpheum (F&M) (1.950; 25-35-55) 
—Bride Walks Out’ (RKO) and ‘Two 
Against World’ (FN). Not more than 
$7,800 in offing for this one, fair. 
Last week ‘White Angel’ (FM) and 
‘August Weekend’ (Ches), two weeks 
of ‘Angel’ too much and staggered in 
with $6,500. below average. 

Leew’s (3.162: 25-35-55) — ‘Suzy’ 
(MG). Should collect $17.000 for nice 
biz. Last week ‘Dancing Lady’ (MG) 





jand ‘Poppy’ (Par) lagged at $3,090. 
| Little (Franklin) (299; 30-50-55 )— 
| ‘Eestasy’ (Jewel) (13th week). 


and ‘Big House’ (MG). Revivals’ 
$13,000 very successful and highly 


Hoo- | profitable. 








Temple Drags $9,500 Into Non-Cooled 


Fulton, Pitts.: Calloway-Cheers 156 








Pittsburgh, Aug. 4. 
(Best Exploitation: Stanley) 
| Only hot shot here is ‘Poor Liitle 


| Rich Girl,’ re-opening Fulton after | 


| shutdown of more than four months 
| since the flood. Only a Temple could 
| battle it out in the only first-run 
| site downtown without a cooling 
|plant and prospects are for sweet 
| $9.500 and a cinch h.o. 
| Elsewhere takings seem 
| general dip. ‘Rhythm on the Range’ 
jnot very forte with $8,000 at the 
|Penn. At the Stanley Cab Callo- 
way’s band is responsible for a $15,- 
000 session. 

‘Green Pastures.’ after excellent 
week at Penn, is doing about ave- 
|rage at Warner in second downtown 
| session. 
| Stanley management got full 
}measure of plugging from tunes in 
| ‘Three Cheers for Love’ on every 
| available outlet, also surcharged the 
| Calloway draft with flock of hand- 
| bill giveaways. Both stage and 
sereen fare exploited heavily on a 
swing basis. 

Estimates for This Week 

Alvin (Harris) (2.000; 25-35-46)— 
| ‘Seeret Agent” (GB) and ‘Human 
Cargo’ (20th). Looks like $5,700, 


in for a 


} 


pretty fair. Last week ‘Dr. Forbes’ 
(20th) and ‘Little Miss Nobody’ 
| (20th) slightly above $5,000, fair. 
Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1.750; 15-25- 
| 40)—Poor Little Rich Girl’ (20th). 
Getaway for this site after 19-wceek 
| Shutdown due to flood proving 
| plenty hefty, Temple pulling ‘em in 
despite heat and house’s lack of 
|} cooling plant; $9,590. H.o. certain. 
Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
| 40)—Rhythm on Range’ (Par). Dis- 
appointing at $8,000. Last week 
‘Green Pastures’ (WB) strong at 
| $17.000. 
| Stanley (WB) (3.600: 25-40-55)— 
| ‘Three Cheers’ (Par) and Cab Callo- 





$15,009, not particularly sturdy, but 
not bad either. Last week 
Enemy's Wife’ (WS) and Jimmy 
Wallington’s NBC ‘Radio Jamboree’ 
unit under $14.000, licht. 

Warner (WB) (2.000; 25-40)— 
‘Green Pastures’ (WB) (2d run). 
Doing well enough at $6,000 in five 
days. House gets back to regular 
Thursday opening (6) wifh ‘One 
Rainy Afternoon’ (UA) and ‘Devil 
Doi? OMG). Last week ‘Half Angel’ 
(20th) and ‘Girl of Ozarks’ (Par) 
under $4,000. 





S. weather forecaster, caused oper- ed asset. 


on the boards all over town for more ; 


| way band. Credit to Calloway’s for | 


‘Public | 


Breen. 

The Orph hit tops in exploitation 
for ‘Sing Again,’ Manager Bill Sears 
distributing 10,000 heralds through a 

| chain store tie-up and landing ad- 
| vertising cards on all mechanical 
l ieemeiiie which featured Bobby 
Breen songs, throughout the town. 
Estimates for This Week 


Minnesota (Publix) (4,200; 25-35- 
55)—‘Suzy” (MG) and Lou Forbes 
and 25-piece orchestra. Good ell- 
around show, with potent appeal for 
feminine trade. Cast line-up of stars 
hitting box-office bull’s eye. Forbes’ 
| 22-minute musical interlude a decid- 
Opened briskly and should 
have no trouble maintaining fast 
| clip; pointing to good $10,000. Last 
| week, ‘Little Rich Girl’ (20th), $10,- 
000, good. 

Orpheum (Singer) (2.890; 25-35- 
40)—‘Let’s Sing Again’ (RKO). With 
east names lacking, this show was 
sold effectively to public as big ‘6 
hit’ program, supporting shorts being 
stressed. Headed for $5,000, fair. 
Last week ‘White Angel’ (FN) $8,- 
000, good. 

State (Publix) (2,300; 25-35-40)— 
‘White Fang’ (20th). No cast names, 
but Jack London label a help. May 
hit pretty fair $5,000. Last week, 
‘Public Enemy Wife’ (WB), $4,C00, 
light. 

Werld (Steffes) (350; 25-35-40-T5) 
—‘Show Boat’ (U) (7th week). Dis- 
playing remarkable box-office vital- 
ity. Holding around good $2,090 
level week in and out, which spells 
about $1,000 clear profit for house 
and comes on the heels of nearly 
$16,000 in 12 days at the Orpheum, 
Last week, $2,300, big. 

Time (Berger) (290; 15-25)—‘Har- 
vester’ (Rep). Good $1,009 in pros- 
pect. Last week, ‘Call of Wiid’ 
(20th), revival, anc ‘Last Outlaw’ 
(RKO), first run, split, $800, light. 

Lyric (Publix) (1,200; 20-25)—Dr. 
Forbes’ (20th). No cast names, and 
out after four days, only $300. Sins 
of Man’ (RKO) opened today (Tues. ). 
Last week ‘Human Cargo’ (20th), $1,- 
600, light. 

Uptown (Publix) (1,200; 25-35)— 
‘Hearts Divided’ (WB) and ‘Rainy 
Afternoon’ (UA). First uptown 
showings, split, look fair at $2,200. 
Last week, ‘Poppy’ (Par) and ‘Tury’ 
(MG), split, $2,500, good. 

Centary (Publix) (1,600; 20-25)— 
‘Private Number’ (20ih). Second 
loop run, good $3,200 in prospect. 
Last week, ‘Princess Comes Acyross’ 
(Par) and ‘Golden Arrow’ (FN), 
second loop runs, split, $2,509, fair. 

Aster (Publix) (990; 15-25)—‘Lit- 
tle Miss Nobody’ (20th), first run, 
and ‘Dancing Pirates’ (RKO), second 
loop run, split. Light $€90 indicated. 
Last week. ‘Fatal Lady’ (Par) and 
‘Times Square Playboy’ (WB), first 
runs, split, $550, bad. 


Melbert Pix Disputes 
Bankruptcy Petition 


Attorneys for Melbert Pictures 
will make a motion Friday in U. S. 
| District Court, N. Y., for a jury trial 
ef the involuntary bankruptcy filed 
recently against that company by 

















Amusement Securities Corp. for 
| Melbert’s failure to satisfy a $10,378 
| judgment. 


In protesting the bankruptcy peti- 
tion Melbert contends the judgment 
is being appealed in the N. Y. Su- 
preme Court and claims that Amuse- 
ment Securities has sufficient secure 
ity to cover the $10,878. It also 
elaims that the other two companies 
named in the bankruptcy petition, 
Producers’ Laboratories. Inc. and the 
Ameranglo Corp., have filed 2 surevy 
compan} bond guaranteeing fuii pay< 
men: of the judgment. 
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Deyle Heads Back 


to Australia, 


Deprecates Film Prod, Quotas: 


Buys Showcase Site in London 


Picture business is picture busi- 
ness and government is government, 
and never, says Stuart Doyle, the 
twain should meet. But should is 
the word, he adds, because, he sor- 
rowfully admits, politicians just will 
get mixed up. 

Doyle, who is president of Greater 
Union Theatre of Australia, doesn’t 
know whether he’s speaking as a dis- 
tributor, or an exhibitor when he 
says that quotas are not good for 
the film industry. In his country, 
Australia, a quota law has just been 
Passed by the government and so 
maybe he ought to speak as a film 
producer, because the law is in- 
tended to help him in that category, 
And all he has to say about that, 
he says, is that he has the studio 
and the facilities and he can make 
pictures, and if the quota law forces 
Americans to make pictures he'll be 
glad to do the manufacturing for 
them. It’s that much money in his 
pocket, he says. But it’s still all 
wrong. 

‘You can’t legislate entertain- 
ment,’ he argues, ‘and our politicians 
in Australia will find that out even- 
tually, just as politicians have and 
will again in every other part of 
the world. The public will go to 
whatever good pictures there are, 
no matter who manufactures them, 
and it will always be thus.’ 

As to his seemingly anomolous 
position in the matter—that’s easy. 
He operates theatres and distributes 
pictures. If there’s money to be 
made out of producing them, also, 
he’s in. But facts, he feels, are 
facts. 

As for the matter of importing 
talent, he has some contrary views, 
too. His film producing concern. 
Cinesound, imported Helen Twelve- 
trees and others last year for pic- 
tures. He doesn’t think that will 
open the American market to him. 

‘The point,’ he says, is that with 
a semi-name of some sort from 
America we can better sell the film 
in our own backyard, thus assur- 
ing getting our money back. If the 
picture should happen to be good 
enough to get a few dates outside 
our country—that is extra gravy.’ 

Having which in mind, on the 
Coast this week-end he is going to 
look for a writer and a couple of 
actors. to take back with him when 
he sails for home Wednesday (19). 
But he’s not going te worry too 
much about it because, no matter 
how hard he tries, he admits, his 
bunch down under will never be 
able to really compete with film pro- 
ducers in Hollywood. 





London, Aug. 4. 

Stuart Doyle, Australian show- 
man, is spreading his activities to 
the international market and starting 
off by a new theatre venture here. 
It will be his first effort outside his 
native country. 

Doyle has taken a 99-year lease 
on a site in Piccadilly, in the heart 
of the West End, and intends to 
build on it pronto. Site is directly 
across the street from the Plaza 
(Paramount) theatre. Will be used 
for a building containing two the- 
atres, a cabaret restaurant and a row 
of stores and offices. Doyle is 
president of a new company, London 
Theatre Centre, Ltd., which will op- 
erate, and Robert Cromie, localite, 
is architect of the job. Hegeman- 
Harris, American builders, who were 
associated in the construction of Ra- 
dio City, New York, will do the 
building along modern American 
lines. 





Doyle, in New York, says he is 
building the site in London as a 
showcase for his chain and will use 
the main theatre for long-run films, 
with the smaller house policy not 
set. Expects to do some producing 
in Sydney and wants a London site 
for th»se films but, more than that, 
feels hc will be able to talk bet- 
ter booking deals for his Australian 
(Greater Theatres Union) chain with 
a London ace. 


-M-G Prepping in S. A. 
Capetown, July 8. 


Tenants on the site of Metro’s pro- 
posed new $750,000 theatre in Dur- 
ban have been notified to vacate the 
premises by the end of this month. 
Razing of the old structure will begin 
immediately on their exit 








Snider-Dean’s Friendly 
Deal with Gen. Theatres 


Sydney, July 7. 
Sam Snider of Snider-Dean says 
that plans are afoot to introduce a 


non-aggressive policy between his 
circuit and General Theatres. 

First move came when S-D took 
over the Lyceum, Melbourne, from 
G.T. and dropped the Apcllo from 
Fullers. Just what the policy will 
be has not been disclosed. because 
plans have not as yet reached con- 
summation. George Dean, Snider’s 
partner, recently underwent a major 
operation and until his return to 
office nothing definite will be done. 

Policy will probably mostly cover 
film buying and each circuit will 
continue to do biz on a friendly 
footing. S-D controls a very solid 
nabe and country chain, outside of its 
ace city theatres. Sam Snider was 
an executive of Hoyts prior to join- 
ing George Dean on his own. 


4 MORE PARIS 
CINEMAS DUE 


Paris, July 26. 

Paris will soon have four new 
film houses. 

The Ambassadeurs Theatre will be 
the first one to be put to the test. 
Closed for some time past, theatre 
opened on July 16 with ‘Show Boat’ 
(U). Edmond Sayag, present man- 
ager, intends to keep going, if he 
can secure pictures, until next 
summer season; he then will have a 
try at the old Cafe-Concert formula, 
with low-priced drinks and light 
lunches to boot. Sayag is going over 
to America in October to look some 
American acts over. 

Next to open will be the Nor- 
mandie, on the Champs-Elysees. A 
new house, it is now nearing com- 
pletion and will be run by the 
‘Actual’ group. Policy is still to be 
determined. 

Also. on Champs-Elysees, the 
Century will open on Sept. 20. It 
will open, that is, if workers show 
some speed, as nothing has been 
started yet. Hirsh and Ajalbert, 
present bosses at the Apollo, will 
own the new 1,000 seat house, which 
is to use Twentieth-Fox pics. 

Mme. Roux, director of the Helder 
and the Vivienne houses, will not 
be lagging far behind. She has 
taken over the Scala, and although 
she has not definitely made up her 
mind as to policy, opening is an- 
nounced for Oct. 20. 

There may be one more newsreel 
house, too; rumors are going around 
that the Cinema des Champs- 
Elysees, is soon to crash into that 
class, under the name of Actual 
Champs-Elysees. 


BITTER COLD KILLS 
ALL BIZ IN SYDNEY 


Sydney, July 7. 

Managers are scratching to get 
trade. Bitter cold is keeping the folk 
indoors and only the strong ones can 
stand up. 
‘Show Boat’ (U) is a smash and 
set for many weeks. ‘Louis Pasteur’ 
(WB) is another holding up splen- 
didly. 
‘Petrified Forest’ (WB), ‘Give Us 
This Night’ (Par), ‘Lord Fauntleroy’ 
(UA), ‘Crime and Punishment’ 
(Col) and ‘Robin Hood’ (M-G) are 
only so-so. New ones coming in are 
‘Rendezvous’ (M-G), ‘Bohemian Girl’ 
{(M-G), ‘Moon’s Our Home’ (Par), 
‘Under Two Flags’ (Fox) and ‘13 
Hours By Air’ (Par). 
‘Rhodes of Africa’ (G-B) just came 
in and may make the grade. 























Melbourne, July 7. 


Shows playing here to satisfactory 
biz are, ‘Ghost Goes West’ (UA), 
‘Queen of Hearts’ (ATP), ‘I Dream 
Too Much’ (RKO), ‘Wife vs. Secre- 
tary’ (M-G), ‘First a Girl’ (G-B) and 
‘Desire (Par) 





NEW PALLADIUM SHOW 


Rimacs Click—Browning Spotty— 
Others Over 








London, Aug. 4. 


Newcomers on the new Palladium 
bill which opened last night (Mon- 
day) are The Rimacs (band) and Joe 
Browning. Rimacs come in from 
the Charles B. Cochran revue, in 
which they just closed, and over 
very big. Browning is doing exactly 
the same act he did here four years 
ago. Scored on the first show but 
pretty poorly received on the supper 
show the same day. 

Barr and Estes, direct from the 
Grosvenor House, pleased. Gypsy 
Nina is a_big hit. Forsythe, Sea- 
mon and Farrell, following every- 
thing on the bill, nevertheless one of 
the hits of the show. 


Six Weeks Set 
In Paris; Agents 
Reach Agreement 


London, July 26. 

Feud existing for some years be- 
tween Kurt Robitchek, booker of 
the Alhambra, Paris, and Victoria 
Palace, London, and Mitty Golden, 
of Rottenberg & Golden, Paris, has 
been adjusted by Harry Foster. 

New agreement calls for Robitchek 
to have first call on all importations 
for the Alhambra and Victoria Pal- 
ace, with Golden in return to have 
first call on all continental acts. 

This mean that in the future Rob- 
itchek will place all importations at 
the Alhambra, and after they have 
played there they will be booked by 
Golden for his three spots in Paris. 
These are the A.B.C., Bobina and the 
Trianon, latter a new spot seating 
1,500 which Golden will operate as 
a vaudeville house in September. 

New arrangement means that acts 
can now play at least six weeks in 
Paris, with the barring clause en- 
tirely removed. 


Dutch Find It’s Not 
Easy to Produce 
Really Good Films 


The Hague, July 17. 

Dutch film industry is on verge of 
ruin and this is caused by the fact 
that, out of 10 films produced thus 
far, only one is really fit for the 
screen. 

Root of the trouble is that, when 
the non-Aryan producers and direc- 
tors had to leave Germany, the aces 
went to Hollywood, Elstree, Joinville 
or Vienna and the chaff went to Hol- 
land and similar places. So far 
about $200,000 represents the loss 
suffered locally by financiers in film 
experiments. 

Only two good films have been 
produced in three years here, ‘Rub- 
ber’ and ‘Hope for Blessing.’ 

In 1935 Holland imported 350 for- 
eign films; it has no real necessity 
for home films and a Dutch film in- 
dustry is, according to insiders, feas- 
ible only if Holland makes a fresh 
start on a sound basis. 


Flo Desmond Set 


London, Aug. 4. 

Florence Desmond has been en- 
gaged by Kurt Robitcheck for the 
leading role in his new Victoria 
Palace venture. 

Proposition is to have stock oper- 
etta plus vaude, and hope is to open 
by the end of this month. 























L&C Starts at Last 


London, July 26. 
London and Continental Films, off- 
shoot of Reunion Films, distributors, 


worked four months on plans for its 
first British picture, English version 
of a successful continental produc- 
tion, ‘Liebesmelodie.’ 

Casting difficulties and _ studio 
problems, delayed the production. 
Four weeks ago, the picture actually 
went into production at the A. T. P. 
studios, Ealing, under the working 
title of ‘The World is Mine,’ with 





Frances Day starring in the role 





Marta Eggerth created. 
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| Americans In London 


= 





James Fitzpatrick bust up his car 
at Sound City, just to oblige a 
fellow-producer, Richard Wain- 
wright, who wanted a crash shot for 
‘Secret of Stamboul.’ 


Robert G. Lisman opening an 
agency office at Dorland House. 


Ted Husing on a brief visit here 
before going on to Berlin for the 
Olympic Games. 


Bert Hanlon here scripting for 
Gaumont-British. 

Earl St. John off to Carlsbad for a 
few days. 

Jane Cowl compelled to refuse a 
stellar offer to appear in new play 
here owing to American commit- 
ment. She sails shortly. 

Charlie Tucker is fixing Sylvia 
and Clemence for the Larry Adler 
unit opening here in the fall. 

Borrah Minevitch wanted by 
British International to star in one 
of its films. 

Mrs. Jacob Wilk and daughter here. 

Basil Sydney top-spotted opposite 
Margot Grahame in Fairbanks Jr’s 
‘Gang.’ 

Herbert Brenon assigned to direc- 
tion of B I P’s ‘The Dominant Sex’ 
from Michael Egan’s play. John 
Lodge to star. 

Helen Volck ‘driven crazy’ by 
leisurely methods of this city—so is 
extending her stay to acclimatize 
herself. 

Mrs. William Morris, Jr. lunching 
with aviator Jim Mollison. 

Gene Pallette ducked a second pic- 
ture commitment for Max Schach 
and dodged off back home last week. 

When low-flying airplanes (in de- 
fiance of Air Ministry regulations) 
disturbed his shooting at Sound City, 
James Fitzpatrick trained cameras on 
them to get their number for sub- 
mission. with a complaint to the 
authorities. 

Edward Everett Horton and Gen- 
evieve Tobin, off the boat Monday, 
started work on Hagen’s ‘Man Be- 
hind the Mirror’ Tuesday. 

Monty Morton, home from States, 
putting a scheme before the Twick- 
enham board for U. S. distribution 
of 16 Twickenham pictures. 

Criterion slipping a couple of 
American juveniles, Edmond Ryan 
and Dave Burns, in‘) ‘Gang.’ Couldn’t 
find a couple of pressmen types 
here. 

Ted Whelan to direct ‘Mill on the 
Floss,’ for indie film company over 
here. 

Wallace Ford off to Bolton to trace 
his ancestors. 

Walter Futter to do one for Capi- 
tol Films while here. 

Charlie Raymond taking one 
week’s holiday, but back on his job 
after two days. 

Davis Factor expected here in 
August. 

Irving Caesar and Ray Henderson 
in close discussion at the Savoy hotel 
on the score which they are to do 
for theanew Felix Ferry show. 

Dave Austin with the Jack Payne 
unit till Oct. 17. Then sails for South 
Africa to play 10 weeks for South 
African Theatres. 

Noah Beery back from Germany. 

Doc Solomon throwing a party in 
honor of Edward G. Robinson. 
Among those present were Ralph 
Ince, David Griffiths, managing di- 
rector of First National-Warner, 
Melville Brown, Leslie Fuller and 
Georgie Harris. 

Gina Malo to take a vacation after 
completion of Gainsborough Films’ 
picture, in which she is featured, 
with Ralph Lynn starring. 

R. K. O.-Radio heads from all over 
Europe at the Piccadilly Hotel for 
annual pow-wow; Phil Reisman in 
the chair. 

Edward Robinson getting a load of 


_|the House of Commons via ithe 


Strangers’ Gallery. 

Waldemar Young, Par writer, trot- 
ting the missus round the Bloody 
Tower. 

Irving Asher looking over the fifth 
Warner British stage. 

Irving Berlin made a studio visit 
at Gaumont-British. 

Fairbanks, Jr., meeting Southamp- 
ton ships in his new speedboat. 

Sylvia Sydney preparing to trek 
back to the Coast. 

Bessie Love doing British films, 
her second in two months. 

Helen Hayes week-ending in 
Surrey. 

Frances Day, after losing the C-B 
lawsuit, involving about $50,000 in 
costs, threatens appeal to the House 
of Lords. 

Senator Murphy goes back to 
America Aug. 5. His wife returns 
with him. He comes back here Oct. 
15 to play return dates at the Troca- 
dero. 

Ben Lyon may star in a picture 
for British Lion if terms can be ar- 
ranged. 

Norman Thomas Quartet, formerly 


. 





a quintet, returning here after five 
years. Opening for General Thea- 
tres at Birmingham Christmas week, 

Four Ortons are the second big 
American act to play Africa since 
African Theatres resumed its vaude- 
ville policy. First act is Forsythe, 
Seamon and Farrell. Ortons sail for 
Africa Oct. 23. 

Cy Landry landed an engagement 
in Charles Cochran’s revuette at the 
Trocadero restaurant. 

Tudor Films after Neil Hamilton 
for two more pics. 

Garnett Wilson is adapting George 
Eliot’s ‘Mill on the Floss,’ which Tim 
Whelan is directing. 

Nils Asther off to New York short- 
ly for a new Sam Harris play. 

Bert Wheeler renting an apartment 
at Lansdowne house for 12 weeks. 


G-B 


(Continued from page 5) 


tionally the Ostrers will have their 
holdings of G-B shares increased, so 
as to be equal to the number of 
shares. which 20th Century-Fox shal] 
finally possess. The holdings of 20th 
Century-Fox shall have been con- 
siderably reduced by this process of 
taking Metro in as a partner with 
the Ostrers, and the Ostrers shall 
gain in their share holdings and.ac- 
quire an equal amount of cash to 
that which is to be paid to 20th 
Century, 











Lendon’s Co»l Reports 
London, Aug. 4. 
Locally reported in the past week 
that the Gaumont-British deal with 
Metro and 20th-Fox had cooled, due 
chiefly to political objections. Name 
of Lord Portal, chairman of Gen- 
eral Film Distributors (Woolf), came 


up again in the local financial 
quarters, 
Portal had made an ‘fier some 


time ago to take over GB and unite 
it with Charles M. Woolf’s inter- 
ests. This, it seems, merely hast- 
ened the negotiations  for., . the 
Schencks, but it hasn’t made Portal 
or his group very charitably inclined 
towards Gaumont. ste 
Entire press was invited to ;the 
Gaumont-British office Thursday 
(30) for an official statement on the 
situation from Isidor Ostrer. Upon 
arrival, however, were told negotia- 
tions not yet completed, but may be 
within a week and statement then. 





Jeffrey Bernerd, general sales 
manager of Gaumont-British, cur- 
rently in New York, was to sail back 
to London today (Wednesday). On 
Saturday (1), however, he received 
a cable from Mark Ostrer telling 
him to stay on in New York and 
await further instructions. No ex- 
planation. 





Nudes 


(Continued from page 1) 
the biggest audience reaction of any 
Centennial act yet, not excepting 
‘Life Class’ and several other virtu- 
ally nude suggestive dances. 

New show at Nations brought little 
change in personnel, as Mrs. Ernie 
Young’s ‘Trip Around the World’ 
crew that opened there in June is 
intact with new routines. Mme.'Cor- 
rine is still starred in her apple and 
parasol dances. Team of Marguerite 
and Don do a ‘Viennese fan dance’ 
and Elaine Waye is torch singer. 

‘Life Class’ is only show hit: by 
slight local wave of morality. It is 
expected to reopen soon. 

Bringing Della Carroll, advertised 
as ‘girl who said no to Clark Gable’ 
into new night spot at John Sirigo’s 
Hollywood Animal Show at Texas 
Centennial exposition caused teapot 
tempest and falling out with local 
amusement eds. Miss Carroll was to 
have flown in from California and 
land, via parachute, in the nude. 
Papers bit until Jimmie Lovell of 
Times Herald exposed the gag. Then 
most papers got mad, and stunt is 
said tc have indirectly caused John 
Rosenfield of Dallas News to ban 
mention of fair’s midway. 








Atlantic City, Aug. 4. 

Claiming that nitery competition !n 
nude shows has exceeded the bounds 
of good taste, Mayor C. D. White 
Monday (3) issued a warning that he 
intends to clean up the town’s night 
life. 

The Mayor said he had no serious 
objection to nudism as long as there 
was some foundation to excuse it as 
artistic, but, he added, an investiga- 
tion shows that all preterse has been 
dropped in favor of undraping that 
can be classed only as suggestive. 
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+ Britons in 





Hollywood 








Hollywood, Aug. 4. 
With premieres deluging Hoily- 
wood, Britons not working in pix 
or on location are seeing themselves 
as others see them. Among those 
coming up, ‘Nine Days a Queen’ is 
figured t» draw in a heavy British 
‘erowd, headed by Sir Cedric Hard- 
“witke, who stars in the pic. A cock- 
tail party in his honor was skeded 
for last week, to which a number of 
the British colonyites were invited, 
but the affair had to be postponed 
because of Lady Hardwicke’s indis- 
‘ position, due to an infected eye. 
At the opening of ‘Anthony Ad- 
verse’ Britons were in heavy attend- 
“ance. Among these were Freddie 
Bartholomew, accompanied by his 
Aunt Millycent and grandparents; 
the Frank Lloyds, Una O'Connor, 
Cary 
Grant and Henry Stephenson. 
Binnie Barnes is resting’ at home 
after completing work in ‘Magnifi- 
cent Brute.’ 


Reggie Owen plays the role of a 
butler in ‘Rich and Reckless,’ sec- 
ond time he’s played such a part in 
his long career, 

Micha2l Whalen, who plays his 
ninth picture role since last Sep- 
tember, kas his facial characteristics 
and even his hair line changed for 
‘Way for a Lady.’ 

Five Abbey players—Arthur 
Shields, Barry Fitzgerald, Dennis 
O’Dea, F. J. McCormack and Eileen 
Crowe—are skeded to return to Dub- 
lin as soon as ‘Plough and the Stars’ 
finishes. 

Kathleen Lockhart has sent for 
her furniture from New York and 
will move into her new home about 
“the middle of the month. Gene 

‘Lockhart goes into the B. P. Schul- 
berg production, ‘Wedding Present,’ 
this week to play the role of 
Adolphus. 

Maureen O’Sullivan entirely re- 
covered from effects of a parrot bite 
and back at work on ‘Tarzan.’ 


Maude Eburne expects to spend 
har vacation on her farm near 
Toronto, Canada, as soon as she fin- 
ishes work in ‘Valiant Is the Word 
for Carrie.’ 

Ronald Coleman on the 
ranch near Santa Barbara which he 
owns jointly with Herbert Marshall. 

Marian Marsh. learning to truck 
and showing new steps to the rest 
of the cast in ‘Man Who Lived 
Twice.’ 

Arthur Treacher taking a vacation 
from the somber clothes worn in 
‘Thank You, Jeeves,’ by appearing 
on the streets. in an autumn brown 
and green blazer, canary yellow 
flannel gaucho shirt, red and green 
paisley reefer, gray flatinel slacks 
and white bucl: shoes with red soles. 

Virginia Fields, Lester Matthews 
and David Niven lunching together 
at the Assistance League. 

Ruby Lorraine (Mrs. Rupert Gray- 
son) visiting Claudette Colbert on 
the Paramount lot, 

Elsa Buchanan dancing at the Bilt- 
more Bowl. 

Ida Lupino back from location in 
Arizona, 

Edmund Gwenn has everyone on 
the set of ‘Where’s Elmer’ talking 
with a strong British accent. 

Herbert Mundin, returning from 
location at Brent’s Crags, reports 
that he’s ‘having trouble with his 
Tarzan muscles this morning, after 
hanging in a tree for three days.’ 

May Robson skeded to start work 
in ‘Camille’ this week. 

Sybil Jason has received so many 
gifts of pets, including dogs, kittens, 
ducks, geese, and even white mice, 
that her uncle; Harry Jacobson, 
claims they’re: going to have to find 
a larger house with a bigger yard. 

Virginia Field has a new way to 
reduce. She puts on several sweat- 
ers (in this hot weather) and a pair 
of shorts and takes a long run of 
several miles each morning before 
breakfast. 


Oval, 





No Shortage Expected 
In Germany; 40% New 
Season Product Ready 


Berlin, July 26. 

Work has been pushed by the Ger- 
man studios, so that 40% of all the 
hew output for next season is al- 
ready finished. UFA announces 30 
features, 30 shorts and 30 education- 
als. Tobis-Europa announces 22 fea- 
tures, Tobis-Rota 22, Syndikat 23, 
‘Bavaria 22, and Terra 14. 

Additional to these, there will be 
about 40 to 50 from independent 
firms. 


Exhibitors are assured there will 





be’ no shortage of new films the com- : 


ing season, as has been rumored in 
trade circles. Moreover, the Film 
Chamber has set the number of for- 
' eign pictures to be admitted to 175, 
with a possible extension to 200. 
Terra has closed a deal 
Furopa-Film, Rome, for distribution 
of its product throughout Italy. 
Tobis likewise claims good foreign 
Sales relations. 


BRITISH CAMPAIGN 
FOR NEW CUSTOMERS 


: London, July 27. 

Cinematograph Exhibitors’ Associ- 
ation may follow in the steps of. the 
Hays Office by organizing coopera- 
tive advertising drive wifh other 
“ea of the industry to increase 
picture fans, and a General Purposes 
Committee will sound the other trade 
bodies for support. 

Idea was put up at the CEA sum- 








mer conference by Simon Rowson, ' 


but is not new, Association having 
talked about it before. Partly in- 
Spired by urgency of combatting 
heavy building drives, which threat- 
en materially to overseat many ma- 
Jor territories. 

Paper on overbuilding at the CEA 
confab by Ken G. Nyman goaded 
the association into action, and a 


committee has been formed to ex-! 


amine every aspect of the problem, 


with , 


weekly audience of 20,000,000, 


FRENCH EXHIBS FIGHT 
RR. STATION CINEMA 


Paris, July 19. 

Twelve film house directors are 
waging war against a railway com- 
pany. Concern wants to build a 
2,000-seat house in its station, at the 
Place de la Bastile. Exhibs, who all 
have houses in the neighborhood, 
object on the grounds that clientele 
is thin enough as is. 

Pointed out that a similar project, 
which was to be realized in the Gare 
,du Nord, another railway station, 
; had been vetoed by the then Minister 
!of Works. 











| Grune’s New Co. 


London, July 26. 

Karl Grune, Max Schach’s ace di- 
rector, has formed a new company 
under the moniker of British Chemi- 
Color Process. 

‘Directors are Major Proctor, who 
is heavily interested in Capitol 
Films; Louis Neel and Grune. 

Object of the group is to promote 
a new color process. Laboratories 
have already been rented in the St. 
John’s Wood neighborhood, to be 
opened in August. 

Grune is still directing for Max 
Schach, with his next picture to be 
‘Pagliacci,’ starring Richard Tauber. 





‘Gypsies’ Remake 


London, July 21. 

Toying with several ideas for its 
first production at the Pinewood Stu- 
dios—to be ready in the early fall— 
British National has settled on a re- 
make of A. P. Herbert’s novel, “The 
Water Gypsies.’ Picture will be for 
release through 20th-Fox, on a deal 
closed with Joe Schenck while he 
was here. 
| British National had intended do- 
ing ‘Madame Tussaud,’ based on the 
life of the waxworks queen, first, 
and script of that is in preparation. 

‘Water Gypsies’ was done by Basil 
Dean for A. T. P., then releasing 
‘through Radio, about five years ago, 








with powers to act without reference | but Dean doesn’t like to be remind- 


back to CEA. 


ed of it. 


rT NEW HICH 
IN PRODUCTION 


32 Films Currently in Works 
—Korda’s Denham Plant 
Most Active—BIP, G-B 
Due to Close, However 








6 FOR LONDON FILMS 





London, July 26. 

With 32 features in current pro- 
duction, British studio activity has 
reached a new high for summer 
months. Figure will flop consider- 
ably in August, when there will be 
a number of layoffs from major 
companies, 

Current survey shows the new 
Denham studios to be heaviest in- 
volved and suggesting Korda’s fore- 
sight in building the plant, since he 
is already beginning to get money 
back for his backers. 

London films has six on the floors, 
five of which are for independent 
units, two of them, in turn, under 
Korda’s indirect control 

Films there include ‘Southern 
Roses,’ with direction by F. Zelnik 
and featuring George Robey; ‘Land 
Without Music,’ Max Schach’s first 
Richard Tauber film, directed by 
Walter Forde; and Annabella’s 20th 
Century-Fox Technicolor pic ‘Wings 
of the Morning,’ direction by Harold 
Schuster, 


Korda’s Pix 


Other films there are either 
straight London Films or indirectly 
supervised by it under its U. A. re- 
leasing outlet. These include Victor 
Saville’s ‘Dark Journey,’ with Miri- 
am Hopkins and Conrad Veidt, a 
Korda picture; ‘Fire Over England,’ 
William K. Howard direction, with 
Flora Robson and Leslie Banks, and 
Charles Laughton’s ‘Rembrandt,’ be- 
ing directed by Korda personally. 

Arrangements for the building of 
the next five stages at Denham, 
bringing the total capacity to 12, will 
soon be in hand, with occupation 
date likely next spring. 

Two studio closings are imminent 
in the British field. British Inter- 
rational, dark for some weeks, folds 
up until the end of August. Gau- 
mont-British is piping down on pro- 
duction early in August, to give the 
Sheperd’s Bush studio its annual 
clean-up and renovation and instal! 
a new generating plant. Three pro- 
ductions, Arliss in ‘The Nelson 
Touch,’ Hitchcock’s ‘Sabotage’ and 
Jessie Matthew’s latest musical ‘Head 
Over Heels’ are washing up, and “The 
Great Barrier’ is on location in 
Canada. 

Soon as the polishing is over, three 
new ones will go down on the floors, 
‘King Solomon’s Mines,’ Rider Hag- 
gard classic with Paul Robeson and 
Roland Young in the cast; ‘Soldiers 
Three, from the Rudyard Kipling 
epic, in which Victor McLaglen is to 
star, and for which services of 
Maureen O’Sullivan are sought, and 
a Jack Hulbert opus, Bones.’ 


Gainsborough 


dios, 
Chuck Reisner’s production with 
Cicely Courtneidge, and ‘All In,’ a 
Ralph Lynn film. Both these, coin- 


through stellar illness, with resump- 
tion slated for next week. 

Two outside productions command 
attention. Herbert Wilcox is finish- 
ing ‘This’ll Make You Whistle,’ Jack 
Buchanan-Elsie Randolph picture at 


has Frances Day current in ‘The 
World Is Mine’ at Ealing. 

Other productions, outside Hagen’s 
new ‘Edward Everett Horton film, 
‘The Man in the Mirror,’ are indies. 





At Gainesborough’s Islington stu- ° 
there is “Everybody Dance.’ | 


cidentally, are held up temporarily ' 


Elstree, and London and Continental | 





Cable Address: YARIETY, LONDON 
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LONDON STUDIOS BUSY 





QUEEN VIC IN FILM 


Character in British Pic—But for 
Foreign Consumption Only 








London, July 26. 

Although by tradition, and by the 
ruling of the Lord Chamberlain, rep- 
resentations of members of the 
Royal House are forbidden on the 
stage or on the screen in Great 
Britain, James Fitzpatrick has a 
player cast for the part of Queen 
Victoria in ‘David Livingstone,’ 
which he. has currently in production 
at Sound City. 

So as not to offend susceptibilities, 
sequences showing the late Queen 
will be eliminated from the version 
intended for home consumption, but 
left in prints intended for release in 
the United States, Canada and other 
places. 

Part is being played by Pamela 
Stanley. Percy Marmont is doing the 
title role, and Fitzpatrick is doubling 
with the megaphone. 





General Theatres Takes 
Anzac Local-Made Pic 
After Long Argument 





Sydney, July 9. 

After a long, bitter battle between 
British Empire Films and Charles 
Munro, Cinesound’s film, “Thorough- 
bred,’ has been bought by General 
Theatres for first release in Mel- 
bourne, Adelaide and Perth. Snider- 
Dean, however, gets the pic in Bris- 
bane and also held first release in 
Sydney. Indies will take the nic in 
the Melbourne nabes and Hoyts, 
through Munro, bought it for the 
Svdney nabes. 

British Empire Films has also ar- 
ranged with Munro for G.T. to take 
the first group of Associated Distrib- 
utors’ product for first release in 
Melbourne, Adelaide and Perth. 
Group comprises ‘When Knights 
Were Bold,’ ‘Street Singer’s Sere- 
nade,’ ‘Koenigsmark,’ ‘Fame,’ “The 
Improper Duchess’ and ‘Public Nui- 
sance No. 1.’ In Sydney, Brisbane 
and Newcastle the first release rights 
for these are held by Snider-Dean. 

Strange angle to the whole thing 
ic that Stuart F. Doyle is closely as- 
sociated with British Empire Films, 
and is also m. d. of Cinesound. In 
association with Charles Munro he is 
in charge of General Theatres, and 
is also m. d. of Greater Union The- 
atres. Charles Munro is m. d. of 
Hoyts, but Greater Union Theatres 
and Hoyts are combined into what 
teday is known as General Theatres. 
Hoyts operates a chain of theatres 
cutside the G.T. setup and so does 
Greater Union. 


SYDNEY PRODUCTION 
ON AT FULL SPEED 


Sydney, July 7. 

Production activities are forging 
ahead rapidly at the present time. 
Cinesound has practically completed 
‘Orphan of the Wilderness,” Zane 
Grey’s unit on Great Barrier Reef is 
completing ‘White Death,’ and Co- 
lumbia will be set by the end of the 
week to start ‘Rangle River’ with 
Victor Jory in the lead. 

In Melbourne, Atlanta Films, 
Fuller-Rolls unit, is reported satis- 
fied with financial progress made 
and expects to get started on pro- 
duction plans pronto. 

Death of F. W. Thring has some- 
what delayed the Efftee-Mastercraft 
production plans, but it is believed 
work will proceed within the next 
few weeks. 

In Melbourne at the present time 
there are no productions on the floor, 
despite the granting of the quota, 
and outside Atlanta there are no 
other units even lined up. It is prob- 
able that when Stuart F. Doyle re- 
turns from abroad, Cinesound (Vic- 
toria) Ltd., will begin production 
work, however. 

Pix completed are ‘Uncivilized’ 
(Chauvel) and ‘Flying Doctor’ (Na- 
tional). ‘Doctor’ was screened last 
, week and will probably be given an 
early release date over the G, T.- 











Sir Ben's Film - 
Production Co. 
Ready to Start 


Sydney, July 9. 

Sir Ben Fuller is back from Mel- 
bourne satisfied that Atlanta Film 
Prods. will go to early flotation. 
Board of the new company includes 
Sir Benjamin Fuller, K.B., chairman 
of directors; Hon. Arthur Boyd, Hon. 
Thomas Kareen Maltby, M.L.A.; F. 
E. Balmeen and Robert John Hughes, 
Majority of board members are pow- 
erful Victorian business men, with 
Sir Ben as the showman. 

Atlanta plans to go on the market 
at $1,500,000, carrying over $1,000,000 
to be held in reserve and called 
upon when required, thus giving an 
actual market value of $2,500,000, 
and thereby making it the most pow- 
erful unit in Australia for the pro- 
duction of pictures. 

Sir Ben stated that it is antici- 
pated production will be in full 
swing in around three months, 
Ernest C. Rolls will be production 
director and will leave for America 
with Sir Ben some time next month. 
Ace technicians in every department 
will be signed for Australia to edu- 
cate the locals in the art of produc- 
tion. 

Players will be angled for, and 
already options are held with a num- 
ber of local performers and writers, 
so that actual work can commence 
as soon as possible. 

An option is held on a studio site 
situated at Werribee, 19 miles from 
Melbourne, and this, Sir Ben says, 
will be purchased. Site contains 
Manor Lodge, an oid historical home 
that has been in the Chirnside fam- 
il; for two generations and actually 
covers 90 acres. An additional 650 
acres adjoining it will also be pur- 
chased and contains orchards, work- 
shops, with a river running through 
the property. An aviation field is 
close by, and a little further afield 
are sheep and cattle holdings. 


ANOTHER 5,000 SEAT 
CINEMA FOR B. AIRES 


Buenos Aires, July 27. 

A big picture house equipped with 
several adjuncts, such as a bowling 
alley and a swimming pool, will 
shortly go to swell the number of 
amusement centers in this city. 

New house is to seat 5,000 and the 
estimated cost of the scheme exceeds 
$1,000,000. It is to be erected in 
Calle Corrientes, exactly opposite 
the site on which a 3,000-seater is 
at present going up. Latter is the 








last word in cinematograph design 
and when it opens it is scheduled to 
present Chaplin’s ‘Modern Times’ 
(UA), although there will not be 
much modernity about it unless the 
builders get busier than they have 
been to date. 

Calle Corrientes, traditional the- 
atre artery of the city, is undergoing 
a complete transformation. It is be- 
ing widened from end to end, a re- 
form made necessary by the growing 
traffic problem. 





Prez Lumiere 


Paris, July 26. 

Louis Lumiere will be the presi- 
dent of the photography and cinema 
group of the Paris 37 expo. 

He has accepted the presidency on 
condition that he would be no more 
than an advisor; the organization 
will therefore be turned over to a 
vice-president. 





New London Discovery 


London, July 26. 

Vivien Leigh, actress discovered 
by Sydney Carroll, has been called 
into action by Alex Korda. 

She gets two assignments; one on 
joan to Eric Pommer, for a spot 
in ‘Fire Over England,’ the other for 
a major piece in “Triangle,” which 
will have Walter Reisch, continental 











» Hoyts chain through Fox. 


writer-director, as its director, 
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Opera Cine, which is also to be the. 








“‘Holiywood has 
one of 


historical dra 

ma in ‘Mm 
red Scotiand’,. -Warm, eal 
ng, human and intense} 
interesting. It is tops.”’ J 


N.Y. E vening Journal 


Ng triumphant film. John 
Ford’s direction is a mas- 
terly job . . . as inspired a 
piece of work as was his 
Casting of ‘The Informer’,’’ 

_—WN.Y. Daily News 


“A distinguished prod- 
uct of the varied arts of 
the cinema .. . vividly 
imagined, simply writte 

and powerfully acted... 
has an exalted rhythm 
and incomparable vigor 


all its own.”’ 
—N.Y. World-Telegram 
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MARY OF SCOTLAND 


Radio release of Pandro Berman produc- 
tion. Stars Katharine Hepburn, Fredric 
March. Features Florence Eldridge, Doug- 
las Walton, John Carradine. Directed by 
John Ford. From play by Maxwel! Ander- 
gon; adaptation, Dudley Nichols; camera, 
Joseph H. August; music, Maurice de 
Packh. At Radio City Music Hall, N: Y:, 
week July 30, '36. Running time, 123 mins. 
Mary Stuart.......+...:; Katharine Hepburn 
Earl of Bothwell.......- ....Fredriec March 
Elizabeth Tudor........-- Florence Eldridge 
Darnley.......- Be ccececvess Douglas Walton 
RREIO oon 0b 00 decsestosgsztees John Carradine 


Morton....cccccesscccseeesese: Robert Barrat 
Leicester. sccceccosessevececsess Gavin Muir 
pe: PEPPY EOE TORE TT Try Ian Keith 
Die: BOR ces vids cetoicatit es Moroni Olsen 
Ruthven... .cscccesascoceseess William Stack 
Randolph. ....cccccscccscccsess Ralph Forbes 
ThrockMorton. .eseseeeeveees4 Alan Mowbray 
Mary Beaton. ...secccceses: Frieda Inescort 
Pe or ce wekas ogndehaniaee Donald Crisp 
Lindsa wT ickhakbsnecctédeuteane David Torrence 
Mary Livingstone..........-.Molly Lamont 
Mary Fleming... .ccccesccecseed Anita Colby 
Mary Seton. ..cccccccccscocceed Jean Fenwick 
Burghley......secossesssesseces Lionel Pape 
BUGRD . osaccudce sc 0tenss eed deteeee Alec Craig 
WUMIMO.... oc vcvccccccs is coceieces Mary Gordon 
MeSRENREr. .cccccccccccsescceses Monte Blue 
Maitland... .ccccccccceccenes Leonard Mudie 
BWOD os icvcdiveecesevenestens Brandon Hurst 
Lexington... .ccccccccccesess Wilfred Lucas 
Kirkcaldy ...ccdvccvvescces D'Arcy Corrigan 
DOUuRlas, . .iwiccccceccerctceyss Frank Baker 
Paudoncide. ......csceccsees Cyril McLaglen 
Fisherman's wife............+: Doris Lloyd 
Sir Francis Knollys....... Robert Warwick 


Judges—Murray Kinnell, Lawrence Grant, 


Ivan Simpson, Nigel de Brulier, Bar- 

lowe Borland, 
WAMINMRM «ooo coc cd esccetus Walter Byron 
Sergeant-at-Arms.......Wyndham Standing 
Barl of Kent. .ecscccccvcccsacssses Earle Foxe 
Gu Croche....ccvvecscovecsss Paul McAllister 
PIShOPMAN < 662 sc cccscessescs Lionel Belmore 
WUMOrIMAN (000 scdsccscccuees os Gaston Glass 
Nobleman. ....cccvsccseseces Neil Fitzgerald 





When RKO-Radio set about the 
task of transmuting this Maxwell 
Anderson-Theatre Guild play to the 
screen, it had two possibilities. Could 
have softened the story and 
played up the business of a woman 
who threw away her kingdom for 
love and thus sold the picture as 
sheer entertainment; or, as it did, it 
could have taken the hard way, tell- 
ing the story beautifully, artistically, 
delicately, with meticulous attention 
to detail and portrayal—but with 
perhaps some doubt on the straight 
b. o. angle. 

Having decided to do it the latter 
way there can be nothing but credit 
to Radio for its production. As is, 
despite running over two hours, 
despite having an over-abundance 
of dialog (which will murder it 
in the foreign market) and 
despite being of an essentially dull 
historic nature, it should get a lot 
of talk and okay business. But it 
will have to be watched and rsed 
carefully once it leaves the big keys. 

John Ford and Dudley Nichols are 
the duo who did so well by them- 
selves (even financially, eventually) 
with ‘The Informer.’ They double 
here again, and again they turn in 
effective performances. There may 
be some carping criticism of Nichols’ 
work on the scenario because of the 
fact that he junked Anderson’s blank 
verse and substituted straight prose. 
But he chose his prose carefully and 
has used it well. And Ford’s direc- 
tion, while slow gaited and some- 
what ponderous, is steady and sure- 
footed. It is obvious that the director 
knew exactly where he was going. 

The really curious point about’ the 
film is its casting. the face of 
it, Katharine Hepburr. would seem 
to be the wrong choice for the char- 
acter of the Scots queen. Certainly 
she makes of it a character consid- 
erably at variance with most histor- 
ians, But Miss Hepburn and her 
producers realized the essential value 
of the womanliness ‘of the central 
role and stressed that, thus evolving 
a stronger (cinematographically ) 
character. She is nowhere as hard 
as she should be, she nowhere shows 

the strength of courage and de- 
cision that the school-books talk of. 

She’s not really Mary Stuart but 

rather Katie Hepburn. And that is 

all in the film’s favor because it 
humanizes it all and makes it just 
that much more nearly accentable. 

Fredric March as Miss Hepburn’'s 
vis-a-vis in the role oi the swash- 
buckling Bothwel! is a natural and 
excellent choice, playing the slap- 
dash earl] to the hilt. Florence Eld- 
ridge as Elizabeth is again a ques- 
tionable choice from a strict histor- 
ical standpoint. She, too, turns in 
such a fine acting job as to convince 
quite definitely of the wisdom of it. 

That the producers were serious 
about their job is illustrated in the 
extra-long and extra-strong cast. Be- 
yond the principals named there is 
a long line of fine acting asignments 
in the hands of capable troupers. 
Perhaps nearest the top, and some- 
times encroaching on the center stage 
spot, is Douglas Walton, a new film 
face, in the role of Darnley. Another 
strong impression is made by John 
Carradine as Rizzio, another difficult 
role. Robert Barrat, Gavin Muir, Ian 
Keith, Moroni Olsen, Alan Mowbray, 
Frieda Inescourt, Donald Crisp and 
Walter Bryon are others who stand 
out in bits although, in full justice, 
it must be pointed out that there are 
a dozen or so fine bit performances 
by the several capable and veteran 
troupers. -Some of them are former 
film and legit names doing their 
chores very well. 

In handling the photography and 
physical production, Ford put: em- 
phasis on shadows, several times 
achieving-surprisingly strong -effects. 
In this connection, too, a garland is 
due Murice De Packh for a sp)<;"'4 
musical accompaniment which ' 
beautifully into the spirit of th; 
tire production. 


its length and finish. Former might 
be debatable; there has been a grow~ 
ing tendency of late towards longer 
features. But this one is over two 
hours and, although eight minutes 
have been clipped since its Holly- 
wood preview, it would seem to be 
possible to chop out 10 or 20 more. 
Episodic story treatment tends to 
emphasize the length also, 

The finish is a sad one and that 
is an old problem. It isn’t always a 
bad idea but here, with the entire 
picture tending towards shadows, 
chatter and length, one wonders 
even more. There was, of course, 
nothing else the studio could do on 
that score, without completely cor- 
rupting history. Kauf. 


Rhythm on the Range 
(WITH SONGS) 


Paramount release of Benjamin Glazer 


production. Stars Bing Crosby. Features 
Frances Farmer, Bob Burns. Directed by 
Norman Taurog. Story, Mervin J. Hauser; 


adaptation, Walter Deleon, Francis Mar- 
tin, John C. Moffit, Sidney Salkow; songs, 
Billy Hill, Sam Coslow, Leo Robin, Rich- 
ard Whiting, Frederick Hollander, Johnny 
Mercer; film editor, Ellsworth Hoagland; 


camera, Karl Strauss. At Paramovnt. 
New York, week July 29, ‘36. Running 
time, 85 .minutes, 

pe ASS FR Spa Bing Crosby 
Doris Halloway....cccessss Frances Farmer 
MNOEE <0 0:6 Sees ds vnepedee cécteccess Bob Burns 
Emma Mazda.......e+.-++-----Martha Raye 
Robert Halloway..........Samuel S. Hinds 
ee RIUM A gsc 0. kb sie 0 ioe teks Warren Hymer 
Penelope Ryland...Lucille Webster Gleason 
SEY. c Coe bead i se UPe dc eske George E. Stone 
WORGER ccccccccccescescececses James Burke 
Gila. Bind. .ccdccocccccessesess> Clem Bevans 
CN 5 dn ch oe cannt s+.».Charles Williams 
MIE, bobs ccnocscetecdescesey Leonid Kinkey 





Despite the title, the costumes and 
the characters, this is no western. 
There’s very little range, but plenty 
of rhythm, and the latter makes it 
pleasant entertainment. 

Bing Crosby shoots par, on sing- 
ing and light comedy but, because of 
story handicap, he might have had 
some tough going minus the aid of a 
pair of new faces, clicking on their 
first picture attempt. The newcomers 
are Martha Raye and Bob Burns, 
both from vaudeville, with the latter 
gg gained his film chance via 
radio. 


Both—and this is something far 
from customary for Hollywood first- 
timers—were permitted by. Norman 
Taurog to shoot the works with 
whatever they know or can do. For 
Miss Raye it was an exceptional 
break. She has a perfect (for her) 
song for her forte department—sing- 
ing. She gets in her drunk hit and 
has an opportunity to show off all of 
her tricks, particularly the mugging. 
And from this performance Miss 
Raye and her directors can deter- 
mine what should be dropped from 
her extensive phiz repertoire for 
future film work. There are some 
flaws in Miss Raye’s performance, 
which is to be expected, but at first 
sight she impresses as a very promis- 
ing picture comedienne. 

‘Burns also got some splendid op- 
portunities and he made the most 
of the majority of them, but he may 
have to speed up a bit for pictures. 
His radio and stage monolog system 
takes too much footage and possibly 
will be better if shortened, although 
in this picture Burns lands, even 
‘with the speeches. Reason is that 
he’s different and a refreshing new 
personality. Because of his drawl 
and clean humor, Burns in the radio 
business has been regarded by some 
as ‘another Will Rogers.’ Resem- 
blance is still only in the drawl and 
material cleanliness, however. 

Others chiefly.in support are Lu- 
cille Gleason, dressed like a suffra- 
gette as a femme ranch owner, and 
Frances Farmer, who plays straight 
opposite Crosby. Miss Farmer is just 
the ingenue in this one, but a nice 
looking girl and frequently remind- 
ful of Madge Evans from certain 
camera angles. 

Story concerns western people 
chiefly, but oddly confines its cowboy 
stuff to a New York locale. This 
occurs in the rodeo opening, set in 
Madison Square Garden. Long shots, 
taken for this picture last spring, 
were actually made in the Garden. 
From there the action shifts to a 
train, an automobile and then, in the 
last few moments to a western 
ranch. But the ranch stuff is all 
inside. - 

Crosby is a cowhand employed by 
Penelope Ryland (Mrs. Gleason) and 
Miss Farmer is the lady’s niece. Lat- 
ter is a rich New Yorker, engaged to 
a boy she doesn’t love, and the 
Crosby attachment follows quite nat- 
urally, with the girl running away 
and making the trip west, identify 
unknown. Extremely simple story is 
only slightly complicated by the in- 
troduction of a trio of musical com- 
edy heavies who seek to kidnap the 
heiress. 

There’s singing throughout the pic- 
ture, though technically it’s not a 
musical, and Crosby does most of it, 
which will satisfy most everybody. 
He starts off with ‘Empty Saddles, 
new cowboy dirge by Billy Hill, 
doing it astride a white horse in the 
Garden sequence. Later on he sings 
‘I Can’t Escape From You,’ by Leo 
Robin-Richard Whiting, and ‘The 
House That Jack Built for Jill,’ by 
Robin and Frederick Hollander. 

Best musical sequence, and bring- 
ing the picture to a corking climax, 





is a jam fest in the ranch house. 
with Crosby and Miss Raye singing 


| and truckin’ to ‘If You Can’t Sing 


It You'll ‘Have to Swing It’? (Sam 


Among the film’s distinct faults are} Coslow) and ‘I'ma an Old Cowhand’ 


| 





Miniature Reviews 


| Mlary ef Scotland’ (Radio). 
Long and sad, but beautiful. 

‘ Hepburn and Fredric March, 

‘ plus strong support, along with 
it’s being a critics’ picture, in- 
sures it for okay b.o. 

‘Rhythm on the Range’ (Par). 
Okay comedy, with plenty of 
songs, starring Bing Crosby. 

“Fhe Final Hour’ (Col). Talky 
and slow-moving murder melo 
with little marquee draft. 

‘Three Cheers for Love’ (Par). 
Musical romance, is disappoint- 
ing entertainment. No cast 
names for the marquee. 

‘Bengal Tiger’ (..B). Tritely 
contrived meller. 

‘I Was a Captive of Nazi Ger- 
many’ (Malvina). Isobel Lillian 
Steele’s story of detention in 
Nazi prison told in ineffective 
manner. 

‘The Dark Hour’ (Ches). Dull 
sleuth mystery story, lacking 
name strength; dual spots only. 














(Johnny Mercer). Miss Baye gets in 
her hottest licks here. There’s also 
some heated trumpeting by Louis 
Prima at this time. 

No fancy production to speak of, 
especially during the musical mo- 
ments. Songs depend on delivery 
and direction, and get value re- 
ceived in both departments. ‘Cow- 
hand’ has already been extensively 
plugged. Bige. 


Ort 


THE FINAL HOUR 


Columbia production dnd release. Features 
Ralph Bellamy, Marguerite Churchill. Di- 
rected by D. Ross Lederman. Original 
story by Harold Shumate; camera, Lucien 
Ballard. At Rialto, N. Y., week July 31, 
36. Running time, 57 minutes. 


John Vickery. ..csccessnasess Ralph Bellamy 
Fio Russell........... Marguerite Churchill 
Red McLarnen...cosseces-ss: John Gallaudet 
Charlie .......secceseses..-..-George McKay 
Fortune Teller...cceee.-.-Elizabeth Risdon 
Mike Magellon.....ccee.+--- Mare Lawrence 


Delle... ccocccccccccesescsss Lina Basquetie 





Elemental stuff, slow, humorless 
and verbose. A formula picture to 
chaperon the double deckers. 


Ralph Bellamy is a rumpot lawyer. 
Marguerite Churchill is a dignified 
hat-check girl. Innocently she gets 
mixed up in two police raps. One 
is petty larcency, second is murder. 
Bellamy saves her from both, after 
the girl helps lift him from the gut- 
ter. They clinch for a final fadeout. 


Inept dialog and transparent ac- 
tion. 

Some of the players don’t fit the 
roles and there is hardly a convinc- 
ing character in the picture. 

Mostly indoor camera stuff and not 
much shading. Shan. 


Three Cheers for Love 


(WITH SONGS) 


Paramount release of A, M. Botsford 
production. Features Eleanore Whitney, 
Robert Cummings, William Frawley, Ros- 
coe Karns, John Halliday, Elizabeth Patter- 
son, Grace Bradley, Louis DaPron, Billy 
Lee. Directed by Ray McCarey. Story, 
George Marion, Jr.; adaptation, Barry 
Trivers; music and tyrics, Mack Gordon, 
Harry Revel, Ralph Rainger, Leo Robin; 
dance direction, Danny Dare; camera, 
Harry Fischbeck. At Roxy, N. Y.; week 
July 31, °36. Running time, 60 mins. 


Skippy Dormant.......... Eleanore Whitney 
Stmmmy Tete. ccscccccess Robert Cummings 
Milton Shakespeare...... William Frawley 
BOOE WOSHEOMs oc vnasdenaice¥ coe Roscoe Karns 
Charles Dormant............ John Halliday 
Wilma Chester........ Elizabeth Patterson 
BVO DOORN sinc sve c cc ceecce Grace Bradley 
die OF eee Olympe Bradna 
eee op eppre Louis DaPron 
Consuelo Dormant......... Veda Ann Borg 
PY: Koc.s ba cavvebddobde seesnics Billy Lee 
i ee eee ee es cccceses Irving Bacon 
WTO aves 6o coketvebes teSeves's 03 Si Wells 





‘Three Cheers for Love’ is any- 
thing but three cheers as a film. 
Concocted in a routine manner, with 
dialog which is frequently trite, and 
provided with a plot that is a weak 
excuse for the song and dance num- 
bers tossed into it, this musical 
romance is dreary entertainment. Its 
only saving grace are a few laughs, 
(too few) and some fairly good song 
and dance numbers. 

Picture is anything but pretentious. 
It contains some’ good talent, how- 
ever. Members of the cast, singly, 
are not money this side of ticket 
windows, but together they consti- 
tute a group deserving better ma- 
terial than they got. 

Eleanor Whitney, youthful ro- 
mantic lead, is likely to march on. 
She has a winning personality, 
handles lines well and is a clever 
dancer. Robert Cummings, opposite 
her on the romantic assignment, 
sings well and handles his hoofs in 
an agile fashion, but as a screen 
lover type doesn’t click so well. 

William Frawley is swell as a 
busted showman with a road troupe 
on his hands and so is Roscoe Karns, 
his electrician, but they didn’t have 
big chances. Another who is excel- 
lent for the role he’s got, that of a 
film studio head, is John Halliday. 

Music is only fair but ‘Where is 
My Heart’ may attain moderate suc- 
cess. “The Swing Tap’ is probably 
second best on chances. Other num- 
bers are ‘Long Ago and Far Away’ 
and ‘Learn to be Lovely.’ : 





Strand, N. Y., weék July’ 29, '36, Run- 
ning time, 62 mins, 

Cliff Ballenger. ........+.- Barton MacLane 
LRUTE 6 nc cede cccbdoseceder'eces June Travis 
Joe Larson. ...rcccccccsccctsees Warren Hull 
Carl Homan. ...cccccsecccocesss Paul Graetz 
PEROMED a4 6k0-0004 6400000060 08 Joseph Grehan 
Nick DeLargo...«.ccoossees Richard Purcell 
| Ambulance Driver»..... Carlyle Moore, Jr. 


not of the elaborate variety but go 
over well. Miss Whitney, Cummings, 
Louis DaPron and Billy Lee figure 
in the most ambitious effort, a 
fencing production number that is 
good, but suffers from lack of pre- 
cision by the girls. 

Miss Whitney plays the daughter of 
a film producer who sends her to an 
eastern girl’s school operated by a 
former vaudeville performer. Before 
she can arrive a friend of the 
latter’s turns up with his stranded 
troupe. They cook up the idea of 
letting the_prospective student come 
on, with the show troupe posing as 
pupils, professors, dramatic instruc- 
tors and the like. Scheme is to later 
put on a show, get the girl’s father 
to look at it and maybe give ’em all | 
jobs in pictures. Char, 


BENGAL TIGER 


Warner Bros. production .and_ release. 
Directed by Louis King. Original story 
and adaptation, Roy Chanslor and Warl 
Felton; camera, L. William O'Connell. At 





‘Bengal Tiger’ has all the earmarks 
of a melodrama that got a quick 
going over, with sound and fury far 
outweighing dramatic substance and 
the plot leaving hardly a single 
known emotional stratagem un- 
touched. It’s grade-B entertainment 
for the kids who may like the film’s 
exhibition of cat-teasing and man- 
mauling. 

Central character near the fade- 


out remarks, ‘Well, it seems as things 
got kind of mixed up,’ referring to 
the course his love life had taken, 
but the same comment applies to the 
picture’s plot. The jumble of story 
twists, one more obvious than the 
other, vie with hackneyed situations 
to make the production an oldtime 
serial holiday. ‘Tiger’s’ pictorial 
highpoint is a battle between two 
men and a cat and a circus fire, but 
the excitement deriving from either 
doesn’t amount to much. 


Fable revolves around Barton Mac- 
Lane, a drunken .cat tamer, who 
marries the young orphan of a man 
who had saved -his life only to find 
that the girl loves a personable 
trapeze performer (Warren Hull). 
Complictaing the situation is that 
the tamer and the man. on the flying 
trapeze are the clcsest of friends and 
the latter is determined to renounce 
his own yen for the girl so that his 
friend’s happiness will not be -de- 
stroyed. 


The plenteous assortment of sac- 
rifices in the film comes in for their 
most ferocious lic in the final reel. 
The tamer catches the trapezist and 
the wife in a clinch, and a right hook 
knocks the latter unconscious. After 
dragging the inert’ youth into the 
arena, the tamer .lets the tiger out 
of its cag . As the cat circles around 
for the kill, the girl cries out her 
love for the trapezist. The tamer 
rushed back into the arena, pulls 
out the youth and just as the former 
is about to close the gate on himself 
the tiger makes ~ leap which both 
finishes the tamer and the triangle. 


MacLane swings a menacing chair 
at the cats and puts on a better all 
around performance than could be 
expected from the script. June 
Travis as the girl torh between love 
and wifely obligations, lends some 
conviction to her assigned state of 
wretchedness, while Hull fills in ac- 
ceptably as the third angle in the 
complications. Odec., 


GRAND JURY | 


Radio release of Léc 
Stars Fred_ Stone. Directed by Albert 
Rogell. Story, Joseph A. Fields, Philip 
Epstein, James Grant, Thomas Lennon; 
camera, Joseph August. At Palace, N. Y., 
week July 31, ’36, dual bill. Ruaning time 


Marcus production. 


60 mins. 

RIOT. 6 0s tc pndieecbecceces cubs Fred Stone 
By Pr rere Louise Latimer 
Pe a ree RO Owen Davis, Jr. 
Bodyguard .......+.++.+-.++..MOroni Olsen 
NS 55s pocedeeétustee Frank M. Thomas 
SORT ee Guinn Williams 
DD d c'degub osgendes bd0en Harry Beresford 
MAMET i Se cccscwsepdcedesivcs Rusgell Hicks 
Te ro oe Pee eee Harry Jans 
WOMEN 6k ctcsassanan Robert Emmet Keane 
ML 90.0000 tWeeceeknei Robert Middiemass 
Martha .............+..Margaret Armstrong 
PTT ee Charles Wilson 





Below par production. Story is 
silly to start with and grows worse 
as it unfolds. 


Neither melodrama nor comedy, 
the story hashes together a cub re- 
porter, an eccentric old duffer, his 
granddaughter, a bunch of gangsters 
and a pillar of the community who 
is secretly the man behind the rack- 
ets. It's jerky continuity throughout 
and the villains are never believable. 
aning of the actors is stilted and 
awkward and even the camera an- 
— are old-fashioned and abrupt. 

tock situations, sloppily reworked, 
do not produce either laughs or 
tension, 


None of the performances rate 
attention. Stone pulls a few giggles 
on his breakaway legmania but is 
otherwise snowed under by ‘the 
feeblemindedness of the character he 


WEIBERREGIMENT 
‘(Feminine Regime’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 
Berlin, July 26. 


UFA ’ production and. release. Features 
Heli Finkenzeller Erika v. Thellmann, 
Oscar Sima: Directed by Karl Ritter. 
Music, E, E, Buder: book, Hans Fitz and 
Rudo Pitter. At UFA am Zoo, Running 
time 70° mins, 

Rosl escoceces Gedd eB oaees Heli Finkenzeller 
CU fi sc awetetbedetcce Erika v. Thelimann 
Ignats wi... hedabscsbesNis+ 23 Oskar Sima 
ALOIS 4 viccceececseeesueees Hermann Erhart 
Korbimian . eeoees++Thecdor Danegger 
Heppl socavcanscvesdgsecs resus Beppo Breim 
DOME Eds ch vb cWebertiwics Ve dip owes H. Thome 





(In German) 


Heavy -footed sex-appeal com- 
bined with a collection of superficiali- 
ties concerned with Bavarian peas- 
ant humor. It’s an attempt by Karl 
Ritter to put sex appeal on the. Ger- 
man screen again, but no dice. 

Story is all about Bavarian peas- 
ant customs and their attitude to- 
wards life and humor. Rosl, pretty- 
looking owner of the Zacherlbraeu 
brewery and in love with Alois, is 
informed by the court that a guar- 
dian. has been appointed in the per- 
son of her aunt Cilli, an old maid, 


who arrives promptly and at once 
upsets everything. Her experience 
with the masculine sex causes her to 
immediately discharge all the boys, 
including Alois, and put a feminine 
regime in their place. Only old and 
slick Korbimian is retained to look 
after the brewery. He, of course, is 
in with<the boys. ‘The beer that he 
turns out is so awful that complaints 
shower in from all the customers, 
and his climax in strategy is directed 
by way of sex-appeal, causing Alois 
to make love to Cilli. : 
Rather good acting by Heli Fin- 
kenzeller as Rosl, Erika v. Thell- 
mann as Cilli, Oscar Sima as Ignatz, 
Hermann Erhardt as Alois, Theodor 
Danegger as Korbimian, Beppo Brem 
as Seppl, and H. Thoms as Toni. 
Picturesque backgrounds and fine 
photography. One outstanding song 
‘Heut bin ich so gluecklich’ (‘Today 
I Am so Happy’). 


GYPSIES 


(RUSSIAN MADE) 
(WITH SONGS) 


Amkino release of Mezhrabpomfilm pro- 
@uction. Stars Lala Chernaya. Features 
Alexander Granach, Directed by Evgeni 
Schneider and M._. Goldblatt. Story, Z. 
Markina, M. Vituknovsky; music, C, G. 
Lobachev: camera, N. Prozorovsky. At;the 
Cameo, N. Yea week of July 28, '36, Run- 


ning time, 85 mins. 

DaMnhle . 66 o Kidde cdc ceess Alexander Granach 
VRORO - «<0 cpssenesecdscacsce sc sits, MOrevinay 
TUR oF ec cwocccesosescaqdess's M. Sinelnikova 
Alta ...«% TETTTT TIT TTT Lala Chernaya 
Ivan TiAKHO. (.cccccccoseceeesi:-:M, Yanshin 
President ...e+. PYYTITIL Tit ee F. Blajevich 
Hannah op ivvscccccegecscccess E, Rogulina 
BORG . <. «0.000 0.0 ows coroaveceseccarese P. Sanin 
Young Gypsies Wroeragesesces {S. Koleskidy 

7S, Kmara 


¢ 





(In Russian, with English Titles) 

‘Gypsies,’ according to Amkino’s 
explanatory leaflets, is ‘the lyrical 
saga of a people forever wandering 
towards a dream of happiness.’ On 
the screen the film doesn’t turn out 


to be as lyrical as the literature is, 
while the dream of happiness is por- 
trayed.as a U.S.S.R. collective farm. 
Nor do the gynsies exacily wander 
there. Some adroit missionary work 
by the Soviets—whose interest in the 
gypsies patently is the latter’s stock 
of fine. horses—is the steering gear 
that terminates the dream. 

Except for a series of clips show- 
ing the nomads, primed with a dram 
or two of vodka, i native dances, 
costumes, and choral executions, the 
picture is largely standardized Soviet 
fare of the mission-festival stripe. 
Which means that by American 
forms it isn’t far from being a rous- 
ing oats opera. The villain is em- 
phatically villainous, and so on down 
the line to photography which has 
a proclivity for clouds, forests and 
galloping nags. There is a stabbing, 
a two-man fight, some jealousy be- 
tween the femmes, and virtue tri- 
umphant in the finale. What the 
nasal cowboy twanging is to the cow 
saga, the gypsy screaming is to this 
opus. Of gypsy history, folk lore, 
etc.—in short, how the gypsies got 
that way—there is not one hint. 

Iala Chernaya, Alexander Granach 
and N. Mordvinov are obviously 
capable of having turned in a real 
‘saga.’ They only get half a chance 
here, and at that are breaking 
through the ponderous direction 
most of the time to land their punches 
solidly... Shearing is wobbly, abound- 
ing in protracted fadeouts and repe- 
tition, 

On the whole ‘Gypsies’ is not 
thorough enough in the field its title 
indicates to make a dent elsewhere 
than in the foreign language circuit 
catering to pro-Soviet trade. This is 
largely due to the yarn which 
attempts the dual task of making 
the gypsies romantic and in need 
of Soviet help at the same time. 
It can’t quite ever get over the 
stumbling block of the Soviets want- 
ing those beautiful gypsy nags to 
reap their harvest. A good Ameri- 
can western would have tossed this 
mundane distraction to the winds. 
But the Soviets were too honest—or 
too anxious to hit the propaganda 
stride. 








Dances, staged by Danny Dare, are 


plays. Owen Davis, Jr., is tops in 
juvenile sappiness Land, 


English titles, appended are adee 
' quate, Edga 
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+ ® the guilt fastened to another party 4 
: : Ah, ter party ’ © 

Captive of Nazi Germany he the final culprit is discovered. La Cieca di Sorrento 

4 ictur auctio 4 release. re’s fur * intrigui : : 
Malvina Pictures protoction ana release: | There’s the further intriguing angle| (‘Blind Girl of Sorrente’ Udo Fiacemenis 
Story written by Iso i eS of two detectives, one of the old and (ITALIAN MADE 
on her experiences in Germany. Identity | the other of the new school, pitted! Nuov 
F gemaining members of cast and director s » pitte Nuove Mondo releases of Momenti pro- 
«| ited on film. At Globe, N. ¥., week | 28ainst each other. | duction, Features Dria Paola, Corrado 
jug. 1, 136. Running time, SJ wins. Charles Lamont failed to sense the | #acca. _ Directed by Nunzio Malasomma. . Wi 

’ important matter in the story. His Adaptation, Temase Smith, trom novel by Hollywood, Aug. 4. Bletcher, Otis Harlan, William 

2 ‘ ; : pe &s .. | Francesco Mastriani; music, Umberto Man- : i illi i 
; riptive «warration.) idea of megging, in this picture, is|cini: camera, Arturi Gailea. At Cine} James Horne, screen play, untitled | Worthington, William | Benedict, 
(With descrip ¢ : B T Be D 
wer ,.j to drag in the two detectives, let} Roma, N. Y.) week Aug. 1, '36. Running Laurel and Hardy, Roach Brenda Fowler, ‘Can This ixle, 
The story of Isébel Lillian Steele’s| them discuss their theories, open | titme, 72 mins. Norman Willis "Albert J. Smith, | 29-F- 
arrest and detention in a woman's} doors and let somebody eise theorize | Beatrice Rionero........--++--. Dria Paola : a St "| Carlos San Martin, ‘Dodsworth,’ 
rs A ences magn . . a v4 . FeO. MorisaGl.. viicsecss ~..Corrado Racca John Gallaudet, Edward McWade, 

prison by Nazi government reaches|or be cross-examined. He manages! anna Sordi "i!lllanna Magnani | “Two-Minute Alibi,’ Col Goldwyn. 
the screen in ‘I Was a Captive of|to conceal the identity of the real| Oliviero Baldieri...22221212...Mario Steni Elisabeth Risdon, Margaret Mc-! . George Humbert, Snowflake, Cecile 
Nazi Germany,’ with Miss Steele por-| slayer until the final moments, but | "erdinando Baldieri........... 3iulo Gemmno | , ‘ on March |Cunningham, Francis X. Shields, 

; z ; ‘ : . a ’ agi deren eae) ; Wade, Nana Bryant, Marian Marsh, | 5 : 
traying herself in the film. She is|by that time the horse has been| + phy a pe mengee Ae pate cee’ TEE rag Luca | «theodora Goes Wild,’ Col | ‘Come and Get It,’ Goldwyn. 

- oe a Rhy ing a1 stole re ein abe beatrice (as child)......3 iranda ~Bonansea th , . ‘ 23 ? "Raw 
credited with | gormnornsne the _ st en oe ee ae a | Maria Luisa Morisani............ Vera Dani} Russell Hardie, Betty Compson,| Egon Bricker, Vesey O'Bavern, 
script or at least furnis ins e ae- ae Mitt, pamyer OF FOC t GlavGws Akin ccddeccecccdeeces Leon Bartoli David Selman directing, ‘Poker Face,’ | Carlos San Martin, Romaine Cale 
tails on which to produce it. Pos-| gnized talents, is no me 4 


sibilities of making a gripping screen 
yarn were muifed through the in- 
clusion of extraneous deiail, tedious 
pacing and bad acting. Proper cut- 
ting job might enhance its possibili- 
ties. 

Despite these and other flaws, 
there is no question about the pic- 
ture being a strong preachment 
against the Nazi rule. Hence, it will 
be up to individual exhibitors to de- 
cide whether he wants to play the 
film and wheiher it would be suited 
for his type of patronage. Ii is too 
prolonged to fit nicely on many 
double bills and too weak to stand 
alone. 

Printed explanatory note at open- 
ing cites that the material was such 
sensational news at one time that 
it could not be told on the screen, 
but that now it is okay. Also at- 
tempts by, the same means to cover 
up the identity of characters in the 
film story, excepting Miss Steele. No 
credits, for this reason, given to 
other cast members, director, ca- 
meraman, script chief or narrator, 
who incidentally does a smart job. 

Primary weakness of the picture 
is the mass of newsreel shois flashed 
on screen to trace Germanic history 
from 1924 up until Hitler came into 
power. This is dull audience stuff, 
overplayed in relation to the basic 
‘prisoner’ story. There also are a 
group of face close-ups that don’t 
mean.much because these characters 
are so long actually entering the 
yarn. 

Background of Miss Steele is re- 
lated with stress on citizenship and 
that she lived in Utah since five 
years old. She is projected into first 
actual scenes of her prison story as 
a freelance press representative; how 
she met a wealthy baron, his cham- 
pagné drinking friends and several 
picture: producers is awkwardly in- 
troduced. However, this is essential 
for’'the later offer made by a sup- 
poséd Nazi film official. She collabs 
with him on a scenerio incorporating 
the wholesale arrests of the baron 
and his friends and showing activi- 
ties of secret police. 

For this she is thrown into jail, 
held incommunicado and shipped to 
two different prisons, says Miss 
Steele’s story. Up until the time she 
is nabbed by the secret police, this 
feature appeared to be dying on its 
feet. Once she is under the siern 
hand of Nazi authorities, it perks 
up appreciably. Prison scenes are 
fairly realistic and Miss Steele's act- 
ing improves in her new environ- 
ment. 

Chief criticism of the jail evisodes, 
which form the meat of the produc- 
tion, is that they were not made 
strong enough. Even film scenes of 
American prisons have been made 
far more realistic in numerous pro- 
ductions that have come from Holly- 
wood in recent years. 

the manner in which she is de- 
tained and permitted little or no 
chance to obtain outside help until 
Senator Borah (in the film) siarts 
things moving certainly places the 
Nazi government in no favorable 
light. 

Director and cameraman have 
made fair use of close-ups to ef- 
fectively put «over their principal 
points, Several in the cast give 
worthwhile performances but there 
are others that smack of the neo- 
phyte school. Wear. 


THE DARK HOUR 


Chesterfield relenge of Ceorge R. Batchel- 
ler ‘production. Features Berton Churchill, 
Irene Ware, Ray Walker, Hobart Bosworth, 
hk. E. Clive. Directed by Charles Lamont. 
Adapted by Ewart Adamson from novel, 
‘The Last Trap,’ by Sinclair Gluck: camera, 

-' A, Andersen. At the Fox, Brooklyn, 
week July 31, '36, on double bill, Running 


..Ray Watker 








See VAPSON. . 1. cece eee ia baen Irene Ware 
Paul Bernard............. Berton Churchill 
Mrs. OE 46 55 06605 6 0 .Hedda Hopper 
Chartes UDO. « viscccecs Hobart Bosworth 
PCED PEGE bos 6s 0 OE KE 60 Ke as Ec. E. Clive 
Henry eo Pere erty ees William V. Mong 
I en cies tds whic Ps 6's Harold Gcodwin 
Mrs. Dnbbin........... ..Aggie Herring | 
Helen Smith............ Katherine Sheldon | 
Mrs. Murphy.............. ....Rose Allen 
ee Miki Morita 
I John St. Polis 
Watson eecceseccccccsccses. FTOCa Kelsay 

Rp? MPG siiiovck sda. ..-Lioyd Whitloc A 
This whodunit may have made 
00d reading as a detective novel, 





but the screen version fails to even | 
approach the jelling stage. Only for | 
minor secondary dual spots. Acide 
from the lack of names, bad casting, | 
faulty acting and indifferent direc- | 
tion wreck what possibi¥ties the | 
Story ever had. Adaptation by Ewart | 

amson is partly at fault, too, be- | 
Cause of minimum of action called 
for in Script. 

Story itself was not without po-| 
tentialities with the angle of a kill-| 
er’s attempt to slay an already dead | 
man, and the triple denouement | 
when four of the least suspected per- 
Sons, one after another, are revealed 
Ss actual murderers, only to have 


great shakes | 
as a detective, even if the sleuth in | 
question is retired from duty. In-| 
stance No. 1 of miscasting. . Ray 
Walker recently has shown possibil- 
ities in films, but he makes a monot- 
onous sherlock of the modern school 
in this picture. Another casting mis- | 
fit. Irene Ware has a thankless role | 
and seldom has a chance. Hobart | 
Bosworth struggles to rise above 
some impossible situations and trite 
lines. Hedda Howner and E. E. Clive. 
the latter as a butler. manage to lend 


some sparkle to the drab proceedings. 


Dialogue is brutal. 

After seeing ‘The Dark Hour’ ex- 
hibitors likely will be sold on the 
idea that crime does not pay. Wear 


Everything Is Thunder 


(BRITISH MADE) 
London, July 22. 


Gaumont-British production and release. 


Stars Constance Pennett, Douglass Mont- 
gomery, Cscar Homolka. TDirected by Mil- 
ton Kosmer. Screen play, Marion Dix, 
John Orton, from novel by J. L. Hardy; 


camera, G. 
July ; 
Anna seer ects 
Huelh McGrath 


Krampf. 


At Piccadilly theatre, 
21, °36. 


Running time 76 mins. 
++ee+++e-Contance Bennett 
eeous Douglass Montgomery 


Detective Gorets..ccccsssesss Usear Homolka 
TROOCHOP occ cc ccscvevdecescedis ey Bmnértes 
ge CECTT CT Tee ree Frederick Lloyd 
WOOO 690006640 60000 ete cues George Merrit 





With Constance Bennett, Douglass 
Montgomery, and Oscar Homolka 
co-starred, this British-made should 
appeal on both sides of the Atlantic. 

It is seldom a picture or play 
starts off without a lot of preamble 
to establish the characters and set 
the scene for plot unfoldment. This 
one is almost unique in this respect; 
it instantly arrests interest, and 
plunges straight into drama, with 
some vivid cross-flashes of gunfire 
and hectic scurrying to denote the 
setting is wartime—1917. 

A young Canadian officer has tried 
several times to escape from a Ger- 
man prison camp. He finally suc- 
ceeds, with the aid of a Polish-born 
guard whom he bribes. Then much 
crossing and double-crossing of an 
improbable and entertaining sort. 

Direction is carefully and intelli- 
gently worked out, with a lot of 
motivation secured through the me- 
dium of pantomime. There is con- 
tinual dramatic suspense, with cast 
leaving little to be desired. 

Constance Benneit plays a girl of 
the streets with an exactitude that 
entitles her to warm commendation. 

Douglass Montgomery as the es- 
ecaping soldier has a part to which 
he is well suited, and Oscar Homolka 
adds one more to his list of strong 
characterizations which is rapidly 
= for him an envious niche 
nere, 


Schatten der Vergangen- 
heit 
(‘Shadows of the Past’) 


(GERMAN MADE) 
Berlin, July 26. 


Tobis-Europa release of Donau "roduc- 
tion, Features Luise Ullrich, Lucie Hoef- 
lich, CGustay Diesel, Gscar Sima, Anton 
Pointner, Tibor v. Hamlay. Directed by 


Werner Hochbaum. Story, Klaren, v. Hol- 
lander and Buda; music, Anton Profes. At 
Capito!, Berlin. Running time, 70 mins. 


BISIONS GON occ cvccesccccicccves Luise Ullrich 
Wetty Gath. ccc ccccsses Rene Luise Ultrich 


a Serer ere Gustav Diess! 
ME n5 G80) 6 bed 0 0 6506905 608 Lucie Hoeflich 
Rt: GION ac eececeeswesess ..Gretl Berndt 
Semimelweich....cccsccccccscrses Oscar Sima 


Brillianten-Emil...........- Anton Pointner 


Baren Hayduk..........- Tibor v. Hamlay 
og rr errr rr Rudolf Carl 
Tail Director......... Albert Heine 
RIPE occ bc ttdecesrees Riehard Waldemar 
TU vn oo Kb one 600s 004 Michael Yantho 


-. ee Pe ee 
(In German) 
A thriller, and a worthy produc- 
tion effort. Werner Hochbaum again 
specializes in psycho-analysis, same 


...Robert Valberg 


as in his previous production, ‘Die | 


Ewige Maske’ (‘Eternal Mask’). 


| Luise Ulirich in a double role is at 
| her best. 


Story tells dramatically of a cafe- 
house violiniste, Helene Gall, con- 
demned for murder and set free after 


: “our years for good behavior. Helene 


is innoeent, but everything is against 
her. She has a twin sister in Vienna, 
Betty, a big revue star. Bettv is 
drowned and Helene is found the 
next morning unconscious on the 
beach. Nobody having any idea of 
the existence of Betty's twin sister, 
Helene is brought to a hospital and 
reco#nized as her sister. 

Only two gangsters know of her 
secret, and both try to make the 
most of it, both knowing Helene 
from the cafe where she was a 
fiddler before. That makes for com- 
plications, but a happy, dramatic 
scene ends 

Exceptionally good acting by Luise 
Ullrich. Gustav Diessl, Lucie Uoef- 
lich and Oscar Sima. 
will get coin anywhere. 


tions, 








the film. | 


} 


A film that | 


Marchese di Rionero..Fernando De Cruciati 
Marchesa di Rionero.......... Diana Lante 
Police Commissioner............ Carlo Duse 


} Counselor Sordi..........0.. Giulio Tempest 





(In Italian, with English Titles) 
Mastriani’s novel, from which this 


| film is adapted, was written in 1875 
about events which had transpired |MG 


10 years before that. Yarn is strong 
on melodrama of the ultra-heavy 
sort, and when turned into cellu- 
loid additionally takes on costume 
aspects. Under Malasomma’s direc- 
tion, coupled with a nifty casting 
and acttng job, the net results look 
nicely saleable in the U. S. Italian 
market. Beyond that there aren’t 
any chances. 

Boiled down from its many involu- 
the plot concerns an assas- 
sin’'s attempt to marry the blind 
daughter of the woman he killed 
during a robbery. Meantime the 
doctor-son of the man innocently ex- 
ecuted for the crime cures the girl 
and brings the villain to justice. 
Dria Paola convinces as the blind 
girl, while Dino Di Luca unravels 
villainy with a capital hiss. Mario 
Steni, as the dictor. is capable. Cor- 
rado Racco gets feature billing as 
the sympathetic professor, though 
his role is actually quite limited. and 
appears chiefly as marquee strenerth. 

Running time of 72 minutes is iust 
right to keen the complicated plots 
and sub-plots from wearing. Arturi 
Gallea’s camera work is commend- 
able in every resvect, while May 
Christie’s English titles suffice. 


Edga. 


GUILTY MELODY 


(BRITISH MADE) 
(WITH SONGS) 
London, July 23. 


Franco-London Film production for Asso- 
ciated British Film Distributors, release. 
Stars Gitta Alpar; features Nils Asther, 
John Loder. Directed by Richard Pottier. 
From novel by Hans Rehfisly; scenario G. 


F. Salmony; music Nicolaus Brodszky: 
camera Jan Stallich, Jeff Seaholme. At 
Picendilly theatre, July 22, '36. Running 
time €8 mins. 

Mme. Marguerite Salvini........ Gitta Alpar 
SOA ocd cee ceneesesun secede Nils Asther 
Richard Carter... .coccscsssoceces John Loder 
Lady Rochester... cccececsccs Ethel Griffies 
Cecile ccccccccscsvcscoccssosyes Coral Brown 
Inspector .-Bartle...... Coeecccsvess Arty Aéh 
Chief Inspector...csccccees. Robert Englisch 
Duke of Mantva..... @rcvecece Don Alcaide 
Rimeletes. .cvisecscciccecvecesend F. Rendell 
Police Inspector.........s+ese+. Cc. Buckton 





A splendid vehicle for Gitta Alpar 
in the role of a Hungarian opera star 
who is innocently involved in an 
espionage charge while indulging in 
a love affair with a British intelli- 
gence officer. While the star’s re- 
nown is limited, calibre of the film 
should make it b.o.-worthy almost 
anywhere. 

While there are many shots of the 
heroine singing excerpts from dif- 
ferent operas at Covent Garden, 
these are never allowed to over- 
shadow or retard the development of 
the dramatic story. 

John Loder is the young Britisher. 

Nils Asther makes an easy and 
plausible scoundrel, and the sup- 
porting cast is all that can be de- 
sired. 

But the lovely voice of the star 
would raise to any height a picture 
not a quarter as good. 


Honeymoon Limited 


Monogram release of Mrs. Wallace Reid 


production, Features Neil Hamilton, Lrene 
Hervey. Directed by Arthur Lubin. Story, 
Vida Hurst; adaptation, Dorothy Reid, 


Betty Burbridge; editor, Carl Piersen; cam- 
era, Milton Krasner. At Chaloner, N. ‘Y.. 
dual, one day, Aug. 3, ‘36. Running time 


75 mins, 

BPO + sebenscbessonessss dees Neil Hamilton 
BER ietescar J ebenceesseneseces Irene Hervey 
hs SPP PE ere err ere Lioyd Hughes 
Cl eer eee Russeli Hicks 
BADE. wccccccccccscsvdsocescoess Lorin Raker 
TOs 6 6 co cgvcvstidacseleccesstare Joy Filmer 
Tibbs sevcccdeewccceseccvecess June Filmer 
PIME BAM. oc cccsccccecssccsess George Hayes 


Film is just tolerable for the duals. 

In an attempt to re-establish his 
finances, Neil Hamilton, as the au- 
thor, takes a bet to walk from New 
Yori: to San Francisco in siz: months, 
during which time he will write his 
experiences. The made-to-order plot 
starts when he seeks refuge from a 
storm in an abandoned lodge. Run- 
away Irene Hervey with her two kid 
sisters arrival of the cabin’s owner, 
crooks seeking cached loot, police 
hunt, etc. 

Simmers down to author’s story 
plot when he suddenly realizes what 
is happening around him. Dialog 
never registers because of the liter- 
ary attempts of adaptors. Cosi seems 
unexcited about the whole thing. 


JOE SHEA AT GN 


Hollywood, Aug. 4. 
Joe Shea has been named Coast 
nublicity and advertising dircctor of 
Grand National. 
He recently resigned °s aide to 
abe Yorke at Paramourt 





Col. 

Selmar Jackson, 
MG. 

Natt Carr, untitled short, MG. 

Eddie Shubert, ‘Chain Lightning, 
MG. 

Robert Young, ‘Love on the Run,’ 


‘Libeled Lady,’ 


William Wagner, Ben Hendricks. 
Harold Huber, Stanley Fields, ‘Devil 
Is a Sissy,’ MG. 

May Robson, Henry Daniell, Eliza- 
beth Allen, King Baggot, Mahlon 
Hamilton, Rex Evans, Howard Wil- 
son; Val Rosset, dance directing, ‘Ca- 
mille,’ MG. 
Raymond Walburn, 
Dance,’ MG 


‘Born to 





Keene Thompson, screen play, un- 
titled original, MG. 

David Boehm, screen 
titled original, MG. 

Billy Gilbert, Dick Elliott, Murray 
Kinnell, Pierre Watkins, Eddie Nu- 
gent, James Moscrip, Margaret Sed- 
don, ‘The Big Game,’ RKO. 

Bonnie June O’Day, George Davis, 
Tony Romano, ‘Portrait of a Rebel,’ 
RKO. 

Alec Craig, Murray Alper, Bobby 
Caldwell, Paul Fix, ‘Winterset,’ RKO. 
Russell Hopton, John Miller, De- 
Witt Jennings, .Paul Hurst, Lyle Tal- 
bot, Ray Mayer, Landers Stevens, 
Bryant Washburn, Russell Hicks, Ed- 
ward Le Saint, Oscar Apfel, Barnett 
Parker, John Carroll, J. Carrol 
Naish, ‘We Who Are About to Die,’ 
RKO. 

Curley Wright, ‘Don’t Turn ’Em 
Loose,’ RKO. 

Henry Brandon, ‘Outcasts of Poker 


play, un-| 





Flats,’ RKO. 

Jimmy McElveen, ‘Plough and the 
Stars,’ RKO. 

Vinton Haworth, Frances Sage: 
Louis Friedlander directing, ‘Without 
Order,’ RKO. 

Roland Graham, 
RKO. 

Sir Jenks, untitled Edgar Kennedy 
short, RKO. 
Tom Lennon, 
Scarlet,’ RKO. 

Gertrude Purcell, screen 
‘Serenade on the Seine,’ RKO. 

Louise Beavers; Herman Mankie- 
wicz, dialog: Kurt Neumann direct- 
ing. ‘Toinette’s Philip.’ RKO. 

Alice Ardell, Lyle Talbot, Etienne 
Giradot, ‘Personal Appearance,’ 
Major. 

Joseph A. Fields, screen play, 
‘Beauty Incorporated, RKO. 

Marcus Goodrich, screen play, 


‘Daniel Boone,’ 


screen play, ‘All 


play, 


“Night Waitress.’ RKO. 


Frank Albertson, Suzan Kaaren, 
‘No Place Like Rome,’ MG. 

Charles Richmond, Harry Holman, 
Leonard Lord, Eric Linden, Cecilia 
Parker, Olive Tell, Harry Beresford, 
Roger Imhof, Henry Kolker, Clara 
Blandick. Robert Warwick, Robert 
Fiske, Robert St. Polis, Edward 
Keane. Harry Jackson, Ralph Byrd. 
Alec Harford, Don Barclay, Frank 
Rhodes, Paul Irving, Clem Bevans, 
Torben Meyer; Karl Brown direct- 
ing, ‘in His Steps.’ Grand Nat. 

Buzz Barton, Cliff Nazarro, Bob 
Courtney, Thesdore Lorch, ‘Romance 
Rides the Range,’ De Luxe. 

Edmund Joseph. Sammy Fuller. 
screen play. ‘Hats Off,’ Grand Nat. 

David O’Brien, ‘The Black Coin, 
Weiss. 

Margaret Seddon, Matty Fain, 
Harry Carey, Pernardine Hayes, De- 
Witt Jennins: James Hogan directing. 
‘The Turnnng Point,’ Par. 

Vivierne Osborne, ‘Wives Never 
Know.’ Par. 

Gertrude Short. Murray Alper. 
Paddy O'Flynn, Billy Arnold, Rob- 
ert Cochrance, Bob Littlefield, Eddie 
Dunn, ‘Big Broadcast,’ Par. 

Howard Joslin, Harry C. Bradley, 
‘Murder With Pictures,’ Par. 

Arthur Aylesworth. Fred Kohler, 
Sr.. ‘The Plainsmon.’ Par. 

Hugh Buckler, Rav Milland, Akim 
Tamiroff. Lynne Overmen, Sally 
Martin, ‘Girl of the Jungle.’ Par. 
_Irving Bacon, Gale Sheridan, Wil- 
liam Janney; Louis Friedlander di- 
recting, ‘Hopalong Cassidy Returns,’ 
Par. 

Maurice Cass, ‘Champagne Waltz,’ 





Par. 

Bonita Granville, E. E. Clive, 
‘Maid of Salem,’ Par. 

Harry Carey, ‘Valiant Is the Word 
for Carrie,’ Par. 

Grant Garrett. Scena Owen, s2 
play, ‘Carnival,’ Par. 

Theodore Reeves. scrivting, 
ternes Can’t Take Money,’ Par. 

Jane Storm, screen play, ‘Its All 
Free,’ Par. 

Eve Greene, scripting, ‘Hidea‘vay 


Girl, Par. 
Charles Lederer. screen play 
‘Double or Nothing.’ Par. 


Philin MacDonald, 
‘Safari,’ Par. 

Samson Rafaelson, 
‘Easy Living,’ Par. 

Maude Fu'ton. Brian Marlow, 
sereen play, ‘First Romance.’ Par 

Myles Connolly, screen play, un- 
titled, George Raft, Par. 


screen play 


screen play, 





Ei Keane. Troy Brown, 
Warwick, Ferdinand Munier, 


Robert 
Billy 


‘In- | 


' 


lender, ‘Mistress of Fashion,’ WB. 

Frank Faylon, Frank Moran, Gary 
Owens, ‘The Shrinking Violet,’ WB. 

Henry O'Neill, ‘The Black Legion,’ 
WB. 

Spencer Charters, Nedda Harrigan, 
‘Heroes of the Air,’ WB. 

Frieda Inescourt, Donald Crisp, 
George Humbert, “The Making of 
O'Malley.’ WB. 

Robert Emmet O’Connor, Herbert 
Ashley, Shirley Lloyd, ‘Sing Me a 
Love Song,’ WB. 

Billy and Bobby Mauch, ‘The 
Prince and the Pauper,’ WB. 

George Chandler, Eddie Anderson, 
‘Three Men on a Horse,’ WB. 


Lawrence Riley, dialog, ‘Ever 
Since Eve,’ 

Lillie Heyward. screen play Pen- 
rod and Sam,’ WB. 

Dorothy Bennett. screen play, 
‘Sweetheart of the Navy,’ Grand Nat. 

June Martel, William Janney, 


Pierre Watkin, Henry Kolker, Lee 
Ford, The Theodoras, Harvey Clark, 
‘Sitting on the Moon,’ Rep. 

George Lloyd, Frank Puplia, Rob- 
ert Warwick, Billy Gilbert, ‘Bulldog 
Edition,’ Rep. 

Robert Kortman, Bud Osborne, 
Frazer Acosta, Ralph Taylor, ‘Rubin- 
son Crusoe,’ Rep. 

Lloyd Nolan, Chick Chandler, Rus- 
sell Hicks, Richard Tucker, Howard 
Hickman, Lester Matthews, Ralf 
Harold, ‘15 Maiden Lane,’ 20-F. 

Yacht Club Boys, Betty Grable, 
Fred Kohler, Jr.. Johnny Downs, 
‘Pigskin Parade,’ 20-F. 


Joseph Franklin Poland, screen 
play, ‘Desert Storm,’ Lesser. 

harles Kenyon, screen play, 
‘Think Fast, Mr. Moto,’ 20-F. 

David Silverstein, Paul Burger, 


screen play, ‘Singapore,’ 20-F. 

James Mulhauser, screen play, un- 
titled original, U. 

Murray Roth directing, 
Hostess,’ U. 

Henry Myers, screen play, College 
Holiday,’ Par. 

Tom Moore, Edith Elliott, George 
Sorel, ‘Rich and Reckless,’ U. 

Erin O’Brien Moore, ‘Green Light,’ 

Meyer, 


WB. 
‘The Wedding 
Present,’ Major. 


Torben 
Ed Dearing, ‘The Plainsman,’ Par, 
‘See America First,’ 20-F. 


‘Flying 





FLOYD ST. JOHN EAST 


Floya St. John, general manager 
of Republic Pictures of California, 
planed east Sunday to sit in with 
J. J. Milstein on a Fox-West Coast 
buy of Republic product. 





CONTRACTS 


Hollywood, Aug, 4. 

Warners handed Pierre Collings 
new writing ticlret. 

Melville Cooper given long term 
contract at Metro. 

20th-Fox handed Kenneth Mac- 
fowan new termer as associate pro- 
ducer. 

Francis Martin received new writ- 
ing pact at Par. 

Fritz Field long-termed at Par. to 
direct dialog and write. 

Radio termed Franklin Coen when 
his Paramount pact expires. 

Boris Petroff signed Walter Stern, 
former Universal cutter, to term pact 
as story editor. 

Mary Phillips sealed to long term 
covenant at Meiro. 

Columbia added Hugh Buckler to 
stock company on stretch deal. 

Major Pictures tied Margaret 
Perry to long-term pact. 

Paramount handed Joseph Lefert 
and Joseph Youngerman, assistant 
directors, termers. 

Irene Dale sealed for stretch at 
Paramount. 


STORY BUYS 


Hollywood, Aug. 4. 
Ann Jordan's ‘She Sings for Her 
Supper’ bought by Radio. 
Metro acquired Fannie 
‘Once Upon a Time.’ 
‘Lady Smith.’ Myles Connolly's 





Hiirst’s 


reen | Good Housekeeping yarn, taken by 


Paramount. 

Fred Knudsten’s ‘Cross Country’ 
purchased by Paramount. 

Frederick Hazlitt Brennan’s mag 


ivarn, ‘Uncrowned King,’ bought by 


Par. 


TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, Aug. 4 
Universal’s ‘A Fool for Blondes” 
hes been retitled ‘The Magnificent 
Brute. Pic was originally handled 
‘Big.’ 
‘Wey for a Pirate’ retagged ‘The 
Ceniain’« Kid’ at Warners. 
Crvscent’s ‘Thivtv-Pirst 
peen ictitied ‘Rebcilion.’ 














Star’ has 
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AT LOEW'S STATE, LOS ANGELES! 

AT GRAUMAN'S CHINESE, HOLLYWOOD! 
AT APOLLO, ATLANTIC CITY! 

AT MAIN ST.; KANSAS CITY! 

AT HIPPODROME, CLEVELAND! 

AT NEW. THEATRE, BALTIMORE! 

AT STRAND, LOUISVILLE! 


a eer 


Hower BAXTER Aare LOY 


are making love . 


AND BOX-OFFICE HISTORY’ 


*FOR INSTANCE!. .. AN 
AT ATLANTIC CITY! : 
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ae 


Opened bigger than 
any other attraction 
this season! oe 
Second: day to ane = , 
_- @pening by 1 
epee: First three jos. a | 
} ger than entire week 











of “Under Two Flags’! : with 
Held cobalt Ags IAN HUNTER 
mo e £6 
ee: CLAIRE TREVOR 
en ;RAUMAN'S CHINESE, Bae JEAN DIXON 
- HOLLYWOOD and LOEW’S Directed by John Cromwell 
ST ATE, LOS ANGELES oe Associate Producer Kenneth Macgowan 
(Dp AY AND D ATE RUN)! Screen Play by Richard Sherman and Howard Ellis Smith 


From the Story by Richard Sherman 
New house records 


loom as sensational © 
business threatens 
-- marks of biggest | hits 
ever played! — ee Darryl F. Zanuck in Charge of Production 
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‘AND THE RECORD - WRECKING RUNS HAVE JUST BEGUN! 
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By Epes W. Sargent 











Cracked His Plane 


St. Louis. 

Jean Harlow may never know how 
close Jimmy Harris, p.a. at Locw’s 
here, came to cashing in his chips, 
while exploiting MG's ‘Suzy,’ cur- 
rent ct Loew’s local cineina palace, 
but Jimmy will never forget his lat- 
est and most thrilling campaign. 
Being a licensed private airplane 
pilot, a recognition made by the gov- 
ernment only recently, Harris con- 
ceived the idea of distributing from 
the sky, small paper discs, bearing 
theatre copy, to the audience attend- 
ing the open-air performances of the 
Municipal Opera in Forest Park. 

While flying at a 5,000-foot alti- 
tude, tossing the discs over the side 
of the open ship with reckless aban- 
don, Harris was nearly blown out of 
the ship when one of the five cylin- 
ders of the motor cracked. The 
din and vibration was terrific and 
Harris had the choice of two things: 
Make an emergency landing in Forest 
Park or try to make the local air- 
port, about 15 miles distant. He 
chose the latter course and the al- 
titude at which he was flying when 
the accident occurred enabled him 
to make the port in safety. 

That incident was one.of the stunts 
in the ‘Suzy’ campaign. The Loew’s 
boys tied up with Walgreen's ex- 
tensive chain of drug stores for 
flashy counter and fountain displays 
that did much to plug the pic. Fifty 
thousand heralds were distributed 
through outgoing parcels from the 
Kroger Grocery. chain. Special 
transcriptions were aired over two 
local stations. The newspapers un- 
limbered and gave ‘Suzy’ some nice 
space. One hundred 24s, planted all 
over town for a month of feature’s 
opening also was a great help. Dis- 
tribution of 10,000 small colored star- 
shaped photos of Harlow in down- 
town office buildings was the finish- 
ing touch of a nifty campaign. 





Mystery Dancer 


One of the stunts about due for a 
revival and useful in the summer, 
when business needs a pulmotor, is 
the dancer in the window, preferably 
tied to a dancing title, but good for 
any picture. This can be worked on 
any big store window, and if the 
window is on the second floor, so 
much the better. If worked on the 
ground floor a protective rail should 
be built to save the glass from crowd 
pressure. 

The gag should be advertised for 
at least a week in advance of its use 
and should be used a week in ad- 
vance of the picture. The window is 
dressed as a stage, with plenty of 
advertising in large lettering, not 
forgetting the attraction current as 
well as the one being advertised. 

During the run of the gag a 
masked dancer should be used in the 
window for regular appearances, 
either every half or every quarter 
hour. The dances should be done 
promptly at the times advertised, 
and should last not more than three 
or four minutes. If the store window 
does not have a regular full shade, 
travelers should be provided. These, 
too, should be lettered. 

The shade or travelers should be 
drawn open five minutes before the 
dancer appears. She does her stuff 
to a phonograph disc, and at the 
finish the curtains are drawn to 
disperse the crowd and a ‘Next per- 
formance’ announcement should be 
.8iven the next time period.. 


It helps to offer a small prize for 
the identity of the dancer (who 
should be a resident if possible), and 
she should be spotted in the show 
when the feature comes in, one 
dance being done in the mask and a 
second without. Best for town under 
20,000 but has been put over even in 


the important spots. Always of 
interest, 





New Limerick 


Dick Wright, zone manager, re- 
ports a new idea in «the limerick 
contest as coming from Bill Dworski, 
in Mansfield, Ohio. Dworski_ re- 
booked five Popeye cartoons for a 
special kid show and then sold the 
newspaper a limerick idea. 

Usually the limerick objective is to 
fill out a last line, but Dworski 
Switches. The first, second and fifth 
lines are alike, as: ‘I’m Olive Oyl 
Popeye’s goil,’ but the third and 
fourth are to be filled in by the con- 
testant. Gives the kids more scope 
as they have to write a rhyming 
couplet which does not rhyme with 
the other three. Works where the 
last line idea is frayed on the edges. 


Follows Tradition 


Loew's Rochester used the peep- 
hole gag for ‘Susy’ and it words as 
usual, Store window was blocked 
out, apparently with whiting, with a 
round hole about average eye-height. 
Leitered ‘Private. Don’t look in this 
window?’ 

Lettering inside read ‘Suzy is com- 
ing to town.’ Gag never fails to work 
even in face of close repetition, 





Film Windows 


With the arrival of color in full 
length films there promises to be a 
revival of the old silent film idea of 
showing one frame of the picture 
being advertised in a display card, 
a window being cut out the exact 
size of the scene portion of the 
frame. 

This has been done 
degree by the producers but it is to 
be presumed that presently it will be 
possible to buy footage for adver- 
tising use. It is the most distinctive 
way to sell. 

The best card had the film window 
cut into the upper right hand cor- 
ner where it formed the screen of a 
sketched proscenium. A part of the 
auditorium was also drawn in and 
the title was lettered in what appear- 
ed to be the beam from the projec- 
tion room. Below and to the left was 
a text relating to the film sample 
shown, It proved far more effective 
than any other setting for the film 
clip, providing a frame for the scerie. 

About the simplest way is to get 
the printer to make up a punch from 
steel cutting rule. This is locked into 
a form for a small press and a 
square of sponge rubber is used to 
expel the cut portion and keep the 
punch from clogging. The cards are 
put through after the printing has 
been done, since to include the punch 
in the type form would be to cut 
the rollers up. It does not take much 
additional time. The clips are pasted 
down to the back of the card with 
film cement or small strips of passe- 
portout tape, generally to be had as 
lantern slide binder. It will not 
cost more than it is worth to obtain 
the film samples. 





Home-Made Anniversaries 


Texas is overrun with anniversa- 
ries right now and the idea is capable 
of expansion. Almost any town can 
be promoted for some sort of a cele- 
bration which can be made just as 
important as its promoter desires. 

Some years ago William Goldman, 
out in St. Louis, used the 17th anni- 
versary of the St. Louis exposition 
fcr an event that ran him $3,000 
over the previous house record. He 
made a camera recording of the 
breaking ground for the fair with 
the head of the exposition again 
driving the stake which marked the 
start of construction. This was made 
as accurately as possible and the film 
was shown for a week at the Mis- 
souri, with a change of speakers each 
evening. 

Local ‘events can similarly be re- 
enacted, with or without the camera 
record, though the film can be made 
important. Then the celebration is 
transferred to the theatre, with a 
semi-historical program changed 
me. 

t can be built up with old time 
costumes, loan exhibits and perhaps 
a series of articles in the newspapers, 
and any town can supply at least 
one event to be commemorated. 

The best handling is to enlist the 
services of a committee to handle 
the affair, with the exercises in the 
theatre merely the crux of the show. 
The theatre is merely supposed to be 
cooperating with the committee 
though in fact the committee is 
merely functioning for the theatre. 
All communities will fall for local 
pride angles with the Chamber of 
Commerce a powerful help. 





Trick Letters 


For a long time the We-dare-you- 
to - hand - this - unopened - to - 
your - wife - or - best - girl envelopes 
have been used off and on. Envel- 
opes are cheap stock and contain an 
enclosure reading ‘Dearest: Let’s go 
to ‘Troubled Waters’ at the Strand 
next week, It’s there Monday to 
Wednesday. Teli me the night you 
prefer.’ The stunt always works well, 
but cannot be used often. Another 
card can be alternated. fae 

This one is printed in imitation of 
handwriting with ‘Are you keeping 
a secret from your wife?’ with the 
question mark played up. They are 
put into mail boxes or slipped under 
doors. Inside is the greeting Dear 
Madam’ with the addition ‘We don’t 
think your husband is intentionally 
keeping anything from you but it is 
possible he has forgotten to tell you 
that ‘Suicide for Two’ is at attraction 
at the Grand the first half of next 
week.. It’s a smart little comedy, and 
we should hate to have you lose the 
chance for the best laugh in months. 
Tell him you have discovered his 
secret and make him tell you.’ Most 
women will get the idea of a letter 
taddressed to them though the envel- 
ope suggests it is directed to the 
nominal head of the house. | 

Another gag that can stir up a 
small town is to urge all wives to 
find out what was in that letter their 
husbands received from the Lyric 
theatre. Meantime several hundred 
husbands received letters telling 
them that they and their wives could 
come in for a single admission on a 
specified off day. Just a two for one 
gag, but it made talk all out of pro- 
portion to its importance. Wives 
whose husbands had not received let- 
ters were told to call at the box of- 
fice for a copy. And plenty of them 





idid. 





to a limited | 








A ‘Liar’s’ B.O, 





Galion, O., Aug. 4. 
Henry Fickensher, manager 
of the State, says he had been 
called a ‘damned liar’ by many 
patrons who read his advertise- 
ments that neither half of a 
double feature was any good. 
The doubting patrons, he 
said, came from near and far 
to see if he was right and added 
$20 to his average receipts for 

a dual feature film program. 











Dittoed 


Probably noticing a recent story 
of a blue grounded cool ad from 
Milwaukee, -Frank Savage, of the 
Warner, Youngstown, got him a blue 
page in the Vindicator. He used 
fewer and better ad selections and 


|apparently did not bear down with 


the mallet. 

Hailed around Dick Wright’s zone 
as the first theatre ad in color, but 
away back in the good old days S. 
Barrett McCormick, now with RKO 
used regularly to produce a half 
page ad in three colors in the Sun- 
day papers, either in Cleveland or 
Cincinnati, but probably the latter. 

Still it’s a darned good stunt and 
new now in the Ohio territory. 





Safeguard 


Envelope enclosures always get 
attention whether it is sand or life- 
savers. Now comes the Vernon, 
Mt. Vernon, Ind., where Louis 
Davis handed out small envelopes 
printed up ‘This may save your 
life’. 

Inside was a sprig of something 
that according to the outside print 
was wolfbane, the small print on 
the face of the envelope explaining 
‘This envelope contains wolfbane, 
the herb that Vampires fear. If | 
you meet Dracula’s Daughter, if she | 
seeks to give you the kiss of death, 
only this wolfbane can save your 
life. Bring it with you to the New 
Vernon when you see her story un- 
fold.’ According to the Bram Stoker 
book garlic was the most effectual 
safeguard, but that would look 
rather foolish, so Davis picked a 
second bet. 

Newspaper ads were headed: ‘Are 
you a sissy? Can you take it? If 
you are a coward at heart, if you 
fear, don’t dare see Dracula’s Daugh- 
ter. That seemed to steam up the 
younger element. 


Free Music 


Lester Pollock, of Lowe’s Roches- 
ter, got the services of a 75-piece 
amateur band to play in front of the 
house before going in to see the 
show. Pollock had a couple of re- 
issues, which probably gave him the 
idea he needed something. 





BEHIND 


the KEYS 





Denver. 
Following the resignation of John 
Lindhart and Warwick King from 
the Harry Huffman theatre group to 


start a portable circuit, Huffman has 
announced the following changes: 
Jack Copeland, former assistant man- 
ager at the Tabor, is now manager 
of the Rialto, replacing John Den- 
man who goes to the Broadway as 
manager; Ralph Bachalet has been 
made the Bluebird manager. 

Managerial changes in the Civic 
Theatre group have been announced 
by A. P. Archer and Joe Dekker. 
Following the resignation of C. G. 
Doty as publicity manager and man- 
ager of the Granada, Clyde Ander- 
son was appointed to take his place. 

Jack Davis goes from the Oriental 
to the Granada. Managers of the 
Jewel and Santa Fe, Dick Dekker 
and E. J. Ward, have traded jobs. 
Jack Kramer has been named to fill 
the position at the Egyptian left va- 
cant by the moving of Harold Shalla 
to Fort Collins. 

Tony Archer and Joe Dekker have 
reopened one of their Civic Theatres. 
House, the Pioneers, formerly the 
Englewood, has been newly recon- 
ditioned and remoceled following 
damage from fire. 





San Francisco. 


Police are still searching for an 
armed bandit who held up Louis 
Metz, manager of the Irving, July 27, 
and escaped. with $140. 

Metz was leaving the theatre 
through the lobby following a mat- 
inee performance when he was or- 
dered to ‘stick ’em up:’ The bandit 
tied him with a window cord, took 
the money and fled. 

Fortunately Metz broke the regu- 
lar procedure by banking the week- 
end receipts that morning, otherwise 
the loss would have been consider- 
ably greater, 





Louisville. 


Big Feature Rights Corp., inde- 
pendent distributor for Kentucky 
and Tennessee the several 
years, has filed notice cf dissolution 
of the company, following a meet- 
ing of stockholders. Notice was 
signed by Lee Goldberg of Cincin- 
nati, president, and Joseph Gold- 
bery, Louisville, secretary. 

Tom Muchmore, new manager of 
the Alamo, announces that extensive 
improvements will be made to house 
immediately. House has recently 
been taken over by George Settos. 
Indianapolis operator, from Richard 
Piersor. and Jack Schwartz. 





Los Angeles. 


David Kurland has disposed of his 
Rampart (nabe) theatre here to 
Schulkin and Olander. Three and 
one half years’ operation netted Kur- 
land close to $55,000. 

Fox West Coast now operating the 
Van Nuys and Rivoli theatres in Van 
Nuys, suburb, taken over on one year 
deal from Nate Scheinberg and 
Harry Horwitz. Houses are in B. V. 
Sturdivant’s district, with L. F. Im- 
merman spotted as manager at the 
Van Nuys, and Ray Deane pilot at 
the Rivoli, 


St. Louis. 
Brookside Theatre Corp. of Kansas 
City has’ been granted Missouri 
charter to engage in general theatre 
business, Three hundred shares of 


$100 par value stock have been 





issued. Incorporators are W. D. Ful- 
ton, Stanley H. Schwartz and T. D. 
Stiles, all of Kansas City. 

Princess theatre, Bunceton, Mo., 
has reopened. 

Yale theatre, St. Louis nabe, closed 
for summer. 


Missouri theatre, Columbia, Mo., 
dark. 
Community Hall, Chamois, Mo., 


operating again after being pad- 
locked for several months. 

Miss R. E. Addison has disposed of 
Lambert, Princeton, Mo., to F. A. 
Lambert. 

S. &. Wilhoit has taken over Gem, 
Richland, Mu., from R. Parsons, and 
the Strand, Mt. Vernon, Mo., from 
George Leathers. 


Royal theatre, Trenton, Mo., shut- 
tered. 

Gray & Contrakan took over 
Pantheon, Springfield, [ll, from 
Tony Serra and then leased house 
to Kerasotes Bros., who will enlarge 
seating capacity to 1,000. 

Belasco, Quincy, IIl., clused until 
fall. 

Following houses in southern 
Illinois have padlocked doors for 
summer: Artcraft, Ashland; Free- 
burg, Freeburg; Grand, Mascoutah; 
New Baden, New Baden, and Poca- 
hontas, Pocahontas. 

Charles Kuchan, owner of Capitol, 
Canton, IIL, has let contracts for 
repairs to house, damaged $20,000 by 
fire last week. 





Philadelphia. 


Film theatre and stores, to cost 
$250,000, will be built at Lancaster 
ave. and 62d st. for undisclosed in- 
terests. Tract of ground has been 
settled for Manor Real Estate & 
Trust Co., holding company for 
Pennsylvania Railroad, with Ger- 
trude McNulty. Theatre will seat 
1,000. Work begins at once. 

Brunswick, local nabe, reopens 
next month after four-month dark- 
ness. Now operated by Charles 
Stiefel, to be renamed the Rio. Seats 
600 and will be renovated. Stiefel 
also building 1,200-seater President 
in South Philly for September open- 
ing. 





/ Pittsburgh. 
John Goring, veteran film and Ie- 
it man, named manager of the 
hea-Hyde Fulton replacing Dan| 

Fenton, who has returned to New| 

York to await another assignment 

from Mort Shea. 

Bert Stearn, upped to district man- 
agership by UA at recent conven- 
tion in Hollywood, has been ordered 
by home office to transfer his head- 
= pata from Pittsburgh to Cleve- 
and, 





Canton, O. 





Frank King, manager of Colcnial, 
Akron, transferred to Newark, O., 
to supervise three Shea houses 
there. 

New cinema being constructed in 
Pomeroy, O., ready Labor Day. 

Columbia, Alliance, ace of Tri- 
Theatres, Inc., chain, shuttered to 
permit back stage alterations and in- 
Stallation of new equipment. Ke- 
opening Labor Day, Ray Wallace, 
managing director announced. 





Wew houses in the territory to 
(Continued on page 47) 


Auto Races 


With auto race stories cropping 
up every now and then, it pays to 
have handy some form of animated 
display. Always a good seller for the 


| lobby and almost as good for a win- 
dow though there the sale is 


not 
quite so close to the box office. 
Perhaps the simplest form was one 
rigged up with an electric phono- 
graph enclosed in a square pedestal 
and topped with an old automobile 
shoe, laid flat. On the upper surface 
of this two or more toy cars race 
around. The motive power is sup- 
plied by the phonograph with a 
brass tube, slotted, sitting over the 
pin of the turntable. This rises to 
the proper height with wire arms 
attached to each car. It supplies 
movement and space for lettering. 


More familiar is the endless belt 
with several cars attached. This gen- 
erally runs along the rear of the 
lobby, above the doorways. Cars cre 
fastened to the belt, which runs over 
pulleys, one of which is geared to an 
old tan or similar motor. I[t is im- 
portant to note that the car should 
be fastened to the belt at one point 
only, to permit the cars to pass over 
the pulleys. 

Improving on this is a series of 
several narrow belts, each carrying 
one car. Using a number of pulleys 
of different aiameters, all working 
on a single axle will give cars 
running at various speeds and pro- 
vide a better semblance of a race. 

Wings should-be provided at each 
end to hide the cars before they go 
over the pulley, and a little extra 
work will provide a grandstand or 
other suitable backing. This can be 
used every few months if the pic- 
tures come along that often. Sviore 
meanwhile. 





Another Anniversary 


It is interesting to recall that it 
is just about 15 years since Lem i. 
Stewart conceived the idea ol sup- 
plementing tne producers press boo«s 
with a special manual in wnicn tne 
material was planned for the houses 
comprising the Southern Enterprises. 
it was merely an extension of the 
booking letters earlier sent, but it 
markea the start of the circuit press 
books, which idea was later applied 
to all Paramount theatres and copied 
by other chains. Stewart was the 
daddy of a lot of ideas tor chain op- 
eration, but this was about his best 


Stewart was the first to do some- 
thing about the common kick that 
press books supplied by the produc- 
ers did not taxe into account other 
than the de luxe theatres. That cry 
still keeps up, though press books 
have been improved to include a 
more varied line of ideas. Provably 
the press book never will be prince 
ed that is applicable to every house. 
The best the most ambitious adver- 
tising departments can do is to offer 
suggestions which can, at least, be 
adapted. No press book can be mod- 
eled to fit with exactitude any par- 
ticular theatre. Only the division 
managers can plan exactly to fit 
their houses’ requirements. It can- 
not be done from the home office. 


More than once while with the 
Southern Enterprises, Stewart got 
into a jam with Paramount, the par- 
ent, over certain suggestions. On 
one occasion he suggested the ignor- 
ing of a certain three-sheet which he 
knew would offend his section. The 
Paramount accessories department 
raged against the loss of sales, but 
wherever a theatre disobeyed and 
used the sheet the show played at 
a loss. In other sections the same 
sheet drew. There never will be 
any such thing as a generally applic- 
able press book. 





Supervised Hunt 


Treasure hunts are good summer 
stuff but some forms of the hunt are 
framed to require too much exercise. 
Others are apt to result in property 
damage when the boys overrun lawns 
in their search for the treasure tok- 
ens. For a small town or nabe thea- 
tre the personally conducted hunt 
overcomes both of these objections. 


The original hunt was tied to a 
pirate title, but the idea can be 
adapted to almost any picture. All 
small boys are invited to join the 
pirate band of Captain Blackbeard or 
some similar character, who will be 
in the theatre lobby at an announced 
time. The Captain should be provided 
with pirate costume and it is help- 
ful to supply half a dozen of the 
older boys as his aides, also in cos- 
tumes, which can be home made. 


The Captain explains they are 
hunting for tokens which have been 
placed about town. He has a map 
from which he pretends to work and 
the boys are enjoined to follow him 
and not stray. All tokens discovered 
are to be called to the attention of 
one of the aides, who will check the 
discovery before the token can be 
lifted. No others count, since the 
discovered token must be excha 





(Continued on page 47) 
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‘THE KEYSTONE 
OF YOUR FUTURE 


RITZ BROTHERS 


Nit wits extraordinary. Three minds with- 
out a single thought! You'll wonder how. 
they keep out of the nut house. They, 
panicked the playboys (and girls) in the 
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‘CAMILLE’ (Garbo) and ‘A DAY AT THE RACES’ (Marx Bros.) on | Edward Cassidy, Margaret Mann, Frank Pall | ae ee eS 
» ti - oe ? : . rit » city authoriti rying t 
i the tapis. Story is built around western secret service agent investigating train — — . . € { h ‘ — = 5 
express robberies. He lives with the outlaws and is about to be con- | CoMvince the towns fathers to oxay 
. f | ¢ > « ‘ rpe ori < ory< 
victed along with them when he turns up his trumps and convicts the’ gang. | the national reel dimensions i 











Advance Production Chart 
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a 2 : Hollywood, Aug. 4. 
Production activity on the Coast continues at a prosperous pace, with <7 


features before the cameras, as compared toe 51 for the previous week. 
High level of activity is maintained despite fact that only five new features 
started last week, 


Only eight features were previewed, leaving a new high total of 69 in 
the cutting rooms. This reduces number of features yet to go to com- 
plete both old and new programs to 424 against a total of 564. 

More than 12 new features are slated to start this week, with a tetal of 
58 more in various stages of preparation. 





Columbia 





Three in work, nine editing, 12 preparing. In work: 

‘CRAIG’S WIFE,’ reported Vartery, July 8; ‘PENNIES FROM HEAVEN. 
reported July 15; ‘TWO MINUTE ALIBI,’ reported July 29. No pictures 
started last week. 

Readied for production this week are ‘POKER FACE,’ produced by Harry 
Decker, David Selman directing, and ‘CROSS FIRE,’ Decker also producing 
and C. C. Coleman directing. Pictures to follow are ‘FIND A WITNESS,’ 
Ben Pivar producing. Gordon Wiles directing, starting Aug. 6 and 





‘THECDORA GOES WILD,’ with Everett Riskin producing, Richard Boles- | 


lawski directing. 


duction are ‘COAST GUARD,’ an original by Lt. Com. Frank Wead; 
‘BEAUTY, INCORPORATED,’ criginal by Coates Webster and Clarence 
Young, William Sistrom to produce, and “TUINETTE’S PHILIP,’ first of 
the three Bobby Breen pictures to be produced by Sol Lesser. 


Republic 


Four in work, nine editing, six preparing. 

‘BULLDOG EDITION’ and “IHE THREE 
Variety, July 29. Started last week: 

‘SITTING ON THE MOON,’ being produced by Albert E. Levoy, directed 
by Ralph Staub, no writing credits. Cast: Roger Pryor, Grace Bradley. 





In work: 


MESQUITEERS,’ reported 


PLENTY ADO 
ABOUT 14 INCH 


Chicago, Aug. 4. 
Some difficulty is arising locally 
over adoption of the 2,000-foot reel 
, by exchanges and exhibitors, and all 
| the trouble is over a one-half inch 
difference in the diameter of the reel, 
Exchanges are all set for a 1412-inch 








|reel which has been agreed upon 
| nationally as the proper dimension 
| for the 2,000-footer, but ti.- city has 
| held up its approval and has taken 
| the stand that the reels should be 


| 14 inches across. 


| Pert Kelton, William Newell, Henry Wadsworth, Henry Kolker, Lee | i : oe Seer 
Forbes, dance team of Theodores, William Janney. fe tne clair. “lage w= 
Metro Story is a musical centered around a romance between songwriter anc Ct) ee Tae am See 
radio star. The girl is up and the boy is down. He lands in New Zoi | 2,000 feet of film, while the city 





Seven in work, five editing, 10 preparing. In work: 

‘THE GOOD EARTH,’ reported March 4; ‘PICCADILLY JIM’ and ‘OLD 
HUTCH,’ reported June 17; ‘THE DEVIL IS A SISSY,’ reported June 30: 
‘BORN TO DANCE’ and ‘THE LONGEST NIGHT,’ reported July 22, and 
‘LIBELED LADY,’ reported July 29 











No new pictures started last week. | 








and without funds is ashamed to call on the big radio star. 
of his plight and gets hold of one of his new songs, thus bringing writer 
back into the money. 

‘DANGEROUS TRAILS,’ produced independently by A. W. Hackel for 
Republic release, directed by Albert Ray from original and screen play 
by Andrew Bennison. Cast: Johnny Mack Brown, Ted Adams, Suzanne 


| Kaaren, Frank Darien, Lloyd Ingraham, Horace Murphy, Dick Moorehead, | 


Readied to start within month: ‘ROBINSON CRUSOE,’ Larry Wickland | 

















She learns 


claims the 14%-inch reel crowds the 
; Magazine too much and is likely to 
—— the operators’ fingers. 
| Exchange committee headed by 
| Henry Herbel, Universal exchange 
| manager and president of the Film 
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Paramount producing, no director assigned yet; ‘MICHAEL O’HALLERON,’ Gene | 4 
Stratton-Porter novel; ‘COUNTRY GENTLEMAN,’ with Olsen and John- | VOIGHT DROPS FIVE 4 
ro =—. SANGER. ond to star Gene Auey, Armond Senet “Wee 4 le 4 
Eight in work, nine editing, 10 preparing. In work: | ducing, and first of series of John Steele westerns produce 7. fe W. TID er if 
‘VALIANT IS THE WORD FOR CARRIE,’ reported Vaninry, June 24; | #ackel. FROM U PUBLICITY F 
‘BIG BROADCAST,’ ‘WIVES NEVER KNOW,’ and ‘THREE MARRIED ra. nininiaigaiin 4 
MEN,’ reported June 30; ‘MURDER WITH PICTURES,’ reported July 7: - jn id 
‘CHAMPAGNE WALTZ,’ reported July 22; ‘THE PLAINSMAN’ and ‘THE United Artists Hollywood, Aug. 4. ig 
WEEGENG PESENT, reported July 29. No new pictures started last Rin: Sopa mgd tea. vag ‘hate wei 
week, of publicity director at niversa 
Readied for early production are ‘HOPALONG CASSIDY RETURNS,’ Three in work, two editing, three preparing. In work: studios two weeks before the official 
first of the new Hopalong series to be produced by Harry Sherman for ‘THE WORLD IS MINE.’ “te. TY 10: ‘DOD TH . | Starting date, he discharged number 
the 1936-37 season, and ‘SANTA ANITA,’ to be produced by Benjami ene OS Sere Ca ee ee ae 
‘ son, NITA,’ to be produced by njamin | ported June 17, and ‘COME AND GET IT,’ reported June 30, No new ;°f employees who have been with 
Glazer. pictures sinrted last week. studio for many years, 
No new pictures being readied for immediate production by the con- Those to go are Jack Freulich, 
- tributory pveducers in this group except Walter Wanger. Latter plans t» | portrait photographer, with company 
RKO-Radio put in work two between now and Sept. 1. ‘THREE TIME LOSER’ will | for 20 years; Ed Thomas and Arthur 
go into work Sept. 1 and will be followed by ‘HISTORY IS MADE AT | Janisch, with service of six years 
NIGHT’ around Oct. 1, each: Caroline Wagner, two years, 
Six in work, six editing, nine preparing. In work: and Barney Hutchinson, seven 
‘SWING TIME,’ reported as ‘NEVER GONNA DANCE?’ in Varierr, May J . sal months, — 
20; ‘PLOUGH AND THE STARS’ and ‘PORTRAIT OF A REBEL,’ reported niver Vacancies were filled by Norman 
July 15; ‘WINTERSET,’ reported July 29. Started last week: sms ae —— Bob Speer and 
‘THE BIG GAME,’ being produced by Pandro Berman, directed by sas : : : ermoine Sierks. 
ee tow a Jr., adapted en els Wallace novel by Irwin Shaw pad Rae A soeed ak ae nee BLONDES.’ 
4 ast: Bruce Cabot, Phil Huston, James Gleason, Barbara Pepper, Frank M. yt fe PA ’ ‘ , 
Thomas, John Arlidge, Guinn Williams, Andy Devine and the All-Anieri- pL mn Fa phage apc —— pe ox Ae Pore giao — S-l Ni ? 000 Kids 
can football players from last year’s crop, which includes Monk Muoscrip. Re died to = t this week are: sOUR DAY WONDER.’ produced by IXeS ’ 
Bones Hamilton, Frank Alustiza, Bobby Berwanger, Gomer Jones, Irwin R bert P ; Hl “ai ra Sidn » Salkow, and LUCKIEST GIRL IN 
Klein, Chuck Bennett and Chris (Red) Cagle, former Army player. aE WORLD, to wy vm MS agg, oe Ryskind. no director ontunad In Tom Sawyer Guest 
Story centers around couple of topnotch gridders from opposite stations To follow ne ‘THE FLYING HOSTESS.’ with Edmund Grainger produc- 
in life, one the son of a steel worker, the other pushed into college to keep | . _ Mur 4 Roth directin Ba 
from embarrassing his family. They pal up and in their selection of oe a é Hollywood, Aug. 4. 
friends meet up with a couple of tipsters from a gambling ring. Latter as Selznick-International will finally 
confidantes learn secrets of forthcoming games and in turn pass it along to resort to the ether waves to find 
headquarters. This brings about an investigation which involves the pals. 20th-Fox moppets to fill top spots in ‘The Ad- 
roe — As. ABOUT TO nom, ueias ceoceee by Rdwareé Or ventures of Tom Sawyer.’ 
risty Cabanne directing, story b vi mson, screen play oy John ; eos wins Btrticn ie lint 
Twist. Cast: Ann Dvorak. Preston Foster, Jonn Beal, Gordon Jones, Ray| Three in work, six editing, 10 preparing. In work: mi Pos: ene Bradlee Pri Sgr woven: 
Mayer, Landers Stevens, DeWitt Jennings, Bryant Washburn, Russe!l Iticks, | “LADIES IN LOVE,’ reported in Vantery July 22; ‘CAN THIS BE DIXIE? |S’ J 
Ecward LaSaint, Oscar Apfel, Barnett Parker, John Carroll, Paul Hurst. reported July 29. Started last week: of schools, beaches and playgrounds 
Stery concerns airplane inventor who loses his job and is told by the| , ‘15 MAIDEN LANE,’ being produced by Sol M. Wurtzel, directed by | fail to uncover the Mark Twain char- 
company to pick up his check. On his way to do this he runs into a gang | Alan_Dwan, based on original by Paul Berger, screen play by Berger, | acters. Studio has currently checked 
which is about to steal the payroll. Gangsters slug him, take his clothes David Silverstein, Lou Breslow and John Patrick. Cast: Claire Trevor, | 2,006 kids in search. 
and kill the cashier. Evidence points to the inventor, who describes Lis | Cesar Romero, Douglas Fowley, Lloyd Nolan. Lester Mathews. Robert 
experiences in the death row. McWade, Richard Tucker, Russel! Hicks, Howard Hickman, Chick Chandler. St. Louis, Aug. 4. 
To start this week are ‘WITHOUT ORDERS,’ to be produced by Cliff} Stery concerns a robbery in New York’s jewel center where one cannot| fic Stacey, assistant director for 
Reid, directed by Louis Friedlander: ‘MILLION DOLLAR PROFILE, pro- get in or out ofa certain store without a pass. Valuable jewel is lost while Selznick, Virgil Miller, and Ellis 
duced by Edwa te - ‘DpANreEt | Claire Trevor, prospective buyer. is examining stones. Romero is accom- ‘ . “ a 
fd ward Kaufman, directed by Joseph Santley; “D an. her, Alarm goes out and nobody is permitted to leave the build- | Carter. cameramen, made visit to 
age on of the new series of George O’Brien pictures to be’ pre. panying her, rentrenabjecsn sg oe teas ant Cickaiie alae ae 
y Georse Hirliman. Other pictures being readied for early pro- determining whether Missouri 1 zale 
>. shall be used in forthcoming produc- 
PRODUCTION TABLE ies 
20th Denies Long-Smith 
(Shows number of pictures promised by the various major producing companies for the 1936-37 program and number of pic- | Has Stories’ Copyrights 
fnres yet to be produced for the 1935-36 program.) | 20th Century-Fox has filed answer 
Balance Number - eee disitis tee te — ke Pawo 
No. of pix to be Total completed S20, “ey 
aressieel delivered te be and Number No. of Balance of No. of Long and the R. R. Smith Corp., 
Producers and for on the delivered delivered of pix pix in pix yet stories |publishers, for infringement. The 
contributing 1936-37 1935-36 by Aug. for next now in cutting to go before in prep- | plaintiffs claimed exclusive rights to 
companies. program. program. 1, 1937. year. work. rooms. cameras. aration. [| short stories of Irvin S. Cobb, it is 
COLUMBIA ........ enesvecdeorsasecse, OO 5 55 oe 3 9 43 i2 |alleged, 20th-Fox put into the pic- 
Larry Darmour............... “et os 8 ee - aca 8 os 'ture ‘Judge Priest.’ 
vance . 2 RS Wa svdapocoscocecs - 48 7 55 oe 7 5 43 19 _ Film company admits using the 
Hal Roach..... SITTTTTiT Titi ee 4 e. 4 ee es ; 4 vs , material of Cobb’s shorts, ‘A Tree 
PARAMOUNT ........... 7545 -. 48 2 50 * 7 9 34 5 |Full of Hoot Owls’ and ‘Br’er Fox 
B. P. Schulberg..... ae, See ee 8 - 8 oe 1 os 7 ; and the Briar Bush,’ but asserts that 
a Cohen pee ee eases erry ee : +e ee i 7 i neither of the plaintiffs had filed 
mrad + nn ca seeeeeee tees ; - 6 fe pa Bp 6 i copyrights to the material in Wash- 
oth d Lieva Brey setesceesess oes : * i a tp : 1 1 ington; also aver both claimants 
RKO-RADIO Ce ne. | ae 13 52 aa 6 ” 40 6 | 0.k.’d the use of the material without 
» EMIS io scp ccsscccas. e 2 - . . 2 1 || demanding compensation. 
Gee. Misliman.............. Soccee 6 es 6 ee o ti 6 A ea 
OO ERT ae, . + 3 ee *s - 4 a 
REPUBLIC ME noo os sacs ve 56 12 ~ - . 9 » : ‘Mr. Melody’ for Melton 
20TH-F . Hackel eee essere eeeeeeeee eee 3 re 63 ll 3 5 44 9 Hollywood, Aug. 4. 
Sol Se Oa ae ete Ss 6 “ 6 na ae 1 5 1 Musica! yarn around the title, ‘Mr. 
UNITED ARTISTS Melody,’ to be written by Jerry Wald 
Sam Goldwyn.............. ee ES ee : ee 2 a : s and Sig Herzig, will be James Mel- 
EE x. uk deh bees bud 7 ‘e 4 e ee es a ton’s second picture for Warners. 
Selznick International........... é 5 ‘* 7 me 1 . ‘ wis No assignments so far made for 
Pickford-Lasky ..............-+- e 1 ** A “s ‘ 4 i | the tunes. 
Reliance ....... Ney PR ee, ‘ i ‘e A — “ : “ S 
—— DUMNMEE dees scscsece ee : ee = : fig 
CE I | Ns vow bse nboee 2 ‘* e me ty Se a othe ’ 
i eS ec secctccces. © 6 oe ’ 6 ‘s | BING’S HULA IN COLOR 
«= ES Nate: 44 9 . 3 12 . ; Hollywood, Aug. 4. 
NS os ii sk . 0K ces eed' 8 : | Bing Crosby's next for Paramount, 
NE eek ii bcina wed’ ac 69 60 12 ad at 27 8 |‘Waikiki Wedding,’ will be in tech 
pate inotgii — ‘ = —— <a | nicolor. 
__ EE Re eae 516 ax 564 23 " 78 424 16 Edward Sutherland directors, wits 
, Start set for early October. 
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up in volume, total sales for the 12 
issues reaching 232,900 shares, This 
is about 100,000 greater than it has 
been in recent weeks and the largest 
volume for the group since late in 
March. 

This interest in amusement stocks, 
particularly film company issues, 
was engendered by the unusually 
favorable 20th Century-Fox quar- 
terly report and belief in the street 
that Warner Bros. was nearing com- 
pletion on its plan to retire its 
present bonds for an issue drawing 
a smaller rate of interest. Rallying 
under the leadership of 20th-Fox 
common and preferred and Warner 


common, the enthusiasm spread to 
numerous other picture and radio | 
stocks. 


20th and WB Rise 


Both 20th-Fox issues forged ahead 
about two points each in Thursday’s 
while Warner common, 
which generally is confined to nom- 
inally small swings, climbed more 
than a point above the low of the 
preceding day as trading in this 
stock exceeded 37,000 shares. 

General Theatre Equipment capital 
stock shot up to a new top at 22% the 
same day or more than 2 points 
above the week's low. Radio com- 
mon hit 1254, up about a point over 
the previous day’s low level while 
RKO manaved to reach 7%, a high 
mark for the current move. Up- 
surge in this latter stock started 
after publication of the remarkably 
fine earnings report earlier. Strength 
also aided Columbia Picture certifi- 
cates and others, though the former 
hit its highest mark in Monday’s 
market. si 

While many amusements were 
active Thursday, it remained for 
Warner Bros, and Radio common to 
get into the 12 most active stock 
listings, latter soaring into this 
classification on. several days and 
Warner’s on Thursday. 

Best 1936 prices were hung up by 
American Seating, at 27%; Eastman 
Kodak common, at 180; General 
Electric, at 445:; General Theatre 
Equipment, at 25%, and Westing- 
house, at 143%, during the week. 
General Theatre Equipment bonds 
soared to 324%, a new peak for the 
year. 

The miniature bull move gave a 
batch of stocks some _ sensational 
gains. Greatest advance was made 
by Universal pfd., which was up 8 
points to 107. This issue went to 
107% on Friday (31) the day it 
staged its remarkable spurt. East- 
man Kodak advanced 5% points net 
during the week to close at its new 
peak price of 180. The preferred 
gained 4% to 160. General Theatre 


Equipment was up nearly 4 points 
at 24%, after establishing a new high 
at 25%. Columbia Pictures ctfs. rose 
2% points to 38%. Loew's common 
advanced 2% points to 54%, after 
establishing a new high for the 
present move at 54% in Monday’s 
trading. 

Twentieth Century-Fox pfd. 
climbed more than 2 points to 37%, 
but was up nearly a point higher be- 
fore Monday’s reaction set in. The 
common showed a gain of nearly a 
point at 28, but earlier had been 
to 29. This upswing swept Warner 
Bros. common to 12% for a net gain 
of 1 point. RKO advanced the same 
amount at 6% after having reached 
7% earlier. 

Grand National equalled its pre- 
vious top of 4 and sported an ad- 
vance of nearly a point at 35%, the 
finishing quotation. Technicolor 
climbed to 27%, but was up less than 
a point at the blow-off, 26%. 
Strength in Grand National was 
based largely on news that the re- 
cent extra stock distribution to old 
holders had been practically ab- 
sorbed and the remainder withdrawn 
from public participation, 


$139,000 For a Seat 


A stock exchange seat sold at 
$139,000 last week, which is $9,000 
higher than the last previous trans- 
|action and highest since April 1. 


Columbia Broadcasting ‘A’ and ‘B’ 
stocks climbed, advancing within 
range of year’s best prices. Best bid 
price was near 55 with the top ask- 
ing price around 564. 

Most spectacular performance 
among amusement bonds was con- 
tributed by General Theatre Equip- 
ment liens which soared nearly 6 
points to a new peak at 32%. An- 
other strong feature was Warner 
Bros. 6s, which climbed 2% points 
to 96, little more than 2 points from 
the year’s best price. Here, too, this 
was taken as reflecting expected 
early redemption of these obliga- 
tions. 

Keith 6s were up 1% at 95. Par- 
amount 6s showed a fractional gain 
at 88%, although these liens, earlier 
had sold at 89. Loew 3%s were un- 
changed at 97%, just an eighth from 
the 1936 top. RKO bonds also were 
up fractionally at 75. 

Paramount-Broadway 3s developed 
marked weakness, dipping to 55%, 
only 25c. from the year’s low, be- 
fore finding support. These bonds 
were down 1% at the blow-off. 

Many traders look for a fairly 
good market from now until election 
with customary sell-offs and irregu- 
larity. Considerable selectivity de- 
veloped in final trading days in last 
week’s market and some believe this 
will continue to dominate the trad- 
ing in immediate future. 





Summary for week ending Monday, Aug. 3: 
STOCK EXCHANGE 


1936 —_— Net 

flign. Low, Sales. Issue and rate. High. Low. Last. che 
27% 8,000 American Seat....cccceecesceees*20% 23% 25% v0 
45% 31 1,900 Col. Pict, vtc. (L)t....seseeseee 38% 35% 38% = +2M% 
51% 48 200 Col. Pict. pfd. (2%).....+++- ose 45% 45% 5% — % 
TH 4% 1,700 Consol. Film..... ...-sececesse 4% 4% 4% . 
20% 15% 3,000 Consol. Flm pfd. (%)t..... sea; a 16% 7 —% 
180 156 3,000 Eastman Kodak (5)§........++- *180 173% 180 +5% 
166 152 Te Bee OR MOD hia che vies Gas 160 154 160 +4% 
44% 34% 7B,Q00 Gen.- Bec: (1).... ces cceccccnces * 43% 44% + bs) 
25% 17 23,500. Gen. Thea. BG@........200esceess *25% 20% 24% +3% 
54% 43 27,600 Loew (2)§.....-..ceeeeerercece « 54% 51% 14% +2% 
14% 8% 1,400 Madison Sq. Garden (60c.)t.... 12% 12% 12% =+% 
12 ™ 19,600 Paramount .......-55-+-eceoee « &&% 8 8 — % 
87 59 5900 Sa ER RBs ck ctctecns sonal | 67 69 +% 
12 8% 6,400. « Do. 28 pbG..cevercascccccere . % 8% 8% —% 
11% 6% C400 Pethe  .<. 54s cketeseasesaeen soe 8% ™ 7 —-—% 
14% o% 159,000 Radio Corp.........sssessssesee” Lem 11% 12 +% 
80 68% 5,200 Radio, 1st pfd. (3%)........066 . 80 78 78% —% 
108% §21 Sn, ment, BOE, TBs oxas bones dameveea 108 108 108 —% 
9% 5 DU RE ooo e vectaascesscasaveseg 7 6 6% +1 
32 22% 12,000 20th Cent.-FOx.....ccccccccccee 29 261% 28 + % 
41 31% 12,100 Do. pid. (114)... ccccccsvccves 37% 34% 37% +2% 
115 50 Re RIMAPUAT BON. «i dcnoencuves seve 107% o 107 48 
14% 9% 90,100 Warner Bros.........seseesseee 123% 10% 12% +41 
57% 44 100 D0. pid... .....eseerseeeeeeees 52! 52 a. 
143% 4% 16,100 Westinghouse (2%)t.........+65 *143% . 187% 129% —2% 
150 123% Se ME, “QD iden dah s0 dds scce 150 150 150 

* New 1936 high. 

t Plus stock dividends, 

t Paid this year. 

§ Plus cash extras, 

CURB 

4 2 94.100 Grand National...+...ccesseeee ss 2% 8% +% 
S244 17% 6,400 Technicolor .......cseee-seeeee 27% 25% 26% + % 
OMe 3% 5,100 Translux (20c.)®.....ceseeeees 5 ae 3% 4 

12% 4% 400 Universal ........+..+-seeseee oo 1% 8% % +% 

BONDS 
32 19 $143,000 Gen, Thea. Eq. '40........00005 ¢22" 2% 82% 45% 
WO% G2% 13,000 Keith 68, °46..........ceseseece 9 4% % 41% 
96 96 65,000 Loew Sie, °46...6 oc cciccseccs 97% 97% 97% 
61% 5S 17,000 Par-Broadway 3s, '55........... 55% mol 56% 3=—1% 
97% 83 97,000 Paramount 65, "55......+..+0008 89 R814 88% + % 
82% 63 #000 RKO debs 6s............s.0.0 75 Th 73 + 
98% 86 109,000 Warner Bros. 6s, °39 96 93% B +2% 
OVER THE COUNTER, NEW YORK 

Rid. Asked, 
54% 56% er+e. Col, Broadenst: A (2)......000 06 o we 
103 , EO Pathe F. p04. (T)....-..-sseccce - a ~n 


——_.. 


* Paid this year. 
7 New 1936 hieh. 








N. S.’s 50% Tax Slice 


St. John, N. B., Aug. 4. 

The Nova Scotia government has 
made a cut of about 50% in provin- 
cial _ amusement taxes for that 
Province, following conferences with 
a committee representing the film 
exhibitors of the province, held at 
Halifax, 

The exhibitors had been urging 
the provincial government to reduce 
the taxes for several years, on the 
éround that the high taxation was 
Prejudicial to them, and unjustly so. 


ROCHESTER’S BANK APPFAL 
Rochester, N. Y., Aug. 4. 


‘Bank night’ test case in Rochester 
will go to the Court of Appeals, ac- 
cording to District Attorney Daniel 
J. O'Mara. Nabe houses are run- 
ning money giveaways on County 
Judge William C. Kohlmetz’s re- 
versal of City Court Judge Jacob 
Gitelman’s conviction of Samuel L. 
Shafer, manager of the Dixie theatre, 
on charge of violatin, the lottery law. 
Police are keeping “ands off pending 
final disposition of the case. 








PATENTS POOL SET UP BY STUDIOS 
FOR 15 PROCESSES OF TRICK PHOTOG 





Miles Detroit’s Issue 


Washington, Aug. 4, 

Permission to market 35,000 shares 
of no-par common was asked of Se- 
curities & Exchange Commission last 
week by Miles Detroit Theatre Co. 

Paper will be offered to stock- 
holders at $4 a copy for 30-day 
period starting Aug. 15 on basis of 
one share for each share now held. 
All ducats which present investors 
do not snatch on those terms will be 
offered generally to the insiders for 
another period of 15 days. No public 
offering is anticipated. 

Proceeds will be used to pay back 
taxes on real estate, according to 
statement submitted by Stanley G. 
Miner, president. 


GD. NAT'L UNLOADS 967, 
AND WITHDRAWS REST 


Grand National Films has disposed 
of more than 96% of the 400,000 
shares of capital stock offered at 
$2.75 per share. This amounted to 
384,296 shares that have been sub- 
scribed for. 

Remaining 15,704 shares will be 
withdrawn for private investment. 
Plan was announced by Robinson, 
Miller & Co., in behalf of the under- 
writing group. None will be offered 
to the public. 

With this alignment, Grand Na- 
tional now has 9,000 stockholders. 
Approximately 584,000 shares have 
been issued by the company. Stock 
is listed on the N. Y. Curb exchange. 


WB Retires Murphy 


Burbank, Aug. 4. 

Warners is retiring on full pay 
Frank Murphy, its studio electrical 
head the past 18 years, Jack Coombs 
takes over the post. 

Murphy is credited by Warners 
with being the genius behind KFWB, 
the WB radio station here, 

















Incorporations 


NEW YORK 





Albany. 

Grand Central Newsreel Theatre, Ine., 
Manhattan; theatrical business; capital 
stock, 1,800 shares, no par value. In- 
corporators: Jane F. Keenan, Irene N. 
Schirmer, Lillian Vignand, all of 42 
Broadway, New York City. 

Samaitch Theatres Corp., Manhattan; 
theatrical business; capital stock, 200 
shares, $100 par value. Incorporators: 
Norman M. Markwell, Michael Goidreyer, 
Samuel Spachner, all of 1501 Broadway, 
New York City. 

Iron Men Corp. New York; theatrical 
business; capital stock, 60 shares pre- 
ferred, $500 par value; 120 shares .com- 
mon, no par value. Incorporators: Nor- 
man Bel Geddes, 128 East 37th street, 
New York City; Saul J. Lance, 1192 Park 
avenue, New York City; Nicholas Holde, 
4224 Amboy road, Staten Island, N. Y. 
Subscribers: George H. Schwartz, 4013 
Manhattan avenue, Seagate, N. Y.: Irving 
B. Schindel, 375 Pulaski street, Brooklyn, 
N. Y.; Dorothy M. Maccabe, 45 Prospect 
place, Tudor City, New York. 

Lenarch, Inc., New York; motion pic- 
ture business; capital stock, 159 shares, 
no par value. Incorporators: Archibald 
EK. Lewine, 35 East 34th street, New 
York City; Jean Lenauer, 38 Grove street, 
New York City; Vora Hays, 38 Grove 
street. New York City. 

Distributors’ Purchasing Service, Inc., 
New York; admission tickets for the- 
atres, etc.; capital stock, 50 shares, $100 
preferred: 50 shares common. no par 
value. Incorporators: Sephie Leibowitz. 
1022 Sutter avenue, Brooklyn: Samuel 
Ellis, 40 West 45th street. New York 
City; Henry J. Herzog. 883 Boulevard 
Fast. Weehawken, N. Y. Subscribers: 
Sophie Leibowitz and Samuel Rasch and 
Louis Blau, all of 39 Broadway, New 
York City. 

Jay-Bach Affiliates, Ine... New York: 
fames and promotional ideas to adver- 
tise theatres; capital stock, 200 shares. 
no par value. Incorporators: Julie E. 
Nardi, Harry Nardi, Sol PD. Levv. all of 
570 Seventh avenue. New York City. 

Beaux Arts Theatres Corp. Manhattan. 
theatrical business: capital stock, 150 
shares, no par value. Incorporators: 
Joseph Friedman, David 4£bramowitz, 
Fiva Perlstein, all of 11 East 45th street, 
New York Citv. 

Dimensional Color Pictures Corn., Man- 
hattan; genera! photographic business: 
capital steek, 209 shares. no per vatue. 
Tneorporators: Lou Marks, 617 West 
168th street. New York City: Michael 
Martino, 2365 148th street. Brooklyn: 
Shirley Davis. 1862 East Ninth street, 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 





CALIFORNIA 
Sacramento. 

Walter Waneer Productions, Inc.: can- 
ital stock, 17.400 shares. nore subscribed 
Directors: Charles BE, Milliken. Richard 
M. Goldwater, Herschel N. Green, Earl 
Wrieht. 

Mills Theatre Cornp.: capital stock, 199 
shares. no par. Directors: L. Ryan, Irv- 
ine Cohen, Lucy Kingston. 

Metronoliten Theatres Corn.: capite! 
stock, $15.000, none subscribed Ti- 
rectors: Charles P. Skouras, M. Rosen- 
berg. Charles A. fPuckley, Joseph H. 
Cohen. Harry M. Rosenbium. 

’ Pictures Corp.: capital stock, 
9 806 shares, none aubarcribed Directors: 
Maurice H. Cohn, Coy Poe, Naom! Conn, 








KA0’s $424573 First 
Half "36 Net 4 Times 
Better Than 35 Take 


Net profit of Keith-Albee-Orpheum 
Corp. and subsidiary companies in 
the 26 weeks ending June 27, last, 
was nearly four times as great as 
the net for the similar period in 1935. 
Company report placed net profit 


after all charges for the 26-week 
period this year at $424,573, as com- 








pared with $113,408 last year. This 
was estimated as being $6.60 per 7% | 
cumulative preferred share on the| 
64,304 shares outstanding, against 
$1.75 for the comparable 26 weeks in 
1935. 


Report revealed corporate net 
profit for the 52 weeks ending June 
27 to total $714,238, after all charges. 
This is equal to $11.10 per preferred 
share. K-A-O has paid $5.25 on this 
stock thus far this year, with arrears 
placed at about $28 per share. 


Profit before depreciation and in- 
come taxes amounted to $896,698, 
compared with $565,030 in 1935. Com- 
pany put aside $107,190 for income 
taxes, as against $33,625 last year. 


! 











No provision has been made in 
these figures for the surtax on un- 
distributed earnings, 


B. F. Keith Corp. and subsid com- 
panies reported net profit for the 
same period of nearly three times as 
great as the net for the similar period 
in 1935. Company reported net profit, 
after all charges, of $351,586, as com- 
pared with $132,797 last year. 


Company’s report also showed the 
net profit cf the corporation and sub- 
sidiary companies to be $683,433 for 
the 52 weeks ending June 27. This 
was after depreciation and provision 
for income taxes. No provision was 
made in these figures for surtax on 
undistributed profits, 


Profit for 26 weeks before provid- 
ing for depreciation and income 
taxes totalled $710,441, as against 
$493,303 in the same period, 1935, 


20TH'S $1,529,430 
"36 SECOND QUARTER 


Second quarter earnings this year, 
for 20th Century-Fox are $1,529,430, 
after all charges. This brings the com- 
pany’s 26 weeks’-earnings to $2,769,- 
190, as compared with $1,355,781 for 
the first six months in 1935. Figures 
do not include company’s potential 
dividends from its 42% stock inter- 
est in National Theatres Corp. (Fox- 
West Coast) as that theatre firm has 
not declared any dividend during the 
period, 

The 20th Century-Fox earnings 
amount roughly to $2 per share on 
the company’s 1,357,833 shares of 
$1.50 cumulative convertible pre- 
ferred stock; after the first half year’s 
dividend of 75c per share on this 
stock, it leaves a profit equivalent to 
$1.43 per share on the company’s 
1,228,039% shares of common stock 
outstanding. 











Dismiss Suit Vs. Embassy, 
Allentown, by Mortgagee 


Easton, Pa., Aug. 4. 

Judge James F. Henninger dis- 
missed a bill in equity in which Le- 
titia W. Bowen had sought to have 
the sale of a first mortgage on the 
Embassy, Allenton, set aside. The 
bill had been directed against A. R. 
Boyd Enterprises, Inc., and the Em- 
bassy Corp. of Allentown. 

Mrs. Bowen claimed that the first 
mortgage of $125,000 on the theatre 
property, held by the James W. Ful- 
ler estatc, was foreclosed in order to 
discharge the third mortgage held by 


her. A second mortgage of $50,000 
was held by the Lehigh Valley 
Trust Co. 


Judge Henninger ruled that there 
was no evidence of collusion and 
that the Fuller estate had full right 
to foreclose on its mortgage, which 





was purchased at forced sale by 
Annabeila M. Barto, 





Available to All Major and Indie Producers—Under 
Federal Approval—Schedule of Fees—Dunning 
Settles Suit With Paramount 


o 








Hollywood, Aug. 4. 

A patents pool comprising 15 sep- 
arate processes of composite photog- 
raphy is being formed by the pro- 
ducers, making available to major 
and indie studios patents controlled 
by laboratories, process concerns and 
major studios. Formation of the pool 
under federal regulation will efface 
infringement litigation now pending. 

A schedule of fees for the various 
patents will be set up by the partic- 
ipating group. 

All major studio members of the 
Producers Assn. will sign the pooling 
agreement, but privileges will also 
be extended to non-members. Gabriel 
Hess, general counsel of the Hays 
organization, arrived last week from 
the East to act in an advisory capac- 
ity at the conference of the prin- 
cipals. 

Forerunner of agreements to be 
inked this week was the settlement 
of claims in an infringement of the 
so-called Dunning process in a suit 
filed by Paramount against Warners. 
Suit, started nine years ago, never 
came to trial. 

Exclusive rights to certain meth- 
ods of combination and comrosite 
photography have been held by par- 
ticipating patent holders for 15 
years. Lensing effects involved in- 
clude superimposing figures on ani- 
mated backgrounds, use of class and 
combination shots. 


WARNERS TO REFUND 
$32,000,000 IN BONDS 


Refunding operations on Warner 
Bros. bonds probably will be def- 
initely set within the next two 
weeks. Brown, Harriman & Co. vir- 
tually has been decided on to handle 
the underwriting. Present 6% deben- 
tures totalling nearly $32,006,000 are 
to be supplanted by a 44%% con- 
vertible lien issue although smaller 
interest bearing obligations may 
later be decided on. 

The present bonds, which were 
issued in 1929, do not mature until 
1939. Present holders will be given 
opportunity to exchange old bonds 
for new liens. 

New obligations are expected to 
result in a savings of nearly $480,000 
in interest charges annuaily, This 
would be equivalent to more than 
$4 per share on approximately 
103,000 preferred shares outstanding. 
The saving, figured on 3,701,091 com- 
mon shares, would total about 12c. 
a share each year. 

Warner Bros. preferred, which is 
supposed to pay $3.85 per year in 
dividends, was approximately $16.35 
in arrears last June. No payment 
has been made since March 1, 1932. 
With last company report showing 
nearly $19 per share earnings on 
this preferred issue and further ben- 
efits to be derived from the new 
bond issue, preferred stockholders 
are anticipating early action in clear- 
ing up part of arrears. In some 
quarters, it is estimated that Warner 
Bros. will show approximately $30 
per share earnings on the preference 
stock for the present fiscal year. 

New U. S. tax on undistributed 
profits also probably would figure in 
company’s future plans as to a pre- 
ferred payment. 


RCA’s Net, $477,088 


Net income of Radio Corp. of 
America for the second quarter of 
1936 totalled $477,088, representing 
a decrease of about $194,000 from 
comparable quarter in 1935. 

The net income for the first six 
months of the present year amounted 
to $1,763,779. This is a decline of 
about $525,300 from the first half of 
1935, 


S. J. WORKMAN WORKS 


Spartanburg, S. C., Aug. 4. 

S. J. Workman eventually may be 
able to do something about rigid re- 
strictions on Sunday shows, etc., al- 
though he hasn’t said so yet. He's 
already city clerk, also owner of the 
Hollywood theatre, and now he’s an~« 
nounced his candidacy for mayor 
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WHAT A CAST! 


JEAN HARLOW 
FRANCHOT TONE 


CARY GRANT 
Lewis Stone 


Benita Hume 
Directed by George Fitzmaurice 
Produced by Maurice Revnes 


A 


PTL 
(SQuers ry 
with EX! 


PERSONAL From LEO TO M-G-M 
SALESMEN NOW SELLING ’36-’37 LINE-UP! 


Dear Boys: Tell my exhibitor pals they ain't seen nothin’ yet! 
“ERISCO” Wow! “SUZY” Oob-lala! And next: “HIS BROTHER’S 
WIFE” (Barbara Stanwyck, Robert Taylor). Then comes “ GORGEOUS 
HUSSY” (Joan Crawford, Robert Taylor, Lionel Barrymore, etc.) They're 
sensational HITS! Summer, Winter, Spring or Fall—this season— next 
season—or any season— you know who does the ROARING on the 


iin ‘ s 
screen—and at the BOX-OFFICE! umtore= 


MARK 


P. §.—I] just saw “HIS BROTHER’S WIFE” in the projection room! l s ab 
“SUZY” but this new dame is a KNOCKOUT, too! Oh Beatrice Wh gk shall I do! 
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Allied’ Powwow in Chi to Combat 


Extra Week of 


Chicago, Aug. 4. 

Continued rumblings among the 
independent exhibitors over the 
Balaban & Katz campaign for a full 
additional week of protection be- 
tween the 30c. and 25c. houses in- 
dicates that the indie nabe exhibs 
are not going to sit back and okay 
the additional clearance without a 
fight. 

Allied, which has become ex- 
tremely strong in Chicago and mid- 
west since the joining of Essaness 
circuit, called a special meeting of 
its full membership last week to dis- 
euss ways and means of combating 
this extra clearance. Indications are 
that the indie organization will go to 
bat by taking the entire question 
into the federal courts in an at- 
tempt to enjoin B.&K. and. the ex- 
changes from putting this deal 
through. Are filling the air with 
the usual industry verbiage of ‘col- 
lusion,’ ‘conspiracy’ and ‘restraint of 
trade,’ three claims which are pres- 
ent in practically every, film suit. 

Aaron Saperstein, president of the 
Allied organization in Illinois, is re- 
ported to have sent a lengthy letter 
to the attorney-general making these 
complaints against the local ex- 





._ changes and B.&K. 


All exhibitors, both indie and cir- 
cuit, seem agreed that double fea- 
tures, the other great headache of 
the current film selling season, is a 
cinch for re-entry into this territory 
and are all ready to buy on ‘that 
basis. But the extra week of pro- 
tection for the key nabe houses is 
another thing again and that is go- 
ing to result in plenty of fireworks 
before the new product gets going. 


PAR SHIFTS MIDWEST 
STAFF; BOWLEY TO 20TH 


Chicago, Aug. 4. 

Big shake-up of Paramount ex- 
change personnel in the midwest 
took place last week with five men 
switching jobs, following the resig- 
nation of Otto Bowley as exchange 
manager in Detroit to join the for- 
eign departmer t of 20th-Fox. 

To fill the Detroit vacancy Para- 
mount, sent up its Indianapolis 
branch manager, John Howard, who 
was replaced by Barney Bernard. 
Latter has been sales manager of 
the Paramount exchange in Chi- 
cago. Harry Hamberg, city salesman 
for Par here, becomes sales manager, 
and Ben Elrod, who has been circuit 


booker, hits the ioad as film sales- 
man, 


Calif., Theatres Warned 
on Compensation Law 


Los Angeles, Aug. 4. 

California State Industrial Acci- 
dent Commission is currently tight- 
ening down on theatres and booking 
agents in southern California, after 
reported violations of state law re- 
quiring carrying of employes’ com- 
pensation insurance in this field. 

Commission has sent out a form 
letter to every theatre and theatricai 
booking office in this territory de- 
manding seme satisfactory arrange- 
ment be arrived at as to who has 
the responsibility for this protection. 
Only alternative offered in letter is 
Proceedings against the parties ig- 
noring the warning, 

















LOEW’S FOX, WASH., NOW CAP 


Washington, Aud. 4 
Loew's Fox, newest and largest 
theatre in Capital, has been re- 
named Loew’s Capitol, effective 
Aug. 14. New sign will go up day 
fourth annual all-local show opens. 

Press agents at ace vaudfilm spot 
fathered mountains of publicity on 
title switch through inviting patrons 
of three local Loew’s theatres to bal- 
lot for new name. 


House was opened in 1927 by Wil- 


ae Fox, Loew's acquired it in 
32, switching vaudeville policy 


from Palace to bigger spot. 


KAY FRANCIS VICE BETTE 


: Hollywood, Aug. 4. 
Warners has ordered a rewrite of 
Another Dawn,’ with Kay Francis 
Subbing for Bette Davis in co-star- 
rr oa with Errol Flynn. 
4aird Dov i y ing his y 
nny yle is revamping his own 
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Clearance for B&K 





6 Mins. Past Midnight, 
‘Owl’ Show Causes Arrest 
Charlotte, N. C., Aug. 4. 
B. S. Lewis, manager of the State 
here, was arrested because his ‘Owl’ 
show extended six minutes Satur- 
day night. Charged with violating 
city’s Blue Sunday Law, he 
peared in city court to answer 


ap- 





charges today and case postponed 
for trial later in the week. 

State is one of chain-operated by | 
North Carolina Theatres, Inc.. | 
headed by H. F. Kincey, has been | 
running ‘Owl’ shows starting 10.45 | 
and ending at midnight. 

Sunday observance controversy 
added new heat when the Municipal 
Park and Recreation commission was 
forced to close swimming pools 
where admission is charged on Sun- 
day. Ball games also not allowed. 

Lewis. was ordered stop the show 
at midnight, but’ he refused be- 
cause of the 400 patrons in hause. 
Arrest followed. 


GOELET DENIED OK 
ON PARK AVE. CINEMA | 


The establishment of a picture 
theatre in the neighborhood of Park 
avenue and 53rd street, N. Y., will 
not take place at least for some time 
to come, according to the decision 
ef N.Y. Supreme Court Justice Louis 
A. Valente. The latter in an opinion 
upheld on Friday (31), Commis- 
sioner of Licenses Paul Moss, in de- 
nying a license to Robert Walton 
Goelet to build a theatre in that dis- 
triet. 

This is am application for a man- 
damus order to compel Commis- 
sioner Moss to issue a Jjcénse for the 
construction of a theatre in the vi- 
cinity of Park avenue at 53rd street. 
Pursuant to the policies established, 
the Commissioner ordered a public 
hearing on the matter, at which op- 
position of residents and owners of 
property on Park avenue seemed to 
be overwhelming. Only a very few 
voices were heard in favor. 

Park avenue above the Grand 
Central district and extending for 
two miles has become one of the 
finest residential avenues of the 
world. 

‘In 1929 the zoning map was al- 
tered so as to permit the section 
below 59th street to be devoted to 
retail store uses. It was widely 
argued at the time that the purpose 
of the change was to afford am op- 
portunity for developing that portion 
of the avenue into a shopping dis- 
trict that would rival the famous 
rue de la Paix in Paris. The con- 
sensus of opinion before the Com- 
missioner seemed to be that the 
establishment of a motion picture 
theatre would retard any such de- 
velopment. ; 

‘The careful exercise by the Com- 
missioner of his discretion in the 
matter will not be interfered with 
by the Court.’ 

Goelet sought to dispose of prop- 
erty at 61 East 53rd street to thea- 
‘tre interests. It was proposed that 
the main entrance to the theatre 
would be on 53rd street with an ar- 
‘cade opening onto Park avenue. 











Jungmeyer Ups 
Hollywood, Aug. 4. 

Jack Jungmeyer, Jr., has resigned 
from the RKO-Radio publicity de- 
partment to become production as- 
sistant to Raymond Griffith at 20th- 
Fox studios. 

Youngest producer aide on Coast, 
Jungmeyer is the sen of Jack Jung- 
meyer, VARIETY mugg. 





M’COY’S IMPERIAL OCTET 


Akron, O., Aug. 4. 

Tim McCoy, heading the wild west 
contingent again this season for the 
Ringling Bros.-Barnum & Bailey cir- 
cus, has signed for a series of four 
outdoor and four G-man dramas by 
Imperial Pictures, for 1936-7. 

Clifford Sanforth, Imperial direc- 
tor-producer, en route from New 


the western star about his plans to 
return to Hollywood at the conclu- 
sion of the show’s annual tour to 
start work on the first of the series 
which is scheduled for national re- 


York, stopped off here to confer with | 








Keep ’Er Honest 





Hollywood, Aug. 4 

Indie producer was giving 
one of his ace writers instruc- 
tions, 

‘The femme character is a 
dyed-in-the-wool crook,’ he 
piped, ‘but you must make her 
appear honest to get the sym- 
pathy of the audience.’ 


DuArt Labs’ $1,000,000 
Suit Must Go to Trial 


Federal Judge Patterson yesterday 
(Tuesday) refused to dismiss a 
$1,000,000 action brought by DuArt 
Film Laboratories and Arthur Gott- 
lieb against the Consolidated Film 
Industries. Attorneys for the defen- 
dants contended plaintiffs failed to 
state a sufficient cause of action. 
Judge Patterson decided merits. of 
the action was for a jury to pass on. 

The original action was dismissed 
several months ago on the same 
grounds raised yesterday by Con- 
solidated’s attorneys. ; 

The action is based on two causes. 
In one DuArt charges that after it 
had leased its laboratories to Con- 
solidated the latter outfit induced 
Universal Pictures to transfer its 
business to it and from DuArt which 
claims this resulted in a loss of 
$500,000. Gottlieb, an executive of 
DuArt, brings the second cause on 
the ground that Consolidated 














under which he was to be placed in 
eharge of the laboratories. He also 
demands $500,000. 


W.&V.’s Nabe Chain in Pa. 


Walter Vincent, of Wilmer & 
Vineent Circuit, has started the in- 
itial unit in a chain of family or 
neighborhood houses in several key 
cities of Pennsylvania. There will be 
10 subsequent run houses in this first 
unit of the new circuit. 

New setup calls for a separate 
company outside of the Wilmer & 
Vincent operation with Vincent par- 
ticipating and acting as one of guid- 
ing directors in new oufit. Move to 
launch chain of family or subsequent 
run theatres is attributed to Vin- 
cent’s belief that the future for this 
type of operation is promising. 

Additional units probably will be 
added, taking in Virginia and sev- 
eral other states along the Atlantic 
seaboard. No other houses are to be 
added except after they have been 
given a thorough once-over by ex- 
ecutives of the new organization. 

Wherever possible single feature 
policy will be maintained by the- 
atres of new group, as is currently 
done in a majority of Wilmer & 
Vincent circuit theatres. Latter oper- 
ating company is dualing only in 
Johnstown outside of Philadelphia 
spots. 











S. F. Zoning Squawk 


San Francisco, Aug. 4. 
Showing of pictures im Russian 
River summer resorts simultaneously 
with their exhibition in first run 
houses in San Francisco is causing 
plenty of squawks in town. ‘San 
Francisco,’ which is still at the St. 
Francis here, played at Guernewood 
Park on July 26 at bargain prices. 
The code zoning put imto effect last 
year states that no pictures are to 
be shown at summer resorts until 
they have played the district theatres 
here. 
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breached an agreement with him| 
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Fox. West Coast's Welfare Fund 


Paid Out $3,000 for New Babies 
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Al Friedlander Settles 
F. D. Pact; Finney’s Pix 


Al Friedlander settled his contract 
with First Division last week, Terms 
of the setilement of the ticket, 
which ran until 1938, were not dis- 
closed. 

Friedlander was one of the organ- 
izers of F-D with Harry H. Thomas, 
president, in 1927. Company was re- 
cently absorbed by Grand National 
Films. 

GWM’s publicity and advertising di- 
rector, Ed Finney, also becomes a 
producer for the company. He will 
make a series of eight westerns 
under the trademark of Boots and| 
Saddle Productions. J. P. McCarthy | 
to direct. 

Publicity-advertising appointments | 
in. GN include four additions. Rus- | 
sell Bell becomes art director, while 
others are Harry Blair, Sam Kas- 
tenbaum and Merritt Crawford, Iat- | 
ter in charge of press books. On| 
going in as ad-pub head a few weeks 
ago, Finney brought Bill Pierce with 
him from Republic as chief assistant. 


N.0. THEATRE CAVES 
IN; AMUS. TAX CUT 


New Orleans, Aug. 4. 

Weakened by fire which swept the 
building a short time ago, the Won- 
derland theatre collapsed Monday | 
(3), injuring one man and filling 
Canal street with debris. Injured 
man working with construction crew 
tearing out lobby and foyer of house 
preparatory to rebuilding when 
ceiling gave way, pinning him. His 
condition is still undetermined. 

Theatre owners and other amuse- 
ment operators of the city the same 
day (Monday) were advised of pro- 
visions of the new amusement tax 
in letters sent out by the Tax Col- 
lection Department at City Hall. 
Theatre owners; who formerly 
charged 2% tax on admissions start- 
ing at I5c will hereafter charge tax 
starting. at 20c. 

Night. clubs: and other amusements 
will be taxed 2% instead of 5%. The 
City Welfare Department stands to 
lose about $100,000 a year by the 
cut, the tax office announced. 














The film industry is concerned 
about a new state tax in Louisiana 
which would impose a 2% bite on 
all luxuries. Question is whether or 
not pictures and other entertainment 
may be classified as a luxury. In 
addition to the taxes now paid in 
Louisiana, plus the Federal tax on 
admissions, another nick of 2% 
weuld cut substantially into theatre 
operation in that state, if the new 
taxation is to apply to shows, 





MAYNARD’S PERSONALS 
East Liverpool, O., Aug. 4. 

Ken Maynard, western film star, 
and his horse Tarzan, east this week | 
to play a month of personals in the} 
upper Ohio valley and western Penn- | 
sylvania. He is doing 20 minutes} 
with his newest picture on the same | 
bill. Itinerary confined to smaller 
towns. , 

Maynard said he would not take 
out his circus this season but prob- 
ably next spring. 








Advance Production Charli 





thief, to go straight. 


last week. 








lease early in Novérmber, 


(Continued from page 21) 


ing until investigation takes place. Trevor and Romero are released. 
ter finds jewel in Trevor's purse and Romero, being an investigator for | 
an insurance company, covers vp and persuades. Trevor, professional jewel 


Into work this week are ‘PIGSKIN PARADE,” Bogart Rogers producing, 
David Butler directing: ‘LOVE FLIGHT,’ to star Lawrence Tibbett, John 
Stone producing and Otto Premingec directing. Pictures to follow during 
month lists ‘GLORY,’ with no producer or director assigned; ‘LLOYD'S 
OF LONDON,’ Kenneth Macgowan producing and Henry King directing 
Others in ;1eliminary story sreparation are “THINK FAST, MR. MOTO, 
from J. P. Marquand Satevepost story. now being adapted by Charles Ken- 
yon, and ‘FOUR MEN AND A FRAYER,’ to be produced as a special. 


Warners 

Ten in work, 11 editing, eight preparing. 
‘CAIN AND MABEL,’ reported Vauizery, May 6: ‘SING ME A LOVE | 
SONG,” reported as ‘LET’S PRETEND,’ July 15: ‘GOD'S COUNTRY AND |! 
THE WOMAN’ reported July 15: ‘GOLD DIGGERS OF 1937’ and ‘GREEN 
LIGHT,’ reported July 22: “PHREEE MEN ON A HORSE,’ ‘HEROFS © 


i 
THE AFR,’ ‘MISTRESS OF FASHION,’ “THE SHRINKING VIOLE’ an“ 
‘MAKING OF O'MALLEY,’ reported July 29. No new pictures started 
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Los. Angeles, Aug. 4. 

Premium of $100 for every baby 
born to employees of . Fox-West 
Coast Theatres cost the circuit’s Em- 
ployees Welfare Fund an outlay of 
$3,000 during the first year of asso- 
ciation’s existence, terminating July 
Il. The 30 babies were born to 
parents scattered all over the circuit. 

Welfare Pund was sct up a year 
ago by Charles P. Skouras as a me- 
dium for providing funds for 
ployees who become ill 
pitalization or other 
tion, and aJso to provide for recrea- 
tional development of circuit at- 
taches. 

During first year, according to an- 
nual report of the secretary, W. H. 
Lollier, fund paid out more than $9,- 
500: for welfare contributions. More 
than 200 employees benefited from 
this outlay. 

Upwards of $2,500 was expended 
for welfare recreational work, this 

Fox Westcoast- 
ers Club, circuit lal « n'Zation, 
for disbursement. It provided Christ- 
mas parties, dinner dances, an an- 
nual picnic, riding school and other 
recreational activities, both in south- 
ern and northern California. 

Annual report reveals that 70% of 
the monev laid out for employe re- 
lief, and bulk of the $3.000 bonus or 
premium money for babies, went to 
employes drawing down $25 or less 
salary pe> week. 

Im addition to money paid out 
directly, the welfare committee of 
the organization has cstablished 
what is known as an employe loan 
account. During the year just passed 
upwards of $8,500 in loans were 
made, Of this sum more than 59% 
has been paid back, and to date the 
aceount has been without loss. In a 
majority of the cases medical and 
hospitalization bills incurred by em- 
ployes have been considerably re- 
duced through intervention of the 
fund execs, 

Money for the welfare fund is de- 
rived from a 5c per person charge 
made on all free admissicns to a 
Fox-West Coast theatre. Fund is 
available for any home office em- 
ployee here or in San Francisco, as 
well as for attaches of every theatre 
in circuit presided over by Charles 
P, Skouras. 

Affairs of fund are administered 
by a welfare committee comprising 
O. A. Collins, Irving Epsteen, Mike 
Rosenberg, J. J. Sullivon and W. H. 
Lollier. : 

Board of trustees, which acts as a 
directorate, comprises J/%xhn Eertero, 
Albert Hunson, W. H. Johnston, Al- 
bert W. Leeds and George Topper. 


F-WC TAKING OVER 
F&M COAST HOUSES 


Los Angeles, Aug. 4. 

Fox-West Coast and Fanchon & 
Marco are huddling a deel whereby 
former would take over the Man- 
chester and Balboa, nabe houses 
here. and the Padre in San Jose, 
which have been under F&M opera- 
tion for several ycears. 

Deal is being discussed by Charles 
Skouras and Mike Marco, with the 
Fox-West Coast legal depariment 
also sitting in on the conferences. 
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Anti-Billposting 
Detroit, Aug. 4. 

Death blow to theatre, circus and 
nolitical posters on vacant buildings 
here will likely be dealt this week 
by Common Council, acting on 
avalanche of protests by citizen 
groups. Present ordinance prohibits 
only the sticking of placards and 
city buildings, but new 
law would also ban them from pri- 
vate property. 

Outdoor ad firms and bill posters’ 
unions also have joined fight on 
nuisance. Proposed ordinance would 
ben unauthorized posting of bills on 
private property, requiring every 
posting company to tale cut city 
license and place name of firm and 
address on each poster or placard. 

Edict would imflict severe blow on 
Iesit shows and nabes, who plaster 
the town weekly. 








In work: 


irectind, 


| 
| 
With 10 in work and 11 in the cutting rcom this studio has only one new || 


picture lined up to go into production during August. This is ‘THE BLAG }) 
LEGION,’ topical siory, Robert Lor@ producing, Archie Moyo 
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$5,500 CASH WILL 
THEATRE IN DES 
Balance $25,000 mortgege ih large | sor 
ince Company—Mortmege renewed ery in 
186 for tires years t 5'¢% h 
excellent con ithen ecting abeut 1,500 
location, half s from lergest devartinent 
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200 Grand Ave., Des Mo nes, towa 
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Book Fair Worries 


A ‘book fair’ scheduled for Rocke- | 


feller Center, New York, in Novem- 
ber, is disturbing managers of au- 
thors. Particularly lecture-giving 
authors. N. Y. Times is sponsoring. 
It’s the first such venture in N. Y. 

Proposed book fair is reported 
projected along the lines of the an- 
nual book fair of London, England. 
Lots of showmanship and a massing 
of celebrities is in prospect. Gratis 
appearances of authors is the wrong 
way, the managers feel. Authors 
League feels the same. way, con- 
stantly admonishing member's not to 
indulge in it. They want fees for 
delivering literary lions. 

Lecture platform biz finds novel- 


ists the best-selling attractions on/j| 


the lists and resents the tendency of 
newspapers and department stores 
operating in conjunction with book 
publishers to arrange book fairs and 
book weeks, which place writers on 
public view but do not swell the 
gravy bowl. 

Marshall Field store in Chicago 
last year provided a precedent by 
paying fees to Christopher: Morley 
and Walter B. Pitkin to show up at 
a book week event. . ; 

Authors rate 70% ‘favorites in 
surveys of platform. 





Roy Howard Slaps Guild 

Roy W. Howard, editor of the New 
York World Telegram, issued a 3,000- 
word statement to the editorial staff 
in which he turned down the de- 
mand for a closed shop, denounced 
the political aims of. the Newspaper 
Guild, quantity pay basis and arbi- 
trary increases in expense, He de- 
clared that the newspaper will, how; 
ever, continue to negotiate with 
representatives regarding working 
conditions and salaries. 

Negotiations were concluded on 
July 20 by the Newspaper Guild 
with New York Post for the signing 
of a Guild contract. Agreement calls 
for a minimum of $25 for cub re- 
porters scaled up to $45 after five 
years’ experience. Minimum sala- 
ries for tabulators, librarians and 
copy boys were also stepped up. The 
agreement will not be signed until 
J. David Stern, publisher, returns to 
the city from Margate, N. J., where 
he is on an extended vacation. 





Hershfield Back Home 


Harry Hershfield has rejoined the 
Hearst outfit after a five years lapse 
and his comic strip, ‘Abie the Agent’ 
over which there was litigation fol- 
lowing the termination of his for- 
mer contract, will appear starting 
Sept. 6. 

Contract is with King Features, 
Hearst syndicate, and the strip’s New 
York outlet .will be the Mirror. 
Originally it appeared in the Jour- 
nal. 

Humorist has been drawing ‘Ac- 
cording to Hoyle,’ appearing in the 
Sunday Herald-Tribune, N. Y., for 
several years. His radio programs 
over WMCA will continue, Hersh- 
field covering first-night legit shows 
for the station. Arrangement has 
been made whereby ‘Abie’ will be 
available for radio also, with the 
artist probably at the microphone. 
Air deal calls for a 50-50 split with 
the syndicate. 





Weyl’s Estate 
Will of Maurice N. Weyl, author, 
composer and business man, who 
died July 23 in Philly, leaves estate 
of more than $100,000. Son, Ed- 
ward, gets $32,500 outright, with bal- 
ance going to widow in life trust. 
At her death it will be divided into 
four parts; fourth to son, Charles; 
eighth each to two grandchildren 
and half to Edward. Deceased was 
secretary of Philadelphia Record 
and one of founders and directors 

of 'Camden Courier-Post. 





Perona’s Partial Resignation 

Jose M. Torres-Perona resigned as 
managing editor of ‘La Prensa,’ 
N. Y. Spanish language daily over 
differences with Jose Camprubi, 
publisher, regarding editorial policy 
of paper on disorders in Spain. Was 
first reported to have quit entirely, 
but. will remain on staff. 

Publisher’s policy which he op- 
posed was support of the leftists 
group trying to overthrow the gov- 
ernment. 


—— 
New Sports Mag 

Sports-Week, new mag, is out this 
week, with results from ali over the 
world on all sports and athletic 
games. Contains a_ schedule of 
sports all over the world and at- 
tempts a comprehensive survey of 
the field, 

Marty Berg is editor and pub- 
lisher. He was for 11 years a sports 
writer on the Bronx Home News and 
later an associate editor of the N. Y. 
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Best Sellers 








‘The Clansmen’ ($2.50) ........ 
‘Halfway House’ ($2.00) .., 


‘Wake Up and Live’ ($1.75) 


‘Man the Unknown’ ($3.50) ...... 





Best Sellers for the week ending Aug. 1, as reported by the 
American News Co., Inc, 


Fiction 

‘Gone With the Wind’ ($3.00) seereeeerscoceses .By Margaret Mitchell 
‘Eyeless in Gaza’ ($2.50) ....ccccccccccccccsecsesee By Aldous Huxley 
‘The Doctor’ ($2.00) ...... er sececeeesesee- by Mary Roberts Reinhart 
“Magnificent Hoax, The’ ($2.00) ........+.-By E. Phillips Oppenheim 
o066bbelkeseebecees cae Ethel Boileau 
Non-Fiction 

‘Around the World in 11 Years’ ($2.00) 
By Patience, Richard & John Abbe 


®eeeeee 


‘Listen For a Lonesome Drum’ ($3.00). .ccccccecees: By Carl Carmer 
‘My Ten Years in a Quandary’ ($2.50)..........By Robert Benchley 
ceeds eke scceteet) ay Ame Carre 
“Way of a Transgressor’ ($3.00) .cccocsccsecsevesees by Negley Farson 


Sevecsecec LY Ellery Queen 


se ecceccsessss bY Dorothea Brande 








Annenberg Buys Philly Inquirer 


Moses Annenberg bought the 
Philadelphia Inquirer, widely known 
aS the ‘Republican ‘Bible of Pennsyl- 
vania,’ together’ with its real estate 
for $15,000,000. Paper, which is 108 
years old, was purchased through the 
Cecilia Co., which operates the An- 
nenberg newspapers. It was pur- 
chased from Mme. Eleanor Louise 
Elverson Patenotre and her son 
Raymond, owners of Le Petit Journal 
of Paris. 

Paper will be operated by Walter 
H. Annenberg. New publisher owns 
the Morning Telegraph, the Miami 
Tribune, Racing Form, Radio Guide 
and Screen Guide and was formerly 
a Hearst executive. He resigned from 
the Hearst organization in 1928, 

Walter H. Annenberg denied that 
Hearst was in’ any way connected 
with the sale as first reported, de- 
claring that the new management 
would not be affiliated with any 
other publisher or publishing organ- 
ization, 





Award Set Aside 


Compensation of $148,898 awarded 
Arthur C. McDonnell by jury for 
sports news bureau he formerly 
owned in Philly was set aside last 
week by United States District Judge 
Kirkpatrick. Jury verdict had been 
rendered against General News Bu- 
reau, to whom McDonnell, former 
telegrapher, contended he had 
agreed to sell his agency for $217,000. 

Plaintiff argued he had a contract 
with General News Bureau stipulat- 
ing he was to work for it for year 
at $150 a week. Latest ruling was 
based on fact McDonnell had no 
written contract covering alleged 
sale, 





Sun’s State Poll 


Baltimore Sun this week com- 
mences an extensive poll to ascer- 
tain how Maryland may vote in the 
presidential election. 

Sheet is mailing out te every reg- 
istered voter in the state a postcard 
to be anonymously marked and re- 
turned for compilation. There are 
about 755,000 registered voters in the 
state. Sun hopes to have its poll 
completed by late September, 





Sports Mag Sold 


‘Sports Illustrated and American 
Golfer’ has been taken oyer by Stu- 
art Scheftel and will be published 
under his management. Associated 
with him are Marshall Field, T. Suf- 
fern Tailer, Jr., Robert Bacon, Sa- 
bin Carr, Paul Warburg, and Dr. 
Kurt Simon. John Eshler continues 
as managing editor. 

Format to remain the same, but 
mag will have more illustrations and 
a four-color cartoon cover. Six new 
departments are being added. 





To Appeal Nieman Decision : 


Decision ih the Nieman case, in 
which the will of Mrs. Agnes W. 
Nieman, deceased widow of Lucius 
W. Nieman, publisher of the Mil- 
waukee Journal was upheld, will be 
appealed to the Wisconsin Supreme 
Court by three contesting relatives. 
Terms of will leave most of 
$5,000,000 estate to Harvard to pro- 
mote journalism. 





New H’weood Mag 


High Hatter mag, monthly, has 
made its appearance in Hollywood. 
Contains picture and society news. 
Tony Beacon is editor, with staff 
comprising Adele Charlton, Bill 
Henry, Bob Mangum, Gene Baker, 
Wava McCullough, Bert Kalmar, Jr., 
and Miles White. 





Rogers’ 3d Buy 
Will Rogers, Jr., has added a third 
paper to his Los Angeles string. He’s 
bought the Los Angeles Press, a 
throwaway. Rogers started in busi- 
ness with purchase of the Beverly 
Hills Citizen, weekly, and later 





Press. 


picked up a neighborhood sheet, 





William Patten Dead 


William Patten, 70, editor, illustra- 
tor and writer, died of pneumonia 
July 28 in Rhinebeck, N. Y., after an 
illness of six weeks. He was art 
editor of Harper’s at the age of 23, 
and at that time the youngest art 
editor of a national publishing house, 
Later he was manager of P. F. 
Collier’s book department and while 
there induced Dr. Eliot to become 
the editor of the five-foot shelf. 

He was managing editor of the 
Harvard Classics and also edited 
many other books. In 1916 he be- 
came advertising manager for Na- 
tional Publicity, Ltd. of Montreal. 
He is survived by a widow, son and 
two sisters, 





Publishing Fan Mag Digest 


Screen Digest, new mag with for- 
mat similar to Reader’s Digest, 
hopes to cover the picture mag field 
in the same way as Reader’s Di- 
gest does the general magazine field. 
It is announced for early publica- 
tion, 

It will be issued monthly, carry 
no ads, and will be edited and pub- 
lished from Hollywood by J. C. 
Lansinger and Bensel Smythe. Lan- 
singer is the founder and former 
publisher of College Humor and 
Real Detective. Smythe was for- 
merly with Scripps and has been 
a newspaper editor. 

Blanket permission to reprint has 
been granted by Delacorte and Mac- 
fadden for one year, 





From Paris to N. Y. 


Scribes from the Paris edition of 
the N. Y. Herald and several for- 
eign correspondents who spent the 
halcyon days on the continent are 
now in the offices of national news 
weeklies in New York, 

Llewelyn (Johnnie) White, Guy 
Hickock, Jack Campbell, Charles 
Flick, Allan Finn, Ken Stewart and 
Rolfe Baltzell are all at the Lit- 
erary Digest. Rex Smith, Tom 
Cope, of the Herald, and J. D. Task- 
er, formerly of the Paris Times, are 
at News-Week. 





Biog on Dr. Welch 


Dr. Simon Flexner, of the Rocke- 
feller Institute, N. Y., is penning a 
biog of late Dr. William H. Welch, 
pathologist, who was one of the ‘big 
three’ medics who put Johns Hop- 
kins hospital on the top rung. 

Flexner was a pupil of Dr. Welch’s 
and has undertaken the writing job 
at request of trustees of the 
hospital, 





Milton’s Own Dance Mag 


Paul Milton, former editor of The 
American Dancer, will issue his own 
monthly terp magazine on Sept. 10 
called Dance. Harold Hartogensis 
is associated with him as business 
manager, 

Miltcn was with the American 
Dancer. for four years, prior to which 
he spent five years as editor of Mac- 
fadden’s Dance Magazine. 





Squawk on U. S. Pulps 


More and more lurid Yankee pulps 
are flooding into Sydney despite bit- 
ter protests from various bodies. No 
objection taken to the fan mags, with 
outcry centered upon the crime 
pulps. 

No action to prevent importation 
so far by the authorities. 





John M. McCune 
John M. McCune, 68, former pub- 
lisher of the Colusa, Calif., Sun, died 
in Rido Nido, Cal., July 27. He re- 
tired in 1932 after 50 years of news- 
paper work, 





Mahoney’s Round the World 
Vincent Mahoney, erstwhile Los 
Angeles newspaper reported, more 


recently with 20th-Fox publicity de- | Rochester 


partment, is sailing shortly to tour 


jItaly, Germany and Japan to obtain 


info for a book. 


|Bowen, Rearden 





eae in Chicago. 


——— 





CHATTER 

Clelie Huggins finishing her novel 
‘Point Noir.’ 

Pictorial Review moved into the 
Hearst building in N. Y. 

Satevepost has taken Ben Ames 
Williams’ latest, ‘Fiddlin’ Fool.’ 

Ernest Hemingway now in Mon- 
tana, working on another novel. 

Federal Writers preparing a 5,(00,- 
000-word encyclopedia on New York 
City. 

A. E. Houseman’s ‘More Poems’ | 
will be published posthumously in 
October, 

John Strachey’s latest book titled 
‘The Theory and Practice of Com- 
munism,’ 

‘Play Through Weakness,’ Everett 
Freeman yarn, has been taken by 
Satevepost. 

Henry Suydam has retired to his 
job as p.a. for the Dept. of Justice 
in Washington. 

Richard Sherman, author of ‘To | 
Mary, With. Love,’ placed a new 


seria! with Statevepost. 

Helen Train Hilles is the author 
of a juve book ‘Play Street.’ She is 
Arthur Train’s daughter. 

George Harmon Coxe, Metro 
writer, sold a serial, “The Camera 
Clue,’ to American mag. 

Beth Brown’s ‘Riverside Drive’ 
(Dutton’s) went to the printer last 
week, Will be issued in November. 

James Hilton has gone to England 
for a month. Returns in the fall to 
fulfill writing assignment for Metro. 

George Gibbs has placed his new 
novel, ‘Anything Can Happen,’ for 
fall publication with Appleton-Cen- 
tury. 

Owen Johnson, novelist, may be 
Democratic candidate for Congress 
in Massachusetts. Is considering run- 
ning. 

Timothy Fuller’s ‘Harvard Has a 
Suicide, serialized by the Atlantic 
Monthly, will be pubiished by Little- 
Brown. 

Dorothy Speare has finished her 
novel ‘The Road to Needles,’ which 
took her five years to write. Will be 
published next year. 

W. F. Bullock retired after 30 
years as correspondent for the Lon- 
don Daily Mail in N. Y. Will go to 
Mexico and then Honolulu. 

Captain Liddell Hart has contract- 
ed. for a 260-page history of the 
World War with Random House. 
Book will be out in October. 

Jerry Hoffman, legman for Louella 
Parsons, Hearst columnist in Holly- 
wood, has resigned to join the story 
department at 20th-Fox studios. 

Edith Ellis’s dramatization of 
Cleanor Mordaunt’s novel, “These 
Generations,’ now playing in Lon- 
don. Play is titled “The Lady of 
La Paz.’ 

Everhardt Armstrong, for 17 years 
drama editor of Hearst’s Seattle Post 
Intelligencer, was discharged last 
week, allegedly for Newspaper Guild 
activities. 

Mrs. Ellen B. T. Pyle, who did 
many cover illustrations for the 
Saturday Evening Post and other 
magazines, died July 31 at her Wil- 
mington home. 

Claude Bowers, American Ambas- 
sador to Spain, will have his new 
book ‘Jefferson in Power’ out next 
month. Proofs were returned just 
before the hostilities started. 

Grant Wood, who has been award- 
ed the first Limited Editions Club 
Fellowship of $2,000, will make a 
series of special illustrations for 
Sinclair Lewis’ ‘Main Street.’ 

Methuen will publish R. P. Har- 
riss’s novel “The Foxes’ in England. 
Bret Harte centennial will be com- 
memorated by release of RKO pic-' 
ture based on his book ‘M’liss.’ 

John Gunther has resigned as Lon- 
don correspondent of the Chicago 
Daily News to write for magazines. 
He wili be succeeded by William H. : 
Stoneman, back recently from Ethio- 
pia. 

Howard Vincent O’Brien, Chicago 
Daily News columnist, is for Roose- 
velt and says so in his column. His 
boss, Col. Frank Knox, is the Re- | 
publican candidate for vice-presi- 
dent. 

Best British Short Stories of 1936 
will be out in October. Authors in- 
cluded are H. E. Bates, Elizabeth 
Conner, James 
Hanley, L. A. Pavey and Micheel 
Sayers. 

Sales of rare books and manu- 
scripts in the estate of Thomas Phil- 
lipps have been resumed at Sothe- 
by’s, London, England. Expected that 
liquidation will take another 50 to 
40 years. 





Mary Gilmore, film critic of the 
Journal-American, re- 
signed to join her husband, Ralph 
Young, former 
(Continued on page 40) 


Fiction and Films 





By WOLFE KAUFMAN 





Omnibus of Crime 

A hurricane and murder arrive in 
Porto Rico at the same time to pro- 
vide the basis for ‘Murder at 28:10," 
by Newton Gayle (Scribner’s; $2). As 
usual in Gayle’s books, Jim Greer 
digs out the facts in an efficient man- 
ner and lines them up in their proper 
sequence. It’s interesting and well 
handled throughout. Could be filmed, 
too. 

That same hurricane theme starts 
off ‘The Gray Man Walks,’ by Henry 
Bellamann (Crime Club; $2), except 
that the scene this time is a lone- 
some island off the Carolina coast, 
The story elements are none too be<- 
lievable, although the characters are 
extra well drawn. Makes for enter- 
taining reading despite discrepancies 
and the actual murder skein is core 
rectly drawn across a couple of new 
tangents. Not for films. 

Screwy characters are also the 
saving grace of ‘Ring Around a Mure 
der,’ by + George Bagby (Covici- 
Friede; $2). And again it’s murder 
on an isolated island, with a limited 
number of suspects. Inspector 
Schmidt, whose feet hurt so much he 
always has to take his shoes off at 
crucial moments, unravels things in 
rough though competent fashion and 
there are several good laughs. Not 
for films. 

And a series of islands, this time 
on the Pacific, and geographically 
acknowledged under the general 
heading of Hawaii, serve as location 
for most of the crime in ‘The Feather 
Cloak Murders,’ by Darwin and Hii- 
degarde Teilhet (Crime Club; $2), 
The Teilhets, as usual, employ the 
Baron Von Kaz, from Vienna, to mix 
things up good before he figures 
them out. He’s a colorful gent, lend- 
ing credence to the most incredible 
actions, It’s fine reading. Not for 
films, 


By EPES W. SARGENT 
Western Toughie 


Sam Bass, one of those enterpris< 
ing souls who in the last century 
helped to make the wild west wild, 
did not last very long as a train 
and stage robber, dying on his 27th 
birthday of gunshot wounds after 
about-a year of hard work. He was 
spectacular, but not particularly 
happy in his choice of victims, but 
his colorful career is embodied in a 
still current cowboy song of eleven 
stanzas. And even yet the optim- 
istic are grubbing the Texas terrain 
in the hope of unearthing his buried 
treasure. 

In ‘Sam Bass’ (Houghton-Mifflin; 
$2.50), Wayne Guard has sought to 
winnow the wheat from the chaff, 
documenting the history of his hero 
from newspapers, public records and 
personal reminiscences. He gives a 
clear outline from Bass’ early boy- 
hood and has made an interesting 
biography without resort to the 
apocryphal legends. Particularly 
timely at the moment, since Bass 
operated through the territory o 
Dallas and Fort Worth. 





From Greenberg 

Greenberg, Inc., comes along with 
a couple of its regular $2, 250-pagers, 
More than the usual amount of nove 
elty in the western, ‘Tie Fast Hom- 
bre,” by Charles H. Martin, who 
seems to have ideas. He did ‘Left 
Handed Law’ last. This time it’s a 
community where the cowmen and 
the loggers share the opposition. No 
sheriff, but two constables, one for 
the loggers and the other for the 
cattlemen, which provides a deft 
touch of comedy. Of course, there’s 
the girl owner, who is helped to a 
win by the young cowhand, whose 
uncle is killed by the timber heavies. 
Different from the usual run, and 
well knitted. Picture possibilities 
that get away from the old for- 
mulae. 

‘This Moon of Gold,’ by Jean 
Ford, is about as plausible as a fairy 
story, but it will appeal to a certain 
class of readers. Young demig*d 
finds himself in Florida without a 
job or resources. A sweet young 
thing gives him a job as porter. An- 
other girl, crazy about dancing, goes 
on the make for him and pretty 
nearly wins, but the mouse-like girl 
gets her man with the certainty of 
a mountie, after he gets on his feet. 
Not much for a picture. 





Five from Phoenix 

Phoenix Press offers the usual 
quintet for August, a western, two 
hot and two ns.h. All at $2 and 
around 250 pages. 

Outdoor yarn is ‘Son of the Sad- 
die,’ by Lynn Westland, who pins 
his plot to an extinct volcanic crater 
which is discovered to have a river 
within its rim. The toughies plan 

(Continued on page 40) 
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Here’s a typical bunch of 
the figures coming in on 
“RHYTHM ON THE RANGE’ 


NEW YORK: 30% Above Average. | 
LOS ANGELES: Best Opening in 1936. 
SALT LAKE CITY: Best Opening in Months. 
DES MOINES: Smashes “Pine” Record. 
OKLAHOMA CITY: Tops “Pine” Record. 
HOUSTON: Beats “Pine” Record. 
CHICAGO: Biggest in Six Months. 

NEW ORLEANS: Bigger than“ Pine” Record. 
FORT WORTH: 35% Above Average. 
HARTFORD: 48% Above Average. 
MEMPHIS: 40% Above Average: 


‘Wire from Des Moines says: “Best opening of entire year. 
Finest Crosby picture to date. Expect tremendous week.” 
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RADIO 





WB-ASCAP PEACE SEEN BY GOV'T AS A 
STRENGTHENER OF ITS TRUST SUIT 








Dept. of Justice Sees Substantiation of Its Charges 
Anent the So-Called ‘Music Trust’—Washington 


Watches Closely 








Detailed story of Warner- 
ASCAP § settlement will be 
found in Music Department of 
this week’s VARIETY. 





Washington, Aug. 4. 

Peace between Warner Bros. and 
American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers. strengthens 
the government’s anti-trust case 
against copyright-holders and _ in- 
spires hope for a consent decree set- 
tlement of the monopoly litigation, 
in the eyes of observers here. 

While no official comments were 
forthcoming news of reinstatement 
of the Warner catalogs was wel- 
comed in government, industry and 
copyright circles with guarded re- 
marks that the development removes 
last obstacle in the way of mutually- 
agreeable ending of monopoly prose- 
cution. General view is that ASCAP 
cannot continue fighting the case and 
must, in the long run, accept gov- 
ernment terms for abandoning the 
litigation. 

These views were based on a con- 
viction that the Warners return to 
the ASCAP fold demonstrates the 
validity of the Justice Department 
accusations. 

‘If four music publishing firms, 
backed by $15,000,000 of resources of 
one of the largest enterprises in the 
motion picture field, cannot carry on 
outside the Society, that certainly 
bolsters the plausibility of the charge 
that ASCAP is a conspiracy in re- 
straint of trade,’ one Blackstone com- 
mented. 

‘Re-entry of Warners certainly 
seems to indicate that the Society 
and its network allies in this situa- 
tion have enough economic strength 
to enable them to compel the Warner 
houses to rejoin the Society in order 
to protect the interest of their stock- 
holders.’ 

No D. J. Comment 

While the Justice Department had 
no comment forthcoming, it was in- 
dicated reliably that Federal attor- 
neys share this feeling. Andrew 
Bennett, special assistant to Attorney 
General Cummings and head of the 
D. J. legal battery in the ASCAP 
proceeding, insisted, however, no 
government attorney is in a position 
to make any statement or predict 
the consequences of the peace pact. 
Subordinates were similarly close- 
mouthed. 

The long-pending government suit 
has remained in status quo ever 
since the death two months ago of 
Nathan Burkan, ASCAP general 
counsel, but it was learned that Jus- 
tice Department execs are hopeful of 
reaching an early agreement on stip- 
ulations which will speed up the ac- 
tual trial and pave the way for ne- 
gotiation of a consent decree. A 
conference — possibly the last of a 
series lasting many months — had 
been scheduled to take place early in 
June but was called off when Bur- 
kan died only a few days before the 
meeting date. The D. J. sympa- 
thetically told ASCAP managers to 
take whatever time it needed in ob- 
taining new counsel, rearranging 
conduct of legal affairs, and study- 
ing the record. 

The dollars-and-cents significance 
of the Warner-ASCAP merger was 
a topic of speculation in industry 
quarters hese, while leaders also 
wondered what effect the armistice 
will have on the campaign for 
measured-service licenses. James W. 
Baldwin, managing director of the 
National Association of Broadcasters 
and spearhead of the drive for new 
preferred not to 
comment, however, until definite. in- 
formation is available about the 
Warner reinstatement. 

Whether ASCAP will try to force 
readjustment of existing contracts 
was a matter of intense interest. 
While N.A.B. people felt it is un- 
likely the Society will seek a higher 
ante from broadcasters, they admit- 
ted the present ASCAP contracts 
cover only the repertoire as of Dec. 
31, 1935. 

The merger constitutes a set-back 
for the measured-service campaign, 


"many industry watchers feared. Al- 


though no concrete headway had 
been made, Warner group, while try- 
ing to go it alone, had promised to 


consider seriously Industry requests 
for more equitable payment schemes 
and actively cooperated with N.A.B. 
in trying to cook up a more satis- 
factory formula. Without the ele- 
ment of competition afforded by the 
Warner houses outside ASCAP ranks, 
observers fear the industry must 
reconcile itself to a five-year wait, 
at any rate, before it can hope for a 
revision of payment terms. 


Doc Goudiss Moves Self 
And 12 Sponsors From 
WOR to WHN, New York 


Dr. C. Huston Goudiss, radio dieti- 
cian, who has had a _ participating 
commercial on WOR, New York, for 
the past five years, switches to WHN, 
same city, Sept. 17. Along with the 
Doc, WHN gets the 12 sponsors that 
have been backing the program on 
WOR. 

On WHN, Goudiss will do three 
half-hours weekly. Station gave him 
a 52-weeks contract with four yearly 
options. 

Meanwhile, Goebbel’s (meat prod- 
ructs) is the first sponsor set for the 
Ida Bailey Allen ‘Homemakers’ par- 
ticipating program on WHN, New 
York, - 

Miss Allen starts’ five morning 
a weekly on the station in the 
all, 











A QUESTION 


Home Town Surprised to Hear Girl 
Is an Amateur 








Louisville, Aug. 4. 

Recent appearance of a local girl, 
Christine Ridge, on the Town Hall 
Tonight program over NBC has cre- 
ated not a little eyebrow-raising and 
some word-of-mouth anent the young 
lady’s simon-pure standing. Miss 
Ridge was the winner of the $50 
prize and a week’s engagement at 
the Roxy Theatre. 

Present occupation of the young 
lady is that of a dancing teacher. 
However, for various periods during 
the past 10 years she has appeared 
locally and in professional capacity 
in musical stock and night clubs. 
She has also been employed by Sta- 
tion WHAS as a staff sustaining art- 
ist, and has been vocal soloist on 
more than one commercial program 
during the past three years. All of 
which gives rise to the as yet un- 
answered question, ‘What is an 
amateur?’ 





Bob Kaufman, formerly program 
director at WBBM, Chicago, is now 
manager of operations at KMA, 
Shenandoah, Iowa. 


TELEVISION REPORT 


B. B. C, Busies Itself to Make August 
Showing 








London, July 26. 
Official inaugural of the British 
Broadcasting Corp.’s television sta- 


tion at the Alexander Palace takes| 


place first or second week in August, 
when a gang of executives follow 
engineers into the building. 

Meanwhile importance is attached 
to the actual opening date of the 
first program, as the B. B. C. is 
outspokehly trying to rush comple- 
tion forward in time to send out flash 
programs to the Radiolympia ex- 
position, yearly show case of Radio 
Manufacturers Association, due to be 
staged at Olympia at the end of 
August. 

Baird engineers—Baird system be- 
ing the one to be used for Radio- 
lympia if and when—are overtiming 
to get set. 

Corporation has meanwhile com- 
pleted organization of its topical film 
unit, and has the celluloid library 
full ready to start televising. 


DONT WORRY 
CBS TELLS 
TOLEDO 


WSPD, Toledo, was assured last 
week by Columbia that there was no 
need for the station to worry over 
the network’s ability to carry 
througa on the contract the pair en- 
tered into about a month ago. Dis- 
cussion on this point was prompted 
by an offer which NBC had made 
WSP>) for an alliance with the blue 
(WJZ) link and the Toledo outlet’s 
afterthought involving its proximity 
to WJZ, Detroit. 

Toleco station was afraid that if 
WJR, CBS ally, went from 50,000 
watts to 500,000 watts the network 
would kave no easy time including 
WSPD in a hookup sale. CBS as- 
sured WSPD that even if WJR ob- 
tained permission to operate at 500 
kilownits the actual date of putting 
such bcost.into effect was so far off 
that there was really little to become 
concerned about, 


Heat Gets Schudt 


Charlotte, N. C., Aug. 4. 

Bill Schudt, Jr., manager of WBT, 
is on Long Island recovering from a 
near-collapse in the middle west re- 
cently. He went to Chicago to the 
N.A.B. convention, and on to Mil- 
waukee to interview clients. While 
there he suffered from the heat and 
finally passed out in an office one 
afternoon, 

He returned to Charlotte under a 














physician’s care and is now away for 
at least three weeks of rest. 
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Inside Stuf—Rade 


Indications are that Columbia will assume the operation of KNX,. Los 
Angeles, by Aug. 15. Guy Earl, Jr., who sold the station to CBS, was in 
Washington. yesterday (Tuesday): waiting for counsel for the Federal 
Communications Commission to complete the memorandum on the trans- 
fer case which clears the way for this moye. Earl has been requested by 
the network to remain in the east for at least a.week so that he would be 
available for the signaturing of the final papers in the sale, 

It was declared at Columbia Monday (3) that regardless of the date 
the network assumed direction of KNX no CBS program would be cleared 
over the Los Angeles 50,000-watter until Dec. 29. KNX, it was said, 
would be operating until then strictly as a local outlet. .Don Lee Network 
also avers that it will stick along with CBS until Dec. 29 unless there is a 
cash settlement in meantime. Until Dec. 29 KNX and KFSO, San Fran- 
cisco, is barred from using the CBS identity, while Don Lee may originate 
Mutual programs from its studios but not release them over its trans. 
mitters. 

From CBS headquarters Monday it was also learned that no disposition 
had been made of the post of KNX manager. No decision, it was said, had 
been made as té whether this job would go to Naylor Rogers, the station’s 
present v.p. and gen. mgr. While in New York. last week Earl disclosed 
that he had a new broadcasting project in-the works and in the event it 
was okayed by the FCC he would take Rogers along with him. 














Two comparatively uneventful rounds last week in hectic scrap between 
Boake Carter and New Jersey Governor Harold G. Hoffman. In one, 
Hizzoner was ordered by State Supreme Court Justice Heher to show cause 
why service upon Philco Radio and Television Corp. should not be ‘set 
aside. In other, Hoffman invited Carter (among others) to public ‘free for 
all’ debate on State issues. 

Ruling by Supreme Court Justice Heher, relating to Hoffman's $100,000 
damage suit against Carter, WCAU, CBS and Philco for commentator’s 
alleged slanderous broadcast, will be argued at opening of October term 
of court. In its petition, Philco claims it’s not subject to New Jersey suit 
as it’s a foreign corporation. . Governor’s debate invite, besides going to 
Carter, included Arthur Sinnott, of Newark News; James Kerney, Jr., of 
Trenton Times; John Borg, Bergen Evening Record, 





Arthur B. Church, KMBC, Kansas City, declared last week while on a 
business visit in New York, that he didn’t think there was a possibility 
of his getting together right away with two or three other stations on the 
establishment of co-operative sales representation offices. He said that 
he would like to join up for such a proposition with stations whose sales 
problems are practically identical but that there are certain obstacles that 
would first have to be overcome. KMBC leaves the Free-Sleininger list 
Oct. 1. 

Church asserted that he knew of a number of important stations»that 
were thoroughly dissatisfied with the way they have been handled by 
station reps and that he was in favor of experimenting along the co- 
operative idea as a way out of the dilemma. He averred that no one had 
been decided on as sales chief for the project he had in mind. 





Television experts in this country view the test program in England at 
the Alexander Palace as a battle between the RCA and Philo Farnsworth 
principle on the invention although actually the tests will be conducted 
by Baird Television and the Electrical Musical Industries. The latter uses 
the Dr. Vladimir Zworykin invention or the one that is employed by 
Radio Corp. of America, Baird will test the Farnsworth principle of 
television, 





Dr. George R. Miller has withdrawn his suit in Federal court appealing 
from the F. C. C. decision against KGBZ, York, Nebraska. May Seed and 
Nursery company of Shenandoah takes over the KGBZ physical property 
and the history of KGBZ is officially ended. All is silence. 

Meanwhile Miller says he will file with F. C. C. a new application for 
a 2,500-watt station to be located between York, Grand Island and Hast 
ings, all in Nebraska. 





National Broadcasting chain execs turned down special transcontinental 
airing of Warners’ ‘Anthony Adverse,’ planned to break just ahead of na- 
tional release of the picture, when it was learned that portion of film had 
been air ballyed on Campbell Soup program. Decision is cost!y to War- 
ners, which had hoped to cash in on nation-wide broadcast. 





During the second week in June Columbia had an average hookup of 
49 stations, while NBC’s red (WEAF) link accounted for 41.5 stations and 
the blue (WJZ) for 31 stations. Average daytime hookup gave CBS 28 
stations, the red, 25.6 stations and the blue, 19 stations. 


$5,000 TO STARS 
IS LUX’S TOPS 


Only a few on the Lux Theatre of 
the Air have been payrolled at $5,000 
a single broadcast. Eddie Cantor’s 
forthcoming chore in ‘Whoopee’ is 
the latest. Jolson and Ruby Keeler 





RICHARDS GETS KMPC 


Beverly Hills Deal, Long on Fire, 
Finally Closed 








Hollywood, Aug. 4. 

G. A. Richards, owner of WJR, 
Detru:t, takes over KMPC, Beverly 
Hills, for a reported purchase price 
of $112,000. Deal was on for a year, 
with several option renewals before 
the ‘inal closing. Dick Conner has 
been running the station for the 
S. A. Scherer estate. 





N.A.B. Asks How Much Does It Cost?’ 





Trade Ass’n 





Inquiries on Printing of Music Presages 


as Publisher 


% 





National Association of Broadcast- 
ers is apparently set on going into 
the music publishing business. The 
association has been inquiring of 
music printers in the New York area 
as to what their prices for printing 
orchestrations and sheet copies are. 
Venture into music publishing 
would have the NAB applying the 
final touch to the musical copyright 
foundation which the association’s 
membership in convention last month 
approved by resolution. The idea for 
this music bureau came from James 
W. Baldwin, the NAB’s managing 
director. Original purpose of the 
bureau was to compile and main- 
tain a file of available non-copy- 
rights and to serve as a checking 
source for the broadcasting industry. 
Under the resolution passed by 
the convention the bureau is to serve 





only those stations which subscribe 





to it 


> 


‘Wake Up’ Authoress’ 
Deaf Device Audish 


Dorothy Brande, author of the in- 


spirational book, ‘Wake Up and 
Live,’ has auditioned for Sonotone, 
pending CBS commercial for au- 
tumn. It would be a weekly quar- 
ter hour. 

Sonotone is a device for improv- 
ing the hearing of the semi-deaf. 
Topping & Lloyd is the agency, 





Kirby Joins E. Katz 


Davis Kirby, for the past year a 
member of the Yankee Network staff, 
joins E. Katz Special agency as sales- 
man in the radio rep division. Will 
work from the New York office. 

Kirby is the third eastern sales- 
men for the outfit’s radio department 
which has 15 client stations, 


Station was at one time considered 
for a CBS outlet before the chain 
bought KNX, but high figure set by 
the owners was said to have balked 
the deal. 





Controversial Sports Is 
Sponsored Forum Idea 


San Francisco, Aug. 4. 

After giving its new program, 
Time Out with Doug Montell, a two- 
weeks’ trial over KGO, San Fran- 
cisco, on Thursday nights, H. Sutliff 
Tobacco Co. has made a_ second 
change in its radio set-up. The firm’s 
current airer is the Sports Forum, a 
quarter-hour program presented by 
an incog broadcaster who discusses 
such controversial subjects as ‘Is 
horse-racing on the level?’ and ‘What 
is the inside story of the Louis- 
Schmeling fight?’ 

Sports Forum is conducted by Ira 
Blue, formerly associated with sta- 
tions in Australia, Mexico, England, 
Newark, N. J., and otbker Frisco 
transmitters. 

Previously Sutliff sponsored the 
Sportsman’s Corner, with Captain 
Gene Sullivan, rod and gun expert. 
but dropped it for a program of 





| more general appeal. 





also 
with 


got that amount as a team; 
Clark Gable, solo, when 
Dietrich on the air for Lux. 
This refutes previous report 
anent Cantor’s $8,500 from Lux, which 
includes the entire show, etc. 


Myer, KDKA, to Boston 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 4. 

Dwight Myer, plant manager of 
station KDKA here since 1929, goes 
to Boston Aug. 15 for a similar post 
with WBZ. He'll be succeeded by 
J. E. Baudino, who now holds the 
Boston pcsition, the transfer being in 
keeping with Westinghouse com- 
pany’s policy of rotating personnel 

Myer has been with the Westing- 
house outfit for 14 years. 


Hill for Realsilk 


Chicago, Aug. 4. 

Edwin C. Hill will be on new 
Realsilk program when it returns 
to the air Sunday, Oct. 4. Joseph 
Ainlie of Leo Burnett Agency will 
go to New York next week to sig- 
nature ork and other talent. 

Last spring Jack Hylton’s ork aired 
from Chicago for Realsilk but new 
program will originate in Radio City. 
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Petry, in Counter-Offensive to Trade 
Longlist Criticism, Signs Shepard 


Boston, Aug. 4. 
Fdward Petry has pulled a spec- 
tacular showmanship stunt as a 
counter-offensive to the undercur- 
rent of criticism now running 
strongly in the broadcast industry 


against station representatives. He 
has sold John Shepard, 3rd, on a 
long-term contract to continue act- 
ing as the sales rep for the Yankee 
network, revised style, which Shep- 
ard is now welding together. 

Not all of the stations in the Yan- 
kee web are individually Petry 
clients. WTIC, Hartford, is repre- 
sented by Joseph Weed, as are 
WTAG, Worcester; WLBZ, Bangor; 
WFEA, Manchester, and WCSH, 
Portland. Petry, in addition to seil- 
ing Yankee as a group, sells Shep- 
ard’s personal outlets as individual 
stations, viz, WNAC and WAAB, 
Boston; WEAN, Providence; WICC, 
Bridgeport. 

Weed and Petry have been cross- 


ing swords in the New England 
area where Weed, former New 
England web executive, is well 


acquainted. While Petry has been 
buttonholing WTIC, Hartford, to en- 
tice that important station away 
from Weed, the latter has been ac- 
tive on his own behalf. 

Shepard got together with Petry 
and issued a statement to VARIETY 
Tuesday (4), expressing a _ pro- 
longlist viewpoint in no uncertain 
terms. Stating that his papers with 
Petry are good for five years, Shep- 
ard prophetically remarked: ‘The 
first five-year definite contract with 
a national network was signed by 
Shepard with Columbia nearly five 
years ago. It was the forerunner 
of many five-year contracts made 
Jater by Columbia. Shepard like- 
wise believes that this (the Petry 
paper) is the first noncancellable 
five-year contract signed with a sta- 
tion representative, and predicts that 
it will be the forerunner of others.’ 

In addition to representing the 
New England web and Shepard’s 
own stations, Petry is also to get the 
Colonial network. Station WAAB, 
Boston, may be sold by Mutual when 
a program for it originates at WOR, 
New York; also by the New York 
State Broadcasting System when the 
program originates at WINS, New 
York; or by WHN, New York, when 
the stanza is originated there. All 
other contracts are to bé@ inked by 
Petry. 

Background 

That these spectacular arrange- 
ments were intended for showman- 
ship purposes on many fronts is evi- 
dent from their background. Petry 
is the longest of the long-listers, 
which makes Shepard’s new dictum a 
mighty voice in his behalf. 

Additionally, Petry and Shepard 

to gain a mutual advantage by 
thus ballyhooing the forthcoming 
New England web. Shepard’s old 
web as previously constituted is done 
for by WNAC’s switch to NBC, 
which means that Petry is out a 
client and Shepard a network unless 
the new venture can be sent on a 
flying start. Shepard emphatically 
states that he has his new hookup 
Just about set, but the trade can’t 
say for sure how far any actual con- 
tracts are in hand. For one thing, 
the new Shepard lineup includes a 
couple of CBS stations. How thme 
could be wired in without changing 
them to NBC stations is a mystery. 
And nobody knows whether Cherry 
& Webb might not take up their 
option to buy WTIC, Hartford, by 
Oct. 1, thus changing it to CBS and 
killing it for Shepard. 





Streeter, Radio Pioneer 
| In So. Africa, Is Dead 


Capetown, July 9. 

John Samuel Streeter, pioneer of 
broadcasting in South Africa, died 
at his home in Capetown. Years pre- 
vious to the invention of the ther- 
mionic valve, Streeter studied teleg- 
raphy without wires, getting results 
with coherers, spark coils and crys- 
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Listen, Pal— 





KMBC, Kansas City, is now 
the center of attention for sta- 
tion reps now that Arthur 
Church has announced he is 
not going to renew with Free 
& Sleininger. 


However, last week saw 
James Free _ entraining for 
Kansas City on one rattler 


while his former pal and asso- 
ciate, Cliff Sleininger, flipped 
down there on another choo- 
choo. 
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DENIES % 
REPORT 


Schenectady, Aug. 4. 
Performers here are _ reported 
grumbling at policies followed by 





Station WGY’s Artists’ Bureau. It! 


is claimed by the talent that the 
Artist Bureau does not stick to its 
own 10-15% commission clause. All 
talent is required to sign up with 


the artist bureau without being} 


guaranteed either specific income or 
specific build-ups, the complaining 
performers aver. 

On the opposite side of the argu- 
ment Kolin Hager, general manager 
of Statios WGY, states that he feels 
the Artists’ Bureau has been quite 


fair in its relations with talent. Rea- | 


soning follewed by talent in connec- 
tion with the Tide Water radio pro- 
gram is misleading Hager feels. Tal- 
ent interprets the amount of money 
appropriated by the sponsor, $70, and 
the amount paid out by the station to 
talent, $40, as proving the station 
deducts 42% commission. Hager 
states that the policy of the station 
is to pay cutside talent a higher fee 
than those who draw regular weekly 
stipends. and that those on the reg- 
ular payroll receive a small extra 
sum for added work on commercials. 

Assertions by talent that WGY has 
exceeded the fixed 10-15% commis- 
sion deductions is denied by Hager 
in toto. Outside theatrical bookings 
for WGY talent usually necessitates 
WGY splitting commissions with 
other theatrical bookers but the tal-| 
ent itself is not charged more than | 
15%, Hager states. 


LYCEUMITES 
GET RADIO NOD 
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STATIONS COUNT 
NOSES, SOUAWK 


Ask Question ‘Is it Physi- 
cally Possible to Cover 
All the New York Agen- 
cies Under Present Set- 
up?’ 








—_ 


ON DEFENSIVE 





About 50 New York station rep 
|salesmen currently comprise the to- 
tal number of peddlers wearing out | 
shoe leather in behalf of spot sta- 


Mahattan nigh onto 300 stations and 
10 regional webs are depending on 
this sales nucleus for their revenue 
from advertising agencies in the 
metropolis. 





Figures along these lines have been 


by the reps themselves, the idea be- 
ing that the short-listers are out 
to prove that the longlisters don’t 
pack proportionately as much sales 
wallop as they should. Incentive 
to this statistical warfare is a new 
drive by the long-listers for clients, 
plus stron; hints from several big- 
ger stations that they are through 
with ‘order takers’ and want to set 
up sales outfits of their own. 

In this situation the short-listers 
are tuning up their statistical theme 
song to nip the long-listers’ drive, 
as well as shoo off any trend toward 
self-representation. Feeling among 
stations on the whole, however, is 
that the figures from a general an- 
gle indicate a thoroughly unhealthy 
rep condition, 

How It Works Out 

From the station slant the reps 
viewed in the bulk patently operate 
on a very skimpy sales overhead. 
There are approximately 400 adver- 














Lecturers look ripe to get a whirl 
en the radio this fall. 


the modern equivalent of the ly- 
ceums. 


The Census 
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*1 network. 

+ 19 are Canadian, sold en bloc. 

3 networks. 

§2 networks. 

{8 networks. 


Although concert singers and mu- | 
sicians have gotten plenty of sugar | 


out of broadcasting, lecturers have 
not got muz! of a play to date. 
Exceptions have been occasional au- 
thors or lecture-minded adventurers 
in the spotlig’ t at the moment get- 
ting a now and then nod from 
Fleischmann or similar programs. 

New tendency is tentative. Pro- 
grams will be heavily padded with 
music and other light stuff to offset 
the ‘lecture.’ 





tals. He was the first in South Africa 
to give a practical demonstration of 
the valve. Converted his home-made 
outfit to telephony, and came on the 
air in 1922, broadcasting concerts 
from his private ‘Station A.A.’ 


A widow, four daughters, a son, | 


survive. 





At least two | 


pending commercials, including H. J. 
Heinz, plan to borrow spielers from | 

















| tising agencies in New York City, 
although a large majority doesn’t use 
| radio in any form. If, however, even 
| as few as 50 are possible spot pros- 
| pects, it means that many salesmen 
are peddling lists of 20 and 30 sta- 
tions to a. high as 25 agencies. 
Reps usually split up their leg- 
, work among salesmen by agencies, 
jand not by stations. Resultanily 
every salseman sells every station. 
Station men are viewing such far- 


this, an.i the effort to sell spot via 
a united campaign (which never got 


tially an admission. One station 





compiled in the past couple of days | 
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Hearst's New York State Regional 
Revamped; Scott Howe Bowen Out 





H. K. Carpenter’s Views 


Cleveland, Aug. 4, 

Informed by Variety that a 
census of New York station reps 
staffs showed nearly 300 sta- 
tions being sold by less than 50 
active salesmen, H. K. Carpenter 
of WHK expressed the view 
that this was ‘a condition that 
needed improvement.’ 

Carpenter delivered the sta- 
tions criticism of station reps in 
a formal speech at the N.A.B. 
convention. 

Carpenter finds ‘a disposition 
to cooperate’ on the part of the 
reps. Asked if the reps were 
‘on the defensive,’ Carpenter 
shied away from the phrase and 
expressed the viewpoint that 
the question is acute but that 
time will ‘gradually work out a 
more satisfactory system from 
the stations standpoint.’ 

While asking that the reps 
not be named Carpenter men- 
tioned three long-list reps who 
had declared to him an in- 
tention of shortening the num- 
ber of stations they handle. 


FRICTION IN 
THOMPSON 
AGENCY 


John U. Reber, J. Walter Thomp- 
son, v.p. in eharge of radio, may 
have to make a flying trip this week 
to the agency’s Hollywood branch 


to act as adjuster of a series of feuds 
reported within the organization. 
The west eccast unit of program pro- 
ducers and talent buyers is said to 
be battling over authority and policy. 
Most of the bickering seems to be 
revolving around one staff producer’s 
interference with another’s assigned 
programs and the rejection of talent 
booked through New York or some 
one else in the Hollywood office. It 
is the first time that a major prima 
donna situation of this sort has de- 
veloped within agency ranks. 


More WLW Accounts Go 
To Mutual Network 


Mutual Network will have two 
more accounts originating from 
WLW, Cincinnati, starting Sept. 15. 
They are Charles Denby Cigar arid 
Detective Story Magazine. Another 
sponsor added to the Mutual fold 
the past week was Liberty Maga- 
zine, which, Aug. 19, starts a series 
with Bernarr Macfadden in the cast. 

Macfadden publications will use. 
besides WLW, WOR. New York; 
WGN, Chicago, and CKLW, Wind- 
sor-Detroit. Denby hookup will con- 
sist of WLW, CKLW, WGN, WSM, 
Nashville, and WGAR, Cleveland. 


























Vie Ratner Is Back 
Vic Ratner. CBS director of adver- 
; tising and promotion, back at his 
desk last Monday (3). 
Had been away for a month taking 
a look at CBS stations out to the 
Coast and back. 








than the average rep employs, its 
| biz would be sheer over-the-transom 
, intake. 

' 


' Number of salesmen working for 
|the reps in New York is shown on 


i 


| undergoing a consolidation with that 


Following a confab at Syracuse last 
Thursday (30), the Associated Broad- 
casters of New York, Hearst-backed 
regional in the Empire State, has un- 
dergone a complete face-lifting, big- 
gest change being that Hearst Nae 


tional Sales (Hearst Radio) has now 
undertaken to sell the web nation- 
ally. Simultaneously the name of 
the hookup was changed to New 
York State Broadcasting System, 
new contracts. were issued, a rate 
card printed up, and the station list 
trimmed to six. Amid this whole- 
sale revamping, Scott Howe Bowen, 
be ho had been called in some menths 
ago as idea protege, was scratched 
off the payroll. 

Bowen’s dismissal apparently is an 
|aftermath of the NAB convention, 
where he and Edward Petry ex- 
{changed sockeroos on a train. Burt 
Squire, g.m. of Hearst's, WINS, New 
York, and prime mover in the web 
formation, reputedly cooled toward 
Bowen after the fisticuffs, and now 
has given him the pink slip. Before 
| the NAB occurrence, the Empire web 
had Bowen out drumming up biz and 
ideas. Part of the Remington-Rand 
account now carried by the web re- 
sulted from Bowen’s salesmanship. 
| New station lineup includes WINS, 
|New York; WABY, Albany; WIBX, 
|Utica;s WMBO, Auburn; WSAY, 
Rochester; and WBNY, Buffalo. Day- 
time single hour rate for the group 
is $623, while the evening figure is 
$905. Discounts go to 20%, and the 
stations are available in groups as 
well as bulk. 

Line Charges 


In essaying to sell this setup, 
Hearst Radio for the moment is 
apparently more interested in buck- 
ing up WINS’s earnings, than in 
bringing a flock of small stations un- 
der indirect Hearst domination, 
WINS has for several years been in 
the red, although the past twelve- 
month has marked a leap into 
the black. Subsequently Squire has 
toyed with the web idea both for 
prestige and sales reasons. WINS 
now holds all contracts for the new 
web, and is the cash register for the 
coin. There are also four hours of 
commercial bookings on hand which 
more than pay for the line charges. 
Latter are kept to a minimum by a 
novel system of double-hookups, thus 
taking sustaining shows possible 
without disastrous fees. 

Interference from NBC and CBS is 
not considered imminent. WIBX, 
Utica, is = CBS affiliate, but gives 
priority to CBS as per contract and 
has to date not been frowned on. 
WABY, Albany, was recently added 
to the NBC Blue, but because it had 
‘an Empire contract previously, NBC 
wrote its paper around this con- 
tingency. Empire group is further- 
more banking on sell-outs at NBC 
and CBS which would keep these 
chains from getting hardboiled with 
a crackdown. 


COLUMBIA-RALEIGH 
COMBO GETS ACCT. 


Raleigh, N. C., Aug. 4. 

Crazy Water Crystals is the first 
| sponsor to sign with WIS, Columbia 
|(S. C.) and WPTC, Raleigh (N. C.) 
| since these two stations worked out 
_a combined rate structure. Contract 
|is in the amount of $11,147.24, com- 
| prising six class B 15-minute stan- 
zas weekly for one year over both 
| stations, plus a Saturday eve hour 
on WPTF alone. 

Combination rates for the two NBC 
,outlets were put into effect last 
|month a bait for sponsors wanting 
to hit both Carolinas, 




















fiung bea‘s as practically impossible.|an accompanying chart, Omitted , 
|Reps themselves have not denied | here is Norrran Craig, whose list is Kirk Tagged V.P. 





Myron P. Kirk has been elected 


of Hollingberry; also World Broad- | v.p. in charge of radio for Ruthrauff 


| NBC, CBS and Cox & Tanz. 


started) some months ago was par-! casting, whose list is not set: plus | & Ryan. 
Latter | 
viewpoint, sometimes voiced about, | firrn is located in Philadedlphia and | had complete charge of the ether di- 
is that if any station tried to sell | work: through New York from its | vision. 
j itself locally with no more paid help ; Quaker City firing line. 


For the past year and a half he’s 


Before that he and F., B, 
| Ryan, Jr., conjointly directed it, 
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Here and There 





Jack Latham, buyer of spot time 
for Young & Rubicam, in Harbor 
Sanitarium, N. Y., having parted 
from his appendix. 





Nate Tufts of Ruthrauff & Ryan 
agency, commuting to Cleveland 
weekends to handle Goodrich’s ‘Com- 
munity Sing’ show over WTAM, 








Joseph Libby new recruit to Radio 
Enterprises, sales force. Formerly 
with the New York World-Telegram 
advertising department, 





Billy ose, singer - announcer, | 
forced to leave WGY, Schenectady, 
because of illness in 1934, returned | 
to the station last week. While re-| 
cuperating in Vermont, Rose did | 
some broadcasting over WQDM, and 
later filled an all-around assignment 
at WFFM, Plattsburg. 





Joe Haeffner, who has been filling 
triple roles of Buffalo Evening News 
radio ed and promotion ad writer 
and pia. for News station WBEN., 
relinquished his daily air column 
this week to Enoch (Bud) Squires to 
devote more time to News promo- 
tion. 








Roger Fox, formerly musical di- 
rector at KWK, now making tour of 
p.a.’s. Dick Richards succeeds him 
at St. Louis station. 





John. Loveten of Benton and 
Bowles on road promoting ‘Come On 
Let’s Sing’ in Syracuse. A local 
songfest will be held similar to net- 
work show and part of fest will be 
broadcast over WFBL, 








WCBM, Baltimore, has. received nod 
from FCC on its application to erect 
new transmitter out on northside 
sector of town and work will com- 
wrence this week. According to pres- 
ent plans new layout will be ready 
on Oct. 17. New tower being spired 
upward will be 210 feet high. 





Herbert E. Nelson, formerly of 
KMOX, St. Louis, and Nile L. Adams 
are new additions to W9XBY, Kan- 
sas City, sales force. 





Jane West, who scripts the 
O’Neill’s program for Ivory Soap 
(Procter & Gamble), will do series 
of talks before the class in journal- 


= at New York University this 
all, 





Vie Campbell now writing script 
for WKBW, Buffalo, nightly ‘Music 
for an Hour’ transcription program. 
Formerly handled by Charley War- 
ren, who has left KW for WJAY., 





Cleveland. 
announcing staff here is Radcliffe 
Hall, University of Pittsburgh grad 
and former Erie, Pa., stock player. 





KWYO, Sheridan (Wyo.), getting 
a power upping fo 250-watts and in- 
stalling new equipment. 





Gene Devitt, heretofore with 
KFJM, Grand Forks, has 


WDAY, Fargo, as station’s sixth an- 


}nourncer 





Lornie Wilkinson, program direc- 
tor of WTAQ, Green Bay (Wis.), 


time stanza, has 
crew weekly for 
neighboring burgs 

Norman MacKay of WQAM, 
Miami, rushed his wife to hospital 
few days after his return from 
N.A.B, convention, 


been touring his 
appearances in 








June Collins. and Selma Hallman, 
WIP piano-vocal team, understood 
first Philly broadcasters fo get tele- 
vision, At Farnsworth studio. 





Paula Markmann airing ‘Holly- 
wood Chatterbox’ session over 
WFIL, Philly, under name of Bar- 
bara Young, 


Helen Barrett, WCAU vocalist, 


|}and Pete Woolery, radio and nitery 


singer, tell it to the preacher in 
Philly September 16, 





J. L. Grether, Chief Engineer of 
WTAR, Norfolk, in Richmond on 
furlough, leaving John Peffer in 
charge. 





Al Jolson will air radio version of 
‘The Jazz Singer’ on Lux program, 
Aug. 10. 





John Hays, program director at 
WNEW, N. Y., leaves present capac- 
ity at the station next month, 





When Al Shayne debuts over 
WHN, New York, om Sunday, Aug. 2, 
for Sally’s Furs, he will be wel- 
comed by J, C. Flippen, Louis Sobol, 
Kenny Baker, Baby Rose-Marie and 
Don Albert’s orchestra. 





Monroe Hellinger is handling spe- 
cial events at WHIN, New York. Suc- 
eeeds Dan Golenpaul, who has left 
the outlet, 





Mid-Continent Petroleum Co. is 
having 78 quarter-hour programs 
recorded by a hillbilly troupe from 
KMBC, Kansas City, for placement 


t 
eplacing Warren on 


joined | 


om 20 stations. Work is being done 
by World Broadcasting System in 
Chicago. 





Barbara Evans, former secretary 
to Ben Gimbel, prez of WIP, Philly, 
becomes advertising manager of Op- 
penheim-Coliins, Philly women’s 
wear house, 





Boston University, first major edu- 
cational institution in New England 
to set up a bona fide radio course 
for students, will hold a ‘Behind the 
Scenes’ night, Thursday (6) at WEEI, 
Boston. 
radio students will attend. 


Tom Brock, KLRA, 








| of KGHI, Little Reck, in swtich 


| and leader of the ‘Farm Hands’ noon-| which sent Mack McKrell from 


KGHI to KLRA salestaff, 





Helen Kiley joins. publicity de- 
partment of WIP, Philly. 

Slim Wharton, tonsiler, just com- 
pleted six months’ tour, airing again 
over WIP, Philly. 








Merwyn Leve, for the past 10 
years associated with various south- 
ern siutions, joins WMT, 
Rapids, as program director of 
Wate-l>o studios 





Marvin Ferris added to staff of 
KFRO, Longview (Tex.), Used to be 
; with Y &CA, Waco, 





Gene Shumate, formerly with 
KFRY, Columbia (MO.), new sports 
announter at KRNT, Des Moines. 
Fills vucancy of Hal Parks who’s 
going to Chicago: 





Sophie Tucker guests on Ben 
Bernies American Can program 
Aug. 18 Bill Robinson .and Donaid 
Novis. follow on Aug. 25 and Sept. 
i respectively. Set by Herman 
Bernie. 





Ed Murphy, announcer at WSGN, 
Birmingham has left the station. 





Crystal Club, swanky nite spots at 
Virginia Beach, set with WTAR, 
Norfolk, to broadeast Gene Baker 
orchestra. 





Honey Beaton, vocalist, on WGH, 
Newport News, airings. now on 
WLW, Cincinnati. 





William L. Herndon, ship’s radio 
operator, joins staff of WGH, New- 
port News, Va. 





Morey Amsterdam, formerly billed 
as. ‘the world’s. greatest egotist’ with 
Al Pearce’s Gang and now on his 

(Continued on page 38) 

















Little Rock, | 


| ¢ 80 k ri : ratts days; WRR, Dallas, Tex., 
' salesman made commercial manager | °™ 1480 ke with 250 watt ays; x i 
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JELLO PROGRAM 


New York, This Week (July 31) 








Booked Thru 
Lyons-McCormick & Lyons 
Holiywood. 


RECENTLY OF JACK BENNY’'S 


LOEW’S STATE 


NEXT WEEK (AUG. 7) FOX, DETROIT 


ON BROADWAY 


FIRST 
PERSONAL 
APPEARANCE 


With Sincere 
Thanks to 
MERVYN LE ROY 

















About 150 summer school | 














FCC’s Washington Docket 


Grants and Applications 


Washington, Aug. 4. 

Very little doing at the Federal Communications Commission, with 
members of the Broadcast Division off on their summer vacations. With 
commissioners out of town, and regular weekly meeting postponed, no 
action was taken on applications. 

Few new applications were received last week and examiners turned 
in their conclusions on two new station pleas and a request for frequency 
change and power increase. 

The following applications were received: 

Virgil V. Evans, Gastonia, N. C., new station to be operated on 1420 kc 
with 100 watts; Loyal K. King, Pasadena, Calif., new station to be operated 
modification of license 








| for intermittent or simultaneous operation. of WRR and KVPA into a 


| 


| 


Cedar | 


single vertical radiating tower; KMLB, Monroe, La., 
100 watts to 100 watts night, 250 watts days. 


increase power from 


Examiners’ Reports 


Power boost and frequency change for WJBO, Baton Rouge, La., now 
operating on 1420 ke with 100 watts, was okayed last week by Examiner 
Melvin H. Dalberg, providing two other pending applications are turned 
down by the commish. Granting of transmitter’s request for the 1120 ke 
ribbon and 500 watts power would tangle with WISN, Milwaukee Hearst 
station, and WHB, Kansas City, Mo., Dalberg ruled, in the event that 
either of the latter stations’ applications should be granted. 

WJBO, owned by Charles P. Manship, Sr., Charles P. Manship, Jr., and 
G. V. Porter and doing business as the Baton Rouge Broadcasting Co., 
Inc., was found fo be in good financial shape and capable of carrying out 


| its proposed program of improvements involving expenditure of $12,000. 


i nights, I kw days. 





Owners, whe also publish two Baton Rouge rags, the State Times and 
Morning Advocate, haye been spending money on equipment, upkeep and 
salaries, but corporation showed total capital and surplus of $42,195, 

Applications of WISN and WHB, now before the commish, are the only 
two flies in the ointment. Both transmitters have asked for the same 1120 
ke frequency for which WJBO is angling. WISN has requested permission 
to use 1 kw unlimited, while the Kansas City station wants 500 watts 
Granting of either of the applications would create 
an interference snarl with WJBO, Dalberg pointed out, if the latter should 
go on 1120 ke with 500 watts. 

In order to dodge interference with WTAW, College Station, Tex., which 
also operates on 1129 ke with 500 watts specified, WJBO’s application 
proposes to suspend operation from 8 to 9 p.m., Mondays and Fridays, 
while WTAW is on the air. 

Station for Superior, Wisc., was indicated by Dalberg’s favorable re- 
action to the request of Fred A. Baxter, former Mayor of Superior and 
also a state senator, for a 100-watter to operate on 1200 ke. Squawks 
from local merchants that the advertising rates of WEBC—NBC affiliate 
and the only transmitter at present located in Superior—were too high 
to allow them to buy time, helped Baxter to establish his point that the 
town needs broadcast facilities of a purely local nature. 

Couple of pending applications for the same assignment, filed from 
Duluth, Minn., involve questions of interference, in the event Baxter’s 
request should be granted, but Dalberg found the former Mayor’s appli- 
cation ‘in accordance with the public interest, convenience and necessity,’ 
notwithstanding the previous claims filed with the Commish. 

Tug-of-war for a station for Visalia, Calif. loomed when Examiner 
R. H. Hyde recommended granting the application of the Tulare-Kings 
Counties Radio associates for a 250-watter to operate days on the H90 kc 
frequency. Application for a transmitter for the same town, requesting 
100 watts power and the 1310 kc frequency, already is pending before 
the Commish. 

New applicants are a group of newspaper publishers, forming the 
Visalia Publishing Company, which publishes the Visalia Times Delta. 
Individuals involved are Homer W. Wood, publisher of the Porterville 
Recorder; Percy M. Whiteside, publisher of the Tulare Advance Register 
and Times, and J. E. Richmond, publisher of the Hanford Sentinel and 
Journal. 

Campaign to add-radio broadeasting to their mass production of news- 
papers is substantially aided by a need for local service in the San 
Joaquin Valley area, but the pending application for a smallie—filed by 
Clark Standiford—is in the way. According to Hyde’s report: “There is 
some argumentative testimony to the effect that a 100-watt station oper- 
ating on 1310 ke with unlimited hours of operation would serve more 
people than a 250-watt station operating on the frequency of 1190 ke day- 
time hours, but no evidence on this point of sufficient definiteness to have 
any probative value.’ . 

Hyde recommended granting of the Visalia publishers application “if 
the application of Ciark Standiford is not granted before this case is 
considered.’ 








HOW STORIES GROW 


Rumor Increases Cargill’s Miniature 
Plane to Full-Size 


Sponsors Sharing Same 
Talent Not Grade A Idea 

















Macon, Ga., Aug. 4. 


Telephones at WMAZ were kept 
busy here one day last week when 
reports began to fly that E. K. Car- 
gill, station’s president, had cracked- 
up in a plane at the new municipal 
airport. 

Investigation proved that Cargill 
had simply taken his home-built min- 
iature model to the new field and 
had set the plane going under its 
gasoline powered motor. The plane, 
a three footer, circled the field but 
ran amuck of the electric power line. 
Resulting crash put the story plane 
out of commission, 

When the story got around, the 
plane had been increased in size to 
regular monoplane dimensions and 
Cargill himself was reported an oc- 
cupant, 





WEAN’s New Site 
Providence, Aug. 4. 

WEAN, Shepard’s, has purchased 
property in the neighboring town 
of East Providence for use in the 
construction of a broadcasting sta- 
tion. Property purchased Saturday 
(1) anc work of clearing ground will 
start at once, James Jennison, WEAN 
manager, announced. Shepard’s is 
the last of the three outlets in Provis 
dence to go outside of the city for 
land to build broadcasting units. All 
three stations, WJAR, NBC; WPRO, 
Mutual, and Inter-City are now all 

located in East Providence, 





San Francisco, Aug. 4. 

John Nesbitt may find himself with 
one sponsor instead of two shortly, 
as an aftermath of his appearance on 
the Bank of America National Trust 
and Savings Ass’n’s new House of 
Melody program over NBC stations 
KPO, San Francisco, and KFI, Los 
Angeles, Tuesday nights. 

Nesbitt, signed by the Duart Sales 
Co. under a long-term contract 
which provides for salary increases 
and presented by the face cream 
makers over the NBC-Red web on 
the Coast Sunday nights and over the 
Don Lee chain Thursdays, obtained 
permission from -Duart execs to act 
as commentator on the House of 
Melcdy broadcasts with the proviso 
that their program, The Passing Pa- 
rade, be mentioned in continuity and 
in all ads and press releases on the 
bank musicale. 

After the first Melody broadcast 
July 28, Duart heads decided that 
Nesbitt’s appearance on the program 
was rot worth enough to them to 
warrant it. Now they are looking 
for a new commentator who may re- 
place Nesbitt on the Duart program. 





Weper at Radioland 
Cleveland, Aug. 4. 

Freddy Weper, former music di- 
rector of Palace theatre here, is back 
in town as stage director for Radio- 
land at Great Lakes Expo. 

Weper is also conducting a house 
band from the Expo over the Mutual 
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Washington Curious as Waterbury 
Asks for Two Repeater Stations 





Washington, Aug. 4. 


Possible change in government 
policy regarding construction of 
pooster stations to intensify cover- 
age and expand audiences was seen 
last week following requests of 
WIXBS, Waterbury, Conn., for per- 
mits to build duplicating transmit- 
ters at New Haven and Bridgeport. 

While the Federal Communications 
Commission has sanctioned synchro- 
nized operation in several parts of 
the nation, filing of pleas for consent 
to use a shared channel and to lo- 
cate repeaters close together is re- 
garded as significant. Industry spies 
consider it unlikely that WIXBS’ 
application would have been filed 
without sounding out the Commish 
to make sure at least an impartial 
hearing would be granted. 

This opinion -is strengthened by 
attitude reflected by Andrew D. 
Ring, assistant chief engineer in 
charge of broadcasting problems. 
While careful not to speak- for the 
Commish, Ring told Variety Satur- 
day (1) he personally feels there is 
a definite place for such stations.’ 

Difference between the Water- 
burv-New Haven-Bridgeport plans 
and existing synchronized operations 
—such as WBZ, Springfield, and 
WBZA, Boston—is that always in the 
past the duplicating stations have 
used cleared chanrwls and have been 
relatively far apart. Furthermore, 
the dual transmission has been eyed 
as experimental, while no perma- 
nent general rule on the question 
ever has been adopted. 

In the Connecticut situation, the 
proposed boosters would use the 
same fre juency as the parent station 
—one of the few high-fidelity ex- 
perimental transmitters operating on 
the ribbons between 1500 and 1600 
kc—and the geographical separation 
would be sma’. Each would be a 
100 watter. 

Precedents 

Consequently, if the Commish 
grants consent for the proposed sta- 
tions, precedent might be set which 
would cause major upsets in indus- 
try operating methods. Any gen- 
eral decision to tolerate boosters 





Es 





would open the way for hordes of 
pleas for permission to circle major 
cities with repeaters and might even 
lead to demands for the right to 
build whole chains of duplicating 
stations across the land. 

The Waterbury application raises 
the question presented a few years 
back when Columbia sought to have 
WJSV, Alexandria, a 10 kw. trans- 
mitter, use the same frequency (860) 
as the network key station, WABC, 
New York. On that occasion, stiff 
fight was rnade to convince govern- 
ment czars that duplication and syn- 
chronization are the coming thing, 
but the Commish nixed the scheme. 

Question may be deferred until 
after the October broadcast policy 
hearings, and so far there has been 
no reliable outside evidence that the 
Commish is on the verge of doing an 
about-fact. But the proposition has 
been raised in a manner which may 
have far-reaching effects. 


RADIO MURDER SEEN 
NEARING SOLUTION 


Detroit, Aug. 4. 
Solution of the Jerry Buckley 
murder, which occurred six years 
ago when the WMBC commentaior 
was at heighth of his vice crusading, 


is believed imminent with surrender 
of Leonard ‘Black Leo’ Cellura, ex- 
racketeer and operator of several 
cabarets and niteries here in the gin- 
and-racket days. 

Cellura surrendered to police here 
last week after being sought six 
years, because ‘hiding is worse than 
jail.” While ‘claiming to be a good 
friend of Buckley and not admitting 
the slaying, Cellura promised to tell 
all during his trial, set for early 
hearing. 

Cellura, whose nite club holdings 
included the Kit Kat Club in down- 
town Detroit, is also wanted in 
slaying of two Chicago dope peddlers 
here shortly before the Buckley 














Woman-Hater 





London, July 26. 

Official of the B. B. C. is urg- 
ing the Board to imitate the 
Australian Broadcasting Com- 
mission in banning women 
broadcasters whose husbands 
are employed by the radio com- 
pany. Only this one wants to 
go further and bar employment 
to all married women. 

If he succeeds, British broad- 
casting will lose many of its 
most popular personalities, and 
the banning of officials’ wives 
would put a number of familiar 
turns off the air, 


CBS Auditions 
Talent, Barkers 
For KNX Duties 


Hollywood, Aug. 4. 


Announcers and talent who will 
officiate over KNX when station 
passes to Columbia Broadcasting con- 
trol in mid-September, will be se- 
lected following series of auditions 
conducted by CBS execs over last 
weekend. Sitting in judgment were 
Bill Lewis, Don Thornburgh, and 
Charles Vanda. 

Totai of 16 barkers were auditioned 
for the half dozen announcer jobs 
that will be open. Talent selected 
will be used on sustaining programs 
until Jan. 1 when former Guy Ear] 
station goes on CBS network. 

Meanwhile, hundreds of amateur 
entertainers are being auditioned in 
series of talent tournaments from 
which will be selected half a dozen 
individuals or acts to be used on the 
California Hour over Don Lee CBS 
coast chain in a salute to Los An- 
geles Aug. 10. Those chosen each 
draw prize of $40, and will- enter 
statewide tourney of the radio hour, 
with a grand prize of $500 and radio 
contract as the top goal. 

















Annette McCullough, WGY, Schen- 
ectady, singer, off the air last week 
due to the death of her father. 











Wheaties Ordered by Govt to Stop 


Posing as Philanthropic Outfit 





LYDIA PINKHAM WELCOME 


Looks Like Mutual May 
Some Biz There 





Pick Up 





Inquiries which Erwin-Wasey 


passed out during the past two weeks | 
whether their sta-| 
tions would accept Lydia Pinkham | 


to reps asking 


discs have resulted in a much high- 
er number of okays than was an- 
ticipated. Some stations, notably 
the NBC-owned group and Hearst, 
nixed the femme tonic biz, but on 
the whole the spot crowd was amen- 
able. 
reported as eyeing a time spot on 
the Mutual web. 

Agency figures that as long as 
most of MBS’s individual members 
answered ‘yes’ to the query, there 
should be no reason why the web 
would refuse the account. No pa- 
pers signed with Mutual as yet. 
Reps, however, are anxiously plug- 


ging for spot, since the tentative | 
schedule is. sizeable and makes 
promises of presenting only the 


most hoity-toity stanzas. 


GERALD KING, KFWB, 
QUITS AFTER 10 YRS. 


Hollywood, Aug. 4. 

Gerald King, for past 10 years 
general manager of radio KFWB 
here, terminated his job suddenly 
Saturday (1) following a verbal tilt 
with Jack L. Warner over station 
policies, - 

Harry Maizlich, 








exploiteer for 


Warners on Coast for past six and a/| 


half years, was immediately named 
to replace, and stepped in that night. 
Bill Rey, former chief announcer 
of KFWB, returns to that station as 
busin.ss manager. 
He had dropped out of radio fc 
a year in = business venture. 





Louise Receconi, who sings and 
writes script for KVI, CBS outlet in 
Tacoma, Wash., is vacashing in San 
Francisco. 


Resultantly Erwin-Wasey is| 





Washington, Aug. 4. 
Continuing its campaign against 
misleading broadcasts, Federal Trade 
Commission last week went after the 


manufacturers of ‘Wheaties’ with a 
complaint that advertising continui- 
ties used in their nation-wide broad- 
casts are phonies. 

Breakfast food big-shots were 
|charged with posing as philanthro- 
|pists in programs professing that 
| part of the proceeds from the sale 
|of ‘Wheaties’ was used to help out 
| individuals in need of medical atten- 
ition. Outfit—General Mills, Inc., of 
Minneapolis—admitted that ‘in radio 
broadcasts advertising Wheaties, cer- 
tain characters impersonated and re- 
ferred to are fictitious persons.’ Ac- 
cording to Commish officials, cereal 
makers have agreed to quit repre- 
senting that ‘any of the proceeds 
from the sale of ‘Wheaties’ is used 
to defray the costs of an operation 
or medical attention for a fictitious 
| person named in a broadcast, or that 
lany such operation or medical at- 
| tention is dependent upon the sale of 
“Wheaties’.’ 

Commish also tripped up the Nacor 
Medicine Co., of Indianapolis, for its 
broadcasts asserting that its remedies, 
‘Nacor’ and ‘Nacor Caps’ will bene- 
fit ‘all persons’ suffering from asthma 
and bronchitis. Tonsil-soothing con- 
coctions do not measure up to claims 
of the manufacturers, Commish 
charged. 

Nacor Co. was asked to show cause 
on Aug. 28 why a cease and desist or- 
der should not be issued against it. 








| 








‘Mr. Household Hints’ Is 
W9XBY’s Sportscaster 


Kansas City, Aug. 4. 

Inevitable household hints pro- 
gram has been given a new twist by 
W9XBY. Walt Lochman, who has 
built a following with his baseball 
broadcasts, is now doing the half- 
hour daily hinting stint for the 
kitchen mechanics. 

Idea born when a sift of Loch- 
man’s mail showed most of it came 
from women’s listeners, 








The danger to be avoided in radio “test” 


murder. 





| A Misleading Test is WORSE 
than No Test 





campaigns is that the test may not be suf- 
ficiently comprehensive to be a fair one. 


New program ideas, new treatment of 
commercial copy, new products deserve 
a try-out that gives them a real chance 


for success. 


A test campaign on WLW not only in- 
sures the largest possible single station 
audience, but also the audience most 


nearly ty 
THE CROSLEY RADIO CORPORATION - 





pical of the entire nation. 
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Progam from Germany's Olympics 
Sound Pretty Good to U.S. Radio Trade 


Opinion in trade circles is that the 
American networks have so far done 
a good job in transcribing the 
Olympics but that the interest all 
along the line could be stepped up 
considerably if more field events 
were included in the broadcasts. 
Both Bill Slatcr, NBC’s chief mikester 
at the Olympics, and Bill Henry, of 
the CBS staff, are rated as giving 
nifty accounts of themselves in the 
various pickups allotted them. Slater, 
it is pointed out, seems to be more 
interested in bringing the winners to 
the mike than in relaying what is 
actually happening or has happened 
en the cinders. 

One criticism heard is that Caesar 
Searchinger, Columbia’s European 
rep, overtalks his comments and im- 
presses little from the expert angle. 
Curiosity has been aroused as to why 
Ted Husing, who is on the scene, 
hasn’t been put on for more airing 
of track events. CBS explains that 
Husing is over there for his health 
and his participation is most of the 
helping-out sort, Husing is consid- 
ered the best man on track report- 
ing, radio or newspaper. 

Trade listeners were highly im- 
pressed with ~ e way the networks 
handled the pageantry or opening of 
the Olympics, with the pickup of te 
amplifiers in the stadium coming 
through with exceptional clarity. 
Latter included the musical back- 
ground, which featured a 125-piece 
symphony orchestra playing the 
Olympic hymn written especially for 








the occasion. The showmanship 
staging of this event was colorfully 
conveyed through the loudspeakers. 

Fact that most of the broadcasts 
took place during the day was a 
break for American listeners, as re- 
fiected in the almost uniformly good 
reception. 





TEDDY BERGMAN and BERT GOR- 

DON 
Comed: 

8 Mins. 
FLEISCHMANN’S YEAST 
Thursday, 8 p. m., EDST 
WEAF, New York 

(J. Walter Thompson) 

Lack of care in getting their com- 
edy crossfire into the mike so that 
good receptivity is assured mars the 
work of Teddy Bergman and Bert 
Gordon, dialecticians, who went on 
the Rudy Vallee hour Thursday 
night (30). Both Bergman and Gor- 
don pour out their material too loud- 
ly. Moreover they crowd the mike 
with their lines. .When caught they 
seemed to be in too much of a hurry, 
with result some of the gab is lost.. 

Bergman and Gordon deal in Yid- 
dish dialect, come separately from 
the vaude stage and are pretty well 
known. Both have been doing vari- 
ous chores on the air. Both are 
basically clever comics. 

Boys put on a little sketch in which 
one plays an alimony jail victim, 
the other a lawyer. Their crossfire 
takes the form of arguing with each 
other, Closes patter in song ee 

ar. 





Claudette Colbert has been spotted 
on Came! Caravan, Sept. 22. 
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HILDEGARDE 

Singing 

6 Mins. 

FEISCHMANN’S YEAST 

Thursday, 8 p.m., EDST. 

WEAF, New York i 
J. Walter Thompson 

Hildegarde, the Milwaukee choir 
singer who rocketed to fame in Eng- 
land and on the Continent, should 
have little trouble on the American 
air waves. Listeners should take to 
her kindly. Debut sent her over ef- 
fectively and seemed to establish for 
radio audiences another dependable 
personality, 

Appearing on the Rudy Vallee 
Fleischmann Yeast hour, with Vallee 
giving her an introductory buildup, 
Hildegarde did two numbers. 
first, ‘Foolish Things Remind Me of 
You,’ brings out a voice and tech- 


nique that quickly reminds of Helen | 
Morgan, while her other, ‘Life Story. | 
of a Piano,’ is in the Beatrice Lillie | 


manner but not at all naughty. 
Hildegarde’s diction is very good, 
har, 


COLUMBIA WORKSHOP 
Irving Reese 

Radio Experiments, Drama 
30 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Saturday, 8:30 p.m., EDST 
WABC, New York 

Combining novel radio experi- 
ments and swift drama in tabloid 
fashion, this looks like promise of a 
Columbia sustainer. While it seems 
obvious that the first half of the half 
hour, devoted to radio experimenta- 
tion, might easily become tiresome, 
i. provides contrast to dramatization 
that follows in last half. 

On program caught, Irving Reese, 
ex-Columbia engineer who concocted 
entire idea, conducts series of radio 
stunts. comparing the old carbon 
microphones with present-day one 
and illustrating how sound is delayed 
in transmission when it goes out over 


wires. as against dircet pick-up. 
Frances Fuller aided capably in 
demonstration. 


Carrying out the idea of how ef- 
fectively sound effects, with brief, 
punchy lines, can be employed to 
present a radio sketch, program con- 
ductors presented ‘Cartwheels,’ from 
the pen of Vic Knight. Announced 
that 23 different scenes would be 
projected, 34 characters introduced 
(portrayed by only nine people) and 
that the action would cover 50 years. 
Entire proceedings followed schedule 
and done in 15 minutes flat. 

‘Cartwheels,’ which opens in Phila- 
delphia feder 1 mint with the idea 
solidly planted of one man’s obses- 
sion t> locate a valuable dollar made 
so because of error in printing of 
minting date. Supposed to have been 
coined in 1884, date when playlet 
opens, this one of three dollars er- 
roneously minted is worth $25,000 
to coin collectors. Fired from the 
mint for his carelessness, story un- 
folds the man’s relentless and un- 
successful search for this ‘cartwheel’ 
over a span of 50 years. Deft fade- 
outs keep action moving from scene 
to scene with only 10 lines spoken at 
most in each blackout. Scripters 
follow the missing silver dollar 
through every walk of life. 

No members of cast credited, 
though all were proficient for task 
at hand. Neither is director given 
billing, although obviously he had 
much to do with smooth and dexter- 
ous progress. 

It’s possible idea might be trimmed 
or developed for sponsorship. 

Wear, 


‘SIGNAL DAYS’ 
With True Boardman 
Dramatic Narrative 
5 Mins. 
BULLOCKS DEP’T. STORE 
Mon. thru Fri., 8:25 p.m. 
KHJ, Los Angeles 

(Dana Jones Co.) 

Straight narration of man’s use of 
signals as method of communication. 
First was the radio beam in which 
Narrator Boardman boomed dra- 


matically through the three minutes_ 


allotted him to thumbnail the oft- 
told tale of how the Titanic ignored 
the wireless warning of the Cali- 
fornia and crashed to its doom 
against an iceberg. Boardman has 
the tonal: quality to hold his listen- 
ers and builds to the smash climax. 
Sound effects could have been used 
to good advantage to accentuate the 
last tragic moments of those on 
board. 

Others in the brief series will in- 
clude Call to Worship, Signals of Vic- 
tory, American Independence and 
Signals of the Jungle. Carroll 
O’Meara authored the group. 

Sponsor ties in tagline with August 
clearance sale of similar title, signal 
days of value. Helm. 


BARNEY GLAZER 
Film chatter 
10 Mins. 
Mons. 6:20 p.m. 
KFAC, Los Angeles 
Getting so out Hollywood way that 


every station must have one or more | 


film chatterers, and KFAC is no ex- 
ception. Principal part of this 10- 
minute weekly expose of ‘inside’ film 
news is that most of it isn’t new, with 
a majority of the matter taken bodily 
from Daily Variety. 

Glazer has a good style of delivery, 
with clear enunciation, but doesn’t 
seem to realize the difference be- 
tween purely trade news and infor- 
mation that theatre-going fans are 
interested in. Glazer is not the Par- 
amount studio’s Barney Glazer. 


Okay stuff for the smailer station |. 
Edwa, 


clientele, 





Her | 





MEREDITH WILLSON STRINGS 
With John Nesbitt to 
Music, Commentator 

30 mins. 

BANK OF AMERICA 

Tuesday, 9:00 p.m. PST. 

KPO, San Francisco 
(Charles R. Stuart, Inc.) 
Bank of America’s newest air ven- 
ture, House of Melody, designed to 
encourage Californians to buy or 
build their own homes with the as- 
sistance of the bank’s Timeplan 
financing, got off to a swell start 
with Meredith Willson, NBC’s West- 
ern Division general music super- 
visor, batoning a 24-piece string or 
in familiar selections drawn from a 
variety of sources, ranging from the 

classics to current pop tunes. 
Strings, playing special arrange- 
ments, were easy on the ears, an 


: -gan-like richness of tone | °" 
almost organ-like richn¢ tis in jingle form, with an impresario 


|character and his assistant doing the 


lending new charm to numbers that 
otherwise might have seemed hack- 
neyed. Music was chosen to appeal 
presumably to home lovers and in- 
cluded such w.k. airs as ‘Beautiful 
Ohio,’ ‘Sweethearts’ and Meditation 
from ‘Thais.’ Theme number, com- 
posed especially for the program by 
Willson, is one of his most melodi- 
ous creations. 

Nesbitt, who appears on the pro- 
gram by arrangement with his regu- 
lar sponsor, Duart Sales Co., ap- 
propriately described himself as 
‘your talkative guide.’ His comments 
between the ork selections, intended 
to sugest homey scenes, were over- 
long and lacking in point. Commer- 
cial announcements, also handled by 
Nesbitt, were too.wordy to hold at- 
tention throughout. Nesbitt’s best 
contributions. to the program were 
his two narratives, one concerning 
the composition of ‘Ich Liebe Dich’ 
by Grieg and the other describing 
an incident on board the sinking 
Titanic in connection with the play- 
ing of Mendelssohn’s ‘Wedding 
March.” 

Musically the program is a honey 
and should win many friends for the 
sponsor. Nesbitt, with a large fol- 
lowing for his twice-weekly Pass- 
ing Parade broadcasts, should also 
click with shorter, less sentimental 
comments. Some objections to the 
fact that most of the ork numbers 
were not identified can easily be 
overcome, Elbs, 


‘HEROES OF TODAY’ 
Music, Tales 

15 Mins. 

HI-SPEED GASOLINE 
Mon.-Fri.; 6:15 p. m. 
WIR, Detroit. 

Not a bad sub for the Jimmy Al- 
len series on this station during the 
summer, but it’s doubtful if ‘hero’ 
show has enough punch for the kids. 
Aired nightly 6:15 to 6:30. 

Music (disc) is provided by Hi- 
Speed ork, a male soloist and group 
singers. Deed of bravery dramatiza- 
tion is spotted between music and 
consumes about four minutes. 

At show caught (31), story lauded 
17-year-old Detroit girl who saved 
two boys from a mad dog. Script, by 
Gordon Castle, runs swiftly and is 
acted well. Commercial spiel is 
kept at minimum, Pete, 





| idea, 





‘SHOW ON WHEELS’ 
With Jerry Sears Orchestra, Midge 


Williams, Corinna Mura, Barry 
McKinley, Tempo King, Tune 
Twisters, 

30 Mins. 

Sustaining 


WIZ, New York 

A typical summertime variety of- 
fering although production displays 
more care and ingenuity than usual 
for such a_ sustaining fling. Kay 
Swift and Albert Stillman are han- 
dling, creating the musical flourishes 
and rhyming lyrics which are used 
in place of straight talk. 

Title is derived from a caravan 
though production is minus 
gypsy carefree trimmings. Sound ef. 
fects of whirring motor, makes it 


lclear that the troupe is traveling in 


comfort and style. All m.c. palave: 


talking. 
Cast included Midge Williams 
(novelty Harlemese songstress): 


Corinna Mura (nice Latin-American 
diva who also strums a neat guitar): 
Barry McKinley (low-pitched vocal. 
izer); Tune Twisters (iving up to 
their names in swing fashion) and 
Tempo King (more. swing, plus 
piano) and Jerry Sears orchestra. 
Latter will probably be on weekly, 
Swift-Stillman cémbo is not cred- 
ited verbally, but their particular 
chores display favorable possibilities 
for lifting show from a standard 
groove. Brat, 


AL SHAYNE—BABY ROSE-MARIE 
WITH DON ALBERT ORCHESTRA 

Jay C. Flippen, Ray Saunders 

Variety 

60 Mins. 

SALLY’S FUR STUDIO 

Sanday, 1:30 P. M,. 

WHN, New York 


An okay Sunday matinee variety 
show running a full hour with Al 
Shayne, Baby Rose-Marie (now quite 
an adolescent) and Don Albert as the 
standard-bearers. They’re a good 
nucleus, aided and abetted by Ray 
Saunders as the Jimmy Wallingford- 
esque announcer and Col. Jay C, 
Flippen of the WHN-Louis K. Sidney 
forces as supplementary straight. 

For the inaugural there were also 
added trimmin’s in the persons of 
Louis Sobol, the N. Y. Journal’s 
Broadway columnist, who doubled 
from the downstairs Loew’s State 
(N. Y.) Theatre for a gag: Nick 
Kenny, radic ed of the N. Y. Mirror; 
Dorothy Burgess, from Hollywood; 
Andrea Marsh, songstress, and Abe 
Lyman, the maestro, for a guest- 
baton trick with ‘Dark Eyes,’ a swell 
Don Albert arrangement, inciden- 
tally. 

Mainstays of the show are Al 
Shayne, now more or less of a stand- 
ard with this sponsor, and Baby 
Rose-Marie, who gives out a sophis- 
ticated torch despite her juvenile 
billing. However, Col. Flippen took 
curse off it by ad libbing that she’s 
a vet in experience, if not in years, 
but then again the girl (like the boy) 
grows older. : 

Albert’s crack orchestra, an heri- 
tage from his Capitol theatre (N. 
Y.) background, know how to swing 


(Continued on page 38) 
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RADIO SHOWMANSHIP 


Stunts, Novelties, Tie-Ups 








—_—_— 


Outstanding Stunts: 





‘FIGHTING EDITORS.’ 
TIE-IN PROGRAMS. 
KLZ, DENVER. 











Winning Newspaper Good-Will 


Denver. 
KLZ has consumatea a trade deal 
with 71 papers, daily and weekly, 


members of the Colorado Press As- 
sociation, through which the papers 
will print the programs of the radio 
station. KLZ in return is putting 
on a series of programs called ‘Fight- 
ing Editors,’ each of which will 
dramatize either the founding or 
some exploit of one of the papers or 
some editor. 

Numerous editors attended the 
first of the broadcasts at the KLZ 
studios. 





Bob Burns’ Builder-Upper 
Little Rock, Ark. 

Radio Station, KGHI, Little Rock, 
100-watter sister station to KLRA, 
Arkansas’ Columbia outlet, showed 
showmanship when’ microphones 
were lugged to ticket window in 
front of l-ulaski theatre, where Bob 
Burns personal appearanced the 
world premiere of ‘Rhythm on the 


Range.’ Notables, including Senator 
Joseph T. Robinson and Harvey 
Couch, as well as state, city and 


county officials said few words as 
they entered theatre. Climax to 
hour-long broadcast was talk by Bob 
Burns himself and a Bazooka solo. 


Ray Lang scored as master of 
ceremonies of program. 
Burns’ personal appearance li- 


maxed a full day’s program, includ- 
ing downtown street parade by his 
famous ‘uncles’ and cther kinsmen 
from Van Buren. Burns scorned 
late model automobile and rode in 
1911 model, which sprang flat tire 
just as parade started. 

Entire program was part of state’s 
centennial program. 





Van Buren, Ark. 

Tops in personal radio exploita- 
tion was the campaign launched for 
Bob Burns (Robin Burn) when he 
visited his native Van Buren, Ark.. 
last week. Local weekly inserted 
16-page section, devoted in its en- 
tirety to Burns and his bazooka. 





Three full pages were given over 
to his biog. Merchants and indus- 
tries took half pages to welcome 
back their No. 1 citizen. Kraft 
cheese, which sponsors Burns’ radio 
act, had an extra 10,000 copies run 
off for their salesmen. 

(Lumm and Abner used a similar 
showmanship stunt in connection 
with Pine Ridge, Arkansas.) 





Cheap Prospect List 
St. Louis. 

Happy Green, who handled ‘The 
Homemaker’ show over KMOX 
every morning for the Arthur R. 
Lindburg Co., St. Louis director for 
Westinghouse electric refrigerators, 
has a slick stunt for obtaining pros- 
pects for the Lindburg salesmen. On 
each program Green asks the list- 
eners to ’phone him after the 15- 
minute show is concluded and an- 
swer three simple questions: ‘How 
much do you pay a month for ice?’; 
‘How many in your family?’ and 
‘What is your monthly food bill?’ 

For these answers he promises to 
send a representative to show that 
in three years enough money can be 
saved by any family to amortize the 


cost of a Westinghouse refrigerator. : 


Special operators are necessary at 


; KMOX to take care of ’phone calls 


and enough prospects are lined up 
each morning to supply the entire 
sales forces at Lindburg’s for the 
entire day. 





KMOX’s Novelty Folder 


St. Louis. 

KMOX has distributed a novel 
folder ballyhooing the fact that the 
station has placed with 26 St. Louis 
ricture theatres a trailer plugging 
two of its commercial programs. 
One is the France Laux baseball 
broadcasts and the other the ‘Mae 
Perkins’ series. 

Inside portion of the folder dis- 
closes the picture of a film theatre 
and audience, while in the middle of 
the proscenium there tas been in- 
serted a 16 m.m. reproduction of one 
of the frames in the trailer, 





Boy Scouts as Jurors 
Kansas City. 
A kid program cooked up by 
M. H. Straight, WHB_ continuity 
editor, was auditioned with a troop 
of Boy Scouts from a local orphans’ 
home in the gallery for audience re- 
action. The scouting gentry were 
given a quiz after earfulling three of 





the transcriptions. Quiz was to find 
out how well the action got across 
and whether the script, which is 
strictly non-thunder and non-shot- 
‘em-dead, was appealing to the kids. 

Lads were given camping equip- 
ment for the best papers. 





‘Good Will Court’ Stunts 
New York City. 
Active job of p.a.’ing is being car- 
ried on by Ed Lewis for True Story’s 
‘Good Will Court.’ First Lewis 
mailed out a flock of vestpocket dic- 
tionaries with a card reading: ‘Look 
up all the rave word. you can find 
in this dictionary. You will need 


them after you listen to True Story’s} 


‘Good Will Court.’ 


Lately there’s been a 





followup | 


stunt in the forru of a facsimile sum- | 


mons. Says: ‘You are hereby sum- 
moned to appear before your radio 
next Sunday evening and hear ‘Good 
Will Court.’ If you fail to answer 
this summons, you will deprive your- 
self of being amone the first who are 
already acclaiming this as 1936’s out- 
standing radio program.’ 





Straw Vote Stuff 
Longview, Tex. 
KFRC is tying in with the politica! 
situation by conducting a straw vote 
on the Democratic primaries. Bal- 
lots are mailed to all voters of Gregg 
County, and can be marked for na- 
tional, state an“ local candidates. 
Results are broadcast daily in an 
early evening stanza. 





Not for Kitchen Mechanics 
Birmingham. 

A program entitled ‘For Ladies 
Only’ and meaning just that has 
been launched by Steve Cisler, stu- 
dio director of WSGN. Running a 
half hour daily, beginning at 
p. m., the spot is m.c.’d by Kate Dun- 
can Smith, society editor of the 
‘Age-Herald,’ new operators of the 
station. 

Program is different from most 
women’s programs in that such 
things as cooking recipes, household 
hints and such things are not to be 
included. Instead, Kate Duncan 
Smith will interview women’s clubs 
and leading female civic leaders on 
problems of the day, etc. The idea 
will be to get over the diversity and 
intellectuality of women of the day. 





‘Our Bee-utee-ful City’ 
Spartanburg, S. C. 

Desiring to build up a greater ex- 
tent popularity among 19 surround- 
ing counties for the station and 
owner newspapers. The Citizen- 
Times, WWNC staged a series of 19 
broadcasts in which local speakers 
were permitted to laud the scenic 

(Continued on page 38) 


Stations Chary of Father Coughlin: 
Fear His Intemperate Language 





Network Chart 


Three network contracts were 
added to the fall biz list last week, 
two for NBC and one for Mutual. 
CBS, as close to a complete eve- 
ning sell-out as it ever has been in 
its history, meanwhile is marking 





! ° 
| time and has inked in nothing new 


| the Red into the 





Duo that NBC garnered is for Satur 
day night, and is rapidly bringing 
Sabbath eve sell- 


out class. On the carmine link there 
remains but one and a half open 
hours on Saturday following the 
new bookings. Latter are: 


Sealtest Laborateries (subsidiary 
of National Dairy Products): unde- 
cided show, Saturdays, 8 to 9 p.m. 
Basic Red, with WLW, Cincinnati, 
and the SE and SC hookups. Starts 
Oct. 17. 

G. Washington Coffee: ‘Jim Wil- 
liams—Prof. Quiz,’ Saturdays, 7:30 to 
8 p.m. Over the new NBC managed- 


and-owned network (WRC. WGY. 
WTAM, Chicago, WJZ, WBZ-A. 
KDKA). (Note: NBC has definitely 


placed this stanza among its 
tracts although the agency 


con- 
is not 


completely set on its procedure; the ! 


show is now on CBS, but will have 
to shift because of other biz). Ten- 
tatively starts Sept. 19. 

Mutual’s new singleton is a four- 
a-week job for Bromo Quinine to 
start Sept. 28. Will hit Mondays, 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thurs- 
days at 9 p. m. for WOR, WGN, 
CKLW and WAAB. At 7:45 p. m. 
same show goes to WFIL, WBAL 
and WCAE. Stanzas are Gabriel 
Heatter newscasts. 





Willie Morris Crowned 

Willie Morris, soprano of the 
American Radiator snuw, nas been 
named queen of the centennial ex- 
position which Mexico, Mo., is hold- 
ing the week of Aug. 16. Her grand- 
father was one of the town’s original 
settlers. 

She will sing*three of these nights 
in a Spanish pageant. 


a 





Broadcast circles in New York 
opined Monday (2) that Father 
Charles E. Coughlin was not exag- 
gerating the situation when he de- 
clared in Boston the day before that 
he expected to encounrer consider- 


able difficulty in lining up stations 


for his talks this fall. These circles 
assert that no public figure has ever 
caused the jittery feeling among 


broadcasters that the priest has, not 
so much from the reaction his. mike 
performances might have in Wash- 
ington as the resentment this remarks 
might incur among listeners. 

| Broadcasters questioned point out 
| that the Rev. Coughlin showed in his 
|Cleveland speech wnat he can become 
|exceedingly intemperate when his 
,anger and fervor take command of 
|him, and it is up to them to consider 
| the feelings of those that don’t agree 
| with the priest when he starts hurl- 
|ing epithets at the president of the 
United States. These broadcasters 
hold that they are functioning fur the 
public interest, convenience and 
|necessity and that when a majority 
|of the listeners are revolted by what 
comes into their homes via the loud- 
speaker they are within their rights 
to demand that broadcasting impose 
some sort of restrictions upon its ver- 
bal fare. 

However, despite the chariness of 
the trade, Coughlin will probably be 
able to get a nucleus of stations to 
|take care of his propaganda needs, 
This confidence is shared by the Mu- 
tual network, which expects to han- 
dle a considerable portion of the 
Union Party’s campaign business, 








Cleveland Suburb Applies 


Cleveland, Aug. 4. 
Lakeshore Hotel, located in Lake- 
wood, Cleveland suburb, may have a 
radio station shortly. 
Application has been made to the 
FCC by the Lakewood Broadcasting 
Corp. asking 250 watts daytime 





,power and 100 watts night on 950. 


| kilocycles, 























ROBERT A. STREET 


Commercial Manager 


PHILADELPHIAs+ PA 


he Pe csonal Touch 


WCAU is personally managed 
by the owners of the station. This 
in itself insures personal ser- 


vice and interest in our clients. 
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New Business 





BOSTON 
Westinghouse Electric Co., Boston, 
(Electrical equipment) 13 15-minute 
pregrams, E. T. twice weekly, 
Wednesdays and Fridays p. m.. 
starting Aug. 5 and ending Sept. 146. 
program listing: “The Westinghouse 


Newlyweds.’ Through Fuller, Smith 
&. Ross Agency, Cleveland, Ohio. 
WNAC, 


Delaware, Lackawanna & Wester7 | 





Coal Co., Boston, (coal) 52 15-minute | 


programs, E. T.., 
days and Saturdays p. m., 
Sept. 29 and ending 


starting 





twice weekly, Tues- | 


March 25. | 


Cramer & Krasselt, Inc., Milwaukee. 
WLS 





program. Studio, six days weekly 
p. m., 26 times. Direct. KMOX. - 
Pevely Dairy Co., St. Louis. Time 


signals, seven days weekly p. m. 
Ending Aug. 31. Paul Kranzberg 
Agency, St. Louis. KMOX, 

James H.- Forbes Co., St. Louis 


Morton Salt Co., 78 20-word and ; ‘tea, coffee and spices), renewai on 


one-minute announcements. Daily 
except Sunday. Wade Advertising 
Agency. WLS. 

Hanson & Schenk, two two-minute 


‘Magic Kitchen’ program. Studio, six 
days weekly p. m., for 52 weeks. 





announcements. Hilmer D. Swenson 
Co., St. Louis, Mo. WLS. 

Carter Medicine Co., 80 additional 
one-minute announcements. H. 
Good Advertising Co, WLS. 

McKenzie Milling Co., renewal, 78 
15-minute programs. Daily 
Sunday. Rogers & Smith. WLS. 


except | 





Through Ruthrauf & Ryan, N. Y. | G. E. Conklin Co., 67 15-minute | 
WNAC, | programs once weekly. Rogers & 
Lutheran Church, 26 30-minute | Smith. WLS. 
programs, Sundays, p. m., starting| John Morrell & Co., three five- 
Oct. 4 and ending March 28, 1937. minute programs on Homemakers 
WAAB. Hour. Henri, Hurst & McDonald. | 

WLS. Z 
. . Lincolnshire Estates, Inc., one 15- | 
ae eae minute morning program. Direct. 
L. Klein Dept. Store, one hour | wrs. 
daily, except Sunday, recordings. Murine Co. renewal, three 20- 


Direct. WCFL. word announcements. Neiser-Meyer- 





Mandel Bros. (optical dept.), five- | hoff. WLS. 
minute recordings on Sunday after- NS me 
noons. Harry S. Goodman Advertis-~ es , , 
ing Agency, New York. WMAQ. . NEW YORE ciTY r 
Newart Clothing Co., daily weather Varley Motor Corp., five-minute 
reports, Malcolm-Howard Agency. | announcements daily, indefinite. 
WENR. “ | Direct. WNEW. 
Oshkosh Overall Co., 180 15-minute | _American Range Co., Inc. (stoves), 
live talent programs. Daily except | 15-minute program daily, indefinite. | 
Sunday. Ruthrauff & Ryan Co. WLS. | Schillin Advertising Corp. WNEW. 


Boston Shoe Exchange (footwear), 
six five-minute periods daily, in- 
definite. Viola & Furman. WNEW. 

Bill Wason’s Driving Range, two 


Moulding-Brownell Corp., one- 
minute announcements, daily except 
Sunday. Direct... WLS. 

Collingbourne Mills, 33 one-minute 
announcements on Homemaker Hour. | f 
Once weekly. Rogers & Smith. WLS. | definite. Schillin Advertising Corp. 

Little Crow Milling Co. (Cocoa- | WNEW. 3 
wheats), renewal, 312 15-minute Bolle & Detzel Furniture House, 
morning programs daily except Sun- | renewal of German musical pro- 
day. Rogers & Smith. WLS. gram, half-hour daily except Satur- 

Gillette Rubber Co., renewal, 26 | day, for 52 weeks. WBNX. 
15-minute programs. Once a week. Refinide Macaroni, half-hour 
musical program in Italian, five times 
weekly for 52 weeks: WBNX. 

Reiman & Bresse Furniture House, 
renewal of German musical pro- 
gram, half-hour. thrice weekly, for 
52 weeks. WBNX. 





JAN 


RUBINI 


and his Orchestra 


1 * Music With 
The Romantic Swing 











SAN FRANCISCO 


Baldwin Laboratories, Inc. (in- 
secticide), 20 five-minute participa- 
tions in ‘Confidentially Speaking,’ 
with Helen Webster. Through Yount 
Company, Erie, Pa. KGO. 

Maybelline Company, 26 one- 
minute announcements, Aug. 2 to 
Sept. 16. Through Phelps, Engel & 
Phelps, Inc., Chicago. KGO. 

The Fur Doctor, nine half-hour 
recorded programs Thursday nights 
and nine quarter-hour transcriptions 
Sunday mornings, entitled ‘Laffs 
from Life.’ Talent. Ray Lewis. Direct. 
KJBS (also KQW, San Jose). 

Tillamook County Creamery As- 
sociation (cheese), weekly quarter- 
hour programs entitled ‘Bennie 
Walker’s Tillamook Kitchen,’ with 
Bennie Walker and a home econo- 
mist, starting Sept. 25. Through 
Botsford, Constantine & Gardner, 
Portland, Ore. Coast NBC-Red net- 
work, 





MANAGEMENT 
CURTIS & ALLEN OFFICE 
DAVIDOW & SHERMAN 
RKO Blidg., Rockefeller Centre 
New York Circle 7-4124 


~ DICK 
STABILE 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 
HOTEL LINCOLN 


NEW YORE CITY announcements. Direct. 
CBS COAST TO COAST NETWORK Cramer Safe Co. (office equip- 
cs ment), 15 15-minute transcriptions. 
Dir.: MOA Direct. W9XBY. 
Per. Met... HERMAN BERNIE 

















RANSAS CITY 


lowing ball game broadcast. 
WOXBY. 

Pickgan Labrofacts, 
tives) 
Direct. 


Inc., (seda- 
365 15-minute transcriptions. 
WO9OXBY. 
announcements. Direct. W9XBY. 


WOXBY. 














, spot announcements, Direct. 
1619 B’way, N. Y. C. WOXBY. 
~- Co-Mer Products Co. (food prod- 
ucts), 13 50-word spot announce- 
DON NORMAN ments. Direct. WOXBY. 
Chicago’s Leading ST. LOUIS 


NEWSCASTER 


WILLIAMS OIL-O-MATIC 
(49th Week) 
Tel. SUperior 3580, CHICAGO 


Missouri Caverns, announcements 
on ‘Window Shoppers’ program. 
Studio, three days weekly p. m., end- 
ing Sept. 18. Direct. KMOX. 

Love-Johnson (used cars), an- 
nouncements on ‘Window Shoppers’ 




















By JANE WEST 


FAMILY BRINGS YOU MORE 
[AUGHTER TEARS «wo HEART-THROBS 


Presented by Ivory Soap: 99%*/100.° 





e pure 





NOW RADIO'S MOST POPULAR 
3:45-4:00 P.M., EDST - WEAF 
| 


LISTEN 
IN NBC NETWORK — COAST-TO-COAST 
e » Every Mon., Tues., Wed., Thues., Fri. 


Mgt.. ED WOLF — RKO BLDG., NEW YORK CIT 
Dir... BLACKMAN ADVERTISING. INC, : 


one-minute announcements daily, in- | 


Braniff Airways, 52 50-word spot! for no fee. 


Galva Creamery Co., 15 50-word 


Chappelow Adv. Co. St. Louis. 
KMOX, ; : 
Lane Bryant, St. Louis, musical 


program transcriptions; six days 
| weekly a. m., 52 weeks. Direct. 


H. | KMOX, 
| Crowell Publishing Co., Philadel- | 


| phia; ‘Women’s Home Companion.’ 
‘Carolyn Pryce’ program, studio, one 
| weekly a. m., 32 weeks. Radio Sales, 
Inc. KMOX. 

| American Packing Co., St. Louis, 
(meats), renewal ‘Views on 

| program; six days weekly a. m., 52 


weeks. Direct. KMOX, 
SEATTLE 
| Mills Motor Co., spot announce- 


|ments twice daily. Kirby Torrance 
| Agency. KOL, 


| Kelvinator Co, quarter-hour 
weekly, for | 


| transcriptions, twice 
eight weeks. KIRO. 

Acme Beer, daily time signals, for 
| three months. Agency, Emil Brischer 
& Staff. KOL. 
| Frederick & Nelson, 
nouncements, five a 
months. KIRO. 

Dr. L. R. Clark, ‘The 
| Page,’ conducted by Mrs. Williams. 
las ‘Sally. One year, daily, except 
Sunday, 15-minutes. KIRO. 

Quick Service Beans, daily. an- 
nouncements, for month. KIRO. 

Pecto Products, daily, except Sun- 
|day, five-minute news 
| definite. KIRO, 

M. Prager, 13 quarter-hour tran- 
scription programs. KOL. 

Columbia Lumber Co., spot an- 
nouncements, 13 weeks, KOL, 


‘SEEKS TO SELL RADIO 
LOGS FOR DAILIES 


San Francisco, Aug. 4. 
Established for the purpose of 
supplying radio news and program 
schedules: to newspapers, a new or- 
ganization known as Universal Radio 
Features, 
general manager, has opened here. 
A copyrighted schedule’ with 
broadcasts for the week classified 
according to type is one of the con- 
cern’s services. Program production 
and continuity will also be handled 
by the firm. 


Woman's 





period, in- 














Northwestern Games on 


Cuff After Coin Flop 


Chicago, Aug. 4. 
Although sponsored broadcasts of 
the University of Chicago football 
games will be taboo this fall local 





Seidlitz Print & Varnish Co., 26) stations are welcome to commercial- 
five-minute interviews (remote) fol- 


Direct. 


ize gridiron contests of other colleges 
in the Chicago metropolitan area 
without charge. 

Northwestern, which asked but 
never received $10,000 for airings of 


Motor Radio Co., 13 100-word spot} its °35 football games, will let the 


Purple games go on the air this year 
Stations can also sell 
time on Illinois and Notre Dame’s 
|games this fall without paying the 
| schools, 





Baltimore’s Music Scale 





Baltimore, Aug. 4. 

Musicians’ Union, Local No. 40, has 
notified stations of new pay scale for 
programs sent out over networks. If 
program is piped out over six sta- 
tions or less scale per musiker is 
$8 and for leader, $16; for any hook- 
up spanning more than six: stations, 
scale is $12 per man, and twice that 
for leader if period is a sustainer. 
and $25 per man, $50 for leader on 
a commercial. 

On a six station or fewer broad- 
cast there is no difference in scale if 
program is sustaining or sponsored. 

At present there is only one pro- 
gram aired out of Balto over more 
than six stations, the Kiddie Klub 
show fathered by Don Hix, which 
rolls out of WBAL over the NBC 
blue web. 








Underwood Quits NBC 


Cecil Underwood has _ resigned 
from the production department of 
NBC’s West Coast office. He gets 
a post with radio department of the 
Ruthrauff & Ryan advertising agency 
in New York. 

Underwood is at present in New 
York, where he tendered the exit 
papers. Returns to the. Coast this 
week to clear up personal matters 
and will return to New York agency 
headquarters. 
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Agencies—Sponsors 





Williams Oil-O-Matie has sched- | 
uled a series of electrical transcrip- 
tion programs to be broadcast over 
WNEW, N. Y., daily excepting Sun- 
day at 6:30 p.m. Account placed 
through J. P. Muller & Co. 





Corn Products will go on the air 
shortly to plug its Linit brand of 
new all-purpose powder. Intention 
is to devise an all-year-around pro- 
gram but not set thus far on whether 
will appeal to housewives entirely or 
general public. 











Carles Boreesque is doing a Span- 
ish Hollywood news commentator 
stint for Tangee a la Jimmy Fiddler. 


& Fins through Lennen and Mit- 
chell. It is being set for the 12:15 to 
12:30 p. m spot on CBS Monday to 
Friday inclusive. Corn Products had 
same strin Gn air last year. 

Ted Malone, poet at the organ, will 
do his ‘Between Book Ends’ for an- 
other Lehn & Fink program. Hind’s 
Honey end Almond Cream is the 
product likely to be ballyhooed. 





Vapex is placing an announcement 
campaign for the fall on the ba yf 
three a week. Most of the orde: 
will become effective the first week 
in October, 

Ken Murray, it was indicated last 
week, will get a second 13-week re- 





spot an-| 
day, for six | 


Richard F. Guggenheim | 


Electrical transcriptions go to 21 sta- 
tions in about eight Latin-American | newal from Rinso when the present 
countries through Broadcasting | contract expires in September. Ruth- 
| Abroad, Ltd. rauff & Ryan is the agency. 


NBC’s VP. Over Press? 





Larry Davidsen. continuity editor 
at WAAF, Chicago, left station Sat- 
urday (1) to accept position in radio 








. . ad rertising is ite" ; 
be ee of Wade Advertising NBC officials are giving considera- 
Agency. 
| tion to one of two candidates for the 
Climalene recently shopping in | P°S* of v.p. in charge of press rela- 


Cleveland for a network show in the| tions. It is expected a decision will 


fall. Sponsor has usually originated | be made on the matter by the end 
) out of Chicago studios. Tom Man-| o¢ August. 
ning, WTAM Clevelander _ sports-' 


Title had previously been held by 
Aen | Frank Mason. For the past two 
Manhattan Soap’s ‘Wife Saver,’| years Mason has concerned himself 
ana ae nfm He mana ie mostly with operating details. New- 
WwW time from Wednesdays anc 
: . ;comer will have authority over y 
Fridays at 11.30 to 11.45 to Tuesdays , ority ot 
and Thursdays at 11.45 to 12 a. m. only press relations but everything 
Sponsor also considering adding an- | ——e hes ~ with exploitation and 
other day, possibly original Friday | °°S Promouon, 
| time. 


caster, auditioned. 














| Endu:o-Tex (Seal Sac ‘handy bag . — 
lof 1,00 uses’) placing a campaign 
throush the Essig agency, Los An- 


| 
j 





geles, with radio on the list. ese 
on™ 
Lennen & Mitchell has established pro ws 
a radio publicity department with 
George Scher, heretofore with 1.7 STARTING 


United Artists, in charge. Previously - 














the ageney had combined its radio = aq \ I, /* AUG. 20 
public.ty with all other types. wy — 
} ate sit 
Phillips Packing Co. turning over || %, VI.f 
| its entrre account to Blackman, New | |) > 2 
| York. ‘0, et a 
o y \ 4 
Piso Co. naming Lake-Spiro-Cohn, MAXWELL te! < 
New 1«'k., HOUSE f 
~ 4 


Guif Refining, through Young & SHOWBOAT 
Rubicam, has launched a series of y 


test programs over WIS, Columbia 
(S. C.). Stanzas are skedded five- 
a-weei:, for 13 weeks, 6:45 p.m., with s 
Maur:-e Stefan, prof of French at 
the U. ot South Carolina, in a news 
cominentating role. Commercials of- 
fer iv-priced auto accessories ob- 
tainavle at Gulf dealers. Ryan Hous- 
ton in charge at the agency. 


RETURNING TO ; 
NEW YORK in AUGUST 








BENAY 
VENUTA 


{| Bond Bread CBS 
August Ninth © Paramount 
Pictures August Tenth ® 











General Cigar, through J. Walter 
Thompson, still collecting stacks of 
data fcr a possible spot campaign. 
Is on the lookout for any type of 
sports program. 





‘The Gumps’ cartoon strip syndi- 
cate shu has been secured by Lehn 


Exclusive Management 
JULES ALBERTI 
WI. 2-8287 





PROFESSORS OF RADIO 
































New York University Course Has 
Staff from Radio Biz 








Flock of radio execs and scribblers 
are turning professor at the radio 
workshop of New York University, 
a project jointly sponsored by the 
university and the U. S. Department 
of Interior. William Dow Boutwell 
heads the workshop, while his staff 
includes: 

Maurice Lowell, who for two years 
was with NBC’s Chicago division. 
Leo S. Rosencrans, for four years 
scribbler of web shows produced by | 
NBC’s Chicago branch. James 
Prindle III, author of ‘Princess Pat’ 
and ‘First Nighter’ stanzas. Rudolf 
Schramm, music conductor of sev- 
eral web shows. 

James D. Strong, heretofore with 
the CCC radio division. Philip H. 
Cohen, previously with WRC, Wash- | 
ington. B. P. Brodinsky, from the | 
office of education staff. Burke! 
Boyce, once director of NBC's con- 
| tinuity department. Frank Chase, 
|formerly program manager of the 
| platter division of NBC. 

Workshop produces five stanzas 
|weekly for airing by the major 
chains. 


RAINBOW 
ROOM 
RADIO CITY 
NEW YORK 
WJZ-NBC 
Mon-Thur-Sat 
11:30 P.M. 


EXCLUSIVE MANAGEMENT 


ROCKWELL - O'KEEFE 


INC, 











SATURDAYS 
WEAF 





NBCites in San Francisco now 
| have two baseball teams, the Reds 
and the Blues, one captained by Ed | 
Ludes, announcer, and the other by 
Ernest Gill, violinist, 





EXCLUSIVE “MANAGEMENT 


Tie 





R@CKWELL- O’KEEF! 
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~ Studying the Best Ways to Study 





Paul Peter’s First Task in Radio Research 
Is Digest of Others’ Efforts 


+ 





Paul F. Peter, managing director 
of the Joint Committee on Radio 
Research, received instructions on 
now he is to proceed on the job at a 
meeting of the project’s technical 
committee last week. Peter was told 
that his preliminary task should be 
to collect information on all research 
available, examine it from the stand- 
point of method and draw up a re- 
port on the merits and demerits of 
such methods used with a view of 
determining which would be the 
best for the committee to use. 

Peter’s job will be not only to 
develop a formula for determining 
station coverage but make studies of 
listener habits. His work on radio 
ownership will be treated from the 
viewpoint of income levels, condi- 
tions of sets and how often they are 
in use. In line with his assignment 
af developing scientific methods for 
yharting consumer approach, Peter 
has already received quite a collec- 
tion of surveys from advertisers, 
agencies and stations. 


Ohio State’s Cost Chart 


For Home Grid Games 








Cleveland, Aug. 4. 

WHK here plots to pick up the 
five home State University football 
games out of Columbus this fall on 
a sustainer basis purely as a ges- 
ture of good will. State plays 
N.Y.U., Pittsburgh, Indiana, Chicago 
and Michigan. 

There'll be no exclusive broad- 
casting from the State gridiron this 
fall, according to recent university 
ruling. R. C. Higgy, who directs 
States’ radio activities, will relay 
the university version of the battles 
at $100 a game or $250 for the five 
home games. Stations that wish 
to go on with their own accounts 
will pay $250 a game or $750 for the 
five. Networks must pay $500 a 
broadcast, Stations must pay their 
own line charges, engineers and 
announcers. 


Wallington’s Nuptials 


Toronto, Aug. 4. 
Ending the conflicting rumors of 
the Broadway columnists, Jimmy 
Wallington, NBC announcer, admit- 
ted here that he and Betty Jane 
Cooper will be married in Detroit on 
Aug. 12. She has quit the ‘Scandals’ 
and left for Rochester, N. Y., where 
she will stay with Wallington’s 
parents, to be joined by the NBC an- 
nouncer, when they will proceed to 
Detroit, 
Miss Cooper will give up the 
- The two will live on the 
Coast after their Bermuda honey- 





a 





—_— 
ee 


Public Notice! 


The New Transcription 
Feature 


“Your Child’s 
Welfare Court” 


Produced By 


PICTORIAL REVIEW 
MAGAZINE 


Is fully protected by copyright 
and priority—and any infringe- 
ment will be prosecuted. 














For information, stations, agen- 
cies and sponsors are requested 
to communicate with 


PICTORIAL REVIEW 
MAGAZINE 


316 West 57th St. 














fallen away behind on production. It 





A Paradox | 








Baltimore, Aug. 4. 

Indie station WCBM has sub- 
scribed to I. N. S. News Service 
and sold Gunther Brewery four- 
a-day five-minute newscasts. 
Hearst-owned WBAL has 
been carrying I. N. S. for up- | 
wards of a year, but has never || 
been able to secure sponsor 
for the news, | 








WESTINGHOUSE: 
TAKES OVER 
FT. WAYNE 


Fort Wayne, Aug. 4. 

WOWO-WGL began broadcasting 
Sunday (2) under the name of West-! 
inghouse, new owners. G. A. Jas- 
pert, Agawam, Mass., program rep- 
resentative for the Westinghouse 
firm, announced that the two local 
outlets will be operated independently 
from other company stations: KDKA, 
Pittsburgh; KYW, Philadelphia; 
WBZ, Boston and WBZA, Springfield, 
Mass. 

Set-up includes Ward Dorrell as 
manager, with J. B. Conley, office 
manager in charge of accounting. 
Frank Logue of the company’s ac- 
counting department is also remain- 
ing here for a time. Jaspert will be 
here until Sept. 1, it is said. 

Al Becker, former station man- 
ager, will remain in charge of public 
relations, and C. R. Durbin, former 
vice-pres, will handle sales depart- 
ment. 

Fred C. Zieg, former WOWO-WGL 
owner, has purchased property on 
Broadway which will be converted 
into business offices, operating under 
name of Essington Company. This 
will be the parent firm of several by- 
product houses making hair prepara- 
tions. Zieg has operated the Sol- 
Vita firm for six years. It is a part 
of this newly formed group. He plans 
to be ready for business by Sept. 8. 


SPOT ACCOUNTS CANCEL 
BUT FOR NICE REASON 


Spot broadcasting leaned a little 
to the cancellation side last week. 
Three of them were delivered in a 
row, the accounts being Squibbs 
Toothpowder, Griffin All-White Shoe 
Polish and Little Duchess Bluing. 

Squibbs’ contracts had another 
week to go. Reason the advertiser 
gave for withdrawing the announce- 
ment campaign was that it couldn’t 
continue with the sample giveaway. 
Griffin explained that radio had done 
a swell job but that the factory had 














proposes to return to the air in the 
fall. 

With Little Duchess Bluing it was 
a test campaign, using participatory 
spots in cooking and domestic econ- 
omy programs. The cancellation 
gave the product a run of six weeks. 


Hot and Cold Cereals 
In Sequence on NBC 


Chicago, Aug. 4. 

General Mills, through Blackett- 
Sample-Hummert, placed 15 minutes 
on NBC five times a week from 5:30 
to 5:45 for Wheaties—a cold break- 
fast cereal. Right ahead of them, 
from 5:15 to 5:30, will be Ralston, a 
competitive firm, with a hot cereal. 

‘General Mills program will be Bob 
Armstrong, for last four years on 
Columbia. 











New WBNX Card Rates 


New rates for WBNX, New York, 
become effective Sept. 1. Station 
gets its power increase to 1,000 watts 
then. Rates will be tilted 40%. 

Class A, consisting of time from 
7 p.m. to 10 p.m. week days, and 


|present site; a new frequency, 1,080 





from 1 p.m. to 10 p.m. Sundays, is 
listed at $225 an hour, 





BRUNTON EXPANSION 
AWAITS F.C.C. OKAY 


San Francisco, Aug. 4. 

Plans to increase the Northern 
California Broadcasting System net- 
work to four stations have been re- 
vealed by Ralph Brunton, owner of 
KJBS, San Francisco, and KQW, San 
Jose. 

Brunton has applied to the FCC 
for a permit to move KQW to Sac- 
ramento and also has asked permis- | 
sion to erect a new transmitter in: 
San Jose. He already has filed an 
application for a fourth station, in| 
Fresno, hearing on which is skedded | 
for October. If these requests are! 
granted Brunton will have stations | 
in four important California cities. 

In asking to shift KQW to the 
state capital Brunton also requested | 
a power increase from 1,000 to 5,000 | 
watts daytime, and that the present 
frequency of 1,010 kilocycles remain 
unchanged. 

For the new San Jose transmitter 
Brunton is asking 250 watts power 
and a frequency of 970 kilocycles. 

KJBS improvements being planned 
include removal of the studios to a 
new location, one block from the 








instead of 1,070 kilocycles; new stu- 
dios embodying latest developments 
in radio engineering and acoustic de- 
sign, and a vertical radiating antenna 
250 feet high. Construction will be- 
gin as soon as the FCC gives its 
okay. 


KMBC SHOW TO CHl 
FOR RECORDING JOB 


Chicago, Aug. 4. 

Entire radio script show cast was 
imported from station KMBC, Kan- 
sas City, to record a 78-disc program 
for the Midcontinent Petroleum 
company’s D-X product. 

J. Bicknell Woodberry, account 
exec with the R. J. Potts agency, 
Kansas City, brought the group of 
performers to town for the job 
which was platterized at the World 
studios here. 

Show is a newspaper yarn tagged 
‘Diamond City News.’ 











Greenberg Has the Gift 


Detroit, Aug. 4. 

Hank Greenberg, injured Tiger 
first baseman, reluctantly took the 
mike the other day from Ty Tyson 
to broadcast half-inning of Tiger- 
Philadelphia game over WWJ. 

Far response was so heavy and 
spontaneous that he was dragged 





back tc do another inning same day, 
and now is forced to guest-announce 
two or three times a week. 





Cobb, WMAZ, Macon, Favors the 
Regional Conventions for Value 





Clark’s Ist Month 


In less than a month of its 
existence the John L. Clark 
firm, Transamerica Broadcast- 
ing & Television Corp., has 
signatured 92 quarter hours of 
business for the stations it rep- 
resents. These outlets include 
WLW, Cincinnati; WCAU, Phil- 
adelphia, and WHAM, Roches- 
ter. 

Firm’s representation of the 
last named outlet is confined to 
the Chicago and midwest area. 


CLASSICS GET 
BUMS RUSH 
ON KECA 


Los Angeles, Aug. 4. 

Last stand of classic music, Earle 
C. Anthony’s KECA, gives way to 
the commercial rush Aug. 24 when 
the station’s 5,000 watt transmitter 
gives its first flicker. Spot, which 
has been spinning waxed masters 
around 10 hours a day, will drop its 
social ambitions for a crack at the 
bankrollers. Change has been in- 
stituted by Harrison Holliway, man- 
ager of the two Anthony transmit- 
ters, (KFI-KECA). 

As the basic blue here, KECA will 
give over 75% of its peak time to 
network accounts. For the first time 
station will make a spirited bid for 
local business. 

Holliway-is lining up an unbroken 
24-hour program to signallize sta- 
tions entry as a major watter on day 
new antennae starts operating. Local 
industries will be saluted as a good 
will gesiure. Raine Bennett writes 
and produces the twice-around-the- 
clock program. 




















Chicago 100-Watter Moves 
Chicago, Aug. 4. 

WSBC, local 100-watter, moved its 
studios from near-south side to 
west side last week. 

Station also installed 189 feet ver- 
tical radiator antenna to increase 
efficency. 





| 


By DON MITCHELL 
Macon, Ga., Aug. 4. 

Criticism of the way things hap- 
pen—or don’t happen—at conven- 
tions of the National Association of 
Broadcasters finds an echo locally 
in the reactions of Wilton E. Cobb, 
secretary of Station WMAZ. His 
reactions as those of Arthur Pritch- 
ard of WWL, New Orleans, are be- 
lieved to be typical of a growing 
sentiment among many broadcast- 
ers, especially of the more remote 
markets, that they derive little bene- 
fit from attending the national cone 
ventions. 

Cobb’s feeling is that the national 
convention may be too big and cum- 
bersome to get down to cases in a 
sense that would appeal to a small 
city broadcaster. It’s the opposite to 
the situation he found with the Geor- 
gia Broadcasters Association where 
the state trade association was too 
small. Cobb believes that possibly 
between the over-size national con- 
vention and the peewee state con- 
vention a logical solution might be 
to hold regional conventions or pos- 
sibly conventions of the various sta- 
tion categories, 


First-Timer 
It was a first visit to the N.A.B. 


.by Cobb. Although Cobb is not new 





to broadcasting E. K. Cargill of 
WMAZ has usually done the sta- 
tion’s convention-going. Thus Cobb 
brought a fresh mind to the con- 
vention. His reactions may be char- 
acteristic of many others, as it’s be- 
lieved the Chicago confab brought 
out the largest number cf first- 
timers of any of the 14 conventions 
N.A.B. has held. Intimations that 
many radio men in the smaller mar- 
kets were puzzled or displeased by 
the convention mechanics have been 
heard through the south since Chi- 
cago. 

‘There seemed to be a general dis- 
position at the convention,’ Cobb re- 
lates, ‘for no one to discuss mat- 
ters that were up on the floor. Per- 
haps it was because many of these 
questions affected different localities 
differently and there was no one 
solution and no one policy that 
could be adopted on a national basis.’ 





Bentley Child Dies 
Cincinnati, Aug. 4. 
Eight-year-old son of Robert Bent- 
ley, program director of WCPO here, 
died Saturday (1). 
Child succumbed to heart disease, 
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ADVERTISING 
AGENCIES 


WHN 
proudly announces 


=| IDA BAILEY 
MORNING MATINEE 


om WHN - - 1010 


for participating sponsorship 
beginning early fall .... 


eWRITE...WHN New York City, 1540 Broadway 
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(Continued from page 34) 


and symph it, as occasion demands. 

Saunders’ chore 
and punchy, especially as straighted 
by Flippen, who kids the plug with 
a repetitious ‘no advertising’ ad lib. 
This is in line with Saunders’ al- 
leged script that the sponsor has for- 
bidden advertising; has tabooed men- 
tioning the August fur sales, special 
xrices, installment conveniences, etc. 


t’s elementary but, for this type 
program, effectively ‘cute’ commer- 
cializing. 


The guesters’ chores were ad lib, 
Nick Kenny speaking in the Barna- 
cle-Bill manner, per usual, and with 
customary superlativeness. Louie 


Sobol tongue-in-cheeked his modest | 


gag contrib. Abe Lyman’s baton 
could be heard effectively. The 
Misses Marsh and Burgess were up 
to snuff. And-so is the —_, : 
el. 


‘LITTLE OLD NEW YORK’ 

With Lee Posner 

15 Mins. 

GOLDENROD BEER 

Mon. to Fri., 12:30 a.m., EDST 
(Advertising Trade) 


Goldenrod beer sponsors one of 
those wee hour broadcasts of phono- 
graph records played on request for 
the benefit of dames and gents in 
taverns around town who are crying 
into their suds and oblivious of the 
clock. To break up the straight diet 
of platters and chatter, a special live 
talent session billed as ‘Little Old 
New York’ is seeded into the session. 
Inaugural ran an hour but the reg- 
ular duration of the interpolation 
will be 15 minutes. Sponsor’s full 
span is from 12:30 to 12:45 a.m. 


Guesters overloaded the starter, 
with Dan Healy and Hi Gardner al- 
most stealing the show from Posner. 
It’s suppcsed to be Posner’s show. 
Guests will augment the nightly pro- 
grams. 


Production measures up to a fairly 
good level. A telephone operator 
heralds the brew and program at a 
switchboard. Same procedure is 
worked in periodically, plus Posner’s 
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|as a commercial, and it made such 


mention of the sponsor, The com- 
mercial is plenty. 
Dedicatory send-off was confined 


Oo a wholesale raid on West 52d 





Radio Editor’s Office 


Dinty ._Doyle, radio columnist 
for Hearst’s New York Amer- 
ican, on Monday (3) had his 
desk moved from the editorial 








street hot spots with Healy at the) 
helm. Abner Silver, Kay Parsons, | 
Mary Lou King, Marion Joyce, Avis} 
Andrews, Lee Kalmus were those} 
who turned up though several others | 
were expected. All dipped into varie- 
gated styles of swing. Miss Andrews | 
at first sounded as if she were going | 
places, but on an encore slid down-, 
hill with a thud. 

When the singers began piling up, 
Healy took time out to read a batch 
of telegrams. Bud Rainey who han- | 
dles the other and regular portions| 
of Goldenrod’s time, was also allot-' 
ted some pinch-hitting chores. 

Posner got into the picture again 
toward the end, making it clear that 
he was the one who'd be back again 
with. more copy. Entire show built 
by the agency. Bral. 


AL CAMERON 
With Maury Cliffer, Al Roth Orch. 
Music, Comedy 
Full Hour 
LISTERINE 
Daily, 7 a. m. 
KNOX, St. Louis 
(Lambert & Feasley) 

This is surely something unusual 
in commercial programs. Seldom 
does a sponsor feel that a live 
musical show is commercial at the 
bleery hour of 7:00 a. m. Listerine 
Toothpowder and Shaving Cream 
have taken the bull by the horns and 
built a full-hour show of swell music 
and sparkling comedy which should 
be a welcome relief from hill-bill::3 
or transcriptions. 

Al Cameron, m.c. does a b?ng-up 
job of keeping pep and comedy go- 
ing, along with his stooge, Maury 
Cliffer, commercial spieler. However, 
ail plugs are kidded in such a 
manner as to do a fine selling job for 
Listerine products. 

As for the music, Al Roth and his 
boys are up and at ’em with plenty 
of snappy tunes with Bob Preis 
warbling the vocals. ‘The Early 
Birds, male quartet and ‘Three 
Queens and a Jack,’ girls trio, do 
sweet harmony numbers. Time 
signals are given every 5 minutes 
which is swell info for those who 
have to get to work early. Sahu. 





| 





Follow-Up Comment 








News Week, magazine competitor 
of Time and very much on latter’s 
order, has effected a tie-up with 
Rudy Vallee and the Fleischmann 
Hour at 8 p.m. every Thursday night 
that gives it excellent air circulation 
as well as buildup. On for the 
first time Thursday night (30) 
Vallee devoted himself on several oc- 
casinos to News Weeks in various 
ways. Agency said to have interest 
in mag 

Through the tie-up, News Week 
isn’t giving out news comment such 
as Time does on the ether, although 
that may come later. After an- 
nouncing News Week would be a 
regular part of his hour, Vallee in- 
terviewed Pat Terry, chief news 
photographer for the mag, who told 
of various ways in which pictures 
are gotten. Terry proved fairly in- 
teresting and ended on a laugh. 

Later on, Vallee interviewed Pat 
Abbott, actor-golf champ who won 
a recent match. ews Week was 
worked into this in a unique man- 
ner, Vallee saying News Week told 
him so-and-so. The mag was also 
mentioned in the introduction for 
Hildegarde on Thursday night’s (30) 
program. 


Tobacco Market’s Time 


Charlotte, N. C., Aug. 4. 
WBT tapped a new vein of radio 
revenue last year when it unearthed 
tobacco markets as potential clients. 





a market in a South Carolina city 


a good show to those uninitiated in 
the ways of auction tobacco markets 


The station broadcast the opening of: 


offices of the paper into Hearst's 
WINS studios. 

First time that Hearst has 
brought a scribbler into such 





physical alliance with one of 
his stations, and apparently 
marks the start of a campaign 
to boost WINS further, 


Here and There 


(Continued from page 32) 
own, is set for a guest appearance 
on the Carefree Carnival over the 
NBC-Blue web from San Francisco 
Aug. 10. 














Chubby Kane, nine-year-old ton- 
siler over WFIL, Philly, will do 
single guester next week (11) on 
Edgar Guest’s ‘Welcome Valley’ 
show from Chicago. Youngster also 
started this week as m.c. of own 
kid’s revue every Sunday on Million 
Dollar Pier, Atlantic City. 





Mary McCormic appears on Kraft 
Music Hall, Aug. 27. Bob Burns will 
act as host then, instead of Bing 
Crosby. 





Two bands subbing for Wayne 
King on Lady Esther program over 
NBC during August. Horace Heidt 
and orchestra takes the Tuesday 
night spot, having started last night 
(4). Hal Kemp and orchestra fills 
the Wednesday groove. 





James Doyle, éx-KORE, Eugene, 
Oregon, has been added to the an- 
nouncing and continuity Staff at 
KQW, San Jose. Doyle is an Oregon 
U. grad. 





Gene Clark is filling in for Joy 
Storm, manager of KQW, San Jose, 
while the latter vacashes. 





Leslie Harvey’s place at KYA, San 
Francisco, has been taken by George 
Nyklicek, organist. Nyklicek has 
been subbing for Paul Carson and 
Charles Runyan at NBC. 





Ted Cook, assistant production 
chief at KOIN, Portland, Ore., and 
Billy Sandiford, KOIN announcer, 
headed for Los Angeles after chin- 
ning with San Francisco broadcast- 
ers last week. 





Mario Braggiotti returns to the air 
as pianist, teamed with Bert Shefter 
over WEA? on Tuesdays at 2 p. m. 
EDST. 





Charles Seebeck, former staff an- 
nounced at KYW, Philadelphia, is 
with WCBA-WSAN, Allentown, Pa. 





Robert Taylor will be interviewed 
by Elza Schallert over NBC (7), 





Mary McCormic goes on Bing 
Crosby ‘Kraft airer’ Aug. 27. 





Lew Frost, aide to Don Gillman 
of NBC, making first visit to Holly- 
wood headquarters. 





Brad and Al recently dropped by 
Skiddoo, lingers on at WTAM, Cleve- 
land, doing sustainers. 





Ford (Old Man Sunshine) Rush 
folded his humorous sketch series at 
WTAM, Cleveland, and is now doing 
a singing and patter early morn- 
,ing act five times a week over that 
; Station. 








that others followed suit. Other sta- 


the same business. 

Now WBT has just signed its first 
such contract for the 1936-37 to- 
bacco season. Dillon, S. C., will air 
its market opening August 13 with 


financed by the tobacco warehouses 
there, the merchants of Dillon, and 
the Dillon city government. 








Tourists 





(Continued from page 1) 


year. The month of August, 1935, 
was the largest the NBC studio tour 
ever experienced. 

Vast increase is attributed to a 
reported 50% increase in tourist 
traffic into New York this year as 
compared with the preceding year ; 
and this in turn is traced to 2c. rail 
fares placed in effect this spring. 


tions were soon lining up some of ' 


a 45-minute program that is jointly: 


Louella Parsons’ Line-Up 
Permits Her a Rest 


Los Angeles, Aug. 4. 

Louella Parsons has lined up her 
free guest talent for Hollywood 
Hotel for next five weeks. She left 
on two weeks’ vacation after last 
Friday’s (31) broadcast. Daughter 
Harriet subs. Guesters and pic- 
tures which will be airviewed fol- 
low: 

Aug. 7-—Barbara Stanwyck and 
Robert Taylor in ‘His Brother's 
Wife.’ 

Aug. 14—Ann Sothern and Gene 
Raymond in ‘Walking on Air.’ 

Aug. 21—Walter Huston and Ruth 
Chatterten in ‘Dodsworth.’ 

Aug. 28—Pat O’Brien, Ross Alex- 
ander and Beverly Roberts in ‘China 
Clipper.’ 

Sept. 4—Norma Shearer and Basil 
Rathbone in ‘Romeo and Juliet.’ 


{ 











{1220 to 1450 kc. 





Alcorn, WBNX, New York, Sees Flaw 
In New Regional Asseciation 





W. C. Aleorn, v.p. and g.m. of 
WBNX,. New York indie, has sent a 
letter to all regional stations on the 
bands intimating 
that the newly-formed National As- 
sociation 
Stations is discriminatory in its 
membership, and suggesting the for- 
mation of a parallel group. for those 
who are now non-members, 

Letter pointedly implies that the 
existing group ‘restricts’ its member- 
ship, and that the latter appears to 
be drawn only from ‘regionals in the 
lower frequencies (with the excep- 


CLEVE EXPO NO 
LIKE CBS ACTS: 





Cleveland, Aug. 4. 

Whispers around Radioland a 
Great Lakes Expo here are that 
execs are not satisfied with string 
of talent Ralph Wonders of CBS is 
is sending here on a sustainer basis. 
Names are failing to lure audiences 
into the big auditorium. Talk now 
for fewer but bigger names. 

Three shows which have really 
drawn the crowds have all been 
major network shows. They 
cluded Ed Wynn, Sinclair Minstrels 
and Fibber McGee and Molly. 





Detroit In and Outers 
Detroit, Aug. 4. 


Leonard Sterling, from WLW, Cin- | 


cinnati, has been added to WXYZ's 
announcing staff, to succeed Lloyd 
Griffin, who has taken similar post 
with WBBM, Chicago. Griffin also 
came to WXYZ from WLW, about 
eight months ago. 

Garnet Garrison, former program 
director at WJIM, Lansing, and re- 
cently with WXYZ, has resigned to 
teach new course in radio at Wayne 
University here. 

Others leaving station’s payroll 
this week-end are Alice Sheldon, 
blues singer, who came from Cleve- 
land year ago and has been featured 
with Benny Kyte’s ork and on own 
program; and Mrs. Helen Ahn and 
her four daughters, known as the 
Marlowes (girl quartet and chatter). 
Latter came from Columbus, O., year 
ago. 





Showmanship 





(Continued from page 35) 


and industrial advantages of their 
home towns and counties. Mayors 
were used mainly, with Mayor W. 
E. Elmore of Bryson City opening 
the programs. 

Newspapers in special editions and 
in regular issues are making a con- 
tinuous big play for advertising 
from these areas, both for the sheets 
and radio station. The local mer- 
chants also rave over the stunt, cal- 
culated to bring shoppers from the 
outside. 





Voters Enrollment Tie-In 
Spartanburg, S. C. 

WSPA came in strong with young 
business men of city by taking big 
part in Junior Chamber of Com- 
merce movement to have all voters 
enroll. Hal Wilson, announcer, is 
on organization’s D age snd commit- 
tee, and — oggins of station 
staff is a member. 





Gesture to Catholics 
Seattle. 

For national convention of Cath- 
olic Charities, opening in Seattle 
last Sunday, KOL aired mass serv- 
ices, principal addresses, including 
that of Gov. Martin, Bishop Shaugh- 
nessy, and also had 15-minute talks 
by prominent church men daily 
at 2 p. m. 





Plant and Garden Programs 
Seattle. 

Northwest goes strong for garden 
programs. There are two or three 
on the air show now, principal 
among them, one Cecil Solly, quite 
an authority on when to plant and 
the how. 

Washington Women’s radio hour, 
sustaining, KOL, is putting on week- 
ly garden talk, speakers being. se- 
lected from the 53 federated garden 
clubs of the state. Lora Lane is 
emcee mistress, 





Paul Bowles, producer, has re- 
signed from the NBC staff in San 
Francisco to return to Hollywood 
lots after seven months in the north- 
ern California city, 


of Regional Broadcasting 


in- | 


tion of certain high-power region. 
als)” The National Association of 
Regional Broadcasters, founded with 
| the October ‘reallocation’ hearings jn 
mind, got started in Chicago last 
week and will meet again in New 
York on Friday (7). Walter Damm 
(WTMJ, Milwau's-e) is guiding 
spirit, while John Shepard 3rd is 
chairman and treasurer. 

That Alcorn may intend to start 
a similar organization of his own 
drawn from those regionals high on 
the ke band is expressed in his letter 
thus: ‘Should you care to advise 
us your suggestions as to ways and 
means of seeing to it that these prin- 
ciples herein mentioned are prop- 
erly and effectively brought to the 
attention of the Commission, you 
may do so.’ 

Three Points 
| Alcorn insists that three proposi- 
| tions should be demanded of the 





| FCC by the group to whom he has 
‘addressed his letter: 
(1) All regionals, without dis- 


‘crimination as to locality, frequency 
or network (if any) should be per- 
mitted a horizontal increase of 
power. from 1 kw. to 5kw., night as 
{well as day. 

(2) These increases should be ac- 
corded to all regionals and not mere- 
ly to those on the lower bands. 

(3) ‘It would be unsound tech- 
nically and economically to create 
any so-called ‘city channels’ out of 
' what are now regional channels.’ 

WBNX is on the 1350 ke band, 
and obviously believes that unless a 
strong case is presented in Wash- 
ington, it will fail to get a hori- 
zontal power boost, or may find 
trouble from the tentatively pro- 
posed ‘city channels.’ 
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WB’s $500,000 Loss 





from ASCAP. 


services of ASCAP writers. 


dike back Monday (10). 





It is estirsated that the break with ASCAP cost Warner Bros. con- 
siderably oyer $500,000, this loss deriving not so much from per- 
formance income, but the effect the lack of network release had 
upon WB's publishing interests in general. The Music Holding Corp.’s 
standard busimess became hard hit as the various educational and 
religious institutions with station affiliations began to resent the fact 
that they weren’t permitted to broadcast this music. 
that WB would have received from its 295 station licensees this year, 
however, would have been sufficient to meet, if not better, the 
$400,000 or $450,000 the WE firms might have collected on the year 


The networks had contended all along that they would be able to 
defeat WB from three angles: the effect that the broadcast ban would 
have on (1) the Music Holding Corp.’s huge standard biz, (2) the 
general exploitation of WB musicals and (3) the ability to obtain the 


It was impossible to obtain a statement on the reunion from Her- 
man Starr, WB v.p., who had served as generalissimo in Warners’ 
attempt to increase the performance income for its musical catalogs. 
He left a week ago last Friday (31) for a vacation in Maine. 





The revenue 


He is 








Pro and Con Decision Handed Down 
By Fed. Ct. in Philipp vs Remick Suit 


| Kavelin Weds Warbler 


Latest round in the case of the late 
Adolph Philipp against the Remick 
Music Corp. resulted in a two-way 
decision last week. Judge William 
Bondy, in the Federal Court, Man- 
hattan, refused to grant either 


Philipp’s plea for a summary judg- 
ment or the defenijant’s motion for 
a dismissal of the complaint. Philipp, 
writer of ‘Alma, Wo Wonst Du?” the 
rights to the performance of which 
operetta are in dispute, died several 
days previous to the ‘hahding down 
of Judge Bondy’s findings. 

Philipp, in his action, also named 
NBC and Jerome H. Remick & Co., 
which latter firm was absorbed by 
the Remick Musie Corp. The Ger- 
man actor-producer-writer churged 
that NBC had broadcast tunes from 
his operetia without the required 
Permission. Remick became a arty 
to the action by virtue of the fact 
that it had extended permission to 
NBC to use these tunes as part of 
the network’s blanket contract with 
the American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers. 

Wattenberg & Wattenberg, counsel 
for Remick, contended that it had a 
rig. * to grant this broadcasting per- 
mission because Philipp, in giving the 
publishing house the right of copy- 
righting the songs, had yielded all 
other implied rights, including that 
of performance. Philipp held that 
the interpretation did not apply in 
his case and that all he gave was the 
right of publication. 

In his finding, Judge Bondy stated 
the language of the agreement be- 
tween Philipp and Remick mace it 
a subject of reasonable dispute, 
which would have to be decided by 
trial. The court pointed out that 
Since the agreement allowed Phil- 
ipp to reserve certain rights in his 
composition, such as the right to re- 
Produce on the stage without pay- 
ment of royalties, there was doubt 
. 48 to whether the writer had signed 
away ne rights of perform nce. 

use of the term ‘to copyright, 
held Judge Bondy. does not conclus- 
ively disclose an intention to trans- 
fer the performance rights of the 
Separate songs. In support of this 
point the court cited several appel- 
late tribunal decisions, adding that 
what doubt there is should be re- 
solved in favor of the composer. The 








On 3d Anni as Maestro 
Pittsburgh, Aug. 4. | 

Al Kavelin took time out on his 
thira anniversary as a band leader 
on Sunday (2) to elope to Steuben- 
ville, O., with his former vocalist, 
Virginia Gilcrest. Bride joined Ka- 
velin’s ork in Chicago at Blackstone 
hotel year ago following tour with 
the ‘Hello Paris’ unit. 

Kavelin closes 13-week stay at 
William Penn’s Urban Roof Aug. 15, 
and will be replaced by band late 
Orville Knapp headed. Latter outfit 
is sticking together on a coopera- 
tive basis and will come here for 
six weeks. 


RECORD PLUGS 
SLATED FOR 
WB MUSIC 


On the heels of the Warner Bros.- 
ASCAP reunion, all users of popular 
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WB, Which First 


than ever. 


|trust suit against ASCAP, Warners 


self on this very angle by notifying 


vance 


communication, 


! 


iunion of ASCAP and WB might have 





music hopped onto the WB catalog, 


more than eager to compensate the | 
film company’s music publishing | 


holdings with a series of grand plug- | 


fests. 


For one thing, the wealth of WB | 
sundry | 


music, spread among its 
copyright owners, has been off the 
air for seven months and accordingly 
it is regarded as ‘fresh’ music. 

The WB firms are Witmark, Re- 
mick, Harms, T. B. Harms, New 
World. Victoria and Shubert Music 
Corp., and subsids. Among the com- 
posers whose music has 52en barred 
from major attention on the air 
since the first of the year icc the 
works of Victor Herbert, Gershwin, 


Youmans, Rodgers and Hart, Ru-| 


dolph Frim!. Kern, Romberg, Ham- 
merstein, Harbach, Hirsch, Hubbell, 
et al. 
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Notified 
Dept. of Justice of Ac- 
cord, May be Chief Wit- 
ness in Anti-Trust Suit vs. 
Society — Harry Warner 
Told Studio Would Have 





HTS 'Pubs Still Undecided on Proposal for 





WB’s Plug Contacts 





Sidelight on the Warner 
Bros.-ASCAP schism is the 
contact for songplugs con- 


tmued by Rocco Vocco, Larry 
Spier, et al, on behalf of 
the WB tunes with the cream 
of the radio maestros and acts, 
knowing none of the Warner 





to Abandon Musical Film | 
Productien Unless Radio | 
Plugs Were Restored. 


By BEN BODEC 
Behef among lawyers associated 
with the music industry is that the 
return of Warner Bros. to the Amer- 


ican Society of Composers, Authors 


and Publishers has served to com- 


plicate the copyright situation more | 
It is predicated by this | 
same source that when the U. S. gov- 
ernment resumes trial of its anti- 


may find itself in the role of the 
vovernment’s chief witness. 

Warner had sought to protect it- 
the Department of Justice in ad- 
of its intention to return 
to the Society. The government's 
legalites, in acknowledging Warner’s 
averred that they 
were cognizant of the fact that WB 
had done the best it could and did 
not blame the company for trying 
tu preserve its interests. 

Question of what bearing the re- 
ol 


the government litigation also 





Kibitzers’ Angles 





Tin Pan Alley was  hot- 
stoving, after the truce, just 
how much damage the ASCAP- 
WB schism had done Warner 
Bros., so far as their pictures 
were €oncerned. While not 
many WB musicals have been 
released since the Jan. 1 drop- 
out from the Society, the few 
that were distributed didn’t «n- 
joy ‘he radio build-up that 
previous WB pictures have 
through the etherization of the 
songs im advance of release. 

From the bo. angie, it’s ot 
course impossible to make ory 
approxunations of profit or iocs 
That goes, to a lesser degree, 
also for the straight music 
publisnbing end, although the 
latter as offset by considerav'e 
saving on overhead through 
personnel, orchestrations, etc. 











had its repercussions in NBC and 
Columbia quarters this week. The 
networks expressed themselves as 
resentful of the implications that 
might involve them with the suit 
because of the meeting which E. C. 
Mills, ASCAP gen. mgr., called sast 
Thursday (30). One network official 
remarked that N ills’ behavior at the 
Thursday meeting might have been 
regarded by the webs as ‘farcical’ 
were it not for the possibility that 
the government might snatch upon 


MILLS BURNS NETS 
| 
| 
| 


songs could be released for 
broadcasting. But ever since 
Jan. 1, both Vocco (Remick) 
Spier (T. B. Harm: Edwin 
H. (Buddy) Morris and Art 


Schwartz of Witmark-Harms, 


maintained contacts with the 
plugs knowing that some day 
either WB would return to 
ASCAP, or the radio stations 


would take out blanket licenses 
for: the use of WB music. 
From the bands and artists’ 
viewpoint, the Lindy and Sardi 
haunts early this week were 
freely sprinkled with sighs of 
relief now that peace has been 
declared. It was mutually em- 
barrassing whenever a Warner 
song came up for usage on a 
program only to find it radio- 


restricted. 
A flock of WB films with 
songs in ‘em are due for re- 


lease within the next six weeks, 
which may force extending the 
WB music staffs. They are 
‘Cain and Mabel’ (Marion 
Davies), ‘Loud Speaker Low- 
down,’ ‘Stage Struck; the new 
James Melton filmusical and 
‘Golddiggers of 1837.’ 


Non-Member ASCAP Rai 





ing Board 


> 


Suggestion that the determination 

catalog availability retings be 
taken out of the hands of the pres- 
ent publishers committee and turned 
over to a non-member group has 
received anything but a. quick re- 
sponse from the publisher-faction in 
the American Society of Composers, 
Authors .and Publishers. The pubs 
want lots of time to think over the 
proposition, particularly as it in- 
volves the personnel of the non- 
| me ber committee. Threesome pro- 
| posed by Saul Bornstein for the lat- 
j ter are Johm G. Paine, E. F. Bitner 


of 





l€ 


land E. C. Mills. 

| Though the pubs stronfly favor a 
| change in the availability setup they 
| prefer to hold off committing them- 


| Selves to the outside committee idea 
until they fina out how this commit- 
tee will function and how its meth- 
ods will constitute an nmprovemcaat 
over those used by the present 
committee-of seven publishers. The 
trend seems to be for eliminating all 





committees when it comes to 
measuring each pub’s share of 
ASCAP’s income and leaving this 


| task entirely to the Society’s book- 
keeping staff, which would be guided 
by a set of definite formulas. 


Seme Like the Idea 


By some pubs the outside commit- 
tee idea is regarded as sound and 
logical if this board's existence is to 
be a temporary one. The commit- 
tee should be invested with the 
specific job of examining each. pub- 
lisher’s catalog and, after discussing 








it with the publisher concerned, al- 





INTO BRIBERY 
STILL HOT 





the commish immediztely call 
and 


publishers and orchestra leaders. 


yers. 
and why. and find out whether 
the opinion of the lawyers the jus 


defense before the FTC or a cour 
of law. 





Duel Over Song 


Budapest, July 24. 





COVTS PROBE 


Indications are that the Govern- 
ment has no intention of calling off 
its investigation of plug bribery in 
the music industry. In a formal let- 
ter, John G. Paine, chairman of the 
Music Publishers’ Protective Associ- 
ation, was told by the Federal Trade 
Commission Jast week that it would 
give consideration to his request that 
a 
trade conference to determine ways 
means of eliminating bribery | 
practices prevailing between music 


At a meeting of the MPPA last 
weck, the publishers were urged not 
to regard the FTC’s probe as an- 
other one of those things, but to dis- 
cuss the situation with their law- 
The pubs were advised to ex- 
lain to their attorneys what they 
were doing in the way of paying off 
in 


locate the number of availability 
points which the committee believes 
it deserve... Next step of the com- 
mittee would be to work out for 
the material it had gathered over a 
period of say six months a set for- 
mula for determining . availability 
values, which, like the formulas for 
measuring seniority and perform- 
ance ratings, would become the con- 
cern strictly of ASCAP’s bookkeep- 
jing staff. The committre of three 
would then have completed its 
labors and its continued existence 
made unnecessary. 

To the average publisher. the 
number of points assigned him on 
availability is of major importance. 
On the basis of the Society’s distri- 
bution for the second quarter of 
1936 each availability point was 
worth $24.30, while each perform- 
ance point, as measurea by the plug 
survey used for that period, meant 
a return of 33c. This made the value 
of a single availability poimt equiva- 
lent to 73 performances. 


DREYER NAMED TOP 
OF RKO’S MUSIC DEPT. 


Hollywood, Aug. 4. 
Dave lreyer, with Radio for past 
two years. has been made genervl 








mt -| manager of the studio’s music de- 
tification would make an acceptable 


partment. He'll bendie talent, au- 
t| ditions. tune selections and publish- 
ing motters. 

Dreyer formerly was with the 
Irving Beilin, Inc. 
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Around to Jit Phonos 


Spartanburg. 8. C., Aug. 4. , 


this incident as another alleged !ir* 
pointing to a conspiracy between 


Kostelanetz Gets Fed 
Hollywood, Aug. 4 


Some people in Hungary like to; 
settle differences of opinion by duel- 


] clearest language,’ he said, ‘is neces- 
Sary to divert the author of the 








; . ; ASCAP and the networks. [n the |}; nein etme , _| Automatic phonographs with nickel 
se hon labor. Such language is} Andre Kostelanctz being tendered criginal trial of the case in the PM» berger saat: ome anianete are just becoming a craze 
pipprice a luncheon by Song Writers’ Pro-| suramer of 1935. government counsel | contention in the lest duel fought! among thousands of Dixie hill bil- 


tective Association at Victor Hugo | charged tha‘ there was a close os89- | (by two cafe singers, Aniko Voros | lies and mill workers. 





> ° : A alion in licensing maneuvers be- Vv SE a Local firm has ‘em in filling sta- 
Phil Restaurant in Hollywood today — . : and Valey Racz) was called ‘Niagara.’ | 4 
D = pnd Fem. Ork te | (Wednesday). CBS conductor here | — a snd oo Sey ‘aia Girls quarreled because cach ac-| — ag ae _ — 
oubile Into i ays Ss » Pons film | WOrSs CXCC. SVET WHS Wey |cused the other of spoiling the tune.| Stands a roug . 
Phil Spitalny A on Eee ge for new Lily Pons fi | not krow what Milk wanted of them | Valey chaiienced Rules anlt ane : mountains, and nickels are pouring 


— a? this meeting. or tu.y wouid not 
ra are slated to double ‘rom Committee headed by Jerome Kern nome attenthe. 20ilie © inter Ge. 


the Paramount, N. Y., into the RCA | comprises Sigmund Rombers, Ar-| ‘eloped, had convened them to ob- 
Magic Key matinee radio show ® | thur Schwartz, Harry Dubin, Gordon | tain ommniipes that in the evem ‘var 
week from Sunday (16). jand Revel, Leo Febin, Jimmy Me- | nar rejoined the Society the wibs| 
Unusualness of the booking is that | Hush. Arthur Freed. Pandro Bere) yy tt ror any ill wil! © 
Spitalny isn't an RCA Victor re- | man, Oscar Hammerstein Ii, Werner | _. inst | 
cording artist. Jannsen, Gus Kahn, Harry Ruby | she Warner firms 
Dave Dreyer, E. Y. Harburg, Jack | ce = 


in. Large staff of men with trucks 
| working {full time and often until 
midnight to keep machines in or- 


GENTRY’S LONG STAY | der, changing records and getting 


| the take to a local bank. 
Detroit, Aug. ; $p- 


} . 
‘ | Mountein music makers are com- 
exercise any discrimination against} Tom Gentry’s band has been held ing in for some share of the harvest, 
Millis got thes as- "+r for the season at Walled Lake | fiddle and banjo stuff being main- 


» | wounded on the foreheau. 
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;, r s , but the networks feel tha’ | Czsi.o. | sta vith the result that some of 
s, Harry Arlen, Bert Kalmar. | aren | | stay, wit ‘ 
Howard Brockway and band play- —wor erage Nervi and. Victor Schert- Mills had been indiscreet im pro-| QOnie nally set in for three rises oo rural rustics are getting studie 
ing the Colony Club, Cresco, Pa. zinger. (Continued on page 40) ‘ap April calls for recordings. - 











40 VARIETY 





MuUSEC 








Wednesday, August 5, 1936 





Pix Foreed 


WB Return 





(Continued from page 39) 
posing this question thereby putting 
them on the spot. Most of the net- 
work men departed from the meet- 
ing wondering what was Mills’ real 
motive. 

Warner realizes the major part it 
will likely play at the resumption of 
the: government’s trial. The film 
company admits that the fact that 
its musical catalogs were not allicd 
with ASCAP since the end of 1935 
was strong enough circumstance to 
keep them off the air, and, as it 


agreed with the Department of Jus- 


tice, if this weren’t so it would not 
have gone back to the Society. 


Studio Forced Issue 
Film company let it be known, 


following the acceptance of its terms 


practically intact by the ASCAP di- 


rectorate Monday (5), that what | 
actuaily drove it back to the Society | 
was its Hollywood interests. Marry | 
M. Warner had come to the realiza- 
| tion that he either had to get back 
into the Society or give up making 
‘musical pictures. Writers were re-| 
| fusing to renew their contracts with 
'the Warner studios. Attempts to | 
bring in still other writers had | 
proved fruitless, and what writers 
| Warners was still able to hold were | 
| constantly subject to heated bidding 
from other studios. 

Besides the pressure at the stu-| 
|dios, Harry Warner had to contend 
with his publicity department. By 
the latter source he was advised that 
the bar laid down by the networks 
made it impossible to give the right 
kind of exploitation to a Warner 
musical, and that the only way out 
was to stop making musicals. 
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Before Joseph Hazen, of the WB 
legal staff, was sent on from Holly- 
wood to negotiate terms for War- 
|ner’s reunion with ASCAP, an at-| 
|tempt was made to interest NBC in| 
a purchase of the WB music com- 
panies. There were several discus- 
sions in that direction, but at no 
point did they indicate any serious 
intention on the part of the network. 
It is understood that NBC could 
have had the Warner catalogs for 
$2,000,000. When WB first went into 
the music biz its investment exceed- 
ed $8,000,000. 

Under the terms of re-alliance 
with ASCAP, Warner will collect 
dividends from the Society as of 
Aug. 1. In the stipulation which 
Hazen submitted to the ASCAP 
board at Monday’s meeting, the cate 
of dividend effectiveness had been 
set as July 1, but when most of the 
pub board members demurred, the 








will. resume the seniority ratings 
that prevailed as of Dec. 31, 1935, 
while the availability classifications 


Te | 0: ensue “oe 
ust PUBLICATIONS: point was waived. Warner catalog 
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mov Orie, 
VINCENT LOPEZ 


and His Orchestra 


at the Pavillon Royal, 
Valley Stream, N. Y¥. 
is featuring 


“SING, BABY, SING” 

“LOVE WILL TELL” 

“YOU TURNED THE 
TABLES ON ME” 


From the 20th Century-Fox 
Musical Extravaganza 
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NEW YORK 


for each of the WB firms will be de- 
termined at the next meeting of the 
availability committee. It is also 
understood WB will for the next five 
months be paid off on the actual 
performances it is able to show and 
that if the ASCAP suryey shall later 
disclose that WB’s divvy on per- 
formances had been too much, WB 
will rebate the difference. If the re- 
port is the other way, ASCAP will 
make up the difference. 


Morris No. 1 Man 


With the resumption of relations 
with ASCAP, Edwin H. (Buddy) 
Morris became No. 1 man of War- 
ner’s music publishing interests, At 
the next directorate election of 
ASCAP, he will be returned to the 
post of Warner spokesman on the 
board. 

Warner Bros. will not only wash 
the slate clean of all infringement 
litigation brought in connection with 
the ASCAP break, but also relieve 
all its broadcast clients of license 
fee obligation as of Aug. 1. Stations 
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which have paid their fees for any 
period beyond July 31 will have their 
money rebated. The damages asked 
in the infringement suits amount to 
over $3,000,000, of which $2,000,000 is 
against the networks alone. 

After managing to scrape together 
a forum, the ASCAP directors acted 
favorably on the WB application at 
exactly 4:25 Monday afternoon. A 
few minutes later there was cele- 
brating going on among what re- 
mained of the WB music personnel 
in their offices in the RCA building. 


WB Seeks Songs 


Morris declared Tuesday (yester- 
day) that he had no intention of 
loading up with employees right 
away. It was first necessary, he said, 
for the various firms to get some 
songs for publication. Reorganiza- 
tion of the publishing setup, which 
went into effect yesterday, has the 
four leading catalogs merged into 
two parts for operating purposes. 


an 


Witmark and Remick, while Larry 
Spier will supervise the affairs of 
Harms, Inc., and T. B. Harms, Art 
Schwartz, who, until the break from 
ASCAP, was chief assistant to Mor- 





‘JUST A DREAM 


from the Musical Play ‘MIAMI SANDS’ 








You can make your dreams 
come true with 


‘JUST A DREAM 


Big novelty dante orchestraiion by 


HARRY L. ALFORD 


C. Arthur Fifer—Quincy, Illinois 














ris, will serve as head contact with 
the Warner _ studios. Morris, 
Schwartz, Spier and Vocco have been 
occupied the past three days goinz 
through a mass of manuscripts which 
Schwartz had brougtit into New York 
from Hollywood with a view to pick- 
|ing some scngs with which to get 
| going. Vocco will also function as 
| general assistant to Morris. 

Max Dreyfus, an ASCAP director 
and interested with WB in T. B. 
| Harms, is credited with actually ef- 
| fecting the reconciliation between 
| Warner Bros. and the Society. To 
| Beane also goes the credit of per- 
|suading the ASCAP board to grant 
WB's reunion conditions, 














| try Club and ‘The Kentucky Colo- 

















nels.’ 
Most Requested All this was part of the continued 
effort to picture All-Continent as an 
(Reported by Carl Hoff, || actual William Fox asset available 
Lucky Strike, N. Y.) 
These Foolish Things 
When I'm With You a trust set up for Fox's wife and his 
You Can’t Pull the Wool daughters. : 
Take My Heart ee 
Would You? 
* - ° 
Sean Motel | Fiction and Films | 
Cross Patch 
No Regrets —_ 
Stompin at the Savoy | (Continued from page 27) 
it's a Sim to Tell a Lie | to get the ranch from its girl owner, | 
> re . . ‘igs te. 
(Reported by Al Roth, | tunnel the water out and irrigate 


# | Breck Bradley, horse wrangler on an 
rg ey ig | adjoining ranch, helps the girl keep | 
The Glory of Love the property after plenty of wild 
Take My Heart fighting. Pumps up plenty of action | 
Is It True About Dixie | and not badly done. Might be a pic-| 
Let’s Sing Again | ture. Certainly good ‘summer read- 
Afterglow | ing for them as likes it. 

Would You | ‘Love Limited,’ by Terry Dean, 
Robins and Roses | is the rather patterned story of a 
On The Beach at Bali-Bali | roup of boys who stake their most 
Cross Patch | attractive member to a pseudo social 
|career in the hopes of cashing in. 
The girl buys up all the stock, which 





(Reported by Charles Bar- 


Rocco Vocco will have charge of! 


nett, Glen Island Casino,N. Y.). || 
Without Shadow of Doubt 
Stompin at the Savoy 
These Foolish Things 
Would You 

Small Hotel 

When I’m With You 
You’re Not the Kind 
Christopher Columbus 

Is It True About Dixie 
Take My Heart 





(Reported by Milton Mann, 
Village Barn, N. Y.) 
Stompin’ at the Savoy 
Sma!l Hotel 
Star Dust 
Christopher Columbus 
She Shall Have Music 
Would You? 
When I’m With You 
Goody Goody 
Where There’s You There’s Me 
Stormy Weather 





(Reported by Nano Rodrigo, 
tango maestro, Rainbow Room, 
New York.) 

La Cumparsita 
Esmeralda 
Abandono 
Caminito 

Consuelo 

Albeniz Tango 
Violetera 

Tango della Gelosia 
Por Que 
Inspiracion 


Wm. Fox 


(Continued from page 5) 


culture in Washington. The letter 
signed ‘Herbert Leitsteen, vice-presi- 
dent’ listed among Aronberg-Fried’s 
assets ‘$450,000 subscribed by Wil- 
liam Fox.’ e 

Leitsteen, who has been Fox’s 
bookkeeper for 27 years, said he did 
not remember whether or not he was 
a member of the concern at that 
time but ‘that looks like my signa- 
ture.’ 

With the letter was a purported 
copy of an agreement by Fox not to 
ask for the return of the money. 
Leitsteen looked through his employ- 
er’s books and said that he could find 
no record of the transaction, but on 
the All-Continent books he found a 
transfer of that amount on the same 
day that Aronberg-Fried was sup- 
posed to have received the money 
from Fox. 


Katz then offered the All-Con- 
tinent records as_ evidence, but 
Referee Steedle rejected them on the 
ground ‘it might have been a mere 
coincidence.’ 

The complete financial records of 
Parkwood Corp’n, New York sub- 
sidiary of All-Continent, were also 
forced into evidence. 

Creditors’ counsel showed that 
Parkwood was used almost entirely 
as a bank and clearing house for Fox. 
Masses of funds exchanged between 
Parkwood, All-Continent, Transient 
Garage (another All-Continent sub- 
sidiary), Fox, Mrs. Fox and some- 
times One of their two daughters 
were traced. 

Leitsteen admitted that Parkwood 
owned no property and had no busi- 
ness of its own. He also admitted 
that all the 1935 disbursements ex- 
cept a $3.50 printing bill and the re- 
turn of $10,000 to All-Continent were 
|for the benefit of Fox. In 1936, Leis- 
|teen said, Parkwood served not only 
| Fox bt also Mrs. Fox. 

In ruling on one of the pages, 
Referee Sieedle declared that ‘these 
items are almost entirely for William 
Fox, although they were transferred 
to him by a circuitous route.’ 

Items listed in the Parkwood books 


























‘for Fox included checks paid to the 


Woodmere Club, Cor ¢ressional Coun- 


brings it to a happy ending. Noth- 


No ASCAP Board 


toward satisfying the more than ! Members Ame 
$9,000,000 in claims, rather than. ’ 


MPPA Directors 


New board of directors of the Mu- 
sic Publishers Protective Association 
was elected July 30. They met again 
yesterday (Tuesday) to name the 
new officers of the association. 

MPPA’s directorial setup as it now 
stands, with not a single one a mem- 
ber of the board of the American 
Society of Composers, Authors & 
publishers this time, is: 

Ben Bornstein, Ager, Yellen & 
Bornstein: Lou Diamond, Famous 
Music Corp.: Carl Engel, G. Schir- 
mer, Inc.; Sam Fox, Sam Fox Mu- 
sic Co.; William Kretschmer, Carl 
Fischer, Inc.; E. B. Marks, E. B, 
Marks Music Co.; Max Mayer, Paull- 
Pioneer Publishing Co.; Abe Olman, 








ing new for films and only so0-su 
reading. 


‘Song of the Stars’ is Anne Stew- | 
Girl legal student, | 
who’s been running a dude ranch, | Spitzer, Chappell Co. 
makes her legal debut as defendant | —— ——" 
of a suit to rustle the ranch and a | 


art’s kick-in. 


mine away from her. She 
with the help of her friends. Not 
plausible and not developed with 
| much adroitness, but it reads easily 
and might make a picture. 

‘Hard’ is a companion to ‘Easy,’ by 
| the same author, Eliot Brewster. A 
| business girl who doubles in ‘the 
| home life of her boss, falls madly 
|in love with a stranger, gets the 
| pass-up and goes back to her old 
| boss’ arms. Too tough for filming, 
| but it’s smoothly written, which 
| helps a lot, and the threadbare plot 
is furbished up a bit. 

‘Easily Persuaded,.’ by Christo- 
pher Shayne, has little other than 
its heat to commend it, but there’s 
apparently a profitable demand for 
that sort of yarn. Eleanor passes 
up a radio contract—at a price—to 
give herself to a fellow lodger, who 
turns out to be the son of the owner 
of a one-lung radio station. The 
girl gets a mike job, upsets the 
small town and marries the station 
|} manager. Radio angle helps a little, 
toe it can’t be cleaned for pictures. 


Literati 


wins 











(Continued from page 27) 
m.e. -of the Journal-American, is 
day telegraph editor of the Chi 
Herald-Examiner. 

Norman Rockwell back in N. Y. 
from Hannibal, Mo. Mark Twain’s 
birthplace, which he visited in con- 
nection with the Heritage Press edi- 
tion of ‘Tom Sawyer. He is illus- 
trating it. 

Thomas Wolfe in Germany to see 
the Olympics. His ‘Of Time and the 
River’ now published there, but no 
royalties can go out of the country, 


cheap 0.0. 


Hilda Phelps Hammond has re- 
turned to New Orleans to finish her 
book, ‘Let Freedom Ring,’ dealing 
with political corruption in Louis- 
iana and Senatorial indifference in 
Washington. 


Rockwell Kent to illustrate a com- 
plete works of Shakespeare to be 


pher Morley will write the preface. 
De Luxe edition limited to 750 copies 
at $50 per set. 

Hartford Times has purchased a 
four-passenger Stinson plane which 
will be used in general promotion for 
the newspaper. Paper is the first in 
Connecticut to own a plane. It also 
operates station WTHT. 

Susan Fraley Eisele of Blue Earth, 
Minn., judged best country newspa- 
per correspondent for 1036. She 
writes for the Fairmont (Minn.) 
Sentinel, and will receive a $200 
prize and a trip to N. Y. 

George Beck, former B’way p.a.. 
now editing the National Federal 
Guide in Washington, has a leave 
of absence and will work on a novel. 
Leaves next week from Baltimore 
on a tramp steamer headed for L. A. 

E. Des Melcher, dramatic and mo- 
tion picture editor of the Washing- 
ton Evening Star, off to Hollywood 
on his annual westward trek. 
Melcher does a studio prowl for his 
sheet every summer. This marks 
his fourth. 

Wilbur Pledge Brown, who peddled 
stories on Alaska’s Matanuska Valley 
Colony to editors all over the coun- 
try, was convicted in New York for 
stealing a hotel stenog’s typewriter 
and sentenced to six months to three 
years in jail ; 





so Wolfe will give the Reich a' 


published by Doubleday. Christo-: 


Leo Feist, Inc.; Ralph Peer, South- 
ern Music Co.; Lester Santly, Sant- 
ly Bros.-Joy, Inc.; Elliott Shapiro, 
Shapiro, Bernstein & Co.; Henry 
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Dise Reviews 
By Abel Green 





Two bright Columbia imports are 
‘A Musical Snuff Box’ with ‘Parade 
of the City Guards’ (Jessel), nice in- 
strumentals by The Bohemians, G. 
Walter conducting. Latter scored 
‘City Guards’ into an_ interesting 
march. Columbia No. 252. On No. 
253, by the Orchestra Raymonde 
(yocals by Gerry Ritzgerald, in Eng- 
lish, despite the French band) is the 
classic waltz; ‘Three Jolly Brothers’ 
paired with ‘The Wedding of the 
Rose. 

Joe Sanders orchestra, sans the late 
Carlton A. Coon who, as the C-S 
Nighthawks, were pioneers on the al 
fresco midnite jamborees, dishes out 
pright dance music on Decca 843 
with ‘These Foolish Things’ and ‘My 
First Thrill,’ both English tunes. No. 
850 couples ‘One Step Ahead of My 
Shadow’ with ‘I'll Never Let You 
Go.’ Sanders vocalizes in all, and 
in all, the dansapation is simple and 
forthright. 

Charles Magnante, who's been on 
many NBC programs, has canned 
quite a library of popular excerpts 
for Brunswick, all accordion solos 
save for ‘Russian Waltz’ and ‘Two 
Guitars’ (No. 7695), which have gui- 
tar accompaniments. Otherwise 
Magnante makes his windjammer 
sound almost like a full orchestra 
on its ownsome. ‘Nola’ and “lan- 
talizin’’ (original composition) is one 
couplet on Brunswick 7689. His own 
arrangement of the paraphrase on 
‘Carnival of Venice’ is coupled with 
Rachmaninoff’s ‘Prelude in C Sharp 
Minor’ on No. 7690. Zez Confrey’s 
‘Dizzy Fingers’ with Magnante’s own 
“Accordiana’ shows off the intricacies 
of the piano keyboard (No. 7691). 
‘Black Eyes’ and ‘Estrellita’; ‘Merry 
Widow’ with the ‘Blue Danube 
Waltz,’ and Lou Alter’s ‘Manhattan 
Serenade’ with ‘Two Guitars’ are the 
other couplets. 


Kay Kyser has brilliantly scored 
‘Nothing’s Blue But the Sky’ and 
"The Scene Changes’ for Brunswick 
7682, Virginia Simms and Bill Stoker 
respectively vocalizing, while Russ 
Morgan and his Music in the Mor- 
gan Manner on Brunswick 17697 
shows how with ‘Empty Saddles’ and 
*‘Can’t Escape from You’ (both 
‘Rhythm on the Range’ excerpts) on 
No. 7697. The maestro and Linda 
Lee split the vocals, but as eve! 
that Morgan pianology and trom- 
bone stand out, 

Leo Reisman is ultra on Brunswick 
7686 with ‘Stars in My Eyes’ and 
‘Did I Remember?’ waltz and fox 
couplet, both filmusical excerpts, 
and both brightly scored. ‘Beach at 
Bali-Bali’ and ‘Afterglow,’ the latter 
much more heated, on No. 7696 are 
up: to usual Reisman parity. Larry 
a is the vocal giver-outer in 
all. 


Cleo Brown who whips a mean set 
of black-and-whites to self-vocal ac- 
comp, tells all about ‘Love in the 
First Degree’ and ‘My Gal Mezzanine’ 
on Decca 846. An intricate bass- 
guitar-drums orchestral accomp helps 
whip up the hot sauce. The dusky 
Cleo, now on the Coast, is a cinch 
for some London and Paris nitery 
bookings. 


Judy Garland, Metro’s adolescent 
discovery, has been grabbed by Jack 
Kapp of Decca, and her versions of 
‘Stompin’ at the Savoy’ and ‘Swing, 
Mister Charlie’ take two of the cur- 
rent swingos and refine them down 
into articulate parlance. The 13- 
year-old Miss Garland shows how 
to swing in vccal style. Decca 848. 


Connie Boswell has also become 
Swingminded and asks to ‘Swing Me 
a Lullaby’ and ‘You Can Call It 
Swing’ on Decca 840; also ‘I Met My 
Waterloo’ and ‘Bali-Bali’ on No. 829. 
ont Crosby’s orchestra accomps in 


Chick Webb who keeps ‘em 
stompin’ at the Savoy ballroom in 
Harlem shows how he does it on 
Decca 830-31 ith ‘Sing Me a Swing 
Song’ (Carmichael-Adams) and 
Facts and Figures’ (Edgar Sampson) 
on one, and ‘Under the Spell of the 
Blues’ (Sampson-Ken Harrison) and 
‘Little Bit Later On’ as. another 
couplet. In between the torrid mod- 
ulations and riffs, Ella Fitzgerald 
vocalizes. _ 

Art Shaw, clarinet-maestro of his 
combo, is a current ‘swingo tave 
around N. Y., so Brunswick has 
signed him exclusively. He’s coupled 
two oldies, Irving Berlin’s ‘Pretty 


Girl Is Like a Melody’ with ‘Jap- 
anese Sandman,’ and two newies, ‘No 
| Regrets’ (Tobias-Ingraham) with ‘I 
Used to Be Above Love’ (Gershwin- 
Duke), wherein Wes Vaughan tells 
all ’bout it vocally. In this, Shaw’s 
pitched meerschaum gets in its in- 
| strumental licks against’ a sizzling 
string quartet background. Vaughan, 
; the vocalist, is also on guitar in this 
, team; Julie Schechter, Lou Klayman, 
| violinist; Sam Persoff, viola: Jimmie 








pet; Mark Bennet, trombone; Tommy 
Zummers, 


tenor sax; Fulton Mc- 
Grath, Steinwaying; Sam Weiss. 
traps; Hank Wayland, overgrown 


doghouse. 

Frankie Trumbauer sho’ swings it 
on Brunswick 7687 with ‘Diga Diga 
Do,’ revived from ‘Blackbirds,’ paired 
jwith ‘Old Cowhand,’ Johnny Mer- 
cer’s tune for the new Crosby pic- 
ture, ‘Rhythm on_ the 
Jack Teagarden, trombones and vocal- 
izes, while brother Charlie T. splits 
the horns with Russ Case, who’s 
first trumpet; Tram on solo sax; Roy 
|Bargy at the  black-and-whites: 
Johnny Cadero, Matty Matlock and 
| Eddie Miller, lst and 2d altos and 
| tenor sax respec; Roy Baduc on 
drums; Artie Miller manhandling the 
doghouse and Car] Kress plinking the 
plunks combine into a swinge classic. 
Brunswick 7687. 

Benny Goodman swings ‘These 
Foolish Things’ ‘In a Sentimental 
Mood’ on Victor 25331, Helen Ward 
vocalizing while out of the files 
comes ‘Slow River’ and ‘I’m Gonna 
Meet My Sweetie Now’ under the 
Jean Goldkette baton with the im- 
mortal Bix Beiderbecke, champ hot 
trumpeter, giving out sizzling breaks 
on Victor 25354. It’s for the collec- 
tors’ albums. With Bix, R. Ludwig 
and F. Farrer were on the brass; 
Wilcox-Rank on _ the slip-sliders, 
Trumbauer, Rycker and Murray, 
saxes; S. Brown, bass; Quicksall, 
banjo;. Morehouse, drums; Riskin 
piano and Joe Venuti hot fiddlin.’ 

Teddy Wilson’s ‘Blues in C Sharp 
Minor’ and ‘Warming’ Up,’ both Wil- 
son’s own compositions, swing it, ’n’ 
how, on Brunswick 7684. Roy El- 
dridge, trumpet; Sidney Catlett, 
drums: Leon Berry, tenor sax; Robert 
Lassie, guitar; Buster Bailey. clari- 
net; Israel Crosby bass and Wilson at 
the ivories are a hotcha team. 

Clyde (‘Sugar Blues’) McCoy now 
offers ‘Blue Sugar’ (his own con- 
coction) as a sequel and very worthy 
it is too, on Decca 833. In honor of 
the Broadway ballroom where Mc- 
Coy is a-fave, his ‘Roseland Stomp’ 
composi )n glorifies that spot and in 
combo it’s a very wah-wah and 
wacky pair of foxtrots. 

Cab Calloway revives Ted Lewis’ 
‘When You’re Smiling’ and his own, 
‘Are You in Love With Me Again?’ 
making them quite heated and hi-de- 
ho. Brunswick 7685. 

Andy Kirk and his 12 Clouds of 
Joy give out the ‘Moten Swing,’ Ed- 
die Durhmam’s salute to the late 
Bennie Moten, and with ‘Give Her a 
Pint’ they’re quite swingo. Decca 
853. ‘Give Her a Pint (And She'll 
Take It All)’ is by Cahn-Chaplin 
who’ve fashioned a flock of novelty 
foxtrots, all of the hot general in re- 
cent months. Same tunesmiths con- 
cocted ‘Let’s Not Fall in Love.’ and 
Bob Howard pianologizes it with his 
swing band on Decca 839. ‘Best 
Things Happen at Night’ is the com- 
panion number of the engaging 
; Howard’s Harlem style of keyboard- 
ing. 











Balto Union Vetoes 
Concert By Naval Band 


Baltimore, Aug. 4. 


Lieut. W. R. Sima, leader of U. S. 
Naval Academy band, is doing a 
burnup because local Musical Union 
No. 40 refused permission for band 
to come to Balto late this month 
and put on an open-air concert. 
Sima wrote to Joseph Weber, na- 
tional prexy of musical unions, and 
found Weber upheld the local union 
ruling. 

Freddie Huber, Balto municipal 
director of music, invited the Naval 
Acad band, which has never shown 
here. to play the engagement. Mu- 
sical union refused permish because 
it claimed such practices would 





of union musikers. 
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The mighty titan of the trumpet continues to 


“When Did You Leave Heaven?” 


production, “Sing, Baby, Sing” 


through the years. Currently he 
laureis with his great orchestra 
via CBS on Thursdays at 7 p.m. 
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Oderich, cello; Willie Kelley. trum- | 


Range.’ | 


eventually harm employment status | 





Most Played on Air 





To familiarize the trade with 
the tunes most on the air 
around New York, the follow- 
ing is the listing of the songs 
most played on the cross- 
country networks last week in 
relative standing, according to 
the approximate number of 
combined plugs on WEAF, WJZ 
and WABC. 

These Foolish Things 
When I’m With You 

On the Beach at Bali Bali 
You Can’t Pull the Wool 
Glory of Love 

Take My Heart 

Did I Remember 

Cross Patch 

Stompin’ at the Savoy 
Rendezvous With a Dream 
I'm an Old Cowhand 
Afterglow 

Hidden Valley 

Would You 

Me and the Moon 

There’s a Small Hotel 
Stars Fell Out of Heaven 
Without Shadow of Doubt 
Knock, Knock, Who’s There 
Is It True About Dixie 
Sing, Sing, Sing 

No Regrets 

You’re Net the Kind 

Am I Asking Too Much 

I Can’t Escape From You 


‘| Wanna Woo’ Suit 
Over WB-ASCAP Schism; 


To Examine E. H. Morris 

















Edward B. Morris, v.p. of Harms, 
Inc., will submit to examination be- 
fore trial of the $100,000 action 
which Mabel, Wayne and Arthur 
Swanstrom, composers, have pend- 
ing against the publishers for fail- 
ing to properly exploit their tune, ‘I 
Wanna Woo.’ This action, begun in 
the N. Y. Supreme Court last Feb- 
ruary, was the first involving War- 
ner Bros. in its controversy with 
ASCAP. In the complaint, Miss 
Wayne and Swanstrom aver they 
weren't notified that Harms had 
withdrawn as members of ASCAP 
when they turned over their script 
fer publication. They allege the 
schism brought them into the War- 
ner controversy and resulted in 
financial loss to them. 


On Monday (3) Justice Ferdinand 
Pecora, on consent of Harms, di- 
rected that Morris appear in court 
on Friday for preliminary: examina- 
tion and also to produce records and 
transactions relating to the song, ‘I 
Wanna Woo.’ 





Since then Warners and ASCAP 
heave made up. The Wayne-Swan- 
strom suit was to have been a test 
on the songwriters’ rights in situa- 
tions such as this. 





Arnold Plans Return 
To Paris for ’°37 Expo 


Billy Arnold, who, for 18 years 
after the war had the rep of the 
‘Paul Whiteman of France’—al- 
though an American—plans to re- 
turn te Paris for the 1937 expo. 

Arnold returned to the U. S. last 
year tu settle his father’s estate in 
Paterson, N. J., and has been here 
since, founding his own nitery, the 
Club Rendezvous in that town, and 
clicking from the start. But the 
expo may call him back to Paris, just 
for the special season. 





Dietz, Schwartz Sell 
Score for Tibbett Pic 


Hollywood, Aug. 4. 


Howard Dietz, publicity and ad- 
| vertising chief for Metro, and Arthur 
i Schwartz Fave written and sold full 
| score to 20th-Fox. Numbers will go 
|in Lawreace Tibbett’s starrer, ‘Love 
Flight.’ 

| Ditties are, ‘Do You Feel a Thrit!,’ 
|‘Ah’m Gonna Buy Low and» Sell 
| High,’ ‘Amigo,’ and ‘My Little Mule 
| Wagon.’ 








STALLINGS GOES LOONEY 
Hollywood, Aug. 4. 
Carl Stallings has been appointed 
musical director for Leon Schiesing- 
er’s Looney Tunes and Merrie 
' Melodies. 
Stallings, 
Disney, 
resigned. 


formerly with Wait 
replaces Norman Spencer, 








Paul Lanin will direct music for 
Metro’s ‘Born to Dance.’ 





~ Inside Stuff—Music 


The Tin Pan Alley axiom that as soon as conditions improve and parents 
start giving their kids piano lessons, etc.—apart from the fact that as soon 
as radio’s grip wears off, which now seems more remote than ever—so 
soon will more sheet music be sold, likewise must go by the boards. For, 
according to the National Piano Makers’ Assn.’ own statistics, the fiscal 
year ending June 30 was the best since 1921. Also, the NPMA an- 
ticipates,.by the end of Dec. 31, 1936, a record production of 100,000 in- 
struments will have been merchandised. 

The piano makers admit that they were slow on the cue, but once they 
realized that small apartments and the general appeal of compactness in 
radios and furniture to fit the urban standards of space limitations had 
brought about a new condition, they veered with the trend and started 
turning out reduced sized uprights and baby grands to conform. None 
the less, despite all these optimistic manifestations, sheet music hasn’t 
improved. It’s presumed that when new pianos are bought it creates 
more music teachers’ lessons, and so on down the list, including an an- 
ticipated increase in music sales, But so far that phase of it hasn't kept 
pace. 

The paradox of this situation is almost unexplainable, unless the kids 
are learning by ear or, as is too true, pianos grace many a home chiefly 
as decorative furniture, with its practical use a secondary phase. 








Jerry Vogel, who took ‘Marcheta’ by Victor Schertzinger (now the film 
director) and plugged it into a hit after the mss. had been dormant for 10 
years, is trying the same resuscitation stunt with ‘Just One Word of Con- 
solation,’ copyrighted 31 years ago. It’s by two colored songsmiths, Frank 
Williams, now blind, and Tom Lemonier. Charles K. Harris originally 
published it and when the copyright expired after 28 years the rights 
reverted to Williams and Lemonier three years ago. 





Although the number was published originally on this side five years 
ago, ‘Carry Me Back To Green Pastures’ failed to get much attention 
from bandmen until the release of Warner Bros.’ version of ‘Green 
Pastures.’ Colored units, particularly, have been asking for copies of the 
tune from its American pub, Mills Music, Inc. Song was imported from 
England. 





National Association of Sheet Music Dealers, at its annual convention 
in Chicago last week, appointed a promotional committee to take care of 
duties left by the National Bureau for the Advancement of Music. Latter, 
which had offices in Washington, D. C., and was subsidized by the coun- 
try’s music manufacturers and dealers, gave up the ghost four weeks ago. 

One of the chief functions of the defunct NBAM was to promote Na- 
tional Music Week. 





One of the few times a theme song of a serial has been plugged over 
the air is being experienced by Universal studio. ‘Hidden Valley,’ written 
by Sammy Stept and Sidney Mitchell for ‘The Phantom Rider,’ is getting 
a play along with mention of the picture’s title. 


Musie Notes 


Riley and Farley, who made the 
music go ‘round, have written an- 
other novelty which Robbins will 
pub, called ‘Rhythm and Rhymes.’ 








Her Latest Chapeau.’ 
is plugging. 


Jimmy Grier 





John Abbott, gen. mgr., of Francis, 
Day & Hunter, Ltd., London publish- 
ers, is in New York. He plans staying 
several weeks. 





Nano Rodrigo, tango exponent at 
the Rainbow Room, N. Y., has sold 
his song, ‘In Your Embrace,’ to E. 
B. Marks. Al Stillman collabed. 





Robbins reissuing Reginald For- 
sythe’s, “The Greener the Grass,’ new 
lyrics by George D. Lottman and Al 
Brackman, 





Red Nichols’ book on trumpet in- 
structions to be published by Jack 
Mills. An instrument company to 
distrib the book with each sale. 





Louis Armstrong will touch off his 
trumpet in ‘Pennies from Heaven,’ 
Bing Cresby starrer at Columbia. 


Willard  Schillinger’s orchestra 
booked for a month’s stand at the 
Tennis Club, Buck Hill Falls, Pa. 





Bobby Mellin and Hi Canter, reps 
for Music Holding Corp. and Marlo 
Music. on the Coast for conferences 
with Warner execs. 











Paul Whiteman revising his book. 
‘Jazz;, published by Sears in 1928, 
to be reissued under title of ‘Swing. 


Paul Lanin assigned to handle mu- 
sic on ‘Born to Dance’ and ‘Broad- 
way Melody of 1937’ at Metro, 








Kenny Fritz and Penn State Cam- 
pus Owls spotted for rest of the 
summer at Carmen’s Ballroom, Mini- 
sink Hills, Pa. 


Joe Haymes, swing maestro, con- 
tracted to supply Feist with a series 
of his rhythm selections. 








Guy Lomburdo booked for Steel 
Pier, Atlantic City, for one week 
opening Aug. 8. 


Geoffrey Gill is being tested by 
Warners for lead in ‘Desert Song.’ 
Gill sang at Warners Hollywood 
prior to going east for radio. 





Ben Pollack opens for Cons li- 
dated at Meadowbrook Club, St. 
Louis, Aug. 13. 





Sam Coslow handed three pic- 
tures to tune at Paramount, ‘Love 
on Wheels,’ ‘This Way Please’ and 
‘Chance of a Lifetime.’ 





Ralph Rainger and Leo Robin set 
to do tunes for ‘College Holiday’ at 
Paramount. 





Ben Oakland, Herb Magidson and 
Georgie Jessel have sold ‘Roses in 
December’ to Sam Goldwyn for 
‘Goldwyn Follies.’ 





Frederick Hollander will score 
‘Valiant Is the Word for Carrie’ at 
Paramount. 








Gus Kahn will write the lyrics Victor Young will write numbers 








for the forthcoming cinematic ex- 
travaganza, ‘Blossom Time.’ Robbins 
to publish, 





Aimee Laisne, sketcher for Radio 
make-up department, has penned ‘In 





for ‘Swing High Swing Low’ at Par- 
amount, 





Benny Goodman combo will stay 
at L. A. Palomar for another four 
weeks. 











Whose unusual orchestra! 
spread comment. 


his treatment of: 
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Newest Novelty 
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arrangements (on 
the Krueger Musical Toast) are causing wide- 
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DEGATIMATE 





‘INN: 


WITH A CAST OF 130, WILL BE 


SECOND $250,000 SHOW IN CENTER 








Warners In for $150,000 and Stebbins $75,000— 


Rockefellers Only on 
Alterations to Interior 


Rebuilding Pit — Many 





7% 
Ww 


When the curtain rings up on 
‘White Horse Inn’ at the Center, 
N. Y., around mid-September it will 
mean the second production in that 
spot entailing the expenditure of 
$256,000 or more within two years. 
Show will have 130 people on the 
stage and the roster will exceed 200 
persons, virtually duplicating the 
set-up of ‘The Great Waltz,’ which 
brought the smaller of Radio City’s 
two theatres into the legit column. 

Charivers is the corporate name of 
the presenters, who are Warners, 
Rowland Stebbins and Erik Charell. 
Picture company’s participation will 
be around $150,000. Stebbins, who 
uses the label of Lawrence Rivers for 
his theatrical enterprises (“The Green 
Pastures’) will be in for about 
$75,000. Charell and his brother 
Ludwig have invested $30,000 but 
that coin also represents several of 
the 10 authors, who are also par- 
ticipants. . Ludwig, formerly a bank- 
er, retired from that field several 
years years ago to be business man- 
ager for Erik. 


Warners have already bought the 
picture. rights at a figure said to 
equal the sum they are investing in 
the stage production. 

Rockefeller interests have leased 
the Center for the ‘Inn’ presentation 
but are said to be on a percentage 
over a definite gross figure. House 
endis paying for some _ interior 
changes, particularly around the or- 
chestra pit, which necessitates drill- 
ing away part of the concrete floor- 
ing. Cost will be about $10,000, 
which is much less than was in- 
curred for readying the Center for 
‘Waltz.’ Rockefeller group receives 
the equivalent in stock of Charivers 
for the outlay. 


‘Waltz’ Coin 

‘Waltz,’ which is going to the road 
for another season’s tour is virtually 
assured of turning an eventual profit. 
It recaptured more than half its 
investment at the Center and then 
another $40,000 was expended in 
readying the show for the road. 
Season out of town netted around 
$90,000 and has but $50,000 of red to 
earn back, Max Gordon, the pre- 
senter, is operating ‘Waltz,’ with the 
Rockefeller group participating in 
the profits without risk of loss. 

Apron of the Center will be ex- 
tended over the pit, which is the rea- 
son for the alteration. New semi- 
circle for the musicians will ac- 
commodate about 40 men. Steel 
tracks will curve over the front of 
the stage so that a setting may be 
rolled om and off during the per- 
formance. Little set houses will be 
mounted up and on the proscenium 
arch. : 

It will be the fir-t musical ven- 
ture for Stebbins, who figured on 
producing the show for several years. 
Warners was principally concerned 
with the screen end and went into 
the project with the idea of strength- 
ening ‘Inn’ for celluloid purposes. It 
is also its largest individual stage in- 
vestment, more than it put into half a 
dozen plays on Broadway last season. 
Picture firm has been in two. of the 
bigest stage comedy hits of the past 
two seasons—‘Three Men on a Horse’ 
and ‘Boy Meets Girl,’ both still cur- 
rent on Broadway. 

Reversion of the Center to legit 
will mean the spotting of another 
major stage attraction in the Sixth 
avenue sector. Last season the Hip- 
podrome, with ‘Jumbo,’ which also 
cost about a quarter million dollars, 
had the spotlight and the fact that 
the thoroughfare will be in bad 
shape because of new subway con- 
struction has not discouraged a pro- 
duction of equal magnitude. 

Leads for the show are set, with 
the following signed in addition to 
Jimmy Savo and Kitty Carlisle: 
Jean Sargent, Billy House, Frederick 
Graham, Arnold Korff, Melissa Ma- 
son, Buster West, Almira Sessions, 
Lucia LaCerete and Robert William- 
son, : 


Group of 15 Tyrolean dancers ar- 
rived from the other side Tuesday 


(4). They appeared in the European 
productions, 


Freedley Still Waiting 


No date for starting rehearsals 
of ‘Red, Hot and Blue,’ Vinton 


Freedley musical by Cole Porter,. 
Howard Lindsay and Russel Crouse, 
has been set. Producer has not defi- 
nitely secured the comedy lead, al- 
though Willie Howard is slated for 
the part. 

Howard is currently appearing in 
‘Seandals’ in Chicago. Reported 
from there that the revue will con- 
tinue until Labor Day and then tour 
west. Comedian’s contract calls for 
his services in ‘Scandals’ as long as 
that show continues, 

Show was originally slated for last 
season with Eddie Canior, while 
Jack Haley was also considered and 
may yet be the final choice. It was 
first called ‘—but Millions,’ also 
‘Wait for Baby.’ 

Ethel Merman, femme lead, sailed 
on the Normandie Tuesday for brief 
trip. 


EQUITY RULES 
ON TRYOUT 
PAYOFFS 


Rehearsal pay to players appear- 
ing in rural tryouts is a feature of 
Equity’s new rules concerning the 
sticks. No coin is payable for the 
first three days, which constitutes 
the probationary period. Thereafter 
pay for rehearsals is the same as for 
regular presentations. 

For the first week of rehearsals 
players receive four-sevenths and 
for the second week the regular re- 
hearsal scale applies—$20 for seniors 
and $15 for juniors. Summer try- 
out rehearsals rarely extend beyond 
two weeks and are mostly held in 
New York. 

If an actor agrees to work for the 
minimum saiary of $46 a week in a 
tryout and the show rehearses two 
weeks, the compensation would total 
approximately $72, of which $32 is 
rehearsal pay ($12 plus $20). Play- 
ers cannot be let out after rehears- 
ing three weeks unless paid a week’s 
salary. 

Same rules do not apply to sum- 
mer stocks, where a week’s rehearsal 
gratis has always been the rule. 
However, for jobbers—those not 
regularly engaged for the season— 
there is special provision. Such play- 
ers receiving less than $75 per week 
receive the regular rehearsal pay or 
are paid $3 daily for room and board. 
Figured that a jobber engaged for 
$60 is the wrong idea from the man- 
agerial end, since the sum actually 
paid the player would be more than 
at the $75 level. 


SHUBERT BACK TO N. Y. 
WITH BRITISH SHOW 


London, Aug. 4. 

Lee Shubert sailed for New York 
last Wednesday (29) after signing 
Sebastian Shaw to star on Broadway 
in his original role in ‘Green Wa- 
ters.’ 
Most of the London cast of the 
play will also be brought over by 
Shubert in support. 


Musical for Group 


Group Theatre's first production 
for the fall season will be a satiric 
musical tentatively called ‘Johnny 
Johnson.’ No chorus will be used in 
the production. Kurt Weill wrote 
the score and Paul Green the lyrics 
and book. 


























Play is American in scene, with 
plenty of modernistic musical atmos- 
phere supplied by Weill’s composi- 
tions, 





Ballet Girl Set for 
London Co. of ‘Toes’ 


London, Aug. 4, 


Vera Zorina of DeBasil Ballet 
Russe will get the feminine lead in 


the London production of ‘On Your | 


Toes. It marks her legit debut 
away from the Russian troupe. 

It’s the role Tamara Geva is cur- 
rently playing in New York, 


Jomt Contract 
Committee Named 
By Writers, Mors. 








Broadway managers and authors 
have named their representatives of 
the joint committee of six which will 
interpret the new contract entered 
into ealy in the summer between 
the Dramatists Guild and the The- 
atre League. Committee was de- 
signed at the instigation of produ- 
cers wh» declared, during the spring 
parleys and disputes, that it had al- 
ways beer a problem to obtain 
answers to points questioned in the 
old cont: act. 


Managers said that when they 
sought such information, they were 
referred to paid employees, who 
were often inaccessible. Attitude at 
the Guild offices, managers claimed, 
was to let the manager figure it out 
by himself, 

Joint committee is expected to 
clarify points in the new contract 
which may be queried by either side 
as the season progresses. In case of 
a tie, arbitration may be resorted 
to, or an ex-officio member be called 
in to make a decision, 


Committee for the managers: 
Brock Pemberton, Marcus Heiman 
and Warren Munsell; for’ the 
authors: Edward Childs Carpenter, 
George Middleton and Albert Maltz. 
All figured in framing the new con- 
tract. 


Another joint committee of 10 will 
act on picture rights sales. That is 
one of the ideas which steamed the 
picture people into declaring Holly- 
wood was off financing legit pro- 
duction, 


ENGAGEMENTS 


Wilfred Seagram, Lillian Foster, 
Joanna Roos, Thomas W. Ross, ’Erst- 
while Susan,’ Manhattan Players, 
Agonquit, Me, 

Blanche Yurka, Virginia Chew, 
Elizabeth Love, Laura Adair, Betty 
Gillette, Muriel Hutchinson, Virginia 
Fish, Curcey de Luvere, Alan Hale, 
Edward Fielding, Edgar Barrier, 
Ranulf Compton, Arthur Sullivan, 
‘Distaff Side,’ Post Road Players, 
Madison, Conn, 

Alan Marshal, Conway Wingfield, 
Derek Fairman, Kenneth Treseder, 
Oswald Marshall, Judith Martin, 
Fred Leslie, ‘Outward Bound,’ Ma- 
hopac theatre, Lake Mahopac, N. Y. 

Doris Dalton, Ernest Truex, ‘Love 
of Women.’ 

John Call, Nancy Kelly, Richard 
Cromwell, John Most, Edward An- 
drews, Edwin Philips, Vernon Crane, 
Gordon Nelson, Alexander Camp- 
beil, Mitchell Harris, Jack Davis, 
Blanche Haring, Eddie Brackon, 
Charles Walters, ‘So Proudly We 
gf Red Barn, Locust Valley, L. L., 


Alexander Kirkland, Doris Dalton, 
Elizabeth Dean Farrar, Philip Tonge, 
Edgar Kent, Minna Phillips, Eliza- 
beth Cerf, Stiano Braggiotti, Hayden 
Rorke, Perry Wilson, Charles Trex- 
ler, Shirley Osborn, Jane Arrol, 
Audrey Anderton, Jus  Addiss, 
‘Berkeley Square,’ Newport Casino, 
Newport, R. I. 

Robert Elwyn, Waiter Pick, Betty 
MacDonald, Phyllis Ellerman, Duane 
MacKynne, Harriott Marshall, 
George Makinson, Robin Batcheller, 
‘Russet Mantle,’ Maverick theatre, 
Woodstock, N. Y. 

Nancy Duncan, Marian Grant, 
Robert Perry, Frank Lyon, ‘My Son,’ 
Whalom theatre, Lake Whalom, N. Y. 

Barbara Brown, Alfred . Dixon, 
Chisholm Beach, Jr.; Virginia Run- 
yon, Peggy Le Baron, ‘Nut Farm,’ 
Warren Players, Spring Lake, N. J. 

John Barclay, Starr West, Isobel 
Rose, Teddy Jones, ‘Crooked Billet,’ 
Starlight theatre, Pawling, N. Y. 

Jessie Royce Landis, Ben Lack- 
land, Jessamine Newcombe, A. H. 
Van Buren, Keenan Wynn, Gordon 
Duff, Elmer Hall, Dom Dillaway, 
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Inside Stuft—Legit 





Most detailed questionnaire for casting purposes yet devised by a man- 
ager requires all sorts of answers from players applying to Norman-Bel 
Geddes for engagements in his proposed forthcoming productions. 

Value of the questionnaire’s information is doubted because of the dif. 
ference of opinion as to ability of players or their appearance, Informa. 
tion so compiled is supposed to be for further reference but, since the 
questionnaire could not anticipate difference in weight and other possible 
physical changes, its functioning is further depreciated. 

Accuracy of the document is to be gauged by the willingness of appli- 
cants to give the right answers about age, salary and the many other 
matters involved, Judgment of the person who puts the questions is still 


another angle. 





‘Night Must Fall,’ London thriller which Sam H. Harris plucked for 
Broadway, will be presented here in association with T. P. Mitchell Hil, 


reputed by wealthy Britisher. Miles 


Malleson was billed as the producer 


abroad but Hill joined Emlyn Williams, author-actor, after the show 


opened and provided fresh financing. 


Latter will come over with the 


original cast and it is understood he will share in the American presen- 


tation. 


While the deal was being made, several picture offers were received but 
rejected ky Hill. Reported that Warners’ bid was $100,000. Hill will have 
the last say on film rights, play not coming within the regulations of the 


new authors-managers contract. 


Barrymore theatre, N. Y., is slated to get ‘Night.’ 





Staff of ‘White Horse Inn’ is taking in performances of ‘The Would-Be 
Gentleman’ this week at the Country Playhouse, Westport, Conn., watching 


Jimmy Savo in his first talking part. 


Role is really a break-in for the 


comic’s verbal chores in the forthcoming Erik Charell spectacle, due at 
the Center. Moliere's character has been worked over mostly to suit Savo’s 
particular flair for pantomime. ‘Inn’ people are up there advising and in- 
structing the actor, though not conflicting with Lawrence Langner’s di- 
rection. Langner brought Savo to the attention of Charell for the latter’s 


spec, 





Equity officers state that the minority report on the financial statement 
at the annual meeting had no relation with the changes in the Los Angeles 


and Chicago branch offices. 


Economies in those spots were planned early 


last winter when it was realized that a readjustment was in order because 


of lessened show activity. 


Frank Gillmore used this statement on the Coast recently after an actor 
rose during a meeting and credited the indie faction in Equity for the 
moves. Claimant was identified as belonging to the group formerly called 


the Actors Forum, 





Laurence Harris, Social Registerite now in Wall Street, is considering 


a fling at Broadway by turning personal manager. 


He got the urge 


through handling Laurence Riley, author of ‘Personal Appearance.’ 
Harris’ other contacts with Broadway have been songsmith chores for 
various Leonard Sillman revues, including ‘New Faces’ and ‘Fools Rush 
In.’ His brother Buddy collaborated with him on lyrics. Frances Maddux 
and other nitery entertainers have also used some of Harris’ tunes. 





In connection with ‘Point of Honor,’ tried out in the sticks, mention 
was made that it was slated for Broadway presentation by Casey and 


Liddel. 


Latter, however, relinquished the rights several months ago. 


Firm could not find an actor suitable for the character of Benedict 


Arnold and let the play slide. 





Plot of ‘Forbidden Melody,’ new operetta by Otto Harbach and Sigmund 
Romberg, deals with King Carol’s return to the Rumanian throne, For- 


merly labeled ‘Lady at the Window.’ 


Sam Grisman will produce. 





Stanley Stewart, Colly Cibber, Al- 
bert Tree, Stephen Lundquist, ‘Anna 
Christie,’ Lakewood Players, Skow- 
hegan, Me. 

Margaret Daum, John Eaton, Mor- 
ris Huff, Charles Gaul, Wesley 
Boynton, Robertson Newbolt, Marcia 
Hartman, ‘Mikado,’ Cape Playhouse, 
Dennis, 

Ruth Yorke, Rita Johnson, Byron 
McGrath, Katherine Murphy, Neal 
Berry, ‘Private Lives,’ Theatre-of- 
Four-Seasons, Roslyn, L. I. 

Marion Willis, Nell Harrison, Wen- 
dell Whitten, Ann Dunnigan, Ray 
McGoldrick, Carol Whipple, Jane 
Cleaveland, Richard Newton, 
Thomas Hughes, ‘Solid South,’ Bar- 
ter theatre, Abingdon, Va. 

Jimmy Savo, Ruth Weston, John 
Hamilton, Allen Hewitt, Albert Car- 
roll, Louis Hector, Paul McGrath, 


Don McClure, Jane Abbott, Sylvia 
Sirota, Jackson Halliday, ‘Suddenly 
a Stranger,’ Beechwood theatre, Scar- 
borough, N. Y. 


Jean Casto, ‘Three Men on a Horse.” 


George MacReady, ‘Pomeroy’s 
Past,’ Ridgeway eatre, White 
Plains, N. Y. 


Mildred Natwick, Vincent Price, 
‘Elizabeth the Queen,’ Westchester 
Playhouse, Mt. Kisco, N. Y. 

Zalia Bond, Douglas Gilmore, Ruth 
Amos, Hall Shelton, ‘Little Accident, 
Chapel Playhouse, Guilford, Conn. 

Juliana Taberna, Robert Leonard, 
Anna Ape Vincent Sherman, 
‘Awake and Sing,’ Alden theatre, Ja- 
maica, L. L, N. Y. 

Mervin Williams, Ada Cavell, 
Brenda Dahlen, Eleanor Powers, Jac- 
quin Souther, William Grier, ‘Head- 
lines,’ Millbrook theatre, Millbrook, 


Edith King, Ralph Riggs, Morton L.| Nn. Y 


Stevens, Phyllis Langner, ‘Would- 
Be Gentleman,’ Westport Playhouse, 
Westport, Conn. 

Ruth Gordon, Richard Hale, ‘A 
Church Mouse,’ Berkshire Play- 
house, Stockbridge, Mass. _ . 

Valerie Cossart, John O’Shaugh- 
nessy, Owen Lamont, St. Clair Bay- 
field, Donald Foster, Lucille Wall, 
Hilda Plowright, Dorothy Stickney, 
‘Lovers’ Meeting,’ Island theatre, 
Nantucket and Beach theatre, West 
Falmouth, Mass. 

Gary Merrill, Margaret Malley, 
Gail Richardson, Spencer Knight, 
Malcolm Atterbury, Ellen Hardies, 
Catherine Plucker, James Roberts, 
Loring Hayden, Milton Adams, 
Marylin Erskine, ‘Blind Alley,’ 
Spong Players, Cape May, N. J. 

Muriel Williams, Francis Cleve- 
land, Lester Damon, Ruth Holden, 
‘Blind Alley,’ Barnstormers, Tam- 
worth, N. H. 

Neila Goodelle, ‘Swing It, Susan.’ 

James Kirkwood, Parker Fennel- 
ly, Charles Coburn, Arthur Allen, 
Harold McGee, James Todd, Fred- 
erick Greene, Kirk Ames, Dorrit 
Kelton, ‘County Chairman,’ Mohawk 
Drama Festival, Schenectady, N. Y. 

Byron Shores, Herbert Duffy, Vir- 
ginia Wallacenis, ‘Boy Meets Girl.’ 

Beatrice Terry, ‘Russet Mantle,’ 
Farragut Players, Rye Beach, N. H. 

Robert Rose, ‘Tobacco Road.’ 

Margaret Anglin, Mary Sargent, 
Lois Jamieson, Eleanor Flagg, Wilton 
Graff, ‘Fresh Fields,’ New England 
Maplewood, N. H. 

onio Selwart, Dennie Moore, Al- 
dean Smith, ‘Pursuit of Happiness,’ 
County theatre, Suffern, N. Y. 
Muriel Kirkland, Staats Cotsworth, 





Catherine Cherry, David Raymond, 
‘Without the Law,’ Hollywood Play- 
ers, Bay Shore, L. L, N. Y. > 

Mary Young, Eric Kalkhurst, Mil- 
ton Parsons, Margot Stevenson, 
‘Cousin Adelaide Is Psychic, Young 
Playhouse, Centerville, Mass. 

Peggy Wood, Rollo Peters, Lloyd 
Bridges, Walter Beck, Aldrich Bow- 
ker, ‘Taming of the Shrew,’ South 
Shore Players, Cohasset, Mass. 

Ruth Ford, ‘Just Married,’ Band 
Box Players, Suffield, Conn. 1 

Phidelah Rice, Leslie Denison, 
Marjorie Clarke, Jessica Rogers, 
‘Aren’t We All,’ Rice Playhouse, Oak 
Bluffs, Mass. , 

Edith Taliaferro, Leslie Austin, 
Molly Pearson, Earl McDonald, Wil- 
liam Dorbin, ‘Pygmalion,’ Stony 
Creek theatre, Stony Creek, Conn. 

Sylvia Field, ‘Two Orphans,’ Thea- 
tre by the Sea, Matunick, R. IL. 

Ethel Britton, Reed Brown, Jr., 
Ruth Mero, Mary Reilly, George 
Rathbone, ‘Curtain Rises,’ Playhouse, 
Concord, N. H. ; 

Linda Earl, Ann Norris, Edwin 
Gordon, ‘Nancy’s Private Affair, 
Players, Marshfield Hills, Mass. 

Fraye Gilbert, Irene Osier, Kather- 
ine Dutcher, Margaret English, ‘Chil- 
dren’s Hour,’ a theatre, 
Brighton Beach, N. Y. } 

Gertrude Dion Magill, Fred Hille 
brand, Mary Loane, Emmett Rogers, 
Homer Miles, Beatrice Cole, ‘Show- 
Off,’ Rockridge theatre, Carmel, N. Y- 

Barbara Brown, Ruth Gilbert, “Per- 
sonal Appearance,’ Deal Conserva- 
toire, Deal, N. J. p 

Dorothy McNulty, ‘Church Mouse, 
Stiefel Playhouse, Ivoryton, Conn. 

Leona Roberts, ‘Show-Off,’ Plym- 
outh theatre, Milford, Conn, . 
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AS LEGIT 





Legit Managers Trek to Jones Beach 
To Study Summer Operetta Click 


Fortune Gallo’s San Carlo Opera 
Co.’s operetta season at the Jones 


Beach Stadium on Long Island, in 
association with the Shuberts, has 
become something of a_ theatrical 
mecea for showmen all over the 
country. Impresarios from the Coast 
and the midwest, hearing of the 
setting of the Gallo-Shuberts light 
opera season, have been once-over- 
ing the beach outdoor theatre for 
future reference. 

Its click is prompting Gallo to ar- 
range with Park Commissioner Rob- 
ert Moses for a possible addition of 
4,000 more seats to the stadium in 
the front-section now occupied by 
the outer promenade and box offices. 
It’s a spot that dead-centers onto the 
stage, whereas most of the capacity 
straddles along two _ sections on 
either side. The so-called dock 
seats at $1 top number only 167, 
whereas the mejority number of 
seats, over 5,000, are in 75c brackets. 
Scale is 25c, 50c, 75c and $1. Total 
capacity is between 10,000 and 11,000, 
of which 2,000 are free admissions 
under park regulations. Naturally 
these are in the sections at the ex- 
treme right and left. There is no 
tax, as the San Carlo Opera Co. is 
chartered as an educational organi- 
zation. 

Because of the mass appeal, Com- 
missioner Moses wont o.k. anything 
over $1 admish. The Levine Bros. 
(Brass Rail restaurant in Times 
Sq., and the Tavern-on-the-Green in 
Central Park) were given the Jones 
Beach food concession on the under- 
standing a pop scale would prevail. 
Further, Gallo got 20% lopped off 
for everybody in his company. It’s 
done via $1 coupon books which one 
of his personnel sells the 200-peo- 
pled Gallo company at 80c. 

Gallo also arranged for cuffo 
privileges for the swimming plus 
cuffo admittance over the Wantagh- 
Jones Beach causeway and parking. 
Fees for both are 25c each, or a sav- 
ing of 50c for every time one enters 
Jones Beach and parks. This cuffo 


(Continued on page 46) 





GEORGE HOLLAND PLAY, 


TAKEN FOR PIX BY RKO 


- Although it did not reach Broad- 
way, George Holland’s ‘Pie in the 
Sky’ has been bought for pictures 
by RKO-Radio, Boston columnist re- 
viewer receiving $3,000 for the 
rights. Play figured in the back- 
ground of the feud between Lee 
Shubert and the newspaper man, 
which started nearly two years 
ago. 

‘Pie’ was tried out in a summer 
theatre in Provincetown, Mass., in 
August, 1934, being accorded rather 
g00d reports. On the strength of 
the latter, Shubert arranged to pro- 
duce the drama, contract being or- 
dered to be accompanied by $500 
advance royalty. Before the deal 
was signatured, Shuberts opened 
America Sings’ in Boston and Hol- 
land panned the show. Shubert 
thereupon nixed ‘Pie.’ 

Fact that ‘Sings’ never came to 
Broadway substantiated the critic’s 
opinion. Because cf the manager’s 
peeve, he was barred from Shubert 
shows, another member of the staff 
being assigned. Feeling rose again 
early last season when Holland was 
not permitted to cover another man- 
ager’s attraction booked into a Shu- 
bert Hub house. 





COL. GREENE, ACTOR 


’ Schenectady, Aug. 4. 
Heeding the call of the footlights 
ro the second time in asmany years, 
ol. Frederick Greene, New York 
State Superintendent of Public 
orks, will play a small role in the 
a ohawk Drama Festival’s produc- 
ton of ‘The County Chairman’ this 
week, 
Col. Greene played the same bit 
last seagon’s presentation of the 
same play in New York. Charles 
urn and James Kirkwood are in 
the lead roles here. 


oa 





In Training 





Broadway agencies handle 
pasteboards for the Jones Beach 
open air shows at box office 
prices, sans any commission, 
One broker sold 350 tickets for 
the current “Blossom Time’ one 
day last week. 

Agency comment was to the 
effect that, ‘anyway it kept the 
staff awake.’ 


SILLMAN GETS 
HIS "FACES 
BACK 


After a period of 10 weeks, ‘New 
Faces’ is again being operated at the 
Vanderbilt, N. Y., by Leonard Sill- 
man, who has presented several such 
intimate revues. Shortly after the 
show opened Martin Jones, who re- 
cently purchased and operates the 
theatre, took over management. 
Deal was for a six week period, 
during which the grosses were so-so, 
especially during the July hot wave. 

Originally the Jones interest was 
15%, but, in consideration of the red 
encountered, which Jones covered, 
Sillman agreed to give him another 
20%. That share was added to fur- 
ther when Jones financed the revue 
for another three weeks. His inter- 
est is now 46%. 

Chances of recovery depend on 
whether the show earns a profit. 
Agreement is that Jones is to be re- 
imbursed for all money invested by 
him before Sillman participates. Es- 
timated that Jones had about $15,000 
tied up in ‘Faces.’ 

Show’s cast is doubling at the Ho- 
tel Navarro’s cafe on 59th street in 
a floor show to be presented nightly. 
Any profits from that enterprise are 
to go towards refunding Jones. 
Same goes should ‘Faces’ be turned 
into a vaudeville unit or otherwise 
used for publie appearances. 

















VARIETY 43 





COMPET 








WILL BE MORE 
‘COMMERCIAL’ 


Reorganization Planned for 
F.T.P. Throughout U. S. 
—Aim to Cut Off ‘Suc- 
cessful’ Arms — Embar- 
rassed By Criticism? 





ee 


LEFT WING ANGLE 





Washington, Aug. 4. 

Reorganization of the Federal gov- 
ernment’s theatre program, branch of 
the general work relief program, is 
in the offing, with personnel and pol- 
icy changes likely to feature legit ac- 
tivity angled by Uncle Sam during 
the coming year. , 

While detailed plans are still being 
worked out,. officials hinted that op- 
erating methods are quite likely to 
be altered and executives switched 
around in order to improve the qual- 
ity of government-supported stage 
offerings this winter. New program 
will run pretty much along the lines 
laid down during 1935-’36, however, 
with little expansion scheduled. 

Within the neighborhood of 10,000 
actors, stage-hands, writers, directors 
and other hired hands currently on 
the payroll, Works Progress Admin- 
istration bosses will concentrate this 
coming season on raising production 
standards. Objective of the intensi- 
fied activity is to put on shows 
smacking of ‘professional excellence’ 
and able to compete with commercial 
productions. 

Deliberate 

This definite move of the govern- 
ment to rival private enterprise is a 
deliberate preliminary toward turn- 
ing some of the existing projects 
loose on their own, it was hinted in 
official circles. While none of the 
present companies is believed able 
to stand on its own feet, the com- 
ing year will see strenuous attempts 
to develop the organization so that 
possibly in another year less federal 
cash will be required to provide jobs 
for needy theatre people. 

Although local execs are inclined 
to shrug their shoulders at partisan 
criticism, the disclosure was con- 
strued in many quarters as evidence 

(Continued on page 44) 
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The Eternal Femme 





Lawrence Langner of fhe 
Theatre Guild has always had 
a yen to take a look at Holly- 
wood but has never been there. 
His wife, Armina Marshall, who 
co-authors plays with him, has 
always advised against it be- 


cause ‘it might get him in- 
voived.’ 
Last week Miss Marshall 


played a bit in the Westport, 
Conn., Country Playhouse, 
which the two operate on the 
side. Sam Lyons, agent, saw 
her and went backstage to tell 
her -he thought she was just 
the type Hollywood was look- 
ing for. Immediately after- 
ward, so Langner says, she be- 
gan talking to him about the 
advisability of going to the 
Coast for a vacation, 


GRAY FOLDS: 
STAGEHAND 
TROUBLE 


‘Dorian Gray,’ based on Oscar 
Wilde’s novel, which was revived 
<+ the Comedy, N. Y., stopped Sat- 
urday (1) after playing two weeks. 
Local No. 1, L A. T. S. E. com- 
plained to Equity that the stage- 
hands used, if any, were not mem- 
bers of the union. Equity thereupon 
ordered the cast to hand in their 
notices. 

Back-stage situation was only 
contribuiary to the folding, since 


business vas meagre, getting small 
money from cut-rates. Understood 
early this week, however, that a new 
cast was rehearsing in an office and 
there was talk of resuming at the 
Belmont with a union crew. ° 




















THEATRE PROJECT GETS $7,000,000 
MORE; N.Y. SLICE NOT DECIDED YET 





Works Progress Administration 
theatre project is expected to have 
around $7,000,000 allocated for pro- 
fessional actors’ relief during the 
coming season. First allotment un- 
der WPA was around $6,000,000, of 
which sum $3,000,000 was set aside 
for New York. That expenditure 
mark was exceeded early in the sum- 
ber, but more funds have been pro- 
vided by Washington right along. 

New York end of the Federal The- 
atre Project is not certain of how 
much of the new coin it will receive, 
but plans for continuance have pro- 
gressed. That the project was cer- 
tain of continuing indefinitely was 
indicated some weeks ago, when the 
heads of administrative departments 
were given salary increases. 

In the metropolis, takings since 
admissions for legit shows went 
in total slightly more than $100,000. 
However, if that figure is reduced to 
terms of the number of perform- 
ances and the costs of operations, 
the gross per show will be found to 
be comparatively slight, despite the 
claims of supervisors that the WPA 
has presented a number of ‘suc-| 











cesses.’ Those close to the project 


appear to have forgotien that it is 
a relief measure, without a chance 
of breaking even. That goes for in- 
dividual units and the whole col- 
lectively. 


Undecided 


Until the theatre project in N. Y. 
is written up, the exact amount to 
be set aside will probably be indefi- 
nite. Policy for several units is not 
decided. That takes in the Civilian 
Conservation Corps camps. Since 
shows were withdrawn from the 
camps last winter, most of the proj- 
ect show activity has been confined 
to drama instruction for the recruits 
—amateur shows, in other words. 


Municipal Theatre group is like- 
wise not settled upon. It takes in 
Yiddish shows and other attractions 
not playing in regularly leased 
houses, such attractions mostly ap- 
pearing in’ boroughs outside of Man- 
hattan. 

Hallie Flanagan will remain as na- 
tional director, having been given 
another leave from Vassar, where 
she is drama instructor. Philip Bar- 
ber, who is on vacation under the 
recently issued order giving admin- 
istrative workers that privilege, will 
continue as regional director for 
New York. Post was originally 
handled by Elmer Rice, who re- 
signed. Hiram Motherwell, former 
editor of Theatre Magazine, will be 
assistant to William P. Farnsworth, 


who represents the project at the 
capital. Motherwell was regional di- 
rector for New England, but was 
transferred after a squabble over the 
censoring of ‘Valley Forge.’ 

Other appointments are John Mc- 
Gee, director for the southwest; 
Howard Miller, director on the 
Coast, and William Stahl, special 
representative in the east. Those 
appointments were made by Mrs. 
Flanagan. 

In Chicago 

From Chicago, where George 
Kondolf is director, it was stated 
that there was a plan to esiablish a 
permanent or national theatre. First 
step in that direction apparently is 
to secure manuscripts of new dramas. 
Particularly sought are plays with 
mid-western locales. Authors are 
advised that those scripts returned 
to them will be accompanied by crit- 
ical comment. Claimed, too, that 
reading rehearsals and private try- 
outs will be made. Plan is along 
lines of a special department sup- 
posed to have been functioning in 
N. Y. for several months. 

‘Cherokee Night, with WPA 
drama instructors making up the 
cast, closed Saturday (1), as ex- 
pected, in the Village. 

State division took over the War- 
burton, Yonkers for the summer pe- 
riod, being supplied from legit units 
touring Westchester and -vaudevilie 
shows from N. ¥. 





Equity has decided to make it easy 
for members in arrears of dues to 
regain good standing, particularly 
those who are in the Works Progress 
Administration relief show project. 
Arrearage of members who have not 
paid for two years or more may be 
wiped out by the payment of $10, 
plus the balance of dues up to Nov. 
1, °36, at the rate of $1.50 per month. 
Acceptance at this time, with the 
dues period having three months to 
go, would mean the payment of 
$14.50. Annual dues at $18. 


Stated that the move was made 
in response to requests from mem- 
bers in the Federal Theatre units to 
make some special provision so that 
players in the project could make 
settlement in some degree as to dues 
owed. Council, at its last session, 
responded with a resolution tc that 
effect and the requirements were 
fixed. 


At present the reinstatement pro- 
visions are said to apply only to 
WPA people. It is believed, how- 
ever, that Equity will consider mak- 
ing similar concessions to others who 
have been unable to pay because of 
the job scarcity within the past sev- 
eral seasons. Understood it is not 
unusual to comply with such re- 
quests generally. Association’s rules 
call for those not appearing and un- 
able to pay dues to obtain ‘excuse 
cards, but any number of players 
neglected to apply and dues which 
would not have mounted up are 
charged against them. 


No Pressure 
Equity states that no pressure will 
be used to bring WPA players back 
to good standing. Proposition is 
open to those who voluntarily wish 
to accept, but it is figured that should 
WPA people later be cast in regu- 
lar shows it would be easier for 
them to obtain good standing under 
the present proposition. 


Estimated there are 1,500 Equity- 
ites in WPA work in New York, with 
probably one-third that number in 
Boston. Chicago’s Equity contingent 
has about 300 on the relief rolls and 
thers are as many or more on the 
coast. If a material percentage of 
eligible WPA players accept the 
offer, Equity’s paid-up membership 
will be nearly doubled. 

Independent faction was reported 
in back of a proposal at one of the 
general meetings, to piace all WPA 
delinquents on a good standing basis. * 
Idea was voted down but it is 
claimed that the council considered 
the problem after relief people ap- 
pealed for consideration. 





How Long? 


Doris Nolan finishes her chore in 
"Way for a Lady’ at Universal on the 
coast and arrives here Aug. 15 to 
appear in A. H. Woods’ play, 
‘Daughter of Cain.’ 

Deal with Woods calls for the 
actress to stick in the show six 
months. Then she will return to 
Universal. 








Pseudo-Producers Had 


Everything But Money 
Philadeiphia, Aug. 4. 

Firm of Gottlieb, Rudow and 
Berns, which had announced it would 
present local showings of revivals 
beginning this month, has folded. 
Daughter of Cain,’ also called ‘Arrest 
That Woman.’ 

Herb Gottlieb, former WB house 
manager, has gone to New York. J. 
E. Rudow and Sam Berns haven't 
connected. 





Curtis Buys ‘Danger’ 
Francis Curtis has bought ‘Danger— 
Men Working’ comedy-mystery by 
Ellery Queen and Lowell Brentano, 
Expects to go into rehearsal pronto, 
Play was tried out last February 
at the Maryland theatre, Baltimore, 
by Raymond Moore, but never got te 





Broad way. 
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Summer Theatres 


(NEW PLAYS) 


Would-Be Geitleuian 


(COUNTRY PLAYHOUSE) 
Westport, Conn., Aug. 4. 


Lawrence Langner offers revival of com- 
edy by Molicre in modified English version 
by F. Anstey. Staged by. Philip, Loeb. 
Setting, Aline Bernstein; dances staged by 


Lincoln Kirstein, 


Music Master......cccsscecdsss Alan Hewitt 


| Phyllis Langner 
Dancing M@ster...csecssccecess Ralph Riggs 
JOUrdAIN...6..cececccecesss+eesdimmy Savo 
PRRANNES 0-0 0-056 es 066008 Lawrence Forsythe 
DONS SMOCROM . 6 cccecectécadcvciu John Raby 
Fencing Master.......... Morton L. Stevens 
Prof. of Philosophy..........< John Hamilton 
PE, PROMO. cc cavtenoececacks Edith King 
ERORGRID: 2 nocd ie Meecccceks ee ese Louis Hector 
Lucile Jourdain.......+.. Catheryn Laughlin 
Cleonte DuBois...cccccesseees Paul McGrath 
CVE Cubans oo 60668 beac bots Albert’ Carroll 
DOING ro ii cee taveqstwecee Robert X: Wiliams 
Dorimene, ...scoecreresessopes Ruth Weston 





This talk version of Jimmy Savo 
was, easily the most eagerly. awaited 
offering of the Connecticut summer 
theatrical season. One of the: most 
favored of the funnymen, there were 
few fears that. sound would, dispell 
the magic of his pant6émime. In a 
role that actually limits the range of 
the heretofore mute .comedian he 
definitely demonstrated that he is one 
of the most inspired clowns of this 
generation, for his spirited delivery 
of one of the longest parts on rec- 
ord, his vocal make-believe of a 
clown who would hoknob with roy- 
alty, his impudent frolics in brocade 
and long curls had the first nighters 
laughing gaily though they knew 
the piece itself was completely super- 
ficial. 

Langner originally had a notion to 
offer this revival on Broadway but 
changed his mind a few weeks ago, 
Savo then signing for ‘White Horse 
Inn.’ After the novelty of the first 
act, with Savo giving voice to the 
impulses and thoughts that have 
long been indicated in the most de- 
lightful form’ of pantomime, the 
play gradually loses interest, with 
the comic obliged to keep pretty well 
within character. There is no chance 
for Savo to retreat to mimicry. Savo 
should have more liberty than has 
been given him here, but in his earn- 
est effort to create a character, in 
place of his own personality, he has 
succeeded. 

Eva LeGallienne last revived. “The 
Would-Be Gentleman’ on Broadway 
and her modest production enjoyed a 
pleasant success in her Civic repér- 
toire. Version used here is not her’s 
and it seems unnecessarily repeti- 
tious. 

There are elaborate ballet inter- 
ludes supplied by the Caravan troupe 
from the American Ballet and they 
were well received, though the 
medium is scarcely a fortunate one 
in a.small playhouse, 

Company is of the high order 
Langner supplies, excelling the play 
at hand. Morton L. Stevens, Edith 
and John Hamilton make their 
shorter contributions outstanding 
and Albert Carroll turns up, ex- 
pertly enough, in the role of a valet. 
Paul McGrath is a nominal leading 
man and Ruth Weston age luster 
to the role of the Marquise, fancy for 
whom leads the mild l'ttle merchant 
prince on a dizzy chase for noble 
recognition. Doul. 





Suddenly a Strenbet 


(BEECHWOOD THEATRE) 
Scarborough, Aug. 4. 


Comedy in three acts (four scenes) by 
Marjorie Ralston, produced by Paul Ber- 
ney, “directed by Priestly Morrison. At 
Beechwood theatre. Scarborough-on-Hudson, 
N. Y., Aug. 3, .'36, 


BIR TUN 55 oo cee ke isda ee Staats Cotsworth 
og ETE Fe ly Ae Boecosvciana Jane Abbott 
Beggar Fenton. ..secccsseessss Don McClure? 
ERROR. 65's bic 08 eeeeesese. Muriel Kirkland 
BEG POOOGi 4% oe cccsbaccesds Jackson Halliday 





PUNE AMMA Sb éda sic cickg s chene Sylvia Sirota 


‘Suddenly a Stranger’ is a second 
play by Miss Ralston, a youn verson 
just out of her ’teens. Her. first en- 

‘‘deavor was ‘Reno Arena,’ produced 
for tryout in Worcester, Mass., a 
couple of years ago, which died 
aborning. Present piece, while of no 
value as a picture prospect because 
of lack of volume, and while it is far 
from a smash hit possibility, still 
possesses merit and, with the appli- 
cation of needful theatrical therapy, 
might be moulded into a mild suc- 
cess. 

Two items in its favor are the small 
cast and the use of a single set. One 
set fills the requirements, although 
there is room for much elaboration 
of the one used at Beechwood. There 
is considerable clever dialog and the 
author contrives a number of unique 
situations. Play is decidedly above 
the average of summer tryouts. 
ole action takes place in the 
living roon® of a luxurious hotel 
suite. Jim Reed has a penchant for 
fooling around women. As the play 
opens he is concerned with the dis- 

sal of Ginger, with whom he has 
ad intimate association for some 

time. He has met, wooed, and won 

Mary Anne. The wedding daie is set 
and Ginger is given the atmosphere 
by means of a note. 

On receiving it she calls on Jim 
to find out what's what. She prom- 
ises, after much parley, to accept a 
check for $100,090 to e a walk. 
Later on in the act, though, she pre- 
vails on Jim to take back his gold, 





with the stipulation she be allowed 
to occupy the suite with him for two 
weeks while Mollie is on a European 
trip. 

Of course, through mutual kind 
friends, Moll hears of this arrange- 
ment, which wrecks the plans for 
the wedding. To indicate she is not 
so dumb she gets a substantial check 
from Jim to poultice her lacerated 
heart. Jim sends Mary Anne away 
with a shower of verbal excoriation 
and flops back to Ginger with a pro- 
posal to purchase a wedding rirg, 
which is accepted. 

Miss Kirkl-nd plays Ginger in a 
subdued manner, missing some 
chances for fireworks, which, per- 
haps, is just as. well, Cotsworth 
makes Jim a roaring, sentimental, 
temperamental, changeable cuss. 
Beggar Fenton is the legal adviser 
to Jim and McCluré makes a sort of 
Marks the lawyer out of the part. 
Halliday as the father and Miss Ab- 
bott as the maid are typed. Miss 
Sirota is a beginner and not quite 
sure of herself, but she does well 
enough with the short part of Mary 
Anne, Craw. 


WHERE’S THE FIRE? 


{BUCK HILL PLAYERS) 
Brick Hill Falls, Pa., Aug. 2. 


Comedy in three acts by Cornelia Stabler 
Gillam; presented by Buck Hill Players; 


directed by Ralph Pendleton; staged by 
Frank Webb; in the auditorium of Inn, 
Buck Hills Falls, Pa., July 31, '36. 

Grandma McNeil.,........ Cornelia Gillam 
Ethel Matthews.............; Gladys Linton 
Jim Matthews .iccssscseccesss. Jack Talbot 
DEMEED. 0 05k 4 i beeeeSeeobdds Ks Marian Banks 
BESY PEACCHOWS. 6c ccccceccccs Perky Leopold 
Tom Matthews. ...cecscccesss: Jerry Holman 
ae err Aimee Speakman 
Po’ PP eee Ted Starr 
Peggy Miller..... OPepereges Virginia Sharp 
RO TAAWIDOED 6 vis cdgecceeses Louise McBean 
POU “ACURA bs occ cdctisecdeces Bill Burt 
Carlton. Craig. oa. os 6escs cio cds Frank Webb 





Scintillating dialog, witty repartee, 
and hilarious situations unite to 
make this play of summer resort life 
most entertaining. 


Story brings out many unforeseen 
developments when a mother tries 
to show her children what emotions 
she experiences when attempting to 
shoulder the entire family’s tribula- 
tions, especially the ordeal of guid- 
ing her adolescent son and daughter 
through the rigors of a summer holi- 
day of love, libel, and levity. 

Grandma McNeil, a sort of a ki- 
bitzer,’ usually has things well in 
hand; not so, her daughter Ethel. 
Ethel is almost at the breaking point 
when her daughter Kay is involved 
in an automobile accident late one 
Saturday night and, while awaiting 
her return, discovers a notice in the 
paper that said daughter has taken 
out a marriage license. 

Much humor is brought into the 
play by straightening out the situa- 


| tions which already have arisen and 


when it is discovered that the mar- 
riage license was taken out to win 
a bet and nothing more. 

Matters become more _ involved 
when the mother assumes an attitude 
of complete indifference in regards 
to her children’s escapades. From 
some of their mother’s remarks dur- 
ing a tense moment, the children 


father departs cuddenly on a trip. 
Excitement and comedy are rampant 
when neat attempts at lying fail to 
save numerous situations. Things 
finally turn out. well of course. 
Cornelia Gillam has i.0t only writ- 
ten a’ delightful comedy, but she, 
Gladys Linton, and Perky Leopold 
are excellent as the grandmother, 
daughter and granddaughter .re- 
spectively. Outstanding bits are con- 
tributed by Marian Banks as Mattie 
and Frank Webb as--Carlton Pg 
ert, 


TIMBER HOUSE 
(DEAL CONSERVATOIRE) 


Asbury Park, N. J., Aug. 4. 
Mystery drama in three acts by John 
Boraff; produced by the Fiske-Hammond 
players; staged by J. Edward Shugrue; set- 
ting, Austin King. At Deal Concervatoire, 
Deal, N. J 





John Boruff has written some 
powerful dialog into this fast-mov- 
ing mystery, and apparently has a 
hit on his hands. A bit too long, 
but mechanically perfect. “Timber 
House’ appeals because of its sus- 
tained action; carries its audience to 
the edge of the seats through the 
development of a novel theme. and 
satisfies the analytical mind with a 
complete explanation of the events 
leading up to the crime. 

‘Timber House’ is Boruff’s third at- 
tempt at play-wrighting. He has prof- 
ited from the mistakes made by 
others, and with the usual tighten- 
ing—enough rewriting to reduce the 
running time by 20 minutes—play 
should pay its way on Broadway. . 
Tragedy has been tempered with 
just the right amount of humor in 
this one, and enough legitimate tan- 





misconstrue things a bit when their }. 


Edward Brimold.......... Dona!d Cameron 
SD 5 a vi nt bipeeehtse 8 Lecille Meredith 
Biriam Brinhold............ Yvonne Castle 
Markham Walling.........:.. Robert Harris 
Pee ESS «dies ocd G0 6s be Melvin Benstock 
Martin Winnow............ Herbert Vigran 
Ralph Miller............ Bruce MacFarlane 
Alvina Glouster............. Frieda Altman 
PO EP ee ore Paul Hammond 


gents keep the second-guessers busy 
until the denouement. 

Edwa:d Brinold, middle-aged nov- 
elist whose normally orderly mental 
processes are upset by the secret 
knowledge that his death is im- 
minent, is further distracted by a 
consuming jealousy of his young 
bride, Miriam, 

Miriam, forced into wedlock to 
protect her brother Allen, is a 
‘kissless bride’ by choice, and, fol- 
lowing her marriage to Brinhold, be- 
comes enamoured of a young archi- 
tect, Ralph Miller, 

Brinhold builds Timber House in 
an isolated mountain section of Ver- 
mont, repairs there to work and 
holds Miriam a virtual prisoner in 
the imposing home on the side of 
a cliff, hoping that her attitude 
toward him will change. Her broth- 
er Allen is killed and Brinhold shot. 
Suspicion points to the two lovers. 

Puzzle is ultimately -pieced to- 
gether by the bespectacled Alvina 
Glouster, who washes in out ofa 
mountain storm posing as a school 
teacher on a hiking. tour; but later 
reveals herself as special investiga- 


tor for a company. which insured 


the novelist for $200,000 one week 
before his untimely demise. 

Donald Cameron, .cast in the role 
of Brinhold, should accompany “Tim- 
ber House’ north, when, as and if it 
moves into New York. He plays 
Brinhold .to .the hilt, without -bur- 
lesquing a part which could easily 
go overboard. 

Another member of the cast whose 
work is outstanding is Frieda Alt- 
man, who creates the role of the in- 
quisitive investigator. Boruff has 
given her a fat part, and she does 
the most with it. 

Play has film possibilities, but sec- 
ond act must be strengthened by 
bringing out more clearly the motive 
for the killing of Allen, Hill. 


Abduct Me Tenderly 


(FARRAGUT PLAYHOUSE) 
Rye Beach, N. H., July 29. 


Farce in three acts (five scenes and pro- 
log) presented at Farragut Playhouse, July 
29, °36, by Farragut Players under direction 
of Dorothy M. Crane. Written by Kurt 
Unkelbach Settings, John Sollers. 


SPU. Cosdciinsddesoranreed Phyllis Goodwin 
Mrs. Arthur Ginsberg.......... Lean Guild 
bo, TRS Pesecececces.s Alex Wilson 
Fan Barkoff..... SbKecesen ce Michael Weyl 
Baldie McMann.......... William Newgord 
WYGMEIE: cowccedeteccs ne Betty Ann Webster 
 ethe cnsancgindecsd one Berilla Kerr 
OUENO Sceweicovevetcecsces Audrey Barlow 
Mattie ......6.%6 eee Meredith Langworthy 
Honey Webster....,0.....- Donald Towers 
Seottio Marvin.ccoccccscceses Noel Warwick 
A Nurse....sse Codccrcesesesdess Anne Hall 
Sad Sam..... bOseapsdecsece ee-JOhn Sollers 





Kurt Unkelbach, a former member 
of the Farragut Players, returns this 
week in the role of playwright after 
a sojourn on the West Coast. If 
someone had abducted the script and 
laid it tenderly in a waste basket it 
would have saved a few hundred 
summer theatre-goers an uncomfort- 
able hour and a half. Broadway need 
not fear its invasion. 

What Broadway might see, how- 
ever, is the unique situation involved 
here: a film star kidnaped and held 
for ransom in an apartment with 
four gun molls. A vain cinema 
romeo and a rough, tough assort- 
ment of racket dames could be amal- 
gamated, perhaps, for some really 
entertaining broad farce. In the 
present instance, however, the situa- 
tion is not enough to: offset a 
stumbling, damp, anemic script. 

Prolog consists of a silent trailer 
showing scenes from an ‘Amalga- 
mated Super Production, starring 
Scottie Marvin. Manager of theatre 
‘then announces Marvin is ‘here in 
person.’ Actor makes a stupid cur- 
tain speech and scene shifts to the 
office of Mrs. Ginsberg, headwoman 
of his studio. ' 

From here the balloon goes up. 
with the players and the piece. Ideas 
significantly similar to those con- 
tained in ‘Personal Appearance,’ 
‘Once in a Lifetime’ and ‘Boy Meets 
Girl’ begin to crop up at the most 
expected places and the whole suc- 
cession of them misses fire. © 

As to the players, it appeared they 
were not over-enthusiastic about 
their asignments and as a result 
none of the characters rang true. 

For. 


CONCENTRATIN’ 


(HARBOR THEATRE) 
Play in three acts by Thornton Murdock 
and Eva Toni Greyl, produced by Bill Good- 
win; directed by Thornton Murdock. At 


New York Harbor Summer.Theatre, Gover- 
nor’s Island, N. Y., week July 27, '36. 

SOG: WING UCES bacc cb vce bbves Ruth Travers 
BESO. DEM sds i ccsheveccedcéce Elsie Mackie 
PS PS ee Gustave Tweer 
i: Ss bade honeescaee ses Kay Hunter 
ENS.” SOME Nhs de cerbectocccccocs John Graeme 
Sk ada dos bbSb 2 obs kd Philip Sudano 
UE. Se Wpbedsansdseek becccdhe a Rena Craig 
| EY SPSYS See ere Virgina Wynn 





Though under new management, 
this theatre fails to show much im- 
provement in its choice of material. 
New play is a thin and amateurish 
antic destined to wind up in the 
shadow of the eight ball. Plot is 
decidedly vague and what there is 
of it fails to arouse any great in- 
terest. 

Thea Ruff, a young nurse, fancies 
herself in love with Lajos Ballog, 
fascinating and attractive foreigner. 
Lajos goes away on a mysterious 
trip and Thea promises to wait. for 
him—expecting to be married when 





he returns. But during his absence 
she becomes ill and, when he fails 
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Along the Maine Coast 





By 0. M. SAMUEL 


Kennebunkport, Aug. 4. 

Maine outdid itself in its recep- 
tion to its favorite son, Rudy Vallee, 
at Old Orchard Beach, Friday eve- 
ning. Largest crowd in the history 
of the resort was on hand and Old 
Orchard Pier broke all former rec- 
ords. At a $1 flat admission to all 
the Pier hardly held breathing space. 
The dance floor, entire balcony and 
galleries surrounding were one solid 
mass of humanity. 

Governor Brann came down from 
Augusta, preceded by a military 
escort, to. be on hand for the occa- 
sion and introduced the crooning 
bandmaster to the huge assemblage. 
The Governor said. among other 
things that Vallee was ‘the greatest 
radio entertainer inthe entire world,’ 
which was: taking: in a lot of ter- 
ritory, but Vallee modestly covered 
his face with his hand when Brann 
slipped that one to the multitude. 
Usually customary, according to Val- 
lee’s manager, when playing large 
spots, to have the Connecticut Lanks 
opens with some dansapation to give 
the mob chance to limber up, but 
Friday night they would not budge, 
and Rudy’s entrance stiil left them 
gaping and listening for about an 
hour. 

Old Orchard is an old wooden 
structure and not a few expected 
something to happen, with all the 
crushing and milling, but nothing of 
serious consequence eventuated. 
Added to the Vallee glory is the fact 
Old Orchard Pier has had the great- 
est band month in its history during 
July and brought in Vallee on the 
last day as a climactic stroke. Night 
before, Billy Murphy and his Arca- 
dians were on hand, and the night 
before that, Glenna Thompson and 
her Hollywood Playgirls. Just be- 
fore coming to Old Orchard, Vallee 
had concluded ai record-breaking 
$26,000 week, and by way of re- 
ciprocation he is having his entire 
entourage as his guests this week at 
his summer home in Lake Kezar. 


Bike-Minded 


Bikes again the fad all over New 
England and it does seem Daisy Bell 
of old might streak along any minute 
now. Lots of tandems, three and 
four-seaters. Oldsters appear to 
have gone ga-ga along with the lads 
and lassies. Just can’t hold ‘em 
down. Other night at Norwood’s 
they crowned ‘Miss Kennebunkport,’ 
and so many old people were 
traipsing about the kids complained 
to the management they had no place 
to dance. 

Same thing at the beaches where 
the gray-tressed hot-totsies are cut- 
ting capers on the sand, several of 
the gals showing a backstroke that 
might lead Eleanor Jarrett home. 

Made quite a to-do over the Ringer 
Tournament at the Abenakee in 
Biddeford. If somebody started a 
‘ringer tournament’ near Broadway 
there would not be room enough for 
all who might participate. 

Large crowds at Maine’s first taste 
of pari-mutuel betting, with the sys- 
tem installed for the Grand Circuit 
meeting. One nag paid $94.20 to 
place, which shows how square they 
are up here. At that, they might be 
ruled off for being too honest! 

When Cornelia Otos Skinner and 
Walter Hampden play Kennebunk 
Town Hall they will do so under 
guarantees of a patronage committee, 
consisting of wealthy owners of sum- 
mer homes. 

Maria Ouspenskaya, who appeared 
in ‘Dodsworth’ in New York and in 
the forthcoming screen version, is 
directing the Peterborough Players 
at Peterborougi, N. H. 

Several hundred patrons turned 
away at the opening performance of 
‘Fly Away Home’ at Cohasset, when 
James Corner, one of the leads, was 
suddenly siricken with appendicitis 
and rushed to a hospital for an 
operation. 
the following niht. 


Ted Shawn’s Click 


Ted Shawn opened his season to 
three-quarters of. a house in Kenne- 
bunk with the best series of dance 
interludes he has shown to-date. His 


formerly, but there is much of art 





to return o- write, her friends be- 
come worriel. 

Dr. Kelly, a young physician in love 
with Thea, sends her notes and 
flowers signed with Ballog’s name 
and her recovery is rapid. Lajos 
finally does turn up and she learns 
that, instead of being in California 
he has in reality been living in New 
York with Dr. Kellv’s wife. Kelly 
gets his divorce and Thea realizes 
that she really loves him. 

Non- rofessional cast struggles with 
the roles, but to little advantage. 
Lead is played by Ruth Travers. with 
John Graeme in the role of Dr. 
Kelly. Comedy is supplied by Rena 
Craig and Virginia Wynn, who seem 
more at home in their parts than 
most of the others. Direction and 
sets rate very little. 

Plays are done on a split week 
basis, with first three days on Gov- 
ernor’s Island and last of the week 





spent at the City Theatre outside of 
Newark, Mack, 


William Blees appeared ! 


show this year is not so ‘arty’ as‘ atention will be paid to 





in it, as real art after all tends to 
simplicity. 

Opening is ‘Primitive Rhythms,’ 
Indian dances, colorful in the ex. 
treme. First a Ponca Indian Dance, 
followed by Shaw’s own Hopi Indian 
Eagle Dance, then a trio in a Sinha. 
lese Devil Dance with a Dayak Spear 
Dance and Maori War Haka closing, 

Kinetic Molpai, which conclude; 
the first half, runs 40 minutes, dis. 
closing an ancient art form of Strife, 
Oppositions, Solvent, Dynamic Con. 
trasts, Resilience, Successions, Un.« 
folding and Folding, Dirge, Limbo, 
Surge and Apotheosis, a curriculum 
of movements that brought a storm 
of applause at the end and far and 
away the ultimate in anything 
Shawn has attempted. 

In the second half Shawn does a 
solo of a Cuban sport called Afro- 
Cubana, staccato stuff, that strikes 
a popular chord, and it brought him 
salvos. He comes back with Los 
Embozados, in which the characters 
used black capes for face masks in 
a story of planned murder. Lots are 
drawn, and there is a wild finale to 
a very fine but gruesome affair. 
Barton Mumaw dces 1 solo called 
‘Perrot in the Dead City,’ to softly 
enchanting music, that is especially 
appealing, followed by ‘A Dreier 
Lithograph,’, ‘Shawn’s Movement 
Naif,’ and ‘Dance of the Dynamo.’ 

Shawn and his company in con- 
clusion offer a series of religious 
dances, “The Mevlevi Dervish,’ in 
which the dancers are caparisoned 
as monks, “The Dance of the Re- 
deemed,’ and three Negro spirituals 


'_‘Nobody Knows the Trouble I've 


Seen,’ ‘Go Down Moses,’ and ‘Swing 
Low, Sweet Chariot.’ Ted Shawn's 
Dancers are a safe, sure attraction, 
reflecting the very best in tre dance 
realm and should draw in New York 
in one of the intimate houses at a 
moderate top scale, for a run. 


WPA 


(Continued from page 43) 


that the WPA people are em- 
barrassed by the steady barrage 
directed at the alleged left-wing ten- 
dencies and professional incompe- 
tence of various projects in the pro- 
gram. New Dealers will avoid any 
steps, nevertheless, which look like 
a confession or retreat. 

On the whole, satisfied with re- 
sults during the initial year, relief 
czars have plotted some personnel 
changes which should help raise the 
standard of performances. Some of 
the remaining original execs will be 
shelved outright and others will be 
booted upstairs in order to open 
places for more practical and wider- 
experienced directors and super 
visors. Aim is to put the arty clique 
and the professorial type on the side- 
lines in advisory, rather than mana~- 
gerial, capacity. Certain specific 
shifts already are being mapped out, 
with more to come. 


Consolidations 

Some consolidations have been ef- 
fected and others may take place, 
although most of the 32 states now 
figuring in the program will still be 
the scene of Uncle Sam’s dramatic 
experiment. Certain smaller groups, 
which ‘have not been well-received, 
or have been hampered by lack of 
cash and facilities, will be trans- 
ferred to new locations. Already two 
significant mergers have occurred, 
with people at Toledo being sent to 
projects in Cleveland and Cincinnati, 
and the New Haven company being 
split between Bridgeport and Hart- 
ford. 

More cultivation of the road ap- 
pears in prospect this season, al- 
though financial considerations will 
prevent any major effort to carry 
culture to the hinterland. Emphasis 
is being put on smaller companies 
in some sections in the hope that 
more touring will be possible, while 
simply- 
staged shows which, if successful 1n 
try-outs, can go barnstorming. Re- 
duction in rail fares throughout the 
East is an incentive to more ener- 
getic trooping. 

Aside from these plotted modifica- 
tions, the new program will be con- 
ducted pretty much in conformity 
with principles established last year. 
Exact amount of cash which will be 
available for '36-’37 is still unsettied, 
but execs expect it will approximate 
last season’s $6,800,000 budget. This 
would mean an employment quota 
around 12,000 persons at the prev'- 
ous operating cost of $105 per man- 
month, 

Series of regional conferences 1% 
plotted to pave the way for the pol- 
icy shifts. Miss Hallie Flanagan, d'!- 
rector, and William P. Farnsworth, 
deputy director, will make the swing 
around the circuit during the next 
three months revitalizing regional 
and- state bosses and elucidating 0 











new goals, 
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SUMMER TRY 


Parnell Picks Up 


126, 2d Wk., L.A. 
Mantle, 56, Out 


Los Angeles, Aug. 4. 

Local legit field, aside from the 
Federal Theatre Project shows, again 
simmers down to a solo attraction 
after a week of legit both downtown 
and 1:2 Hollywood. William Trum- 
bull’s production of ‘Russet Mantle’ 
came to thé Belasco after two so-so 
weeks in San Francisco and folded 
here after seven nights to very low 
returns. 

In Hollywood, at the El Capitan, 
second week of Henry Duffy’s coast 
production of ‘Parnell,’ saw trade 
take «en upward jump, with indica- 
tions now pointing to at least six 
good weeks. 

Mayan theatre (downtown) re- 
opened (1) as a FTP house, with the 
coast’s long-delayed presentation of 
‘Tripied A Plowed Under.’ FTP now 
has 3ix ventures going in town. 


Estimates for Last Week 


‘Russet Mantle,’ Belasco (L. A.) 
(ist week) (C) 1,095; $2.20)—Coast 
just dicin’t seem to want this one and 
jt folded here (2) after seven nights 
to under $5,000. House dark until 
Monday (10), when Tallulah Bank- 
head moves in with ‘Reflected 
Glory.’ 

‘Parnell,’ El Capitan, Hollywood, 
(2nd week) (C) (1,571; $1.65). After 
getting away to a moderate start, 
this Duffy production jumped on 
second week for excellent take of 
around $12,000. Matinee trade par- 
ticularty strong. 

WPA 

‘Miracle at Verdun.’ Continues to 
attract mild interest at the Experi- 
meatal theatre, where it is in until 
Aug, 16. 

‘Smilin’ Thru.” Winding up two 
weeks ct the Mason, Sunday (9) to 
good returns, 

‘Triple A Plowed Under’ got 
started ut the Mayan, Saturday (1), 
house reopening as a Federal The- 
atre Project spot after being dark a 
number of months. 

‘Redemption.’ Continues at the 
Musart theatre, where it has until 
Aug. { to go. 


WPA HAS NINE 
TROUPES INN. J. 


Newark, Aug. 4. 
With nine more or less successful 
troupes flickering around the state 
these nights, the Federal Theatre is 
coming strongly to the fore here 
with various types of entertainment. 


Camden County, under supervision 
of Harry Horne, has been presenting 











.an ‘all-star’ vaude bill featuring the 


Grimes. Team, man and wife, are 
billed as with ‘150 years of stage ex- 
“epee one being 74 and the other 


A Negro group in Octavus Roy 
Cohen’s ‘Come Seven’ is being 
readied for the city centres. 

Asbury Park group has DeWitt 
Newing at its helm. He is not play- 
ing his own ‘Rose of Picardy’ or ‘The 
Love of Shu Shong’ here, though. 
It’s a Wise Child’ last week and 
‘Family Upstairs’ this week, with 
‘Personal Appearance’ in rehearsal, 
for the 10-week engagement at the 
Elks’ Auditorium, Red Bank. 

Hudson County with Earl McLel- 
land has ‘Broken Dishes’ and ‘The 
Night Cap’ to its credit, and a musi- 
Calized version of ‘Uncle Tom's 
Cabin’ is in rehearsal. 

Essex County is in the hands of 
Clifford Stork, long a_ theatrical 
figure in Newark with M. S. Schles- 
inger, Has ‘Laff That Off’ and ‘Her 
Majesty the Widow’ booked into the 
fall. ‘Brother Mose Frank Wilson’s 
Negro musical, has been successful. 
Na Santarella’ with Italian actors 
and interpolated operatic selections 
has done equally well. 

Bergen County is supervised by 


Francis Fraunie and a tent theatre 
Is the atiraeti: ruuy-equipped, 
this entertainment under canvas has 
@ bailyhoo band, vaude-between-the- 


acis, and ‘The Paisy’ as its feature. 


< 4 ¢ 














Costly Rehearsal 


Billy Ros? offered to play a 
preview of ‘Jumbo’ to an audi- 
ence of a single person, but 
Elizabeth Miele’s Yonkers straw 
hat, which has folded, actually 
did. 

Company was playing ‘Com- 
mand to Love’, At the matinee 
only three persons turned up in 
a house that seats over 900. 
Management decided to call off 
the show »-nd two-thirds of the 
audience left. One third, con- 
sisting of an elderly lady, in- 
sisted she had come several 
miles to ses; the show and 
couldn’t stay for the evening 
performance. 

Management acceded to her 
demands and ‘actors ran 
through their parts. 


BANKHEAD BIG 
$13,000, FRISCO 


San Francisco, Aug. 4. 

Tallulah Bankhead in ‘Reflected 
Glory’ at the Curran Theatre did 
$13,000 in its second week, bettering 
the initial stanza by $1,000. Town 
has gone for Miss Bankhead in a big 
way. Kelly’s play is set for a third 
week and there is a possibility of a 
fourth stanza being added to the run. 

‘Three Men on a Horse,’ did $6,000 
in its fifth week at the Alcazar, 
which is excellent. During a previous 
visit here, just one year ago, this 
play ran seven weeks. 

‘The First Legion’ closed the third 
week of a return engagement to the 
tune of $2,900, which is swell biz for 
a WPA play. Columbia brought “The 
First Legion’ back after a run of two 
weeks some months ago. 


Estimates for Last Week 

‘Reflected Glory,’ Curran (3d 
week) (1,700; $2.50). Tallulah Bank- 
head so popular here she plans to 
return with a new play next year. 
Second week of ‘Glory’ was excellent 
at $13,000. 

‘Three Men on a Horse,’ Alcazar 
(5th week) (1,269; $1.50). Fifth week 
did $6,000. Hasn't even slowed down, 
and it’s a return date. 

WPA 

‘First Legion,’ Columbia (5th 
week) (1,700; 50c). Holdover for a 
fifth week justified by last week’s 
take of $2,900. 


Theatre Fire Cancels 
Another ‘Macbeth’ Date 


WPA’s colored unit appearing in 
‘Macbeth’ had another date wiped 
out when the Castle theatre, Long 
Beach, N. Y., was razed by fire last 
Wednesday (29). Show was slated 
for the spot this week, but instead 
the engagement at Hartford has been 
extended up to Thursday (6). Com- 
pany will return to New York and 
entrain Sunday (9) for the Dallas 
Fair Grounds. Texas appearance is 
now dated from Aug. 13 to Aug. 23. 

Castle was being operated by the 
Federal Theatre Project. Two set- 
tings used respectively for “Tamed 
and How’ and ‘Post Road’ were de- 
stroyed. Other scenery and props 
were quickly assembled at the WPA 
workshop, Hemastead, and _ the 
shows’ Long Island dates were filled 
without interruption. 























Two from Pitts 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 4. 

New Broadway producing firm of 
Ned Jakobs and Edward Hutchinson 
has accepted two plays by Alfred L. 
Golden, local playwright, for pro- 
duction in the fall. First is ‘Mimi 
Scheller,’ a melodrama which Judith 
Anderson tried out here at the 
Pittsburgh Playhouse two summers 
ago under title of ‘Female of the 
Species.’ Piece has since been re- 
vised considerably. 

Other piece is a comedy, ‘It’s a 
Cinch.’ Golden, in addition to his 
playwriting activities, directed ‘Y 


Playhouse little theatre group here | 


last winter. He’s regularly employed 
here at the Western Penitentiary +> 
psychological research. 
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NO TALENT, PLAYS 
OR BIZ SO FAR 


—_—_—— 


Only Three B’way Possibil- 
ities Among 40 Plays and 
Two Male Juves—Plenty 
of Early Fold-ups — Au- 
gust Will Tell Tale 





EQUITY TO BLAME? 





Drama in the sticks this summer 
has been distinctly disappointing so 
far; in fact, in the opinion of obser- 
vers, the straw hat, or no hat, season 
is a flop. Drama, picture and talent 
scouts have been fattening the gas 
stations throughout the east, digging 
up the hideaways, and found that 
product measures up to less than 
50% of last season. 

There have been upward of two 





score new plays tried out in some 
fashion thus far, but even the more 
carefully presented shows are indi- 
cated dramatists’ by-product. At the 
start of last August there were seven 
Broadway possibilities figured in the 
woods. Only three of the recent 
showings are given a chance to reach 
the main stem. 

Current month, however, is more 
promising and advance _ reports, 
mostly based on the reputation of 
several authors whose works will be 
given a summer try, indicate four 
more plays as likely for Broadway. 
If there are no further ‘discoveries’ 
the current season will be negligible 
in comparison to other summers. 

Fact that rural possibilities do ob- 
tain regular presentation is no assur- 
ance of such shows being good 
things, however. Last summer’s 
product failed to develop a single 
success in New York, 


Talent 


What goes for the plays appears 
to apply to new talent. Scouts re- 
port two young men as appearing 
to have the makings for Hollywood 
juvenile leads. Several picture ex- 
ecutives viewed the lads personally, 
but no contracts will be dished out 
until tests are made. In the femme 
division no finds have yet been un- 
covered. 

As for business drawn tc the coun- 
tryside showships, there are a num- 
ber of exceedingly weak spots and 
half a dozen rural ventures are call- 
ing it off ahead of schedule. Those 
ventures sticking to stock have fared 
somewhat better than the tryout 
houses, latter entailing too much out- 
lay for possible returns. Well at- 
tended as some wayside theatres are, 
the capacities are too small to bal- 
ance an even break, which is all 
the country manager ever hopes for 
on a new play. 

Whether Equity’s regulations of 
cowshed drama are to blame is not 
definitely established, but some man- 
agements claim this to be true. 
Among the latter is Westport, Conn. 
House is being leased for tryouts, 
with the original operators (Lang- 
ners) saying they are through for 
the season. Locust Valley (Red 
Barn) is folding, it being stated that 
only three new plays were originally 
scheduled. House was then rented 
to another management for similar 
purposes. Other short seasons apply 
to New Rochelle, Greenv:ich, Bronx- 
ville and Niantic. Scarboro’s littie 
house was damaged by fire and is 
probably out fc: the season, too. 

Among the items charged against 
Eqguity’s supervision of summer 
places is the requirement to pay 
actors for rehearsals. Whether this 
item has tipped over some summer 
ventures will be known more defi- 











nitely when the rural playhouses 

court their grosses for August, 
whi ; the best month, usually. 

a ? 
Elitch’s 15%, Up 

Denver, Aug. 4. 

ivitation to a Murder.’ last week's 

tock offering, did average 

business only. Drew all the mystery 

ifane and business was steady all 
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One Premiere Due 





Painful for P.A. 





Jones Beach, L. IL, N. Y., be- 
ing under state control, the 
shows there furnish anything 
but a paradise for press agents. 
All copy and advertising must 
be submitted to the commis- 
sioner of parks. Rules are there 
must be no adjectives; much 
less superlatives. 

Piain signs approaching and 
around the resort merely hoid 
the name of the show and the 
location of the performances, 
namely, Zach’s Bay. 


SCANDALS STILL 
HOT, $20,000, CHI 











Chicago, Aug. 4. 

Still the only legit in the loop, 
George White’s ‘Scandals’ continued 
to do nice business last week, gross- 
ing $20,000. If the boys from the 
Dallas Expo don’t talk White into 
moving the show down there, it’l] be 
here till the first of September. 

WPA is having red-tape treuble 
getting the Civic theatre so, although 
the cast of ‘Triple A Plowed Under’ 
is set t» go, they haven’t any house 
to put their show into. 

Other WPA show, ‘Broken Dishes, 
is rattling along with plenty of cus- 
tomers and little cash. J 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Scandals,’ Grand (1,200; $3.30) (6th 
week ). Cooler weather helping 
boost the take, with $20,000 garnered 
last week, 

Wra 

‘Broken Dishes,’ Blackstone. 
rate tickets still the style here. 
crowds, little money. 

‘Triple A,’ Civic. Opens this week 
after two weeks’ layoff. Was at the 
Great Northern, where poor busi- 
ness prevailed. 


‘New Moon’ Gets $35,000 
In St. Louis, Only Fair 


St. Louis, Aug. 4. 

‘The New Moon,’ seen four times 
in the Al Fresco Theatre in Forest 
Park, ended its latest seven-night run 
Sunday (2) with an approximate 
gross of $35,000 for an average biz, 
despite fine weather. 

‘A Connecticut Yankee,’ presented 
in the local open air theatre for the 
first time, began a seven-night run 
Monday (3) to an audience which 
represents a gross of about $3.250. 
Harriett Hoctor, ballerina, making 
her season bow, clicked in her own 
airplane dancing specialty ‘Flight.’ 
Dorothy Vernon, singing actress, also 
appearing for the first time during 
the current season, and Ruby Mercer. 
Eddie Garr. Audrey Christie, Gil 
Iamb and Una Val also won the au- 
dience. 

‘Yankee’ is the ninth offering of 
the season. 


Certral City’s 3d Week 


Denver, Aug. 4. 

‘Gondoliers’ will close at Central 
City Saturday night, following 28 
performances in the 58-year-old 
opera house. The number of people 
who have seen this year’s show is 
slightly in excess of any other two 
weeks. This is the first year the 
festival has. run for three weeks. 

First two performances of the third 
week were sellouts, and advance sale 
indicates the gross will be at least 
$35,090 for the three weeks. 


Cut- 
Big 

















Mrs, Foust at Duquesne 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 4. 

Madeleine Skelly Foust, local 
playwright and aciress, has been 
named dean of the Duquesne Uni- 
versity drama school here for the 
jcoming season. She succeeds the 
jlate Dr. Clinton E. Licyd, who died 
\a couple of months ago. 
i Mrs. Foust is the : -st woman ever 
ito hold this position 





in August But 


DOyly Cartes Will Start Season 


co 


Unless one showman. decides 
not to take a chance, there will 
be no premieres on Broadway until 
sometime in September. But the 
new season may be considered dated 
to start in two weeks (20), when the 
D’Oyly Carte light opera troupe from 
London opens at the Martin Beck. 

It will be the second visit of Eng- 
land’s specialists in Gilbert and Sul- 
livan and they are coming in with a 
bill of nine operettas. That a for- 
eign attraction should invade Broad- 
way at this period, preceding the en- 
tire new production field, appears 
to be an unusual booking. The G. & 
S. group is slated for eight weeks and 
and the early start should be a test 
of its draw, considering the fact that 
it will still be vacation time in New 
York. 

Several new musicals dated for 
premiere late in September will start 
rehearsals during the week of Aug. 
17. Included are ‘White Horse Inn’ 
and ‘Yes, Madame.’ ‘Red, Hot and 
Blue’ will probably be forced to a 
later start because of casting prob- 
lems. When the ‘Follies’ will start 
readying for resumption at the Win- 
ter Garden, or for the road, will be 
decided late this week. 

Two of last season’s standouts, 
‘Idiot’s Delight’ and ‘Victoria Re- 
gina,’ \-hich suspended for. the sum- 
mer, will restart late this month (31) 
and that about completes the present 
schedule. Indications are that one of 
the few possibilities developed in the 
summer spots will debut Aug. 25. 
It is ‘Spring Dance,’ for which an- 
other title may be chosen. 

No closings last week except for 
a weak revival (‘Dorian Gray’) and 
the list’s eight shows are sticking 
along in one way or another. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Boy Meets Girl,’ Cort (38th week) 
(C-1,059-$3.30). Little change here, 
except frequent cast switches over 
the summer; business approximated 
$10,000; slightly under summer pace. 

‘Dead End,’ Belasco (4lst week) 
(D-1,000-$3.30). Set for fall contin- 
uance; Chicago company geiting un- 
der way for opening early next 
month; around $8,500 last week. 

‘Mulatto,’ Ambassador (42d week) 
(D-1,156-$3.30). Some improvement 
last week but probably no better 
than even break for long-run low 
grosser; bit over $2,000. 

‘New Faces,’ Vanderbilt (12th 
week) (R-804-$3.30). Another show 
with grosses that flirt with or into 
the red; around $4.000; revue now 
doubling in night club. 

‘On Yeur Toes,’ Imperial (17th 
week) (M-1,468-$3.85). By far best 
money on Broadway and without 
eo opposition; last week around 


‘Pre- Honeymoon,’ Lyceum (15th 
week (C-876-$2.20). Cast changes 
figured to bolster performance; 


bucked the summer at start and tak- 
ings modest; around $3,500. 

‘Three Men on a Horse,’ Playhouse 
(80th week) (C-869-$2.20). War- 
horse @f comedies is making some 
coin right along; last week around 


$6.000. 
‘Tobacco Road,’ Forest (140th 
week) (D-1,017-$1.65). Also netting 


weekly profit; all tickets sold at box- 
office, the draw being among visitors 
desvite road companies last season; 
$5.000 or better. 
Revival 
‘Dorian Gray,’ Comedy; 
Saturday; two — 


A 
‘Help Yourself, Adelphi; WPA 
farce: light. 
‘Injunetion Granted,’ Biltmore; la- 
bor drama: fair. 
‘Turpentine,’ Lafayette; 
drama in Harlem. 


PERMANENT STOCK 
CO. SET FOR BUFFALO 


Buffalo, Aug. 4. 
Permanent Buffalo dramatic stock 
was announced by John Stein, State 
director of publicity, and George 
Gatts, state project director ci the 
Federal Theatre Project. Company 


stopped 


protest 








cording to Gatts. 

Change in relief roll restrictions 
will now enable actors certifying 
their need of employment to obtain 
work instead of the former require- 
ment that applicants had to be on 
relief rolls since last November. Lo- 
cal newspapers carried announce- 
ments of the organization of the 
stock company, with requests to ap- 
ply to Elwood Farber, directcr, at 
the local Federal Theatre offices. 








of 15 persons will be recruited, ac- © 


é 


H 


Metnegi aati ieamaeniih eat anneal 


St ee LenS 


ont 


er ACP EE CIE en GON ATO AIT 22 r 


gers TLE EE 


- 
§ 
$ 
% 
F 
: 
% 
ee 
# 





pe = 


— 





46 VARIETY 


LEGHTEMATE 





Wednesday, August 5, 1936 





Plays Abroad 





THE VISITOR 


London, July 15. 


Comedy in three acts by Nicholas Mon- 


sarret, presented by Dorothy Peters at 
Daty’s theatre, July 7, °36; produced by 
Ellen Pollock. 

Simmonds ...oo.. vsscessec- Lewis Broughton 
Mrs. Markham........ Margaret Scudamore 
PAGWR: caer orasbivs ss cc ceanews Greer Carson 
Richard Armstrong,.........Guy Middleton 
Mr. Markham. ° eooesee Aubrey Dexter 
Karl Novak, ..c.<.ccccccccessss Luis Borell 
ete o's wha tes ead enecceus eee Ee 





An unsatisfying type of comedy; 
its promise never seems fulfilled. 

A headstrong girl of a kindly dis- 
position, given to championing lost 
causes, takes home to her bewil- 
dered parents a down-and-out she 
encounters in a park at midnight. 
He is a starving German refugee _and 
an embryo playwright. He soon 
settles down snugly into his luxuri- 
ous surroundings, and his young 
hostess cajoles her father into help- 
ing get backing for his play. Pity- 
ing his condition, and swayed by his 
foreign charm, she falls for him, and 
breaks off her engagement to an 
eligible. youth of her own world. 

The masterpiece turns out a dire 
flop—its author creates a scene in 
a drunken frenzy, and is run to 
earth by a dubious female. None of 
this daunts the infatuated girl, who 
prepares to rush off with him and 
share his rags and hopeless future. 
While she is packing for the great 
adventure, the man is convinced of 
the futility of it all, and goes away 
—presumably to join his fellow out- 
cast. Girl then becomes reconciled 
to her first love. 

Louis Borell, young Dutch actor 
who scored favorably at the Em- 
bassy. some months ago, gets the 
most out of this, his first West-End 
role, but neither he, nor Greer Gar- 
son as the society girl, make any of 
the proceedings ring true. 

This is the first play, so perhaps 
there are better things to come from 
the author. 


SUNDAY 


Los Angeles, July 24. 
Federal Theatre presents a new drama in 
three acts by Martin Flavin. Directed by 
Jerome Coray; settings, Frederick Stover. 
At the Musart Theatre, Los Angeles, July 
13, °36. 





RO CRT ic vac veewast sesude se Jane Elton 
Fred Perkins..... ceeeescess James Guilfoyle 
Ephraim Clark. .cecccecsesss:: William Neff 
AmGs PORMING, .2 cecdcecacee Westcott Clarke 
Mary Perkins... ...-Agnes Akers 
Joe Perkins...... ..Ben Schwartz 
DT + i vidseeavibecve TITTir Tree Judith Alen 
MAG... ve seowcedss co cnwicess James T. Duffy 
DORGD s 0.06 64066 0be0 00s 60086 oes Donald Murray 





In the past four years Martin Fla- 
vin has written three new plays. All 
died before they gave their first yell. 
‘Sunday’ can hope for no better fate. 
For Broadway it’s strictly a larry. 

Trouble with this Flavin effort is 
that it starts out to be a story of 
futility and ends as the tale of a 
hold-up and a sympathetic sheriff. 
In the beginning the play is written 
around the family of a small-town 
merchant. Farmers are broke, 
therefore the merchant is threatened 
with financial disaster. He gives up, 
one that the country is ready 

old. 


His ‘daughter returns from the east 
on a vacation. She is broke and her 
husband is out of work. His nephew 
lands in town in the same condition. 
Later comes the son-in-law. All sit 
about and moan about how futile 
their existence is. 

The sheriff, who lives with the 
merchant, insists that a stiff upper 
lip is necessary. That's the first act. 
Second and third acts have to do 
with the holdup of a local bank 
wherein the nephew is killed trying 
to get away with the money. Son- 
in-law gets a better break from the 
sympathetic sheriff, who feels that 
the young man and his wife de- 
serve it. 

Casting and direction are, as have 





been most of the WPA here, excep- 
tionally good. Best performance is 


Straw Hats 


Merry-Go-Round 
Third summer stocks to go for 
the alternate house gag is Bill Good- 
win’s Harbor theatre at Governor's 
Island, New York. He will move his 








given by Ben Schwartz as the 
nephew. Pictures could use this lad. 
William Neff as the sheriff handles 
his assignment with sympathetic 
understanding. Donald Murray and 
Judith Alden, as the young couple, 


latest tryout ‘Concentratin’ to the 
City theatre, Newark, N. J. Island 
theatre gets the first half of the 
week, with remainder in the New 





are more than acceptable. James | 
Guilfoyle, the merchant, is the very 
spirit of futility. Jane Elton, West- 
cott Clarke, Agnes Akers, and James 
T. Duffy complete the cast and all 
do well with their acsignments. 
Direction by Jerome Coray is a 
workmanlike job. Single set is well 
worked: out by Frederick Sto. os 
Cal ° 


SANS LE TROISIEME | 


(‘Without the Third’) 
Paris, June 19. 
Play in three acts by Milan Begovitch, 
adapted to the French by Marguita Bekova. 
presented at the Theatre de i’Oeuvre Dy 
Jean Demain. 
Barco Barkt. o. ek Gece devacss Jean Toulout 





Only one stage set and only two 
actors. Yet, if well-acted, thoroughly 
enjoyable during the whole of its 
three acts. 

Jean Toulout has been made a 
prisoner during the World War and 
sent to Siberia. After 10 years of 
captivity he escapes and comes back 
to his wife, obsessed by the thought 
that perhaps she has been unfaith- 
ful to him while he was gone. 

Fate has it that he answers phone 
calls of several men who are ar- 
dently courting his wife. Fact that 
she has lived in comparative luxury 
while he was enduring extreme mis- 
ery in Siberia embitters him all the 
more. Every time his love for his 
wife is about to scatter his jealous 
fears away, something is said or 
found which he immediate:y mis- 
construes, and his fears come back 
stronger than ever. 

In the last act, his wife has given 
up trying to prove her innocence, 
when he is convinced that she has 
been true by a letter her father left 
for him before dying, two years 
ago. Angry at the thought that he 
takes the word of dead man, after 
disbelieving her’s. she won't have 
anvthing to do with him. 

By that time. he is aching for the 
woman. Her temper rises all the 
more, and she finally shoots him, 
rather than give in. 

Jean Toulout and Tania Balachova 
succeed in maintaining the susnense | 
throvehout the whole nlev. not giv- 
ing the imnression that there is ton 
much of them end bringing about 
the sucressive climaxes with amaz- 
ine deftness and force. 

This is the first time Milan Boon- 
vitch. Yougoslavian author. hos had 
any of his works shown in France. 
Known in his own counirv. Bego- 
vitch was seneral stage menavger of 
the Deutsches Schaucnielho's of 
Harmburer end of the Nene Wiener 
Buhne of Vienna before the vr. 

Jean. 


Dillon with Meredith 


Dallas, Aug. 4. 

Charles Dillon quit Old Globe 
Theatre at the Texas Centennial ex- 
position to become assistant director 
of the Dallas Little Theatre, under 
Charles Meredith. 

Move was made to give Meredith, 
who is southwestern director of 
WPA theatre projects also, a right 
hand man in the Little Theatre’s im- 
minent expansion program. Dillon 
is to have active charge of theatre’s 
school, which is to be removed fur- 
ther from the wing of the dramatic 
department of Southern Methodist 
university. 



















“Ingenue” ond 
1. Miller Beautiful” 
models. Formeriy 


875 to 1375 


90 “legenue” and 
|. Miller Beoutiful” 

models. Formerty 
b 875 to 1275 


I- MILLER 
Every pair of White and 
Summer Shoes in the 


semi-annual S. 





. Sweeping Reductions on Dark Shoes 


1552 BROADWAY Open untii 9p. m. 





90 


Variety of heel 
heights, patterns, 
materials. All sizes, 
but not in every style 


“1. Miller Beoutiful” 
and ‘I. Miller Deluxe” 
models. Formerty 


1275 to 1575 


90 


Jersey location. 

Luther Greene's Island theatre at 
Nantucket, R. I., and Beach theatre at 
West Falmouth, Mass., and 
Zannister’s ‘Murder in the Old Red 
Barn’ roving between Atlantic City 
and New York, are the other two. 

‘Genius’ Tryout 

‘One More Genius,’ play by Jerry 
Horwin and Catherine Turney, both 
film writers, gets a Stony Creek, 
Conn., tryout the week of Aug. 10. 
Horwin is with Carl Laemmle, Jr., 
in Carlsbad, while Miss Turney, who 
wrote ‘Bitter Harvest,’ London pro- 
duction, is connected with Metro on 
the Coast. 


I. Robert Broder, attorney, _ is 
supervising casting and production 
for the authors. 


Jones Bosch 


(Continued from page 43) 
created some tiffing with the supers 
and the boys and girls in the chorus 
who, being given generous appor- 
tionments of passes for the cause- 
way and parking, brought the 
mama or boy friend or cousins or 
sisters, and so exhausted the pass 
privilege abnormally. Some of the 
kids squawked to Equity that oth- 
ers were getting more passes—it 
wasn’t a peeve at not getting enough, 
but that the constant exit ahd en- 
trance to the beach used up the 
passes. This comes about through 
many of the people living in the 
Long Island neighborhood for the 
duration of the Gallo-Shuberts sea- 
son. 

(This week Gallo expects to have 
the Randall’s Island stadium signed 
for and ready to open with some- 
thing flashy such as ‘Student Prince. 
Stadium has 20,000 capacity.) 

Edward J. Scanlon produces the 
Jones Beach operettas in three days. 
Abe Cohen is company manager 
representing the Shuberts. Latter 
furnishes the show; Gallo the aus- 
pices. Terms said to be a 50-50 split. 
Grosses around $20,000 to $25,000 on 
the week. 

Ruined Music 

Weather hazard is a_ constant 
worry. So far this unique venture 
has been signally lucky, although 
rain insurance is a measure of pro- 
tection. Still there have been haz- 
ards such as one night, almost the 
split-second, when the company 
finale-bowed off the heavens opened. 
That cheated on any insurance 
claim and it created a $150 liability 
for re-copying the orchestrations of 
‘Student Prince’—the then attrac- 
tion—which were drenched because 
of the suddenness of the downpour. 

The slogan is ‘operetta over the 
water and under the stars.’ The 
company works on a barge with 
uniquely substantial and heavily- 
weighted sets designed by Watson 
Barratt. Between the barge and the 
audience is an expanse of water— 
some 50 yards of Zach's Bay separ- 
ating the footlights from the first 
row of customers. Microphones, of 
course, take care of dialog audibil- 
ity, about which there is no con- 
cern. There are 16 stagehands to 
expedite quick changes, idea being to 
get the people in bed early, else 
they’ll not venture out again. Cur- 


‘tain is 8:30 sharp; book librettos of 


the standard operettas curtailed as 
much as possible for a before-11 
p.m, sign-off. Traffic is easily han- 
dled en route home, which is sur- 
prising considering the concentrated 
egress in such large numbers, Means 
2,500 to 3,000 cars from the oper- 
etta audience alone, on an average, 
apart from the other traffic. 

‘In Blossom Time’ there is Robert 
Shafer in the baron role who rates 
attention for pictures, etc. Douglas 
Leavitt is the comic Christian Kranz 
and a click on his own. Harry K. 
Morton aids effectively with a bur- 
lesky bit later. Diana Gaylen is an 
effective ingenue and Bartlett Sim- 
mons registers as the tragic Franz 
Schubert with his unrequited love 
and his immortal melodies, Maxine 
Castleton, George Dill, Nina Dean 
and Zella Russell are other out- 
standers in the -sizeable company 
which ineludes Frederic Jencks, 
Terry Horne, Joseph Toner, Mary 
Rix, Gracie Worth, Erbert Good- 
hart, Tom Ryan, John Wheeler, 
Cela Lee, Ruth Reiter, Roberta Sel- 
las. Giueseppe Bamboschek maes- 
troed untii his furlough to conduct 
in the midwest. Gertrude Hoffman 





contributed the very effective ballet 





Harry | themselves, they were the same. This 


Cagney 


(Continued from page 10) 


his mouth. Again he waited, and 
then, ‘A bad script,’ he said. ‘It hits 
you, it hits you— and he beat a tat- 
too on the pit of his stomach, ‘here.’ 

It was Cagney all right. The dra- 
matic suspense he'd just been creat- 
ing, counterpart of his style on the 
screen, was the tip-off. The hush 
before the storm, the build-up by 





| gesture for the punch line, the vigor, 


|miration for their 


the compact delivery of the gestures 


was brought to Mr. Cagney’s atten- 
tion. 


| 





| 
; 


He admitted everything, gave! theatre, 


Summer - Theatres 


(NEW PLAYS) 

‘Beyond Woman,’ Old Mill Pia, - 
house, Shrewsbury, N. J. (6), 

‘Cousin Adelaide is Psychic,’ Mary 
Young Playhouse, Centerville, Mass. 
(4). 

‘Crooked Billet,’ Starlight theatre, 
Pawling, N. Y. (3). 





‘Headlines,’ Millbrook theatre, 
Millbrook, N. Y. (5). 
‘Lovers’ Meeting,’ Island theatre, 
Nantucket, Mass. (3). 
‘Racket Number One,’ Harbo: 
Governor's Island, N. Y 


all the credit to his models, Lowell ! (¢), 


Sherman, George M. Cohan, Arthur 
Byron, Spencer Tracy. (One of the 
finest that ever trod the boards, he 
said of Tracy.) 
skill, their sub- 
tlety, their knowledge, their magnifi- 
cent timing, he’s watched them. First 
they set up the audience with a 
piece of busines carefully, delicately 
worked out; then into the tense si- 
lence they’ve created, lightly they 
toss. their line. They, he said, are 
actors. 
No Accidents 


Topflight actors, he said, don’t get 


up there for no reason, 


get there by virtue of their intelli- 
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| 
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Enthralled with ad-| 
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Anybody , Schwab 
who gets somewhere in a business, | first place on Schwab's fall produc- 
doesn’t get there for no reason. They | tion roster. 


‘So Proudly We Hail,’ Red Barn 
Locust Valley, L. L, N. Y. (4). 

‘Suddenly a Stranger,’ Beechwood 
theatre, Scarborough, N. Y. (3). 

‘Without the Law,’ Hollywood 
Players; Bay Shore, L. L,~N. Y. (3). 

‘star May Change,’ Marshfield 
Hills, Mass. (s). 


Future Plays 


Susan,’ by Lawrence 


Philip Wylie, to 


‘Swing It 
and 


ge. 


‘Corner Pocket,’ by Robert Rossen, 


gence, their perception, their knowl- | announced for mid-October by Wil- 


edge of themselves, their awareness ; liam 


Harris, Jr. Formerly known 


of their possibilities as well as Of!as ‘Behind the Eight Ball.’ 


their limitations. ‘“There’s a cock- 
eyed superstition around,’ Cagney 
said, ‘that actors are dopes. That 
they know nothing of writing, direc- 
tion, stories, that they have no taste, 
no judgment. That they’re the iast 
people on earth to know what's good 
for them. That they can. succeed, 
end do succeed, only when they put 
themselves wholly in the hands of 
wiser men. Yet Leslie Howard, Paul 
Muni, Fred Astaire, make their own 
decisions, guide their own careers 
with such conspicuous success be- 
cause they know their own values. 


Also, they’re in a position to get what! 


they want. for they came to the 
screen already estcblishe as stars 
on the stage.’ 

Cagney can name, and did, many 
more actors whose intelligence re- 
futes the ‘actors are fools because 
only fools are actors’ legend. But 
the producers are not so ready to 
agree with Cagney on this latter 
group, because they came to pictures 
bit players and so no matter what 
heights they’ve since attained, in 
the eyes of the producers they’re still 
bit players. Just lucky, that’s all. 
They happened to be born with 
something, and the producers did all 
the rest. That’s what the producers 
think. 

Not To Be Typed 


Cagney, however, has seen very 
few actors who've gotten places on 
personality and smart handling 
alone. If such as they exist, they’re in 
the minority. A _ successful actor 
shares the responsibility for his suc- 
cess. He is always searching for new 
facets for his professional person- 
ality. 

After ‘The Doorway to Hell,’ Cag- 
ney was ticketed as a pal player. 
Glasmon and Bright saw it, went to 
the front office to get him for their 
‘Public Enemy. ‘You don’t want 
Cagney,’ they were told, ‘he plays 
pals.” But pals or not, they wanted 
him. He did a lot of fighting in the 
picture, the picture did okay, so it 
was fighting from then on. 

If it had to be fighting, said 
Cagney, he’d have to vary the at- 


tack, find new socks. Finally, in! 


‘St Louis Kid,’ he hit upon the head- 
bumping business. Cagney would 
rather, however, work in pictures in 
which the ideas did the bumping, but 
lacking that, he has _ constantly 
searched for new bits of business, 
running gags, gestures. The Cagney 
fans always look for some new trick 
in his new picture; usually they find 
it. 

‘Anybody who looks like me,’ he 
said, ‘has two strikes against him. 
He’s got to overcome it on his own.’ 
To make them take him in a story 
that’s got love interest he sees to it 
that every love scene is just touched 
on, that it’s just part of a wide gen- 
eral movement. No clinches for 
him, no languorous embraces. If he’s 
required to kiss the heroine, it’s a 
quickie on the brow, ‘hello sweets,’ 
then go. With his mugg, with his 
stature, anything more would be ab- 
surd, he said. 

Whenever there's fighting for 
him to do, it’s never with anybody 
under 200 pounds. Somehow the 
audience believes he can handle 
them that size. The thought that 
he always keeps in mind: ‘You're 
oniy as good as the other fellow 
thinks you are,’ he said. “Your own 





opinion doesn’t matter a damn.’ 


| 
| 





‘Hand Painted Heaven; by Terry 
N. Thorpe and Martin Mack, bought 
by Mary Forrest for fall production. 

‘Don’t Do It, Dodo,’ farce by Asa 
Laban, acquired by Lady San Mei, 
Chinese actress-manager, for coming 
season presentation. Herbert Farrar 
will direct. 


Current Road Shows 


Week Aug. 3 
‘Parnell,’ El Capitan, Hollywood. 


‘Reflected Glory,’ Curran, San 
Francisco, 

‘Scandals,’ Grand, Chicago. 

‘Three Men on a Horse,’ Alcazar, 


San Francisco. 





SINGLE UNIT AGAIN 


Harry Banniste:’s attempt to al‘e’- 
nate his ‘Murder in the Old Red 
Barn,’ between the American Music 
Hall, New York and a barn at 
Atlantic Beach, L. L, N. Y.. was 
short-lived. Barn was wrecked in a 
heavy storm last week, calling short 
the play’s suburban run. 

Change was made about two weeks 
ago, when producers’ Bannister- 
Cochran-Beebe decided it would be 
profitable to move to a resort for the 
dead weekend periods. , 











American Academy 
of Dramatic Arts | 


Founded (884 by Franklin H. Sargent 
“HE first and foremost tn- 
stitution for Dramatic and 
Expressional Training. The in- 
struction furnishes the essen- 
tial preparation for Directing 
and Teaching as well as for 
Acting. 
Fall Term Begins October 26 | 
Cataiog of ail Courses from the Secretary | 
Room 247-H, Carnegie Hall, N. ¥. 
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"SHOWBOAT 
FOR SALE 


Well equipped stage and 
quarters. Sacrifice. 


12 W. 44th St., Room 105 


Phone VAn. 3-2233 weekdays 
8-10 A.M. 


living 











BUY DOROTHEA ANTEL 


[Invalid Actress, Famous Greeting 
Cards. 21 Original and Exctusive De- 
signs, One Dollar. Agents Wanted to 
Sell Cards, Liberal Commission. Cali 
or write 


PDOROTHEFA ANTEL 
226 West 72nd Street. New York City 
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Opera in Hipp 
Week-Ends With 
Sports Ist Half 


Group of 13 American-born sing- 
ers will bow in with Salmaggi’s 
opera venture reopening the Hippo- 
drome, N. Y., on Aug. 21. Quite a 
few carry U. S. monickers which is 
being played up in billing. Amer- 
jean-born group includes: Charlotte 
Kimbal, Eleanor Little, Alice Tully, 
Lois Huff, Thomas Keeley, William 
Hargrave, William Hart, Angelo 
Divina, Cesare Contessa, Eleanor 
Ferro, Perla Wolcott, Janina Kuc- 
gynska, Vita Bufalo. 

Also Luigi Borgonovo, Giovanni 
Breviario and Al Marone, all en- 
gaged from La Scala, Milan. House 
will be scaled at a $1 top per usual. 

Instead of giving opera with left- 
over trappings from ‘Jumbo,’ spot is 
being remodeled somewhat to take 
eare of sporting events which will 
be held the forepart of: each week. 
Former arena is being filled in with 
seats, stage is being raised and cir- 
cusy atmosphere played down. New 
seating capacity is 5,200. 

Week-end policy opens on the 
21st with ‘Carmen.’ Rehearsals be- 
gin next Monday (10). 


HOW ARE WE DOING?” 
ANSWERS IN FRENCH 


Middlebury, Vt., Aug. 4. 

Ballet Caravan here last week, ap- 
peared under auspices of French de- 
partment of Middlebury University. 
First time that department has ever 
sponsored a commercial attraction. 
Around 700 attended at a 75c. top. 

Applause registered with dancers 
okay, but any verbal comment af- 
terward was foreign, as only French 
is permitted to be spoken during the 
summer season. Pupils enrolling 
have to sign a pledge on registering 
to the effect that they stick to 
parlez-vous during the extension 
course. It goes for campus activities 
entirely, and is adhered to faithfully. 

Four hundred are in the French 
department. and the rest that at- 
tended ballet performance com- 
prised German, Italian and Spanish 
students also under wraps lin- 
guistically. 

Lew Christiansen, Eugene Loring 
and William Dollar concocted the 








ballets for the troupe, which is 
stocked with American ballet 
dancers from the Metropolitan 
Opera, N. Y. 


Group is appearing this week .at 
Westport Country Playhouse with 
Jimmy Savo in ‘The Would-Be Gen- 
tleman.’ 


Detroit Local Routes 
Band in City Parks 


Detroit, Aug. 4. 

Detroit Federation of Musicians 
band, under stick of Harry C. Philip, 
has started a series of concerts in 
Detroit parks. 

Programs, consisting of classic and 
pop tunes, are to be given nightly at 
various parks in different parts of 


Gershwin’s Ballet 


' After ‘Watch Your Step’ chores for 
RKO-Radio, George Gershwin is 
turning out a ballet for American 
Ballet troupe. Premiere would 
either be at the Metropolitan Opera, 
N. Y., or a straight legit house. 
_Idea has been fermenting for some 
time with the composer, but he 
wants a strictly U. S. theme, and one 
completely modern. His ‘An Ameri- 
can in Paris’ is being danced this 
week in Cincinnati by Paul Draper 
and Ruth Page. Albertina Rasch 
used it before for a ‘Show Girl’ pro- 
duction number for Ziegfeld. 


New opus may be started on the 
Coast. 


Rubinoff Goes Symph 


Chicago, Aug. 4. 
Dave Rubinoff is to be guest con- 
ductor of Chicago Philharmonic Or- 
chestra at Grant Park Friday (7). 
Rubinoff will introduce a new 
note when he waves baten at 75 mu- 
Sicians while they play ‘Love in 
Bloom, ‘Big Bad Wolf’ and other 
Popular ditties, 

















Phila. Concert Grosses 


Philadelphia, Aug. 4, 

Not so hot at boxoffice at Robin 
Hood Dell last week. Approximately 
20,000 attendance for six nights, 
with gross estimated at $17,000. Last 
Tuesday (28) second night of opera 
‘Martha’ pulled around $3,500. Open 
night Wednesday, Iturbi batoning for 
about $2,600 Thursday and 1,500 Fri- 
day. Conrad Thibault soloing okey 
for $3,500 Saturday, Sunday’s bar- 
gain rater gathered $900 and. last 
night’s opener by Catherine Little- 
field and her Philadelphia Ballet 
grabbing satisfactory $5,000. 

This week brings another big bill 
Thursday night when Jascha Heifitz 
fiddles for $2,000 fee, with Iturbi on 
Dell’s shiny chromium podium. 


Ballet Espagnol 
Safely Out of Spain 
7 7” o 
Arrives in Paris 
Paris, Aug. 4, 

Ballet Espagnol de Juan Martinez, 
first theatrical troupe to escape in- 
tact from war torn Madrid, arrived 
here today to play a series of con- 
certs at the Opera Comique. With 
train and plane service stopped, they 
motored through loyalist and rebel 
lines to Alicante, and embarked from 
there on a French freighter to Mar- 
seilles. The company’s 150 costumes 
were not molested. Neither were 
the orchestrations for 60 different 
ballets and dances. Martinez’s only 
loss was his personal collection of 
original bullfight posters by noted 
Spanish artists, which was confis- 
cated in Albacete. The posters were 
to have been exhibited at the Paris 
International Exposition next year. 

Ballet sails early in October for 
Havana, where it opens its 1936- 
1937 tour at the Teatro Principal with 
a two-weeks engagement beginning 
October 16. Then booked for the 
Guild Theatre, New York, Novem- 
ber 8 and 15, followed by dates 
in the principal cities in the United 
States, two weeks at the new Teatro 
Alameda in Mexico City, and four 
weeks in Rio de Janeiro. 

Prominent dancers in the com- 
pany with Martinez are Soledad, 
Juanito, Amaya, Carmencita, Sevil- 
lana, Antonita, Isabella, Rosarita, 
Morales, Carmelita, Valenciana, Sara- 
sina, Castillana, Marquita, Cortijo, 
Bobadilla, Madriquera, Castanagro 
and Zanouba. 














Exploitation 





(Continued from page 19) 
for one supplied by the aide. Tokens 


may be painted pebbles or checker- 


men. 

The Captain leads the way to the 
first pitch, warns the boys that the 
tokens are in plain sight and that 
nothing must be lifted or torn down. 
Tokens may be set in the crotch of 
a tree, atop a window ledge or any 
other spot where they will be visible. 
The Captain tells the boys the num- 
ber of tokens to be found and waits 
while the aides check the kids and 
prevent property damage. When all 
are found the pirate gang repairs to 
the theatre for the prizes. 





Mail Lists 

Recently a store stocked a line of 
clothing and wanted to circularize 
it. The sales manager went over to 
the theatre and suggested to the 
manager that he get out a contest 
with $25 in cash prizes, the store to 
supply the cash in return for the 
answers. Both the newspaper and a 
throaway carried a form to be filled 
in with the adjectives best describing 
the show being advertised, with 
spaces for the child’s name and ad- 
dress and parents’ names. 

The contest was so simple that for 
$25 the store obtained a list of more 
than 500 addresses correct as of the 
moment, and was able to send out 
its announcements of the new line to 
parents. It was better than a list of 
2,000 names of general selection. — 

Two or three years ago a similar 
scheme was used in connection with 
phonograph giveaways, the dealers 
obtaining a list of prospects with full 
data as to whether or not they al- 
ready had a phonograph and of what 
make and age. é 

The idea is capable of consider- 
able expansion, if the theatre is care- 
ful to see that the lists fall only into 
reliable hands and that it is not di- 
rectly connected with the sales ap- 
proach. Mailing lists have a distinct 
cash value, and should not be re- 
linguished to merchants without 
some adequate advertising return to 
the theatre. 





Daphne Vane,  baiierina with 
American Ballet, goes into Radio 





City Music Hall troupe this week. 





CANNONS VOLLEY FOR 
RAPEE’S ‘1812’ SYMPH 


WPA concert in Madison Square 
Garden, N. Y., last Wednesday night 
(29) with nearly 300 musicians play- 
ing under guest baton of Erno Rapee 
drew audience of around 7,000. Top 
admission was $1.65. House liked it 
but got very nervous anticipating 
gunfire in ‘Overture 1812’ which was 
ballyhooed as high spot of the eve- 
ning’s program. 

A cannon went off three times and 
16 soldiers fired volleys in rhythm. 
Audience, aware of the novelty be- 
forehand, was kept on edge until the 
shooting was over. Then they 
——. 

Idea of summer music fare in the 
Garden caused considerable talk. 
Air-conditioning was not operating 
smoothly and place was warm. How- 
ever, it is understood Garden exec- 
tives liked the performance and are 
after another spectacular music of- 
fering before fall arrives. WPA will 
probably stage this also. 

Next summer it is thought popular 
concert series will be instituted here. 
Then entire apereere would be 
refurbished with dining balconies, 
refreshment tables, etc., for patrons. 

Bruna Castagna was soloist with 
WPA contingent last week, and was 
called back for an encore. Her ‘Car- 
men’ renditions came easy and were 
soundly applauded. Both her ser- 
vices and pee’s were donated free 
for the performance, it is understood. 

Gross, at $1.65 top, scaled down to 
25c, approximated $2,350, less than 
half the takings expected. It was 
one of the few times the Garden has 
been open this summer. Arrange- 
ment called for the house splitting 
after taking out expenses and the 
federal tax, which was something 
over $300. Attraction’s end was 
about $550. 





Riveters 


ba 





(Continued from page 1) *® 


credited by critics with being an 
integral part of the show. Geddes is 
reported having designed settings 
for ‘Iron Men’ as realistically as for 
‘End,’ if not more so. Audiences 
will represent persons in the street, 
just as those in front viewing ‘End’ 
are supposed to see a pier head from 
the East River. 

Geddes, in seeking the types of 
steel men he wanted, asked their 
union to make the selection. In ex- 
plaining to the strange kind of ac- 
tors the reason why he proposed 
using them on the stage, he said he 
would no more think of casting steel 
workers for society parts than actors 
for iron men. Manager added that 
since there could be no telling when 
one or more of them got under the 
weather, he would engage two for 
each part. Steel workers get con- 
siderably more than Equity mini- 
mums, so it is far from Geddes’ idea 
to produce the play economically. 

Play was written by Francis Gal- 
lagher, heretofore unknown to 
Broadway. It was first called ‘Con- 
struction Job.’ 





Behind the Keys 


(Continued from page 19) 


open in the early fall are the Berea 
theatre, Berea; Parma at Parma; 
Avalon, Marysville. 

J. Hatcher will name his newly 
oouraae theatre at Xenia, the 

io. 

C. E. Davie, Perry, New Lexing- 
ton, O., back from Michigan. 

Si James, owner of Eaton, Eaton, 
which was burned to the ground re- 
cently when heat melted the electric 
wiring, has no immediate plans. 


oe 


Spartanburg, S. C. 

Mgr. D. B. Austell’s (Wilby-Kincey 
Concord house) efforts to save life 
of his 15-year-old brother, Joseph 
Charles Austell, by donating blood 
for several of nine transfusions here, 
futile. 

Rialto, at Union, has tied in with 
local press and merchants to put over 
bathing beauty revues, donating 
stage for contest series and packing 
house thereby with no hike in tariff. 

More Wilby-Kincey shifts in Spar- 
tanburg: Jack Headrick of Hender- 
sonville, N. C., and Lexington, N. C., 
houses, to Strand as manager, filling 
gap created several weeks ago by 
transfer of D. B. Austell to Concord 
unit. Dan Austell o: Strand to 
Criterion as manager, replacing 
Bernard Caldwell, given leave of ab- 
sence for rest. Carol White has been 
elevated from Carolina floor staff to 
replace Judy Johnson, former WSPA 
announcer, as asst. mgr. 

Ervine Stone on 
Florida, 





vacation in 





Holly wood, 
Studio theatre, dark for year. is 
being refurbished at cost of $15,000 
by new owners, the Jewell Theatre 
Corp. Seating wiii be increased from 
— 500. Lessees have 10-year 
€a 
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11316 Salzburg Hotel Reservations 


For Americans; Ticket Sale Big 





A 4 


Castro on Furlough to 
Moscow Symphony Orch. 


Buenos Aires, July 27. 

Juan Jose Castro, Argentine sym- 
phonic conductor, is expected back 
about Jan. 1 to resume his post with 
Station LR 1. He sailed recently on 
leave of absence to join the Moscow 
Symphony orchestra for a_ spell. 
Soviet government wants to bring 
latter up to date and is importing 
several guest conductors of various 
nationalities. 

Meanwhile at LR1 (Radio El 
Mundo) a German, Ernst Mehlich 
pinchhits for Castro. 


‘Comets and Planets’ 
With All-Star Cast 


Hit at Planetarium 








‘Comets and Planets’ with an all- 
star cast is the current attraction 
at the Hayden Planetarium of the 
Museum of Natural History of New 
York. Astronomical revue opened 


Saturday (2) to about two-thirds 
house that fills with 740. 

Once monthly the sky impres- 
sarios give out with a new edition 
of stellar thespics. Incumbent is a 
study of presently active comets and 
meteors, following their movements 
by means of an illuminated arrow. 
It’s one of those things like the 
Statue of Liberty or the Empire 
State, that will always be one of 
the musts of a New York visit. 
There is also those mildly interested 
in what makes things tick, and obvi- 
ously, the student. Admish still 
ranges from 25c. to 60c. 

Combined efforts of the commen- 
tator, Prof. William H. Barton, Jr., 
who injects a little showmanship by 
gagging the proceedings occasion- 
ally, and the tones of a console for 
the more moving moments, gives the 
demonstration a touch of theatrical- 
ism. It’s a 45-minute stint. When 
considering the six times daily and 
eight Sundays that the boys go 
through their paces, it seems a little 
tougher than vaudeville. 

Since opening last October, the 
hall has tendered a different show 
monthly, dealing with eclipses, 
planets, seasons, star constellations, 
etc. Running time for each is more 
or less stable. 

Projected films of historically fa- 
mous meteoric visitors, flashed upon 
the astral dome, is another item. 
Show is well worth the price of 
admission, even for those who only 
want to kill time or say they were 
there. Total darkness and awe-in- 
spiring view of the heavens is rem- 
iniscent of a trip through a carny’s 
spook house or terror tunnel. 
Despite the comparatively confined 
space, the illusion is that one is 
observing the incalculable magni- 
tude of the heavens. 

The short subject added attrac- 
tion is in another hall beneath the 
main auditorium, wherein the audi- 
ence views the movements of the 
known universe. Including a replica 
of our own, the five other important 
planets are moved about on perma- 
nent fixtures attached to the ceiling 
that illustrates the distances be- 
tween each and their respective po- 
sitions throughout the seasons. Lat- 
ter is a quickie. 

An RFC loan was negotiated to 
complete the edifice, understanding 
being that when the nut has been 
cleared, place will assume the gratis 
character of other municipal sights. 





Steel Pier Operas 


Atlantic City, Aug. 4. 
Steel Pier Opera company will 
present a double program Saturday 
and Sunday, Aug. 8 and 9, with 
Bach’s ‘Phoebus and Pan’ and Per- 
golesi’s ‘La Serva Padrona.’ First 
will have Virginie Mauret, Marion 
Selee, Arthur Kent, Alfred Drake, 
Lawrence Power and Myron Taylor. 
Mary Binney Montgomery is solo 

dancer. 
For the second offering, Yona 
Vera, Kent and Drake will be heard 
in leading roles. On Aug. 15 and 
16, BeethoVen’s ‘Fidelio’ will be pre- 
sented with Tilly Barmach, Georges 
Trabert, Leo de Hierapolis, Kent, 
James Monfgomery and John Green. 
Jules Falk, who is handling, still] 


sticks to opera in English. Present 
run is expected to ge through mid- 
September. 


By EMIL W. MAASS. 


Salzburg, July 24. 

Governor Rehrl of the province of 
Salzburg and Erwin Kerber, head 
man of the music festival, told a 
luncheon group of American news- 
paper men that a record high of 
11,316 hotel reservations for Yan- 
kees had been made this season. 
Ticket sale for the concerts passed 
$200,000 before the season running 
from July 26 to Aug. 28 opened. 

Most gratifying aspect this year to 
the management is the number of 
international radio pick-ups. In all 
78 broadcasts to foreign countries 
have been set. NBC in the United 
States takes six, among them Arturo 
Toscanini’s conducting of ‘Meister- 
singer.’ 

To the long list of artists .partici- 
pating at the festivals have been 
added a few new ones. Eide Norena 
of the New York Metropolitan 
Opera, Virgilio Lazzari and Mari- 
ano Stabile, appearing in Verdi's 
‘Falstaff. Felix von Weingartner 
opens the season on July 26 directing 
a Beethoven concert. 

Herbert Graf, who goes to New 
York after the festival, is in charge 
of the ‘Meistersinger’ and other per- 
formances. The new ‘Mephisto’ is 
Edwald Balsers. Francqua Sonigli 
Sings the part of ‘Alice’ in Verdi's 
‘Flagstaff,’ Augusta Oltrabella (Nan- 
etta), Lotte Lehmann (Leonore), 
Koloman von Patacky (Florestan), 
Charles Kullman (Stolzing), Bissuki, 
Herbert Alsen (Pogner), Oscar Sal- 
laba (David). 

Metro’s Showmanship 

Two American Metro-Goldwyn- 
Mayer films have their European 
premieres during the festival season, 
‘The Great Ziegfeld’ and ‘Romeo and 
Juliette.’ 

Gambling casino Mirabell opens 
its doors for roulette on the day 
of the opening. Casino company 
followed the German example of 
allowing winners to take roulette 
profits out of the country. But then, 
it is asked, who ever wins? 

Well remembered by Americans is 
‘Lovers Lane’ on the banks of the 
beautiful river Salzach, which cuts 
the city in two. This year’s lover’s 
lane is newly illuminated. This drew 
protests from romantic couples, but 
it was the only protest not heeded 
by the festival committee. 

Energetic steps were taken by the 
gc@ernment to see that foreign vis- 
itors are not overcharged. A few 
days before the opening, every hotel, 
inn and private home which rents 
rooms was visited by government 
men. All prices must be listed at 
the entrance: punishment for over- 
charging is six months jail minimum. 


Opera in Allentown, Pa. 


Easton, Pa., Aug. 4. 

A season of opera is planned for 
this section by Frank Mazza, director 
of the Italian broadcasting system. 

Three operas will be presented at 
the Lyric, Allentown, during the fall 
and an operatic festival will be 
staged in the Lehigh University sta- 
dium on September 24. 

‘Aida’ will be presented by a com- 
pany of 250 in the stadium, it was 
announced, and it will be the first 
time that an opera has presented 
outdoors here. Stadium holds about 
20,000. 


Iturbi Unpicketed 
Philadelphia, Aug. 4. 

Jose Iturbi snared duo of cop 
escorts here last week after anti- 
fascists threatened to picket him at 
his Robin Hood Dell concerts for his 
alleged pro-Fascist remarks in an in- 
terview. Plenty of John Laws body- 
guarding and plainclothes boys in 
audience, but pickets no show ‘em 
faces. 

Spanish conductor and his secre- 
tary, Jean Dalrymple, previously had 
sizzling verbal clash in  Iturbi’s 
Bellevue-Stratford Hotel suite with 
delegation from Association Against 
War and Fascism. 














Rodzinski From Austria 


Cleveland, Aug. 4. 

Artu: Rodzinski. director of the 
Cleveland Orchestra, who will do 
part of the New York Philharmonic 
concert schedule next season, will 
direct a broadcast of modern work 
from Salzburg, Austria, over NBC's 
WEAF wires on Aug. 16. 

Rodzinski will be the first Amer- 
ican conductor to direct from Salz= 





burg. 
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Night Club Reviews 





COCOANUT PALMS 


(DETROIT) 
Detroit, July 31. 

It’s all a big surprise at this 1,000- 
seater nite spot, located in Eastwood 
amusement park on outskirts of 
town. Patrons don’t expect much in 
way of talent, but get a nifty eyeful. 
Fact Palms has neither a cover nor 
minimum, relying strictly on thirsty 
park trade, gives impression there’s 
not much inside. Sippers soon find 

out differently, however. 
Countess Vania, who’s been giving 
her Egyptian bacchanalian dance at 
the Palms for past three weeks, is 


billed as the headliner of the five- 
act layout, but Larry Chambers, 
mouth-organist and tapper, runs her 
a close race. Both are on twice in 
the 40-minute show, Chambers puts 
the mouth-organ through a ‘saxa- 
phone’ pact his first time, returning 
for three neat take-offs of Bill 
Robinson, Fred Astaire and Eleanor 
Powell. 

Twelve good-looking, nattily-attired 
chorines open show, and provide 
background for Countess Vania’s two 
numbers, one her ‘Merry Widow’ 
number and then’ her  hotcha 
Egyptian turn. Draped in sheer black 
veil, Countess has everything fcr 
flash, looks and routine. 

Harry Russell, who has been at 
this spot since its opening in April, 
handles the m.c. duties well and 
warbles a nifty song in addition. 
Armand and Marie, an oke dance 
team seen here frequently at some of 
town’s best spots, are on for two 
numbers, a swing and a waltz which 
click. 

Last part of the show exhibits girl 
by name of Jane Lewis, introduced 
as being ‘recommended by College 
Inn.’ She just gets by on two blues 
songs. 

Art Mooney’s swing band provide 
music at this gaily-decorated spot. 
Dancing and floor show are pre- 
sented from raised patio-effect plat- 
form, with orchestra seated near 
Spanish-type house. Added features 
are gambling devices. Food and 
drinks are moderately priced. Pete. 





Sammy Walsh, m.c., from Crystal 
Club, Virginia Beach, is now called 
to the swanky Cavalier Beach Club 
on nights in the same capacity. 
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PATTI SAMMY 


MOORE and LEWIS 


TIVOLI THEATRE 
MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA 
Direction: 
William Morris Office 














EMPIRE ROOM 


(CHICAGO) 
Chicago, July 29. 

This is Ozzie Nelson’s first local ap- 
pearance and he’s going over. Any 
band that can draw 500 to the 
Palmer House’s Empire Room on an 
off-night (Tuesday) is a click. 

Nelson’s work on the Penner and 
Ripley broadcasts makes his name 
familiar in these parts. Nelson is 
here sans Harriet Hilliard and has 
Joy Hodges doing the warbling. Girl 
has a lot of class. 

Floor show opens with Senor 
Wences, who starts his act doing 
cross-fire with a dummy. Picks up 
momentum when he does a juggling 
bit, with the dummy making nasty 
cracks about his ability. For a fin- 
isher, Wences puts on a telephone 
conversation that’s the cleverest part 
of his act. 

Lathrop Bros. and Lee, do some 
smart hoofing in the deuce. They 
do a rhythmic waltz first, then girl 
solos it. Lathrops come on and do 
a fast routine which shows off their 
perfect timing to good advantage. 
All three get together for final ef- 
fort that draws loud applause from 
the diners. 

Hit of the show is Milton Douglas. 
Audience can’t get enough of his 
warbling and Douglas had to do six 
numbers before .the  table-sitters 
would let him go. Douglas is a hold- 
over from the preceding show. 

Closing show are Rosita and Fon- 
tanne. Both dancers are well 
groomed and a standout dance team 
for a class spot. 

Line of 12 girls, Abbott Dancers, 
turn in three fine numbers doing the 
show. Abbots have been at the Em- 
pire Room since its opening and have 
built up a rep as one of the finest 
bunch of chorines in town. 

Minimum charge Empire Room is 
$2.50 weekdays and $3.50 Saturday 
nights. Two performances nightly— 
8:15 and 12 

No liquor is served after one a.m., 
but that doesn’t dent the drink re- 
ceipts much as festivities for the 
evening are all over at 1:30. That’s 
about the time most hotel niteries 
close in this town. Loop. 


CLUB RENDEZVOUS 


(PATERSON, N. J.) 

This spot, modest in itself, is prob- 
ably as good a keynote of what the 
hinterland hot spots are like than 
anything else in the metropolitan, 
N. Y., sector. As Billy Arnold, Boni- 
face of his Club Boniface, ballyhoos 
it, it’s ‘Paris in Paterson’—a good- 
enouch and worthy peg on which to 
hang his hat. 

Arnold was the ace dance maestro 
of the Continent for many years 
since the war, known in Paris and on 
the Riviera to countless Americans. 
Circumstances brought him back to 
his native Paterson; came the post- 
Wall St.-lays-an-egg cataclysm, and 
he opened his own spot. And it’s 
an example of the personal-greeter 
equation that obtains in almost any 
community where the town knows 
its nitery host better than it knows 
the mayor or its banker. 

As a nitery, it’s intime and smart: 
nothing corny or icky and patterned 
after the nicer midtown boites, ex- 
cepting that it’s in Paterson. 

Billy Barry, ex-5 Freshmen (vaude- 
ville), gives out the same _ aroll, 
double-entendre lyrics in Paterson 
as one hears on West 52d street, 
N. Y., and withal it’s as hotcha and 
sophisticated a spot as could be de- 
sired, Abel, 
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EL CHICO 


(NEW YORK) 


B. C, Collada’s El Chico, in the 
Village, is ‘as Spanish as Spain, 
which is what he ballyhoos as a 
trade slogan and which probably 
accounts for the high-caste patron- 
age (diplomatic, export, etc.) this 
spot attracts. Scaled rather nicely 
at $2 for the native dinner ($1.50 for 
American), with a fancy wine card 
plus a 50c. and $1 couvert to cus- 
tomers holding over after 9.30 p. m., 
he gets a proportionately nice crowd. 
An aircooled system (new) further 
helps this summer. ; : 

An imported show is being in- 
definitely delayed because of the 
Spanish revolution, but the current 
talent is equally authentic fandango. 
It’s headed by Emilio de Torre and 
his Picadores, a versatile fox trot- 
tango-rumba combo which knows 
how to mix 'em up, and which has 
a choice Saturday night spot on 
NBC because of its general quality. 

Senorita Celinda, classic dancer 
from the San Souci, Havana, is 
making her New York debut; Con- 
suelo Moreno, of the famed Moreno 
vaudeville family, clicks with au- 
thentic Flamenco singing; Adelina 
Duran is a classic and comedy 
danseuse; Carlos Salazar, native 
Mexican, sings Mex and Cuban dit- 
ties; and the ABC Trio, now a 
standard in the Latin niteries, cut 
up with nonsense that’s appealing to 
the non-native customers, which is 
the main idea. 

As ever, the decor of the Chico is 
one of its prime attractions, as any 
regular of this establishment knows 
to what lengths Collanda goes to 
dig up art treasures from Valencia, 
Castillia and other provinces of 
Spain, Abel, 


MUEHLEBACH GRILL 


(KANSAS CITY) 
Kansas City, Aug. 2. 


Since the Mayfair was destroyed 
by fire in June, this spot has been 
the town’s one class joint. Biz, 
which is normally steady, has’ been 
on the upgrade. Although week 
nights are only fair, the weekends 
are capacity affairs. 

Credit goes to Leon Belasco’s 
band, which was at the Mayfair 
when it burned and lost instruments 
and library. Belasco’s showmanship 
is built to order for a place like the 
Muehlebach and the maestro works 
plenty smooth. 

The dansapation is top row, but 
the customers don’t get much of a 
whirl at it as the dance space is 
lilliputian. Featuring a_ sophisti- 
cated style, with a sprinkling of hot 
and sweet, the band is surefire. An- 
drew Sisters, swing trio, have that 
something that spells click for the 
hot hymnals. Voices aren’t partic- 
ularly good, and again it’s style that 
does the selling job. 

Smith Howard, band’s percussion 
purveyor and claimant of erstwhile 
operatic ambitions, is the featured 
vocalist. His piping is pleasing. 

There is no other entertainment 
and none is needed, as the spot has 
no competish, No cover for the 
summer season and food and liquor 
prices are reasonable. Hoyt, 


CAFE LATINO 


(NEW YORK) 


This is one of those word-of- 
mouth hideaways in Greenwich Vil- 
lage’s Grove street, a basement joint 
which, as Tex, manager, says, pays for 
two Latin musicians, but winds up 
with four to eight. As with the iam 
sessions, almost every available Pe- 
ruvian, Cuban, Spanish, Chilean, 
Mexican or Argentinian musician 
shows up here some time in the 
course of an evening or a week. 
That goes also for the other musik- 
ers who've ‘discovered’ this spot be- 
cause of its mccoy native Latin 
rhythms. Besides, which, it’s a 
cheapie for a snappy hour’s inter- 
lude, and naturally better from 11 
p. m. on. 

Wines from Spain, Argentina, 
Chile and Portugal retail at $1 to 
$3, which is enough to last a couple 
for a spell, and the regular dinners 
range from 65c. to $1. 

There is no dance floor, but the 
spot has a dance license and a little 
snace to dance around the pillars. 

ere’s an attractive decor in the 
native style, but the atmosphere ana 
the rhumba-tango-son rhythms are 
its chief attractions. Worth y — 

el. 





RAINBOW CUTTING 


Rainbow Room, Radio City, has 
clipped its couvert for Saturday 
nights during August and September. 
Charge, which formerly was $2.50 on 
Saturdays and holidays, has been re- 
duced to $1.50 for the summer pe- 
riod. This. applies only to non- 
diners. Weeknight assessment re- 
mains $1.50 for non-eaters, 

Dancing now from 6:30 p.m. to 
2 am. Room used to stay open 
until 3. 





FROLICS TRIES AGAIN 
Norfolk, Aug. 4. 


Frolics Club, which folded after 
two. weeks at start of season, has re- 
opened under new management. 





Billy Brooks heads the band 








A Habit 


Los Angeles, July 28. 
Al Pearce’s week at the Para- 
mount last week was his 18th 
at the spot in the last three 
years, 


Ga.’s Swankiest Casino 
Smashed and Padlocked 


Atlanta, Ga., Aug. 4, 

Wreckage dotted the landscaped 
grounds of Casa Loma, while the 
aroma of fine whiskies and costly 
liqueurs perfumed the atmosphere as 
reminders of a spectacular raid that 
closed the doors of the ‘Smartest 
Spot in Georgia’ just before dawn 
Friday (31). Smashed was the mag- 
nificent ber, the expensive gambling 
equvipage, tables, chairs, etc. A pad- 
lock was on the door—to stay. 

Twenty-seven persons were ar- 
resled by the raiding minions of the 
law, four of whom posted bonds of 
$5,000 each to gain their release 
Saturday. 

Casa Loma is located eight miles 
from the center of Atlanta, in Clay- 
ton County, whose sheriff led the 
raiding party. His own forces too 
small, he recruited officers from an 
adjoining county for assistance and 
swooped down on the place after the 
entertainers had completed their 
stints for the night and departed. No 
patrons were arrested. 

Raid was made on a petition ask- 
ing for a temporary injunction. A 
permanent injunction was. granted 
Saturday (1). 

This hot spot seemed to be just 
what thé doctor ordered for Atlan- 
tans who liked a good time and were 
willing to lay their money on the 
line. It ran wide open, despite state 
anti-gaming statutes and an unre- 
peeled dry law that forbids the sale 
of hard liquor. 

Layout was brand new. Policy was 
to import name bands. First on list 
was Will Osborne and crew, who 
were well received. Incumbent at 
time of raid was Buddy Fisher. 

Bands and floor shows were en- 
gaged for three weeks, with nightly 
broadcasts alternating over WGST 
and WATI.. 

Emily Van Losen, dancer, Marco 
and Rozika, ballroom team, and June 
Kemp, singer, comprised the rest of 
the show. 

Casa Loma’s layout was extensive 
and cool, which helped patronage 
during heat wave. Couvert was $1. 

















Fio Rite at Gardens 
Detroit, Aug. 4. 

Ted Fio Rito and ork are playing 
return engagement at Westwood 
Symph Gardens, swank outdoor spot 
here. Appeared here in June. 

Replaced Ben Bernie, whose two- 
week stay not only broke Bernie's 
previous drawing power at West- 
wood but also set new high mark for 
season, 





Yasha Bunchuk and a symphony 
orch at the Hollywood hotel, West 
End, N. J., Aug. 8, first of its kind 
to be attempted in this section and a 
trial to see how the weekend vaca- 
tionists go for ‘class’ music. 
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15 YEARS ACO 


(From Variety and Clipper) 





Chicago Pageant of Progress in. 
augurated with free vaudeville 
shows on - Stages built on Street 
corners. Seven acis to each bill and 
one free show in each neighborhood, 





More than 100 small tent and rep 
shows back in Chicago after tough 
business in midwest. Particularly 
tough in the southern states, 

Exhibitors going strong for fight 
pictures, Ruled that while the pen. 
alty for transportation across state 
lines was $1,000, there was nothing 
‘to prevent their showing after im. 
portation. Gladly paid the fine, 





Ethel Barrymore back at the 
Palace with ‘The £12 Look.’ It wag 
more the player than the play, 





Blossom Seeley assisted by Benny 
Fields and others the big noise at 
the Riverside. Now she walks on for 
Benny. 





Westinghouse Airbrake Co. broad. 
cast a program from its plant at Wil. 





lmerding, Pa. Covered about 2,000 
| miles and acclaimed a real novelty, 
|Regular broadcasting still in the fu- 
ture but some 200,000 ‘amateurs’ 


listened in. 





Cops fired Pathe newscameramen 
off the lot at the Dempsey-Carpen- 
tier fight, but Emanuel Cohen had 

(Continued on page 54) 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 





Dick Mansfield summering at the 
Barn, Lake Placid, with Betty Bow- 
ker and Donna and Darrell in the 
show. 

Tommy Kerns, NVA-ite, holding 
up nicely. Boy got a big thrill from 
surprise visit of mother and sister. 

Ray English gets boosted to sports 
announcer at WNBZ. He’s been 
commercialing for the past two 
years. 

Jack (Fenway theatre, Boston) 
Dempsey is back-to-bed for a spell. 

Mrs. Garry Sitgreaves here to see 
her hubby, Garry, Brooklyn man- 
ager. 

Tom Mix and about 10 acts enter- 
tained the bed patients—the up- 
patients were given the glad hand 
and courtesy of the lot for the after- 
noon show. 








Show People All the World Over Will 
Be Interested to Know That 


SIDNEY FISHER «10 


(Formerly at 29, Wardour Street) 
is Now Located at More Commodious 
Premises at 
75/77, Shaftesbury Avenues 
PICCADILLY, LONDON, ENG. 














Marque and Marquette 
(DELLA AND BILLY MACK) 


Headlined at 
PALAIS DE i. MESCTREANER, 





Dir. America: Dir. Europe: 
MUSIC CORP. OF GINO ARBIB 
AMERICA Paris 

















RADIO CITY MUSIC 








Triumphant Return Engagement 


THE 9 JANSLEYS 


HALL, NEW YORK 


This Week (July 30) AND HELD OVER 


Booked Thru PHIL BLOOM, 
FERDE SIMON AGENCY 














FRANK 


HEADLINING IN ALL 








AN 


ASSITER 


GLAD TO BE BACK HOME AFTER 4 YEARS 


D WARREN 


COUNTRIES ABROAD 


MUST RETURN SEPTEMBER 25th FOR FURTHER 


ENGLISH AND FOREIGN BOOKINGS 
Thanks to NAT KALCHEIM (Wm. Morrie Agency) for 
American Dates 
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In Holt, Koerner Confabs in N. Y. 





Agents and producers who looked 
for some action through the joint ar- 
rival in New York this week of 
Charlie Koerner and Nat Holt, RKO 
division managers in the Boston and 
Cleveland territories, respectively, 
are due for a disappointment. 


agers are not in town to attend 
meetings pertaining to stage shows, 
but to discuss theatre problems in 
general, to which the stage show 
talk will be only incidental. 

The fact that Koerner and Holt 


are considered extraordinarily stage | 


show-minded compared to the av- 
erage theatre exec of today, gave 
rise to the agents’ hopes that RKO 
had decided to proposition the pro- 
ducing field for shows, with a play- 
ing time guarantee for the pro- 
ducers. 

According to Blumberg, RKO’s 
stage show views are unchanged and 
no guarantees or promises will be 
made, with exception of deals for 
two Simon units already set. 

RKO’s booking office will start the 
season with a two-man staff com- 
prising Bill Howard, the booking 
head, and Danny Freundlich. Latter 
was taken off the book and sent out 
on the road as a unit company man- 
ager at the end of last season, but is 
being returned to the booking office 
in a general capacity. Freundlich 
will catch shows mostly. 

The three weeks of playing time 
with which RKO’s New York book- 
ing office will open the season are 
Chicago, Cleveland and Boston. A 
fourth week will be added in No- 
vember when Ike Libson returns the 
Palace, Cincinnati, to a stage show 
policy on a regular basis. 


French Casino Will 
Switch Show Aug. 25 
After 8-Day Layoff 


New show opens at the French 
Casino, New York, Aug. 25, follow- 
ing an eight-day closing for the 
nitery. Rehearsals will be held 
during the layoff. 

Present Casino show, closing Aug. 
18, goes to Miami Jan. 18, to open 
Shapiro & Blumenthal and Cliff 
Fischer’s ‘Folies de Femme’ there, 
and in the meanwhile will play 
vaudeville. It opens Sept. 3 in Boston, 
with Cleveland and Chicago, all for 
RKO, following, and Loew negotiat- 
ing to play it later in the east. 

Salary for the 55 people and pro- 
duction in the vaudeville houses will 
be $7,500 and percentage. The Ca- 
sino firm’s own office, headed by 
Miles Ingalls, is agenting. 








London, Aug. 4. 

Clifford C. Fischer, Cinda Glenn, 
Louis F. Blumenthal, Dreana, and the 
cast of the new French Casino show 
Sail from here tomorrow (5). 

Fischer returns on Sept. 2, im- 
mediately after opening of the show 
in New York. 





Femme Vaude Act Nixes 
Date at Non-Union Spot 


Baltimore, Aug. 4. 
Bon John’s Grenadettes, act that 
embraces 13 girl musicians and two 


femme specialists, is laying off here; 


this week as result of refusal to play 
a date at the State, eastside vaude- 
filmer that uses non-union pit band 
and Stagehands. Grenadettes are 
union members and were booked in 
for week commencing Sunday (2). 

Local musicians’ union has noti- 
fied Miss John that organization will 
pay each member of her troupe $7.50 
per day during layoff here, providing 
act doesn’t get any work. 





NICODEMUS’ FILM CHORE 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 4. 

Nicodemus, drawling comic with 
Cab Calloway’s band, planed out of 
Pittsburgh tonight (Tuesday) inter- 
rupting his engagement here at the 
Stanley for a role in Mae West's new 
Picture, ‘Personal Appearance.’ It’s 
his film debut. 

Colored lad has been with Callo- 
way for last couple of years, doing 
a minor league version of Stepin 
Fetchit. If he doesn’t stay on in 
Hollywuod, he'll rejoin Calloway 
upon completion of his flicker chore. 


Ben Piazza, gm. for Cohen, SOS’d | 


icodemus two days ahead of sched- 


ule and the Sianley eee 


obliged, 





Ac- | 
cording to Nate Blumberg, the man- | 


CANTON SEES SLIGHT 
VAUDE HOPE FOR FALL 


l Canton, O., Aug. 4. 

There is little likelihood that either 
the Palace or Loew’s, two major 
| theatres, will attempt to revive stage 
,Shows here this fall. The houses 
jare said to have an agreement not 
| to play vaude without consulting 
leach other. 


| It has been more than two years 








| since this town has seen a stage show 
at either house. 

Stage hands are understood to 
have agreed to satisfactory terms, 
in case of the return of stage shows 
to the two houses. When the 
musicians demanded concessions the 
operators defined as prohibitive, both 
;major houses reverted to straight 
|flickers and the pit boys have been 
|playing beer spots and finding work 
where they can. Some of the old- 
timers are playing with PWA band 
here, and only a couple of organized 
dance bands have been able to get 
enough work to keep intact. 


NBC PLANNING 15 
VAUDE UNITS 
THIS FALL 


NBC’s artist bureau, aside from 
its regular individual booking ac- 
tivities, expects to have in the neigh- 
borhood of 15 vaudeville units on 


the road next season. George En- 
gels will shortly put on a staff pro- 
ducer to stage the shows. 

Six Ripley ‘Believe It Or Not’ 
units, including the two now playing 
theatre dates, and six ‘Vallee Va- 
rieties’ will comprise the major part 
of the NBC production activity. The 
James Wallington ‘Radio Revue, 
currently in Toronto, will be con- 
tinued into the new season, and two 
or three additional units based on 
present radio programs are in the 
works. 

Some of the shows will include air 
names and be scaled for the larger 
theatres, while others will be 
moderately priced for the smaller 
time. 

NBC’s booking is handled by Mur- 
ray Bloom and Ruby Cowan. Jack 
Von Tilzer has been added to the 
artist bureau to handle unit exploi- 
tations. 














Chicago Flamer Set 


For Mexican Dates 


Chicago, Aug. 4. 

Muriel Page is taking her flame 
and ‘nude-vision’ dances down to 
Mexico City. Has been booked by 
Emilio Ascarraga into his Alameda 
theatre for two weeks, with optional 
time in the provinces. 

Opens Aug. 28 in the Mexican 
house.. Before leaving Miss Page 
plays a week (6) at the State-Lake. 





SOPH FOR DETROIT 


Detroit, Aug. 4. 
Sophie Tucker and band booked 
for Blossom Heath, starting Sept. 3. 
Soph is currently in Saratoga. 





BROWN-HILTON COMBO 


Jerry Brown and Maude Hilton, 
both standard vaudevillians, have 
teamed up and are rehearsing a new 
act for the fall. 

Brown was formerly of Betty and 
Jerry Brown. Miss Hilton in the 
| past has usually worked with femme 
| partners. 








| 

Dayton Reopening 

| Dayton, O., Aug. 4. 

| Reopening of the RKO Colonial for 

\the fall takes place Aug. 7, with 
Major Bowes’ band and amateurs, 

| together with picture. 


Thereafter, until units come 
| around, the stage show will be a 
combination of house line and 
vaudeville. 


VAUDE—NITE CLUBS | 


j RKO Denies Stage Show Import 


Hutton, Britton Bands 
To Top New Units 


Irving Mills will build two new 
units, with Ina Ray Hutton and Milt 
Britton bands, respectively, as top- 
pers. 

Hutton closes at the ‘Streets of 
Paris’ in Dallas Aug. 10, after which 
she one-nites to New York. Unit is 
expected to be ready by Sept. 25. 

Britton band, minus Frank, who is 
out because of illness, comprises 
other unit, together with an eight- 





| girl line. Work on this unit has al- 


ready started. 


F&M Would Like 
To Bring Flesh 
Back to St. Loo 


St. Louis, Aug. 4. 
Negotiations began last week be- 
tween Harry C. Arthur, Jr., v.p. and 


gen. mgr. of F.&M. interests here. 
and Sam Meyers, pres. Musicians’ 
Union, and Orville Nowlin, business 
agent for IATSE, towards reaching 
an agreement whereby fiesh and 
blood shows will be resumed in this 
staid old town. 

Preliminary confabs are reporecd 
to have been successful and will be 
resumed when Arthur returns lat- 
ter part of this week. F.&M. has 
three houses, Ambassador, Missouri 
and Fox, adaptable for stage shows 
and when fall season begins it also 
will have St. Louis theatre for com- 
bo presentations. 

Last Spring stage units were 
brought to Ambassador but policy 
was discontinued because of re- 
ported high demands of stage hands. 
An impasse with the Musicians’ 
Union had been ironed out but nut 
was too big for the operators to 
make any profit. 

Aside from few stage units at Am- 
bassador town had only a combo 
policy at the Grand Opera House 
and burlesk at the Garrick. Latter 
shuttered early last winter when 
mercury dropped below zero and 
kept natives at the fireside. 

Loew’s has splendid facilities for 
stage shows but it is making good 
profit every week with its fine array 
of film features and there is no 
chance for this house to present 
stage shows. 











Indict Nitery Op 


St. Louis, August 4. 

Benny Greenberg, boxing pro- 
moter and proprietor of The Ring- 
side, West End nitery, was first of 
half a dozen to be indicted last week 
by grand jury on charges of making 
false affidavits in connection with 
newspaper expose of fraudulent 
registration. Bitter fight between 
factions in Democratic party for 
nomination of candidates in August 
primary resulted in uncovering of 
padded registration. 

Greenberg was nailed by cops 
after he is said to have made an 
affidavit for an alleged non-existent 
voter in one of the river wards. His 
indictment followed 24 hours later. 





Shanghai Via Chicago 
Chicago, Aug. 4. 
Sligh & Tyrell will book the Cafe 
Hotel, Shanghai, for one year in col- 
laboration with Dick Hamilton. 
For their first show, starting Nov. 
5, agency has set Curry and Naida, 
Andre and Mischel, Gloria Seider, 
Fay Parker and Al and Linda Davis. 
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Detroit Fox's Complicated System, 
ABookers Include Loew and Simon 
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CHASE DAY ’N’ DATE 
WITH PIC IN PITT. 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 4. 
It'll be Charlie Chase on both the 





| stage and screen at the Stanley Fri- 
Comic comes | 


day (7) for a week. 
in for personal appearance while his 
feature-length comedy, ‘Kelly the 
Second,’ he recently finished with 
Patsy Kelly will be the film attrac- 
tion. 

On bill with Chase will be Neila 
Goodelle, Four Steppes and Rio 
Bros. It’s a quick repeat for the 
Rios, they played same spot only 
about six months ago. 

No bookings have been made by 
Stanley following George Olsen- 
Ethel Shutta week of Aug. 14, since 
negotiations with musicians con- 
tinue at a standstill. Understood 
union will stand pat on its demand 


for a 40-week guarantee, or double | 


the $75 weekly asked on a week-to- 
week basis. 





STATE'S $36,000: 


NEW SUMMER 
HIGH: HOLDS 


Loew’s State, N. Y., which is head- 
ing for a new summer record with 
$36,000 or better indicated for the 
current week, will hold over the 
stage show and film, ‘San Francisco’ 
(MG). It'll be the first time for a 


combo holdover in the theatre’s his- 
tory. 

Vaude show, topped by Louis 
Sobol, N. Y. Journal’s Broadway 
columnist, holds over intact except 
for Kenny Baker, radio singer, who 
has a previous commitment to play 
the Fox, Detroit, also booked by 
Loew’s, opening Friday (7). State 
show includes Ben Blue, King and 
Sinclair Twins, Ruth Terry and Har- 
riet Hayes. Charles Carlile will re- 
place Baker. 

In doing $26,000 or better this 
week, the State will top the $35,600 
gross set by the Lou Holtz-Block 
and Sully-Belle Baker triple stage 
combination last August. This show, 
however, ran into the first week of 
September, just stepping over the 
border line of what is considered a 
summer week. 





PHILLY ROADHOUSE BURNS 


Philadelphia, Aug. 4. 

Petersburg Cafe, roadhouse near 
here, burned early Sunday (2) 
morning, damage amounting to $35,- 
000. Loss included Russian murals 
valued at $5,000. 

Peter Efel, proprietor, and Eugene 
Boychuk, an employee, jumped 
from second floor when awakened 
by barking of pet dog and found 
themselves trapped by flames. Efel 
suffered fractured hip and back in- 
juries, 





° 


FIO RITO OPENS MORRISON 
Chicago, Aug. 4. 


Ted Fio Rito will reopen the Mor- 
rison hotel’s Terrace Room Sept. 17. 
Hotel nitery has been shuttered 





during the hot months. 





Nite Clubs Useless 
Loew Opening N. 


Apparently feeling the pinch of the ; been without a ‘showing’ house any- 
Its booking man- 
ape . ‘ager, Sid Piermont, has had to be | 
New York, Loew’s is restoring shows | content with catching niteries and 
to its Grand in the Bronx Aug. 21.\ radio broadcasts for new acts. He’s 
‘|House hasn’t played vaude in six |found very little material there for 


lack of spots to view new acts in 





' 
i 





years. 
Grand will play five acis four days 
weekly, Friday to Monday. 


with the State on Broadway, 





for Seeing Acts, 
Y. Showing House 


| where for a year. 


vaude. 


| Opening of the Grand as a ‘show- 

While | ing’ house may presage the resump- 

_ ostensibly a showing house, its bills | tion of vaude this fall in some Loew 

| will contain at least two standard | spots which dropped stage shows last | two CBS singers, Gogo DeLys and 

acts for entertainment and balance. 
Loew's, which is the only circuit | straight pictures at that time were | 

now playing vaude in New barre the Orpheum. Gates, Boulevard, viet ies 
as 


season. Among houses which wen 


lencia and Paradise. 








Fox, Detroit, indie operated by 
Dave Idzal, has the most cct- 
plicated booking system of any the- 
|atre in the country. At the present 
time the spot has four bookers: 
Loew booking office in N. Y.; Ferce 
'Simon agency, also in N. Y.; Schall- 
man Bros. of Chicago, and Idzal 
himself. 

Situation of the Simon and the 
Loew office both spotting acts into 
ithe theatre from N. Y. is unique 

from several angles. For one thing, 
the Simon agency, which was re- 
| cently granted the privileges of 
|Loew’s booking floor, is_ that 
circuit’s biz opposish besides buying 
and selling acts to the same house, 
On one hand it buys acts for De- 
troit from other RKO and _ indie 
agents; on the other it sells acts to 
Loew’s for the same spot. In some 
instances, Simon agency spots its 
own acts direct with Idzal instead 
of going through Loew’s booking of- 
fice, in which case the Loew office 
| loses its booking fee. 

Theatre’s booking arrangements 
are such that the bookers only col- 
lect for acts they spot themselves. 
|This goes for Loew’s as well as 
Simon and the Schallmans. All of 
them, because of the Michigan labor 
laws, have to issue Idzal’s own Art- 
ists Booking Office contracts. 

Situation may be further com- 
plicated in the fall if RKO restores 
vaude to its Downtown, Detroit. 
That would have Simon booking at 
RKO under his franchise there, also 
at Loew’s, and selling acts to RKO 
for a theatre that’s in competition, 
with a house he and Loew are book- 
ing. 


Montreal Union Strife 
Settled; Will Permit 
U. §. Band Bookings 


Settlement of differences between 
the indie musicians and stagehands 
union in Montreal with the I. A. T. 
S. E. and American Federation of 
Musicians paves the way for Amer- 
ican bands to play Loew’s theatre 
there for the first time in two years. 

New musicians deal went into ef- 
fect last week, while the stagehands 
agreement beco \\/; effective late this 
month. 

Heretofore Charles J. Freman, 
Paramount booker in New York for 
Famous Players-Canadian, has been 
able to spot American bands only in 
Toronto. Situation was such a few 
months ago that the A. F. M. vetoed 
member vaude acts and piano play- 
ers playing in Montreal. 


Frank Neil Due 


Hollywood, July 4. 

Frank Neil, managing director of 
the Tivoli Circuit, Australia, is due . 
here on his annual vaude and unjt 
talent hunt. ee 

Neil makes a coast to coast ‘rip 
of the U. S. every year in search of 
stage fare for his theatres for the 
coming season. 


‘Athlete Yates’ Spill 

Charlie Yates is laid up with a 
broken wrist and sprained ankle re- 
ceived last week in a coft ball game 
jin Valley Stream, L. I. The agent 
| was bowled over an! injured while 
|running to first on a hit. 

Yates had been picked for the all- 
star Long Island game at Jones’ 
| Beach, Sunday (2), but his injuries 
kept him out. 





























Myers in Auto Crash 


| Pittsburgh, Aug. 4. 

Freddy Myers, night club m.c., w2s 
injured last week in an auto crash 
near Bradford, Pa., and is in the 
‘hospital there with a fractured col- 
lar bone. , 

Myers had gone to Bradford only 
a short time ago to fill an engage- 
iment. He'll be out of action for 
| several weeks at ieast. 


Gluskin for Par 


Lud Gluskin’s band, together ,with 





Buddy Clark, have been booked for 


t 
ote Paramount, N. Y., week of Aug, 


Gluskin is a CBS staff conductor, 
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MUSIC HALL, N. Y. 


The stage show at the Hall this 
week is short, snappy and uninspired. 
It’s played in one-two-three old- 
time vaude fashion and has some 
nice points but no attempt was made, 
seemingly, to jell it. 
‘Black and White’ is the title and 
tip-off. Ballet starts off in ‘Fantasy,’ 
an old-fashioned piece of choreog- 
raphy, with Nicholas Daks and Car- 
los Peterson soloing. This chorus is 
much better than the current week’s 
showing would indicate. But then 
they're entitled to an off-week now 
and then—they’re so good most of | 
the time. 
‘Medley’ brings out the glee club. | 
the Hall’s weakest stage section, with | 
Wilma Miller helping out. Lads sing | 
a couple of pop tunes and take a few | 
mincing steps back and forth which | 
don’t help any. 
With that over with, the Rockettes | 
almost bring the show out of the dol- | 
drums in ‘Set in Black.’ Just a pre- | 
cision routine but nicely executed 
and well costumed. It’s the best 
number in the show. ‘Set in Black 
and White’ means the Jansleys, a 
fast and snappy risley turn. 
Finale follows and brings out the 
entire company. That's all it amounts 
to here and, as such, okay. But 
noticeable even here that no attempt 
was made to jell all the units into 
a conglomerate whole. The ballet 
corps dances and steps back: the glee 
club sings and steps back; the Rock- 
ettes prance and step back. With | 
just a mite more effort all could work 
together and that would be some- 
thing worth watching. 
Because of the extra length of the 
feature, ‘Mary of Scotland’ (Radio), 
the big orchestra goes through a once- 
over lightly this week, playing only 
a two-minute overture. Might have 
been smarter to allot them some | 
more time and chiz it off the stage 
show. Customers in this house like 
their orchestrations. 

Russell Markert produced this 
show in Leon Leonidoff’s absence on 
the Coast for a picture deal. Kawf. 


HIPP, BALTIMORE 














Baltimore, July 31. 

Toplining the four-act bill at the 
Hippodrome this week are the Three 
Stooges who, before a_ sparsely 
peopled house first show Friday, 
Sailed over easily. But freshening of 
the material no doubt would have 
won the boys some added acclaim. 
As on their last trip here, Eddie 
Loughton does a swell job as straight 
man for the threesome. 

Three Kanes open show with an 
excellent perch act that has one of 
the men balancing a nickel shaft on 
forehead, feet and belt while part- 
ner stunts up on extended end; clos- 
ing feat an especial .corker. Third 
member of trio is an attractive gir] 
who helps out on the props. 

_Ivy and Neeeie Stevens, comedy- 
singing sister turn, deuce. Mob 
warms to ‘em gradually, and at end 
the sisters seem to have audience se- 
curely tied. Using special material, 
songs are buttressed by the mugging 
Neecie gives ’em; especially true of 
the piece that gives her’ an oppor- 
tunity to slip in her barnyard noises. 

Flash act. ‘Manhattan Revels,’ is 
on third with the Stooges closing. 
Tossup whether it was more effective 
in that order than might have been 
with the flash finaling. A five-person 
act, easy standout is the girl who first 
frisks through a contortion routine 
replete with some bends that, for 
so chunkily a built lass, elevates the 
eyebrows; her second solo is a nice 
acrobatic toe tern that’s distinctively 
set off by fine costuming. 

There is a lanky lad tapster who 

njects touch of eccentric hoofing in 
his routines; on three times, he suf- 
fers in that his routines never seem 
to differ. Sister team on at opening 
with the boy for a three-ply tap trot 

je Ry ed on work as a duo with a 

rce, so-so. 

a piano throuchout. © Sraginn Gagere 

Feature, ‘Grand Jury’ (RKO). 


Bert. 


STANLEY, PITTS. 


Pittsburgh, July 31. 
Fy WB deluxer resembles the Tats, 
ux this week—management had to 
raid the shorts department to stretch 
bill a few minutes beyond two hours. 
Cab Calloway’s band act consumes 
just a bit better than 45 minutes, 
while feature, ‘Three Cheers for 
Love (Par) runs off in exactly 60 
mins. Result is brace of two-reelers 
-_ borer pe me et gpiy an overture, an 
wated trailer and 
ae pe supper show. waht ane 
’s usually the other way ar 
here. What's more, there’s ee eh 
of a musical diet, what with Callo- 
ways swing behind the footlights. 
Robin-Rainger Swing on celluloid 
and the majority of the shorts going 
in for song-and-dance as well. Any 
bird that comes out of the Stanley 
this week and can’t do a time step 
should be psychoanalyzed. 
Calloway hasn't anything to offer 
he hasn't been offering in Pittsburgh 
for the last several years. It’s the 
same type of program, the same 
svecialists and the same Calloway. 
Colored maestro avparently feels his 
pat routine doesn’t need any altera- 
tions and he’s content to take his 
chances in familiar territory with 
the old pattern. 





Audience, at least the one in for 
the last show tonight, didn’t seem 
to mind. so Calloway is probably 
right What he ean do, however, 





is dig up an eneore, or more for 
seme of his acts, so that they don’t 
dissipate a show-stopping turn im a 
succession of silly bows. Leitha Hill, 
with her single, suggestive song, ‘Go 
Back and Stay Where You Stayed 
Last Night,” had ‘em pounding their 

for several minutes, but that’s 
all there was from her. Some audi- 
ences may resent this enthusiasm 
without a return. 


Two hoofers with band, Dynamite 
Hooker and Ralph Brown, on for 


brief flashes, with Nicodemus, drawl- 


ing comie of the Stepin Fetchit 
school, looking after the laughs. Lat- 
ter’s turn is exactly same as it was 
year ago, gag for gag, gesture for 
gesture and speech for speech. 


Laughs came where they were ex-, 


pected to come, however, so audi- 
ences hereabouts have short memo- 
ries or, tike the blind horse, don't 
give a hoot. 


Aside from Hill girl, vocal con- 
tributions are handled exclusively 
by Calloway himself, except for 
chorus of ‘Sylvia’ dome by band’s 
pianist. Calloway remains the rest- 
lessly active, undulating maestro he’s 
always been but a little less teeth 
and hair might make him a more 
acceptable human figure. As it is, 
there’s always the suggestion that 
he’s forcing things a bit too much. 

Band arrangements, too, have a 
trifle too much sameness. Calloway 
could easily dispense with his ‘Save 
Me Sister, which he announced he 
did in Al Jolson’s ‘Singing Kid.’ 
Finish is his best, hot arrangement 
of ‘Some of These Days, with four- 
some stepping off the stand and 
down front for a swing interpola- 
tion. 

Although act is over in three- 
quarters of an hour, seems longer. 
Biz fair at night show, with well- 
filled downstairs and nice balcony 


call. Cehen. 
TOWER, K. C. 
Kansas City, Aug. 2. 
This week’s vaude offering is 


pretty much of a letdown after last 
week’s good show. All departments 
are in on the tumble, but cool 


weather is helping biz. Usual pro- 
duction tactics are missing the week 
and things move slowly until a 
smash finish. 


The show is all Rufe Davis, who 
tags himself the ‘Radio Rube. He 
plays a guitar and imitates musical 
instruments, all in a hillbilly fashion. 
The sax imitation is good, but it is 
hard to tell the others apart. His 
songs, however, are okay. He is 


went for him. 

On early are Byrnes and Farney, 
mixed dance team. Youngsters 
eould do better with more variation 
to their routines. Gal is the sales- 
man of the duo and a looker. 

Burt and Kern have a patter and 
song turn. Man, using Greek dia- 
lect, is fed by the girl. Their gags 
are flat, and the house shaved the 
turn from its original 12 minutes to 
five. 

Somewhere along the way a boy 
tenor comes out. Jack Carson. 
m. ¢c., says he is an amateur, and 
sure enough, he is. Carson does a 
bit of piping himself and_seores. 
His is the smoothie of the bill. 

The line, on twice, drifts through 
the opener easily enough, but in the 
finale appearance doesn’t do so well. 

Pic is ‘Nero Wolfe’ (Col), with a 
color cartoon and a novelty short. 
‘Stranger Than Fiction.’ House full 
first show Friday. Hoyt. 


LOEW’S, MONTREAL 


Montreal, Aug. 1. 
Return of Eddie Sanborn’s band 
after an absence of 18 months, 


caused by labor dispute that is now 
definitely settled, was highlight of 
opening night for current vaude 
show. Eddie gave the fans every- 


eccentric excras on clarinet and sax 
while Howard Higgins delivers an 
act in itself in clowning and songs 
at mike. 

A good Friday opening audience 
saw 65 minutes of laughter-provek- 
ing vaude. Herb Williams is ‘the 
headliner and although not seen here 
for six years, received applause on 
his entrance. Dora Maughan acts as 
mistress of ceremonies and caught 
on at once on personality and smooth 
performance. She is assisted by Rob 
Easton and Arthur Ward, stooges. 

Mickey King, clever femme rope 
performer is the opener. She is fol- 
lowed in the deuce by Arthur Ward 
and Roberta Sisters. Gals are hoth 
lookers and hoof, while Ward clowns 
through ais turn, juggling with 
hoops, three, four and finally six of 
them in the air at once. 

Bob Easton, with a flock of zaxzs, 
gets his quota of laughs and works 
with Andi Audette, midget pcr- 
former, who comes on in bavy 
carriage and is helped by a fem'ne 
stooge. Easton then m.c.’s for Miss 
Maughan, whose act is mostly quiet 
clowning. 

Herb Williams has three stooges to 
aid and abet his slap-stick. His piano 
bit, with the instrument falling to 
pieces and finally disgorging water 
and cat gets a near-ovation. Atdi- 
ence was loath t» let him go. 








Flight’ (Par) on screen. 


limply whimsical and the audience’ 


thing, from usual routine material to ' 


| tion of the old frigate by New York's 
‘Early to Bed’ (Par) and ‘Border | fire and dock departments. Jersey 
Lane. authorities were a litile more lenient 


PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


(Phil Spitalmy’s Band) 

Phil Spitalny’s ‘Hour of Charm’ 
company is in the Paramount pit this 
week, the first femme band to play 
‘the house, and presenting as enter- 
taining a show as anything at the 
Par since the present pit policy was 
inaugurated. ‘Rhythm on the Range’ 
(Par) is the picture. 

Most girl bands in the past de-| 
|pended on production and instru-! 
;} mental nevelties to get them by, for) 
| girl bands have always been inferior | 
}in a musical way. But Spitalmy has | 
'a lot more than that. 

Where the average girl band has} 
|two, sometimes three, first rate mu-| 
|sicians, the others playing catch-as-| 
catch-can, Spitalny seems to have a| 
| better balamced buneh of ladies. It’s | 
|also probable that the arrangements 
have something to do with it, inj 
|keeping the notes where they'll do} 
| the most good, and in Spitalny’s | 
|constant attention to every rhythmic | 
(detail while wielding the stick. Cus- 
| tomary femme blare isn’t discern- 
|ible in his trumpet section and the 
|girls start and finish together. 

Along with the 20 musicians are | 
| vocalists comprising the Three Little ' 
| Words, trio, and a_ velvety-voiced | 
| contralto calling herself Maxine. To| 
this radio aggregation has been add- | 
ed Marvin Lawlor, buck dancer. | 
| Lawlor reminds of Bubbles in intri- | 
}cate tap weaving and unusual hoof- 
ing for a white dancer. He ought to | 
go places from here. Meanwhile, on 
| the two dances he’s doing at the 
; Par, he’s an audience-proof single. 
Band’s numbers range from ‘Oh, 
| Promise Me’ to ‘Christopher Colum- 
|bus’ and the girls sound as good 
| with one as with the other. Their 
| choral arrangements are excellent. 
hat it’s more than the all-femme 
novelty with this outfit has been 
been shown on radio, where the 
Spitalny aggregation did well un-} 
seen, and the orchestra proves itself | 
musically in the flesh this week. | 
SpitaIny has put together the best 
of all modern feminine orchestras. 

Business Wednesday (opening) 

night was good. Bige. 














ROXY, N. Y. 


This week’s stage show looks 
economical but manages to get fair 
results. House has been holding the 
nut down. lately, in the face of a 
picture scarcity and bookings about 
which the management can’t get too 
optimistic. Very probably this is 
another of those instances where the 
overhead is being kept at a minimum 


SO that some profit may be shown. 
It’s questionable, unless that nut’s 
| away down, whether profit can be 
;reached anyway. Feature is ‘Three 
Cheers For Love’ (Par). 

Badminton champs, George F. 
(Jess) Willard and Bill Hurley, who 
were brought back here last week 
on a repeat, are being held over cur- 
rently. _Their game, (won by Wil- 
| lard Friday night), is rather exciting 
and a departure for theatres. Audi- 
ence here seems to go for it. Gae 
Foster girls and a beach setting (with 
grass instead of sand) are background 
for the badminton contest, topping 
‘for the finale in a tap novelty on 
small stair pieces. Same routine was 
used last week. 

Foster line opens four of the girls 
leading as a singing-dancing quartet, 
and appear ‘again midway when the 
setting is just a black background. 

Number at the half-way mark, 
however, is their best and serves as 
the production sequence in which 
Diane and Duval, adagio team, are 
spotted. A good voice from offstage 
sings ‘The Scene Changes,’ as the Fos- 
ters go through an effective routine, 
lights changing several times. They 
wear costumes that take on different 
hues and also carry winglike appur- 
tenances manipulated in various 
manners, the result making it one of 
the highlights of the show. 

' Individual acts are lightweight In 
caliber, including the Diane-Duval 
team of the production number. Girl 
carries a long cape-like train but it 
adds nothing to otherwise average 
efforts. Top act is Stuart and Mar- 
tin, comedians and singers, whose 
hoke is only fairly amusing. Team 
carries a girl but the small stretch 
with her doesn’t amount to much. 
Other acts are Jack Gilford, who 
does impersonations, and Charles 
Ryan, winner of Fred Allen’s last 
amateur air show. Some of Gilford’s 
impressions are good, notably those 
of Harry Langdon, Charles Butter- 
worth and Stan Laurel. Ryan has a 
good voice but lacks stage presence 
ahd personality. 

Freddy Mack is still in the pit, 
doubling as m.c. 

Population of the house Friday 
evening light. Char. 








S.S. BUCCANEER 


(WPA SHOWBOAT) 

Using the old showboat Buccaneer. 
piered at Hoboken, N. J., the WPA 
inaugurated its maritime thespics 
July 30 with a combined minstrel- 
variety show. Location of a N. y.! 
Federal Theatre Project in another 
State was necessitated by condemna- 








on the long-serviced sea-going band 
box. Gets a weekly change. Capac- 
ity of 900 was about three-quarters 
utilized. ; 

Initial show, ‘All Ameriean Min- 
strels,” imperted from nearby Brook- 
lyn, where it played the Majestic 
last week, has value considering the 
two-hour run off and 40c top ad- 
mish. Tub will probably be replaced 
when headquarters acquires theatres 
more convenient to the audience 
it seeks to attract. Jersey has its 
own projects and this one being a 
New York effort will probably go 
hungry on the other side of the 
river. Few will be inclined to take 
the journey that requires crossing 
the width of the town after arriving 
at the central point and then adding 
the ferry trip. Only novelty is lent 
with the briny site. 

First half is devoted to minstrelsy 
opening with a tambourine drill by 
the entire company. Billy Gould acts 


as interlocutor introducing perform- | 


ers, backgrounding troupe and end 
men. 

Harry Beasley does the m.c. chore 
on Gould’s departure. Consists of 
20 bits foremost among which were 
bass. William Renaud’s ‘Home on 
the Range,’ tenor, Jimmy Burns, 
‘Silver Threads Among the Gold,’ 
and Eddie Nelson’s impressions of 
Eddie Leonard. Comie end men, 
Frank Du Ball and Al Edwards, Nick 
Hufford and Eddie Mezier and Paul 
O’Neil and Eddie Nelson were as 


funny as their anachronistic material | 


would permit. 
Variety portion listed four acts, 


Bert Earle, banjoist; Jimmy Kelo, 
billed as a jester, but who nearly 
killed himself in a rough tumble, 


‘turn; Sam Lewis (Lewis and Dody) 


and Harry Beasley, come chatter- 
ing songsters and Four Aces of 
Rhythm (Joseph Olivette, Albert 
Perry, Dannie Finnigan and Joe 
Marchese), guitar quartet. Worse 
vaude has been seen at regulation 


stands. Last to appear, guitarists, 
were best received, and not un- 
justly. 


Show closed with a negro spiritual 
sketch, ‘Evening on the Levee.’ Four 
songs in the tenor of the meeting 
with injected comedy by two pseudo- 
deacons comprised the action. Suc- 
cessor shows will be of same char- 
acter, with acts, miniature revues, 
etc. 

Music supplied by Benjamin Rob- 
erts’ music project crew. Sets by 
Cleon Throckmorton, costumes by 
Alexander Jones, staged by Wesley 
Frazer. 
rector in charge. 


PARAMOUNT, L. A. 


Los Angeles, July 30. 
Rube Wolf’s return as Paramount 


emcee and maestro after an absence | 


of eight months, during portion of 
which time he was spotted in Hono- 


lulu, was timely set by Fanchon &: 
Marco, and with Bing Crosby, aided | 


by Bob Burns, in Paramount's 
‘Rhythm on the Range’ drawing over- 
flow mobs at opening, the comic and 
supporting stage show were greeted 
by capacity crowds. 

Wolf hasn’t changed much since 


last appearing on the Par stage, ex- 
cepting that possibly he has toned 
down some of his vociferous gestic- 
ulations. He’s still good for laffs 
from the Paramount clientele. He 
continues with the aid of a hand- 

icked band to dish out swell music, 

is comedy with Mabel Todd is sure- 
fire and so his return is favorable 
in every respect, 

It’s not Miss Todd’s first appear- 
ance at the house, but now her prin- 
cipal duties are to foil with Wolf, an 
assignment that she handles expertly. 
Miss Todd is a talented comedienne, 
for several years on the air waves, 
and has a unigue style of delivery. 

Opening selection by band, spotted 
on stage. is a medley of Hawaiian 
airs, with Wolf doing a bit of vecal- 
izing and pantomime, and Tony Ro- 
mano, sitting with band, uncorking 
his pleasing voice for good returns. 
Maestro puts the band through a 
series of steel guitar imitations and 
a mechanical bell routine. 

Romano warbles a pop, accom- 
panying himself on the guitar. then 
goes into a duet with Wolf, which is 
really a rube solo. Erno Nufeldt, vio- 
linist, plays a difficult composition, 
revealing considerable techniaue, 
and then Fanchonettes, on for their 
initial appearance, doing a precision 
routine with their usual exvertness, 
and reflecting credit on Carlos Ro- 
mero, who staged. 

Gresham and Blake, man and 
woman comedy pair, fit nicely into 
their niche. she with her baby type 
lingo, and he doing a semi-straight. 
They wind un the clever act with 
a burlesoue dance, well done. 

Yamashita troupe of eauilibrists 
and wire walkers on next to excel- 
lent returns. Man and ene girl do- 
ing foot balancing, with another 
femme showing unusual expertress 
on the tight wire. Act is geared to 
hold in anv audience. 

Just before finale Miss Todd is 
broucht on for brief comedy chatter 
end song. then soins into rab and 
dance with Wolf. Finale has the 
Fanchonettes in a colorfil dance rou- 
tine with Romano harmonizing. 
Show ran 72 minutes at opener to- 
dav and needed cutting. 

Also on stage Psramount rews and 
— Classie’ (Par). Initiel »er- 
‘ormance had holdouts, | 





Frank Merlin, assistant di- | 


Udwe.. . 








STATE, N. Y. 


Louis Sobol, who is a newspaper 
columnist, not an actor, but who gets 
a bigger salary as an actor than as 
a columnist, wisely sees that he is 
surrounded by some capable people 
at the State this week. They do 
the show and get the applause, while 
Sobol gets the billing and the dough, 

As an actor, Sobol makes no pre- 
tense at being talented in any re- 
spect for theatre purposes. But he's 
more frank than other columnists 
who have had vaudeville dates and 
the coin that gocs with them tossed 
their way by desperate booking of- 
fices. He just steps up to the mi- 
erophone, introduces the specialty 
acts in brief fashion and then } 
back until the next 
} ready. 
| There are five specialty acts with 
| Sobol at the State, so Sobel has five 
|introductions. He first introduces 
| King and Sinclair Twins, who are 
usually introduced at the State by 
, the annunciators because they usu- 
ally do their own act. They're not 
doing it all this week, but just a 
couple of dances. The two girls and 
boy are competent workers and they 
send the show off nicely. 

Ruth Terry, mike singer; Harriet 
Hayes acrobatic dancer; Kenny 
baker, tenor from the air, and Ben 
Blue follow. 

There are almost as many singers 
as songs nowadays, and both musi be 
‘different’ to stand out in such fierce 
competition. Miss Terry is young 
and sings with average ability, but 
just now shows nothing cut of the 
ordinary. As a dancer and acrobat, 
Miss Hayes is better equipped for 
| fast company, for she has sume tricks 
hat look new and executes these 
and the standard ones cleverly. 

Baker is one of those singing boys 
who can stay on as long as he cares 
to. A season on the Jack Benny 
radio show has helped his rep, and 
2s a singer he cen stand on his own 
with or without it. He’s a tall kid 
with curly hair and a boyish man- 
ner, with a corking pair of pipes 
cbove everything. Three songs each 
got a smashing reception. 

Ben Blue’s routine is sliced in two 
parts, the first for talk with the 
comely Mrs. Blue (Mary I.ynn) and 
the seltzer bottle bit, and the second 
for his swan and Russian dances. 
Blue gives the show its comedy and 
its heft. This is the second unit 
he’s held up at the Stata in recent 
months, the other being the Burns 
and Allen troupe, and it seems time 
that Blue commenced to hold him- 
self up in a musical or a feature 
picture. He’s due. 

Sobol brings it to a conclusion with 
individual introductions all over 
again for the walkons. 

Ruby Zwerling has his pit band 
on the stage for the whole show, 
which runs three-quarters of an 
hour. Ruby is one of the few re- 
maining members of the fast disap- 
pearing race of vaudeville pit con- 
ductors. He does an excellent back- 
i ground job on the stage this wee, 
and the accompaniment is aided no 
little by the piano work of Dave 
Lapin. In front of the band are 
some nite club tables and at the 
tables a half dozen girls sit through- 
out the show. 

Business was very big over the 
| weekend, which is the best ans er 
to the problem of whether column- 
ists make good actors, under ordi- 
narv circumstances, even if ey 
can’t do highkicks. Although whether 
or not this is an ordinary circum- 
stance is another question. s'nce 
Metro's ‘San Francisey is the cur- 
rert picture. Entire show is due to 
holdover excepting Baker, who has 
a previous commitment. Bige. 


EMBASSY 


(NEWSREELS) 

No less than six sequences are 
given over to martial stuff in the 
latest newsreel footage, most of the 
blood and thunder being cued in by 
the bedlam in Spain. Actual revolt, 
however, continues behind such cen- 
sorship and other difficulties, that 
the best lens coverage available 
comes out of the filing cabinet. 

To surmount this difficulty Pathe 
has strung together a sequence "9; 
beled ‘Spain and the British Empire, 
in which the revolt is depicted as 
part of a worldwide dictatorship 
move distasteful to Britain and its 
trade interests. Cooked a la ‘March 
of rune, it’s a fair job, but no stand- 
out. 

Paramount shows the U. S. mid- 
dies in France, getting a vacation 
because their ships are rescuing 
Americans in Spain. Hearst also 
covers the rescues. Neither batch of 
clips is impressive, and evidences 
—_ the dearth of Spanish revolt 
photography. 

Spotted throughout the rest of the 
program is war stuff, Paramount 
jneatly shooting the C.T.C. sham bat- 
tles and the English cavalry, while 
Fox has a snappy view of a new 
French bomber, accompanied by one 
of the few good sound effects jobs 
with airplane motors. 

In the general news category. 
Pathe hits sockeroo dimensions with 
another rehearsal of the doings of 
the Dionne quins. Lens job here 1s 
A-1, as is the selection of material. 
Fiveply Canadian brood is caught 
while aimlessly playing, and later 
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under instruction in dancing, #4@'- 
dening, ete. Sweeping shots of the 
visitors pouring in d adequate 


background, and once get into the 
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NEXT WEEK (AUG. 7) 
THIS WEEK (JULY 31) 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day ot 
show, whether full or split week 




















—_—_—_ 
E 
1HICAGO Steve vans 
suines (31) Barry & Whitledge 
¥ 3 Stooges 
ey Fam g oF ; 
Seeve Evans 12 car ~1 a 
ig F: yn CO i 
~ tebe PP Ainitiedge Duke Ellington Bd 
Bill Robinson SAN FRANCISCO 
ag ge Golden Gate (5) 





Honey Fam Eddie Cantor 


“JACK POWELL 


Puttin’ Punch in Riviera’s Revue 
Dir. LEDDY & SMITH 











—_ 


Loew 








NEW YORK CITY yy 
ox 
State (7) Kenny Baker 
NTG Unit WASHINGTON 
Fox (7) 
BALTIMORE & Cossacks 
Century (7) Guy Robertson 
Duncan Sis 
George Olsen Ore Carl Freed Co 
Ethel Shutta Harlequins 





Paramount 


WALTHAMSTOW 
Granada 
Chas Manning Bd 


3 DeLane 
Galliard 4 
Shaw & Weston 


Bros 





Provincial 





Week of August 3 


ABERDEEN 
Tivoli 
Joyce's Juves 
3 Harmony Kings 
S & M Harrison 
Pat Hyde 
George Herriot 
Van Dock 
Sylvester & Nep’ws 
3 Graces 
ALDERSHOT 
Hippodrome 
Peg Leg Bates 
Stanella Ac’rd’n Bd 
Peter Bernard 
Semon & Sonia 
Hill & Arnold 
Bex & Bex 
Les Volgas 
Moxham 3 
DUNDEE 
King’s 
L. McCardle 
EDINBURGH 
Regent 
Kando & Hanako 
Royal 
Elizabeth Welsh 
Batie & Foster 
Marini & Andy 
Bruce Bairnsfather 
N'varre, Taylor & A 
Cleef, Berg & Cleef 
KINGSTON 
Empire 


Harry Welchman 





Gaston Palmer 
Jenny Howard 
Talo Boys 
Max & His Gang 
Freddy Dosh 
Connor & Drake 
8 Academy Girls 
Leon & Kiki 
LIVERPOOL 
Shakespeare 


Arthur Prince 
Nosmo King 
Alex Halls & 
Tamara 
Eva Mitchell 
McDonald & P’dise 
LEITH 
Capitol 
Kando & Hanako 
PLYMOUTH 
Palace 
Geraldo Orc 
Roulette 3 
4 Brilliant Blondes 
Herbert & Hatton 
Netson & Hagen 
O'Brien & Lady 


STOCKTON 
Globe 
Chilton & Thomas 

7 Hindustans 
Sealtiel 

Maudie Edwards 
Austel & Arthur 


Page 





NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (5) 
Phil Spitainy Orc 
Marvin Lawler 
Mogul 
BOSTON 
Metropolitan (7) 
Sybil Bowan 
J & J McKenna 
Clyde Hager 
Lassiter Bros 
CHICAGO 


Pickens Sis 
Honeyboy & Sass’f's 
Ward & Muzzey 
Prof Figgbottle 
G & R McDonald 
MONTREAL 
Laew’'s (7) 
Picchiani Tr 
Raymond Wilbert 
Campbell's Royal’ts 
Vox & Walters 


I Chicago (7) Gwynne 

& E Torrence x 
Marbro (7) TORONTO 

K ‘Sugar’ Kane Shea’s Hipp (7) 


Oriental (7) 
Ripley Show 
DETROIT 
Michigan (7) 
Jimmy Wallington 


Herb Williams 
Mickey King 
Ward & Roberta Sis 
Bob Easton 

Gracie Barrie 








Warner 





PHILADEITPHIA 
Earle (7) 
Femme Folies 


Elida Dancers 
Niela Goodelle 
4 Step Bros 


(31) Eddie Rio 

Case Bros. & Marie (31) 
Boice & Marsh 
Gaudsmith Bros. Cab Calloway Ore 
Virginia Bacon Co WASHINGTON 
Charley Case Earle (7) 
PHILADELPHIA . 

Fex (1) 3 Kanes 
Kitaro Japs Reis & Dunn 
Eddie Rio Larry Blake 
3 X Sis 20th Century Rev 


Harris Claire & S 











3 
Duke McHale 4 Guiseie te 
PITTSBURGH Hector & Pals 
Stanley (7) Irene Vermillion 
Charley Chase Ross, Pierre & S 
DR. JULIAN SIEGEL 
DENTIST 


Paramount Bidg., 1501 Rway, Suite 203 
Telephone CHickering 4-5097 


Independent 


Week of August 3 

















ARNOLDS PARK INDIANAPOLIS 
IOWA Lyric (7) 
P Casino (2) Paul Ash 
mores Slim Timblin 
ong Kong Roys McNallie Sis 
CHICAGO Pon Cummings 


State Lake 
Frazer Bros sd 
Sisson & Neal 
Barbara Parks 
Henry Hoople 


Marie Hollis 
Abbott & Tanner 
Jerry Coe Co 
KANSAS CITY, MO 


Tower (7) 
Melis, Kirk & H Carltons 
larry Bernie Fid Gordon 





Bernice Stone 


_, 


Murray & Fane 


London 


Week of August 3 
Canterbury M. H 
Bgnalt (3-5) 

, ystery Si , 
aps & Tempo ry 
Deed nalt (6-8) 
onald Stuart 








Musical Wanderers 
LEYTONSTONE 
Rialto 
Astill & Fontaine 
Joseph Eatariame 


usiea} Wanderers 4 Richleys 
» Trocadero Rest, | OLD KENT ROAD 
7 Miller Astoria 


eddy Brown Harry Fryer Ba 


Almaro Donovan & Hayes 
aore Stanton Addison & Syivia 
— STREATHAM 
BRIXTON Astoria 
Anton — Harry Fryer Ba 
Patras : Donovan & Hayes 
atticia Rossh’ough | St John Sis 
EDMONTON TOOTING 
Cha’ Empire Granada 
2 De! Manning Ba Warner & Darnell 
Cana Bree Masa 3 
, re - 
Shaw & Westes Freddy Dosh 
ISvINGTON TOTTENHAM 
Hall COURT ROAD 
Ist half (3-5) Paramoant 
roe Mystery Sing’r | Anton Bd 


aps & Temno Co 
2d half ¢6-8) 
Donald Stuart 


Louis Almaer 
Olsen & Jean 
Patricia Rossb ough 








Cabarets 





NEW YORK CITY 


Bali 
Betty Bryant 
Warren Clausen 
W Hendricks Ore 


Beau Rivage 


(Sheepshead Bay) 
Peter Randell 
Mickie Bruce 
Eddie Copeland Or 


Ben Marden’s 
Riviera 

Jack Powell 
Joan Abbott 
Estelle & Leroy 
Val Ernie Ore 
Miriam Verne 
Rosini 
Irving Aaronson Or 


Bill's Gay 90’e 
Jerry White 
Joseph E. Howard 
Arthur Behim 
Bill “Lorraine 
Ed Furman 
Ethel Gilbert 
Frank Russel) 

Bob Bigelow 
Larry Lee 


Binck Cat 


4manda Randolpb 
Jimmy Thomas 
Evelyn Oliver 
Lonny Simmons & 
Rhytbm Kittens 


Bonita’s 
Beale St Bovs 
Louise Brydon 
Rita Renaud 


Caliente 


Charlie Beal 

Rita White 

Jayne Whitney 
Dorothy Davis 

6 Spirits of Rh'thm 


Chateau Moderne 


Biily Barr 
Maryon Dale 

Fnk McFarlane O 
Lucille Jarrott 
Chateau St. Claire 
(Westbury, L. 1.) 


Ted Black Ore 
Claremont tina 


Jolly Singers 
Erwin Xessier 
Joe Pontee 
Harold Kolb 
Frances Stevens 
Jolly Coburn Ore 


Club 18 


Jack White 
Frances McCoy 
Dolores Farris 


Cocoanut Grove 
Dick Messner Ore 
Coq Rouge 
Irwin Gilbert Ore 

Tisdale 3 
Jack Dempsey’s 
Ernie Mack 
Blanche & Elliot 
Rees & Moran 
Jan Brunesco Bd 
El Chico 


Carlos Solozar 
Celinda 

Adelina Doran 
Consuelo Moreno 
Carlos Salazar 
Emile de Torre Ore 


E) Toreador 


Los Ojedas 
Don Gilberto Ore 


French Casino 


‘Follies de Femmes’ 
Andre Randall 

8 Argentine Ladies 
Georges Bruays 
Meta Carylyle 
Nita Carroll 
Dmitri, Karel, A 
Ben Dova 
Antoinne Dufresne 





Arsene Gautier 

Karavaeff 

Alice Kavin 

P LaVarre & Bro 

Roberts & Gaby 

Freda Sullivan 

Vine'nt Travers Ore 

C. Dornberger Ore 
Gang Plank 

Pat Harrington 

3 Boston Sis 

Glen Island Casino 

Laura Deane 

Char Barnett Orc 

Gr’awich Vill. Inn 

V MacNaughton 

Alleen Cook 

Helen Yankee 

Iris Ray 

Carol Vance 

Musical Jestere 
Dan Hlealy’s 

Dan Healy 

Frances McCoy 

Mary Lucille 

Blenda Ranson 

Roth-Andrews Ore 


Hickory House 
Mike Riley 
Ba Parley 
W'lyw’d Restaurant 
Leon Navarra Ore 
Josephine Huston 
Jack Waldron 
Thais 
Del Casine 
Vivian Ray 
Colette & Barry 
Myrus 
Phit Neelew 
Cackles O'Neal 
Mitzi Haines 
Marion Martin 
Roxy Green 
Dorothy Words 
Tettie Kemnle 
Arthur Warren Ore 


Hotel Ambassador 
Val Oilman Ore 


Hotel Astor 


Hal Kemn Ore 
Maxine Grey 
Bob Allen 
Sadie Dowell 
R Campbell 
D'Ivons 

Kay Picture 


Hote) Riltmore 


Russ Morgan Ore 
linda Lee 
Kingsley & Case 
Jos Zatour Ore 
Lewis Julian 

Gali Gali 


Hotel Commodore 
Red Norvo Bd 


Hote) Edison 


Sammy Wilson Ore 
Edith Drake 


Lou Valera 
Hotel Essex Heuse 
N Brandewynne Or 


Hote) Fifth Ave 
P Handelman Ore 


Hotel Gov Clintan 
Dick Mansfield Ore 


Hotel Gr’t North’ra 
A Ferdinando Ore 
Hotel Lexington 

Bob Crosby Ore 
Rotel Lincola 
Dick Stabile Ore 
Hotel McAlpia 
Enoch Light Ore 
Beth Wilson 
A Gonzales Ens 
Hote! Montclair 
Clay Bryson 
Happy Powers 
Ann Courtney 
Coral Isianders 
Hal Hope Ore 
Hotel New Yorker 
Clyde Lucas Ore 
Dufy & Waite 
Prof Geelzar 
Art Ravel 


Royals 


ie Kelson 
Lyn Lucas 
Norval Baptie 
Gladys Lamb 
Bobby Hearn 
4 Debutantes 
Hotel Novarro 
‘New Faces’ 
Marion Fierce 
Elizabeth Wild 
Robert Bard 
Leonard Sillman 
Hotel Park Lane 
Pancho Ure 
Hotel Pennsylvania 
Joe Reichman Ore 
Rodney MclLennon 
Santschi & Buckley 
Hotel Picrre 


Joe Moss Ore 
Hotel Plaza 
Mario & Floria 
Ken Slyker 
George Sterney Ore 


Hotel Ritz-Carlton 
Arman Vecsey Ore 
Hotel Kvoosevelt 

Velos Ens 

Hote) Savoey-Plaza 

Corinna Mura 

Emile Petti Ore 

Habaneras Ore 
Hotel Shelton 


Bert Darcy Ore 


Hotel St. Moritz 
Sarah Ann McCabe 
Joyce Coles 
Guido Zanette 
Charlie Wright 
Ron Perry Ore 

Hotel St. Regis 
Clifford Newdahl 
Paul Gerritts 
Rasch Ballet 
Jacques Frey Ore 

Hotel Taft 
Geo Hall Ore 
Dolly Dawn 


Hotel Vanderbilt 
Bernie Dolen Ore 


Hetel Walderf- 
Astoria 


Gen Lodiiensky 
Beauvel & Tova 
Basil Fomeen Ore 
Shep Fields Orc 
Jimmy Kelly’s 
Vaughn Comfort 
Gladys Faye 
Elena McCoy 
Isobel Brown 
Santos & Elvira 
3 Raymonds 
Billy Mack 
John Rockwood 
Bvelyn Wilson 
Mary Lane 
Janice Andre 
Warren & Bodie 
Carter & Schaub 
Midgie Parks 
Joan Miller 
Billy Mack 
3 Raymonds 
Danny Higgins 
Gene Walter 
De Bold’'s 
Joe Ricardel Ore 
Joe Capella Ore 
Kit Kat 
Pearl Baines 
Bob Howard 
Lily Yuen 
8 Roccos 
Bob Hargrave Ba 
Larchmont Casine 
Jim Lunceford Bd 
La Rue 
Eddie Davis Ore 
Hugh Pedulla 
LeMirage 
Cliff Allen 
Billy Haywood 
Michael Tree Orc 
Leon & Fildie’s 
Eddie Davis 
Gloria Rich 
Grisha 
Madge Carmvle 
Billy Milly Baby 
Wim Farmer Ore 
No. 1 Fifth Ave 
3 Marshalls 
Hazel Webster 


Beverly Wilshire 
Viola Von 
Larry Lee Ore 


Bilimere Bow) 
Harry Foster 
Moore & Revel 
Laf’y’te & LaVerne 
Red Harper 
Joaquin Garay 
Harry Foster 
Trudy Wood 
Petch & Deaville 
Timmy Grier Ore 
6 Rhythm Rascals 


Cafe Casanova 
Billy Gray 
Jerry Bergen 
Irene Taylor 
Kendall Capps 
Hal Chanslor Ore 
The Theodoras 


Cafe de Paree 
Tne Canno 
Naomi Warner 
Kathlyn Miller 
Don Silver Ore 


Cafe la Maze 


Stan Clair Ore 
Park Ave Boys 


Cecoanut Grove 
Eddie Duchin Ore 
Emily Lane 
Les Pore 
Bob Searles 
Ed LeBaron Ore 
Bill Roberts 


El Mirader 
Gene Taber 
Sonia Day 
Maxine Manners 
irene Barry 
Morey Singer 
Lois Saunders 
Smaroff Girls 
Lou Singer Ore 


Bismarck Hotes 


Kings Jesters 
Marjorie Whitney 


Blackhawk 


Joe Saunders 
Dick & Dot Rogers 


Blackstone fletel 
(Mayfale Reem) 
Ethel Dixon 





Rebt Paddock 











Yvonne Nova 

Pord Crane 

Gene Stultz 

Edna Mae 

Jerry Freeman Ore 


Pavilion Royal 
Valley Stream, L. I. 
Shave Sherman 
Helen O’Shea 
Muriel! Martin 
Stanley Worth 
Fred Lowery 
Fleanor Knieht 
Burns & White 
Johnnie Morris 
Jean Cartier 


Saki Alexander 
Happy Thomson 
Vincent Lopez Ore 


Place Elegante 


Internationalists Or 
Rill Farrell 

Frank Lazaro 

Orio Tomasso 
Mario Baune 


Rex Gavitte 
Rainbow Gril) 


Frances Comstock 
Frances Hunt 
Vailerie & Armstr’g 
Lou Bring Orc 


Ruinkow Room 
Al Donahve Ore 
Diana Ward 
Leo Beers 
Serge Tekar 
Dario & Diane 
Ruth Aarons 
Sandor Glanez 
Nano Rodrige BRA 
Ross-Fenton Farms 
Rarbera RPiake 
Brandt & Fowler 
D & D Fitzgibbons 
Gene Fosdick Ore 
Sands Pt B’th Club 

(Long Italand) 
Paul Rebucci Ore 
Small’s Paradise 
Crarlie Johnson Ore 
Lucky Sis 
Mary Perry 

Sterk Club 
Gus Martel Ore 
Arthur Dann Ore 
Tavern on the Green 
Allen Leafer Ore 

Town Casino 
Virginia Langdon 
Jack Mason 
Tempo King Bd 

Ubangi 
Gladys Rentiey Rev 
Guy Wilkens 
Will Bryant Ore 

Versailles 
Lois Ravel 
Clement Rumba Rd 
Rosaline & Seville 
H’kins & Mooreh’'d 
Meadowbrook Boys 

Vogue 
Harry Spears 
Mary “Mercer 
Helene Standish 
Alice Lawlor 
Neil Golden Ore 
Barnes & Stegor 

Village Baro 
Ernie Mack 
Ruddy Gately 
Mildred Barry 
Milton Mann Ore 
June Lorraine 
Village Nut Club 
Riviera Boys 
lav Raymond 
Tris Ray 

Dickie Wells 
Kenny Watts 
Shim Sham Rev 

Wivel 
Aida 
Ernie Maran 
Lock wells 
Boring & Lazar 
Betty Bear 
Baron Gyldenkorn 
Naina Kinova 
Frank LaSalle Ore 
Roh Lee 
Wynne Rolph 

Yacht Club 
Terry Lawlor 


Onyx Club Johnny & Geo 
Stuff Smith Bd Louise McCarroll 
Paradiae Jackson Irving & R 
Bert Frohman Hale Sis 
John Steel Rill Leeds Ore 
LOS ANGELES 


Famous Door 


Frances Fay 
F ‘D’ Swing Ba 


Omar’s Dome 


Joe Dell Jantis 
Merissa Flores 
Carolyne Dyne 
Galante & Leonardo 
Kearney Walton 
Billy Lowe 


Patomar 


Barbarina & Pals 
Frankiin & Warber 
Gene Kruppa 
Hudson Netzger Gis 
Ben Goodman Ore 
Helen Ward 
Pirrone’s 
Cook & King 
Murray Peck 
Bonnie Lind 
Wylie Webb Ore 


Partie Inn 


Paul & Pavlina 
Mimi DeVal & M 
Ken Wilmarth 
Laurel Gaines 
Hugo Marchett! 
Thora Matthaison 
Henry Monnet 
Pete Contrelli Ore 
Ninon Latess 
Wm Barrett 
Tonsy’s 
Bernice Farrington 
Marjorie Keeler 
Agnes Johnson 
Marierie Sparks 
Leon Rice 
Gen Redman Ore 
Joan & Jean Lee 
My Blue Heaven 
Don & A LeMier 
Eddie Lipton 
20 Extra Girls 
Gene Austin’s Ore 
Leo Carlisle 


CHICAGO 


Virginia Gilerest 


Carmen 

Al Kavelin Ore 
Bon-Air 

Frazee Sis 

Dario & Costa 

Julia Garrity 

Jean Delmont 

Gus Van 

Henri Lishon Ore 








Chez Paree 
Edgar Bergen 
Cynthia Hayes 
Edna Janis 
Readinger Twins 
Bill Steele 
Ramon & Renita 
Sims & Bailey 
Henry Busse Ore 

Cocoanut Grove 
Morten Grove, Ul. 


Edgewater Beach 
Hotel 

Nina Olivette 

Murray & King 

Shalita & Carlton 

Park & Clifford 

Bernie Cummins 
Gay 90's 

Colleen 

4 Pennies 

Geo DeCosta 


Willie Shore Lew King 

Joan Meller P pe 

Joy Kalese Harry's N. ¥. Bar 
Don Fernendao Orc |} Joan Clark 
Centinental Room | The Duffins 


(Stevens Hote!) Emily Fiske 





B Gardner Girls 
Ben Pollack Ore Dorothy Johnston 
Lois Stil Austin’ Mache Ow 
Georgie Tapps | 
College ton Hi-Hat 

George Givot } Editi Murray 
Roy Shipstadt | Nanett« 
Harry Johnson Vasillo & Crime 
Bess Ehrhardt | Peggy Jordon 

' 

} 


Duke & Noble 
Colony Club 


Bill 


Syd 


Dornfield 
Lang 


Paddeck Club 


Ure 


Bobby Gram 


Frankie DuBord Billy Carr 
Jeanne LeWisse Ann Rusb 
Ruth Love Jess Johnson Ore 
Paulette LaPierre Pr 
almer House 
same! Reed 4 (Empire Room) 
Cotosimo’sa Ozzie Nelson 
June St Clair Rosita & Fontana 
Del Ohrel Wences 
Eileen George Lathrop Bros 
Dolores Dawn Virginia Lee 
Wilma Novak Bentley Stone 
Bob Tinsleys Ore Milton Douglas 
Congress Hotel Abbott Dancers 
(Eastman Room) | DeSayo’s Or 
Frank Bessinger 885 Club 
Will Hollander Ore Bobby Rollins 
Club Alabam Jean Kirk 
ill Rernard Ada Lee 
Flo Henri Curley’ Plate 


The Dictators 


npn 
Art Williams Ore | Eadie South 


Club Minuet 


Del Estes Vanity Fair 
*Tonya’ Trudye DeRing 
Adelina Dossena Carol Dean 
Ruth LaVonne Edith Murray 


Cosmo Jesters 
Tommy West Ore 
Vian Lago 
Arturo & Evelyn 

Buddy Ralpb 
Stan Carter 
Yacht Club 
Frances Williams 
Stearns & Dean 


May Downing 
Drake Hotel 
(Gold Ceast Room) 

King Sis 

Dick Morgan 
Lysbeth Hughes 
Jerry Browne 
Alveno Rey 

Art Thorsen 





Gene Knotts Ruth Delmar 
Horace Heidt Ore Dick Ware 


Anchorage Inn 
Oliver Naylor Ore 
Arcadia Int’! 
Rodney McLennan 
Mary Jane Walsh 

Princess Fumi 
Barker & Walsh 


Chuck Keough 
Robby Morro Ore 
Hot’! Adelphia Roof 
Frank Hall 
Vincent Rizzo Ore 
Harold Knight Ore 
Judith Barron 


Ambroses Clark & Eaton 
Larry Funk Orc Paul Sreu 

dD > Fi ibbi 
Bellevue-Stratford & Fitzgibbine 


Helen Lang 
Johnny Bryant 


Ritz-Carlton 


(Planet Room) 
Meyer Davis Ore 


Benny the Bum’s 


3 Robbins (Crystal Room) 
Dotty Melinson Van Levis Ore 
Nancy Barry » 
Gypsy Roma-je Roof Pierre 


Pat Shevlin Ore 
Bill Burcaw 
Patsy King 


Tropical Islanders 
Colony Club 


or _— Jean Savage 
Carol MeKay Silver Lake Inn 


(Clementon) 
Maria Krasnoff 
Beth Challis 
Enters & Borgia 
Joanne Andrews 
Ann Carroll 
3 Barons 
Bob Bennett's Orc 
20th Cent’ry Tavern 
Barney Zeeman Or 
Frankie Hires 
Waneta Wayne 
Romane & Manning 


Dian King 
Joe Hayes 2 
Embassy Club 
Reed McClelland 
Margie Drummond 
Warwick Sis 
Ruth Denning 
1523 Locust 
Stewart Sis 
Florence Hallman 
Farrar Sis 
Grace Manners 
Bubbles Shelby 


2 Kings Bobby Deva 
4 Horsemen Little Ernie 
Jerry Bianchard Robert Platt & Co 


Patricia Boland 
Maro & Renato 
Dean Sis 

Frank Monroe 
Harry Adar Ore 


Frank Palumbo's 


Weber's Hofbrau 
(Cam 
Sidney Golden 
Simpson Marionete 
Brett & Young 
Louis Chaikin Ore 


George Reed Sylvita 
Alice Lucey Carmen 4’ Antonio 
Leon & Yvonne Elsa Hart 





Herman -& Herman 
Sammy Adams 


Joe Romono 
Rathskeller Ore 
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EMBASSY, N. Y. 


(Continued from page 50) 


highlight class when catching the 
avid peepers picking up stones in 
the yard as souvenirs. Less tasteful 
is a prologue speech by Doc Dafoe 
which rings a commercial keynote by 
asking the audience to come up for 
a look at the kids. 


Paramount has turned in an al- 
most over-complete job on the trial 
of the dog ‘Idaho,’ accused of drown- | 
ing a lad swimming in a canal. But 
it has solidity, and makes the most 
of a controversial topic. Drowning 
is re-enacted, while opinions on the 
affair are aired by the bereaved 
parents, the dog’s owners, the judge, | 
and a woman raising a defense fund 
for the canine. 


Universal unreels to good effect 
the mortgage evictions in Sunnyside, 
with the cops getting a dousing of 
flour and pepper. 

Sports are generally weak except 
for the Newport yacht races, ably 
caught by Fox, and the star class 
regatta caught in ditto fashion b 
Universal. Olympic fodder is stoc 
vintage, with the Eleanor Holm Jar- 
rett affair alluded to as briefly as 
possible. 


Comedy is fairly strong, but ali 








hoke. Paramount offers a_ ladies’ 
razor race, gocd for some chuckles. 
Fox has a Lew Lehr sequence that 
surmounis other recent editions. 
Hearst tricks up a lot of footage 
anent the summer theatres. Some of 
it appears to be played especially 
for the camera, while shots of Helen 
Menken and Dorothy Ma:Kaill fail 


to flatter these two ladies, Makes a 
fair novelty, though. 

Politics gets a better than passing 
nod with Hearst doing a good job on 
the end of the president's vacation, 
while Paramount has Sen. Vanden- 
berg pledging allegiance to Landon. 
This clip can hardly be classified as 
a break for Landon, who is shown 
blinking hard and making gestures 
like a robot. 

Program on the whole stronger 
than in the past four or five weeks. 

Edga. 


SHEA’S, TORONTO 


Toronto, Aug. 1. 

Unity tagged ‘NBC Radio Revue’ 
will do biz on the week. Double 
draw has Dickie Moore and Jimmy 
Wallington, former responsible for 
the heavy kid patronage. Opening 
day saw standees at the supper show 
break. 

Ofi-stage announcement over the 
amplifiers gives plenty of NBC 
credits and then presents Walling- 
ton as m.c. Traveler parts to re- 
veal the house band on the tiers in 
a full-stage garden set, with Walling- 
ton on to a fanfare and a nice re- 
ception from the audience. Brings 
on Campbell’s Royalists for a college 
medley, the four boys and three 
girls in white getting over easily on 
harmony and youthful apnearance. 

Bobby Gilbert trails for a comedy- 
dialogue routine with Wallington; 
gets into an argument with the mu- 
sicians and goes over big with his 
‘talking fiddle. Then the NBC an- 
nouncer for five mins. of intimate 
chatter, chiefly dealing with Eddie 
Cantor’s home life, and then sings a 
chorus. Lad’s pleasing personality 
an asset to the show, but a notice- 
able tendency to milk for the acts 
makes the set-up a little draggy in 
spots. While layout runs a scant 60 
mins., a general tightening wouldn’t 
hurt. 

Dickie Moore is in the centre svot 
for a comedy drama skit dealing 
with the Old Salt who is rearing 
the grandson, but renounces the kid 
when rich relatives want to give him 
a better upbringing. Old type of 
vaude sketch got over nicely, with 
Moore and Al Williams laying on the 
whimsy and pathos; a good vehicle 
for the youngster. Skit, running 9 
mins., was written by half-a-dozen 
ef the boys on the Coast. Not a 
notable piece of writing. but serves 
the purpose. Youngster in a thank- 
you speech later offers some Holly- 
wood experiences and goes over big. 

Campbell’s Royalists are back with 
a swell arrangement of ‘Who Killed 
Cock Robin?’ and then into a ‘Porgy 
and Bess’ medley. warbling of the 
septet scoring. Honeyboy and Sas- 
safras close, the blackface team get- 
ting over on their patter and instru- 
mental work. Company round-up at 
finish. 

Screen, ‘And So They Were Mare 
ried’ (Col). McStay. 


FOX, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Aug. 3. 

Opening of Fox stage show this 
week has moved back one day due 
to change of management to War- 
ners. Otherwise little difference no- 
ticeable. House band, Jeno Donath 
batoning, remains as wes and stag- 
ing is just as formerly. Even intro- 
ductions of acts via p. a. is the same. 

Probably it’s not result of change 
of management, but more likely 
characteristic of acts themselves— 
whatever reason, show as whole 
seems lacking in that final snap and 
incisiveness that keeps pace clicking 
and audience on edge. 
roll along smoothly enough, but 
never hand kayo punch across foot- 
lights. Even individual acts wind up 
minus smacko finale. 

Bill opens, after house crew in pit 
offers overture of Gershwin tunes, 
with Kitaros, nifty pair of jap 
risley jugglers, and femme stooge. 
Duo toss prop barrel to and fro in 
familiar fashion, then go into flash of 
act. It consists of junior Nipponese 
being chucked up and around on 
feet of elder partner. Plenty tough 
tricks and boys work in some sly 
comedy bits. 

Strange spotting brings Three X 
Sisters. top billers, on in second 
slot. Trio of radio harmonizers 
show plenty of experience and fair- 
ish arrengements with ‘Wake Up and 
Sing.’ ‘Sin to Tell Lie,’ ‘Rex With 
His Sound Effects’ and ‘Since Yusil 
Learned to Yodel.’ They’re followed 
by Eddie Rio, entering as single and 
going into amusing though stock 
women-taking-bath pantomime, then 
picking up pair of heckler stooges in 
2udience. Boys core on stage to 
join act. Offer various kinds of 
roughhouse, none too funny. 

Dance act. Harris. Claire and 
Shannon, with Duke McHale. closes 
bill. Some corking stepping in 
spots, but needs something to pro- 
vide that vital spark. And not 4 
curtain fiash in a carioad of steps. 
Harris, Claire and Shannon, blonde 
and brunette girls with male part- 
ner, use patent routines to striking 
music. First is waltz, then medley 
of blues in bolero tempo. and wind 
up with arrangement of Stravinsky’s 
‘Firebird.’ McHale, tapper with all 





‘sorts of tricks and class, shows he 


needs production to set him off. 
Same stuff that brought huge hands 
from ‘Follies’ audiences here last sea- 
son drew only ripple from Fox 
patrons. McHale gave out beaucoup, 
but couldn’t win much response. 
Show runs 45 minutes. Pic is ‘Cham 
at Race Track’ (20th-Fox). Hobe, 
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VARIETY 


TIMES SQUARE 


Wednesday, August 5, 1936 











Broadway 


Harry Arthur back from St. Louis. 
Paul Dulzell on vacation to Boston. 


Eugene Zukor summering = in 
Maine. 


Constance Hope to Europe for six 
weeks. 


Bob Weitman back after a two 
weeks’ loaf. 

Frank Tours to conduct for ‘Red, 
Hot. and Blue.’ 

The Fred Astaires sail today for an 
European holiday. 

Mrs. Basil Gerson trained to Coast 
to visit with Junior. 

Al Altman to Pennsylvania on a 
talent prowl for Metro. 

Leonard Bergman and Rollo Tim- 
poni fishing in Michigan. 

Harry Roysters spend most of their 
weekends in Philadelphia. 

Leonard Gaynor building a swim- 
ming pool on his farm in Jersey. 

Arthur Caesar back to the Coast 
and a Metro assignment next week. 

Bob Gillham, armed with a rab- 
bit’s foot, flew up to Saratoga for the 
races. 

Cops stopped Jimmy O’Neil feed- 
ing pigeons in front of Equity 





offices. 

Dr. Henry Moskowitz, of Theatre 
League, sails today for month 
abroad. 


Yates Sisters (Jerry, Carol, Lymn) 
are singing at the Roosevelt, New 
Orleans. 

New boardwalk at Long Beach to 
be exact replica of Atlantic City’s 
wooden way. 

Gummo Marx back from Chi 
where he visited his vaude-touring 
freres last week. 

Mob of dicks 0.0.’d handbook men 
Saturday in Times Square zone and 
boys couldn’t bet. 

Cherry and June Preisser due 
back from New Orleans, their home 
town, next week. 

Tracy Barham, accompanied this 
time by the missus, in town irom 
Ohio on film deais. 

Sam Clurk, WB's advertising chief 
in Chicago, contacting the home 
office for a few dzys. 

B Moss, Jr., son of the vet 
showman, will manage the new Cri- 
terion, opening this fall. 

Minor and Root, ballroom dancers, 
return in August from three months 
at the Dorcester, London. 

Doris Sullivan, wife of Ed Sul- 
livan, assistant mgr. at the Para- 
mount, in Maine visiting the folks. 

Lionel H. Keene, division manager 
of Loew's Southern theatres in At- 
lanta. commissioned a Texas Ranger. 

Allen Rivkin and his wife return 
to the Coast today (Wednesday) af- 
ter six weeks on their Vermont 
farm. 

Bill Fields is press agent for ‘White 
Horse Inn.’ Frank Hall will be stage 
manager until ‘The Great Waltz’ tours 
again. 

Lou Guimond, an early riser, gets 
down .to the Selznick offices almost 
before the street lights have been 
put out. 

Sol Immerman, son of Connie Im- 
merman, owner of Connie’s Inn, has 
left Mills Artists art department to 
free lance. 

John J. Harkins another to write 
a song for the Democratic presiden- 
tial campaign. His is ‘Stand by 
Your President.’ 

Beatrice Hurst of Dartington Hall, 
England, here to interview appli- 
cants for the new Chekhov theatre 
studio over there. 

Catholic Actors’ Guild will con- 
duct a moonlight cruise up the Hud- 
son aboard the Peter Stuyvesant 
next Tuesday night (11). 

Jimmy Noel, former Paul White- 
man rhythm singer, leading the band 
at the Village Grove Nut Club under 
the tag of Noel James. 

Jack Norworth wants it known 
that he is with the Colombian Steam- 
ship Line. It’s in line with last 
week’s ‘What they’re doing now’ list. 

Racket caused by the removal of 
the troiiey tracks along Broadway 


and 7th avenue, via hydraulic dig-|b 


gers, is driving theatrical offices 


Savington Crampton, asst. account 
exec. on Lux, flew to the Coast in 
company ith Joe Moskowitz and 
the ly Johnsons to o.o. Lux’s 
film-radio talent. 

‘I. Robert Broder, attorney, has fol- 
lowed the trend to Radio City, mov- 
ing his offices from the Palace the- 
atre building to the RKO building 
there. With him go Jack Davies and 
Larrv Puck, agents, 

Nate Spingold back after few days 
with Max Winslow and Frank Canra 
at former’s Alexandria Bay (Thous- 
and Islands) lodge. Winslow due in 
N. Y. in a fortnight for a quickie 
visit before soing back to the Coast. 

Chalmers L. Pancoast new vromo- 
tion manager of Hotels Montclair and 
Dixie. Pancoast formerly manager 
of the eastern national denartmert 
of the Chicago Tribune, national ad- 
vertising manager of the N. Y. Times, 
and Liberty Mag. 

‘Although the new Rockefeller ants. 
on West 54th-55th streets (for con- 
venience of the Radio City tenants) 
won't be ready for occunancy until 
Sept. 15, only seven out of 135 anart- 
ments are left for rental. Others 
taken from the plans. 

No introductories. no workee. said 
Lillian Carmen and she bowed out 
of the Riviera after the onening 
night last week although clicking. 
a has no m.c., aan 

anenymous modus operandi o 
. working in the show. 





London 





Basil Sydney’s brother died. 
Patric Knowles holidaying here. 
Edna Best back from Germany. 
Madeleine Carroll in from Holly- 
wood. 

H. M. Tennant sprained his ankle 
golfing. 

Margot Grahame back home to 
Hollywood soon. x 
George Arliss sick with a mild 
dose of tonsilitis. 

Cicely. Courtneidge better 
some throat trouble. 

Bud Flanagan couldn’t make New 
York out, and admits it. 

Mictv Balcon lunching with Alex- 
ander Korda at Denham. 

Jessie Matthews buying costumes 
for a New York trip in September. 
Robert Sherwood adding _ final 
touches to Atlantic’s ‘Thunder in the 
City’ script. 

Dave Bader has set Kay Stam- 
mers, tennis star, who gets a screen 
test this week. : 
Leslie Williams, formerly Univer- 
sal’s publicity. chief here, launching 
out on his own. 

Betty Davis, agent’s daughter and 
local film player, re-christened 
Betty Ann Davis. 

Jean Compton, niece of Fay 
Compton, married to Leslie How- 
ard’s brother Arthur. 

Seymour Hicks doubling for Sacha 
Guitry in ‘Memoirs of a Cheat,’ at 
Denham Film studios. : 

Ronald Jean’s play, ‘Composite 
Man,” financed by himself, going to 
Daly’s theatre Sept. 7. 

Gordon Harker back in cast of 
‘The Frog’ at Princess theatre, fol- 
lowing two weeks’ illness. 

Toeplitz Prod. dickering for Fran- 
cis Lederer and Loretta Young for 
‘Tl Take the Low Road.’ 

Maurice Chevalier planning a 
West End variety show for the fall; 
will follow with a road tour. 

Leslie Fuller and George Harris 
going to Hollywood in October for 
eisht weeks. Fuller’s first trip. 

Irene Browne replacing Fay Comp- 
ton in ‘Call It a Day’ for three weeks, 
while latter undergoes a nasal oper- 
ation. ‘ 

Brian Desmond Hurst, who re- 
cently clicked with B. I. P.’s ‘Our- 
selves Alone,’ plans a look-see at the 
Coast. 

Desmond Tew moved over from 
Walton-on-Thames to Worton Hall 
as studio manager, after five years 
at Nettlefold. 

Yvonne Printemps to return here 
in the fall to appear in a new Ben 
Travers comedy, with Pierre Fres- 
nav in support. 

Andre Charlot has given up doing 
revue in the fall due to the West 
End theatre shortage. But will do 
two Christmas pantomimes. 

Paul Murray off for. the week-end 
to Angering to discuss a new play 
of Douglas Furber’s, which may be 
done in the West End in the fall. 

June, Dorothy Ward and Douglas 
Byng going out as a unit under di- 
rection of Paul Murray. Show will 
be known as ‘A Magnum of Charlot.’ 

Clifford Whitley had film tests 
made of Marie Lessoff, continental 
star, to save her the journev to Lon- 
don to show off her paces for a role 
in ‘Going Places.’ 


after 





Chicago 





Ben Bloomfield off to Estes Park. 
Ray Linton on a trip to New York. 


Nina Ecker in town visiting rela- 
tives. - 


1d Rogers here to line up new 
and. 


W. H. Stein shoved off for the 
Coast. 

CAPA tossed a party at the Man- 
hattan brewery. 


Gummo Marx in town ogling pros- 
pective picture talent. 

Marian Reade taking Margaret 
Fuiler’s role in ‘Old Maid.’ 

Dr. Nickolai Sokoloff in town to 
spiel to music mob at Stevens. 


Chicago Tribune All-Stars Football 
babe ballot drew nearly 4,000,000 
votes, 


Alfredo and Dolores off to Dallas 
to Join Ernie Young’s ‘Streets of all 
Nations.’ 


Arlington race track attendance is 
disappointing despite appearance of 
me ponies and jockeys. 

red Manatt, stage manager at 
Grand Opera House, writing book 
called ‘Backstage Memoirs.’ 
J. C. Macaffrey routing the Rubin 
& Cherry shows up through Michi- 
gan on their way to Canada. 
_ T. E. Quisenberry taking his fam- 
ily. abroad this month, with the 
children to enter a Swiss school. 
Fifty song pluggers licked their 
chops at Henrici’s, where they threw 
farewell feed for ‘Senator’ Harry 
Bush, 
Al Boasberg and brother gagmen 
getting corns sitting throush every 
Marx Bros. show at the Palace to 
gather ‘audience. reaction.’ 
Great States circuit held its annual 
field meet July 29 at the country 











CHATTER 


home of J. J. Rubens in Plano, Il. 
John Balaban calied the strikes and 
balls. Outstanding sluggers were 
Tom (Babe Ruth) Ronan, who 
swatted the pill for the southern di- 
vision and Ray (Gehrig) Rogan, who 
lead the northern division murder- 


Official kibitzer: Richard 


Sydney 


By Eric Gorrick 


er’s row. 
Bergen, 








Movie Ball a big success. 

Martin C., Brennan, on sick list. 

Charles Munro, Hoyts, still on the 
road, 

Sir Ben Fuller goes off on another 
0.0. trip. 

Dan Carroll in charge of distrib- 
exhib get-togethers. 

Dance hall biz is going ahead nice- 
ly all over Australia. 

Lilian Pertak goes into her third 
week at the Trocadero. 

Frank Marden pretty busy watch- 
ing his radio activities. 

Allan Williamson, G-B, returned 
to Sydney from London. 

Victor Jory arrives this week to 
play the lead in “Rangle River” for 
Col. 

Clarence Badger is settling down 
to his first local production try at 
National. 

Myron Lustig is now in the local 
publicity office of Metro. Was with 
Monogram, 

J. C. Bendrodt has engaged Giadys 
Moncrieff and Isador Goodman for 
the Trocadero, Sydney. 

Charles Munro flirting with the 
idea of building more nabe theatres 
in Sydney and Melbourne. 

Work has begun on the new Metro 
theatre in Brisbane, House is situ- 
ated right in the heart of the city. 

Harry Jacobs will give his second 
concert in Sydney next week for 
Australian Broadcasting Commission. 

‘Orphan of Wilderness’ (Cine- 
sound) will soon be off the floor and 
in the cutting room. Ken Hall 
megged. 

Severe floods in Victoria hurt the 
nabe and country showmen tre- 
mendously. Cold spell is crippling 
trade in Sydney. 

Julian Rose doing well as a com- 
mercial artist in Sydney. Rose 
played vaude in America some years 
ago under title of Don Julian. 


Panama 


By Bea Drew 








" Tiny Griffith is at the Atlas Gar- 
en, . 

Louis de la Bana, Chilean tenor, 
here for concerts. 

Cecilia Theatre all dressed up for 
the Chaplin film. 

Even the schools here are going 
in for amateur nights. - 

Steve and Mack left the Ritz and 
are at the Atlas Gardcn. 

Audrey Rouche, new dancer for 
the Atlantic, arrived’ from New 
York. 

Rene Misteli put on a fashion 
show in Colon in the ballroom of the 
Hotel Washington. 

Carl Borden of the Chicago Daily 
Times and Al Goodman orchestra 
leader, visiting here. 

Mr. and Mrs, Pat O’Brien were 
here with their daughter, hoped to 
spend a vacation in the interior, but 
were called back to Hollywood for a 
picture. 

El Rancho has a regular show 
with Marie Askley, singer, from 
Hollywood; Senorita Maria Cier- 
vides: Tiny Day and the Tennessee 
Hill Billies. 

New show arrived from New York 
for the Richmond Cafe with Joan 
Shannon, Anne Labelle, Irma Way- 
burn, Jerrina, Nella Burk, Joan 
Allen,’ Clarissa Lumont, Charlotte 
Thiel and Frank Dobson. 


Long Island 


By Joe Wagner 








are tent shows in Queens going 
ig. 

Italian pics at Playhouse, Cedar- 
hurst. 

Mineola Fair opens Sept. 21 for 
week, 

Minature golf course in Elmhurst 
still doing biz. 

Ira Vail again handling auto races 
at the Mineola Fair. 

WPA piays in the Rockaways only 
stage shows in the resort. 

Bothwell Browne’s floor shows at 
Queens Terrace, Woodside. 

Graham .MacNamee around the 
Manhasset Bay Yacht Club. 

Kenneth Turnbull new president 
of active Jamaica Play Shop. 

New mile boardwalk ai Riis Park 
in the Rockaways being rushed. 

Red Barn in Locust Valley still 
gets the swanks of North Shore. 

Jitney Players of Madison, Conn., 
in a one day stand in Jackson 
Heights. 

Dick Harknett, night editor of the 
North Shore Daily Journal, will be- 
come a benedict soon, 








Berlin 





Film copyright law contemplated. 

Circus Carl Hagenbeck over from 
Holland. 

Lord Ain and Trio Splendid to 
Moscow. 

“Show Them No Mercy’ 
nixed by the censor, 

Adolf Wohlbrueck signed exclu- 
sively by Tobis-Europa. 

German lesitimate ensemble going 
on tour to Switzerland. 

German Gramophone Co. has 
again contracted with Brunswick. 

Danzig government has decided 
to open a state-subsidized actors’ 
school. 

Jan Kiepura intends going into 
production with his own studio in 
Poland. 

Richard Eichberg doing three new 
films this season, released through 
Tobis-Cinema. 

Richard Wagner’s ‘Lohengrin’ a 
world broadcast from 60-year-old- 
festival-town Bayreuth. 

Emil Jannings and Kaethe Dorsch 
appointed to State Actors; Heinz 
Tietjen to State Councilor. 

A new UFA cinema will be openec 
next November in Sao Paulo, South 
America, holding 3,500 seats. 

Sessue Hayakawa (remember?) 
signed by Dr. Fanck for new Terra 
Picture, ‘Brave Little Mitsuko.’ 

Paul v. Klenau’s new opera ‘Rem- 
brandt Van Rijn’ to be premiered 
simultaneously in Berlin and Stutt- 
gart. 

Shakespeare’s ‘Twelfth Night’ and 
‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’ to be 
produced at the Nymphenburg Park, 
Munich. 

Prof. Dr. Lehnich, president of 
Reichs Film Chamber, appointed 
president of International Film 
Chamber. 

Hans Albers signed for Woelffer 
stages, opening in Georg Turner’s 
drama ‘Water for Canitoga’ at The- 
atre Kurfuerstendamm. 

Annual statement of Fox newsreel 
(German co.) showing a profit of 
$6,000, while Deutsch Universal dis- 
closes a loss of $304,000. 

New German color film ‘Das Scho- 
enheitsfleckchen’ (‘Beauty Spot’) 
(Siemens), directed by Carl Froelich 
from Alfred de Musset’s novel, to be 
premiered Aug. 4. 

Reichsfachschaft ‘Artistik’ decrees 
that it is unlawful to impersonate 
famous national-historic personali- 
ties of the German politic of the 
past or present either in vaudeville, 
circus or cabarets. 

The 2,000-mile Marathon, carried 
out by 330 relay runners, bearing 
the Olympic torch from Olympia 
(Greece) to Berlin, will be filmed by 
a special team of cameramen sent 
out by Leni Riefenstahl. 

Forty countries are represented at 
the International Congress for 
Leisure Time Recreation, now held 
in Hamburg, with China contribut- 
ing a group. of opera singers, and 
the British Drama League, London. 

German radio going continuously 
over Olympiade, with special fea- 
tures: announcers in five lingos, and 
orchestra works by Richard Strauss’ 
Alp-Symphony.’ Franz Lizst’s ‘Tasso’ 


(M-G) 


and Hector Berlioz’s ‘Phantastic 
Symphony.’ 
Willy Forst’s ‘Allotria’ (Tobis- 


Cine-Allianz) after seven weeks at 
Gloria Palace now in extended first- 
run at Titania and Kammerlicht- 
spiele, and slated durine the Olym- 
pic Games: for 60 local cinemas si- 
multaneously. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 








Testimonial dinner to Bert Stearn 
drew more than 200. 

Dave Rubinoff home on a fiying 
visit to see his ailing mother. 

Tiny Kilbuck theatre, which seats 
40, has shut shop until Sept. 10. 

Jack Hollister, ballyhooing Cen- 
tennial for last six months, in from 
Dallas, 

_Lew Mercur getting Harlem Ca- 
sino in shape to reopen early next 
month. 

Royal Daniel, Jr.. m.e. of Sun- 
Tele, transferred to Hearst sheet in 
Detroit. 

Baron Elliott, the band leader, and 
Ida May Falck told it to a preacher 
Monday (3). 

Anne Morrison Chapin on Coast 
scripting ‘The Times So Unsettled 
Are’ for Par. 

Jerry Mayhall staging ball which 
will name ‘Miss Pittsburgh’ for At- 
lantic City pageant. 

Bill Scott passing up Europe this 
summer to vacation with his mother, 
who’s ill, in Jersey. 

Joe Flynn, veteran prop man at 
Penn, found dead in bed other 
morning of heart attack. 

Harry Feinstein sails from New 
York Saturday (8) on a Cuban cruise 
with Henry Rothenberg. 

Lela Moore, off for Hollywood to 
do her ‘Dance of Lovers’ number 
for Minskys at Playhouse. 

Julia Carey, beauty in new Can- 
ada Dry billboard ads, daughter of 
George Carey, Penn’s chief electri- 
cian, 


l 
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Hollywood 


Bob Wooisey oke after long illness, 


Buck Jones returning from Hono. 
lulu. @ 


Al Green has six new nags in 
stable. 


Jack Moss lost 45 pounds some.« 
where. 


Fred Keating has gone for an auto 
trailer, 


More relatives have piled in on Sid 
Silvers. 

Howard 
Seattle. 

John Barrymore in Mar Vista san-« 
atorium. 

Tom Brown taking French course 
at UCLA. 

Jack Warner celcbrated 43d bicth-« 
day last week. 

John Miljan did four weeks of 
p.a.’s in northwest. 

Dick Purcell’s folks will spend fall 
and winter in town. 

Maxine Smith planed back to Chi 
after siege with flu. 

Boys in dinner coats at Minsxy 
opening felt foolish. 

Wayne King here with wife and 
kids for month stay. 

Charles Ford in town and staying 
at Marvin Freeman’s. 

Santa Monica plot 
George Raft for $4u,000. 

Harvey Clairmont has 
Bobby Mayo at Columbia. 

Joe Cunningham has been doing 
nipups since turning actor. 

Clara Bow fighting severe cold at 
the Santa Monica hospital. 

Will Aubrey got initial break as 
author with yarn in a mag. 

Rafaela Ottiano due here for Co- 
lumbia’s “Theodora Goes Wild.’ 

Hoot Gibson has washed up his 
six-pic deal with Walter Futter. 

Phil Rosen has ended his six-pix 
directorial contract at Invincible. 

Speed Kendall, of L. A. Times, has 
added Sunday column to his chores, 

Spencer Leve kack at Ritz afcer 
saving drowning man at Arrowhead. 

Gene Raymond and Jimmy Fidler 
p.a.’ed at Penny Ice fund in Wichita. 

Paula Walling, Shirley Temple’s 
French tutor, vacationing in New 
York. 

Frank Murphy out of Warners 
after 18 years, Health said to be 
cause. 

Metro tested Reginald Goldner, 
English actor, upon his Coast ar- 
rival. 

‘How to Vote,’ is timely title of 
short Robert Benchley is doing at 
Metro. 

Leto Hill, Warner theatre zone 
manager in St. Louis, guested by Ed 
Lowry. 

Nelson Hess is opening agency in 
Hollywood, with Nat Wolfe in 
charge. 

Grant Mitchell sketching trip to 
N. Y. via Panama after present Me- 
tro stint. 

Phyllis Lawton, Par contract 
player, planed to Chi to see her sick 
husband. 

Teet Carle has left Par publicity 
department for spot at Metro han- 
dling units. 

Bartlett Cormack back from week 
of golf and lolling around in Upper 
California. 

Fay Wray doing research at Hunt- 
ington library for hubby, John Monk 
Saunders. 

Gene Fowler spent quiet eve with 
his palsies before-planing back to 
Fire Island. 

Lt. Comm. Frank Wead back at 
Radio screenplaying ‘Coast Guard 
after illness. ; 

Mack Millar here auditioning girls 
to fill 20 spots at the Hollywood res- 
taurant, N. Y. Loe 

Barrett Kiesling, Metro publicity, 
out of Hollywood hosp following ap- 
pendix siege. 

Ed Carey is the new Universal po- 
lice chief. Succeeds Hugh McCar- 
ron, who quit. 

Don Warburton to New York to 
start rehearsals for Lee Shubert’s 
‘Days of Grace.’ . 

Arthur Rankin quit P. S. vets 
hosp. at Sawtelle following appen- 
dicitis operation. 

Ken Dolan quit job as radio con- 
tact for Lyons, McCormick & Lyons, 
due2 to ill health. 

Harold Robb and Ed Rowley, 
Texas and Arkansas exhibs, on an- 
nual vacash here. 

Rosita Moreno (Mrs. Mel Shauer) 
en route here from Buenos Aires fol- 
lowing stage work. 

Frank Vreeland arrived from 
N. Y. for editorial work under Glen- 
don Allvine at Par. 

Frank Mittauer now assisting 
Virginia Wright as motior pic ed of 
L. A. Evering News. ‘ 

Billy and Beverly Bemis did their 
steps for one night at the Hotel 
Coronado off San Diego. 

House of Westmores celebrated 
signing of Par by tossing beach 
shindy for 400 employes. 

Pat Patterson, recently 
publicity department, 
Wally Schooler at Metro. 

Picture people will be asked to 
take stills when press photogs ‘c:d 
annual shindig at Biltmore. 

Oliva de Havilland left after ‘An- 
thony Adverse’ preview (29) for 
northern California vacash. ; 

Helen Walters, fan mag _ writer, 
succeeded Linda’ Leath, Warner 
fashion editor, who resigned. 

FE. Mason Hopper, old-time director. 
handling mob scene under George 
Cukor for ‘Camille’ at Metro. ? 

Dave Howard and ‘Daniel Boone 

(Continued on page 54) 
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News From 


lished suring the week in the daily 
Francisco Hollywood and London. 


This department contains rewrillen theatricat mews items ag pub 


sews items; each haa been rewriiten from a daily paper. 


the Dailies 


papers oj Neu York. Chicago. Sa» 
VARIETY takes no credit for these 








In handing down a decision that 
chance and not skill was the con- 


trolling factor in the National | 


Treasure Hunt, Justices of Special | 
Sessions Court, Jamaica, L. I., July | 


30, ruled against the long litigated | 
alleged lottery. Judicial okay would | 
result in a flood of similar projects 
sponsored by less reliable people, 
said toga wearers. 

Mitzi Relimut, billed as one of the 
Four Albanis, was killed when a 
strap broke during her trapeze act 
at Salisbury Beach, Mass., July 30. 
Girl dropped 50 feet, fracturing her 
skull, when her strap, held between 
her teeth, snapped. 

Arriving in London from Paris 
July 30, Marlene Dietrich told news- 
hounds that she would never return 
to her native Germany. 

Fire in the storage rooms of the 
State Theatre. Berlin, mastered after | 
five-hour battle. | 

Seven strikers at the RCA plant in | 
Camden, N. J., indicted under differ- | 
ent criminal charges July 30 by 
Grand Jury there. 

Peggy Fears finally got A. C. 
Blumenthal to remit that $26,000 
back alimony from London. Blumey 
sent the coin vic. cable, lest Max | 
Steuer file a breach of contract suit 
for 50 G’s. 

Leslie Howard 
control from London 
being a tour of his ‘Hamlet’ in mid- | 
October, opening in New York some | 
time in November. 








says by remote 


that he wilil 


Giuseppe Bamboschek, conductor 
of Fortune Gallo’s summer season of 
operattas at Jones Beach, N, Y., gets | 
a two-week leave io fulfill a contract 
with Zoo Opera Company of Cin- |} 
cinnati. Due back August 15. 

Harry Richman still talking about | 
that New York to London non-stop 
air flight. Hopes to get going by 
August 15, using his own plane. 

Play ‘White Horse Inn’ will be 
given in Esperanto, modern lan- | 
guage, when the Esperanto Congress | 
meets in Vienna, August 8 to 15. Un- 
familiar actors must learn the tongue. | 


By payment of $12,000 to the Fed- 
eral Government, Michael Arlen, ; 
author, whitewashed of $74,594 claim | 
the tax department has been holding | 
since 1930. 

Talks between Grover Whalen, | 
currently in Ireland, and President |} 
Eamon de Valera, disclosed the Free 
State’s willingness to participate in 
the proposed New York World's Fair 
in 1939. 

Queen Mary will get a sister ship 

by end of 1937, according to an- 
nouncements of Cunard Line in Lon- 
don. 
_ Charles Duncan, boy actor, orig- 
inally with ‘Dead End,’ center of a 
‘police. hunt because of his disap- 
pearance from home June 23. Mater 
Suspects he is Hollywood bound with 
$30 she gave him to pay bills with. 

Fire at Long Beach July 29 ruined 
the Castl¢ Theatre, sections of the 
Boardwalk and caused considerable 
damage to concession stands. Fif- 
teen people hurt in the $1,000,000 
conflagration. 

Arturo Toscanini says he will | 
leave the Salzburg Festival in Aus- | 
tria if any attempt is made to broad- 
‘Cast his performance to Germany. 

.Bruno Walter’s musicking was_re- 
jected on the non-Aryan principle. 

Proceeds of benefit for late Tommy 
McLaughlin will be turned over to 
his mother and sister. Held on river 

‘showboat August 3. One time radio 
announcer. died last week before 
planned benefit was given. 


Arthur Jarrett, radio crooner, ofi | 


} 
| 


} 











to Europe to join his de-Olympiced | Lucky Luciero, convicted vice tr. | Sania Monica, Cal.. July 31. Groom : 


frau, Eleanor Holm, swimmer. 


_Duddie Maikai, Hawaiian musi- | 
cian, jugged for six months for mis- 
-8ppropriation of three guitars and a | 
bass viol, thefted from Jules Julian, | 
in whose band the islander some- | 
times played. ; 
Convention of the National Asso- | 
ciation of Fortune Tellers in a tur- 
moil deciding which of the | 
Possesses greater psychic powers. | 
emme soothsayers claiming best | 
qualities. 
Community singing on the Board- 
walk at Asbury Park, N. J., winning | 
wide favor among residents. 
Friedrich Schorr. tenor, forced to | 
qut role in ‘Die Meistersinger,’ be- 
‘ ing staged at Salzburg Music Festi- | 
val. Austria. Trouble on the hign | 
registers reason. 
Largest attendance this season, 15,- | 
000. heard Jascha Heifetz’ violin con- | 
cert at Lewisohn Stadium, Aug. 3. | 
Also marked Jose Iturbi's farewell | 
appearance. 
Cetholic Boys Center. Brook!:n. | 
N. Y.. sponsoring a one-week rodeo | 
at McGoldrick Ficld to raise finds 
for a 


sexes 


permanent non-secretarian | 
re“reational center. 
Governor Herbert Lehman ap- | 


Po nted six coram'ssioners to ad in- | 
ister the funds for the State’s nar- 
teipation in proposed New York 
World's Fair of 1939, Has an appro- 


| priation of $90,000 for 


| with 


Show 





expenses. 
James A. Foley, Ashley T. Cole. 
Charles H. Strong, Marie F. Conroy, 
John J. Leddy and Harold J. O’Con- 
nell named. 

Margaret Webster, American-born 


British actress, suffering from con- | 


cussions and a fractured collar bone. 
result of an auto accident near 
Grantham, England, July 31. Oc- 
curred while motoring to the site of 
a lecture. 

Virginia Pine, back from London. 
opines that she will wed George Raft 
within the year. Raft’s Mex sever- 
ing party only barrier to nuptials. 

Date for entries in city contest for 
municipal anthem extended till Aug. 
15 by Mayor La Guardia. First prize 
of $2,000 comes from American So- 
ciety of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers. 

Jascha Heifetz, violinist, planed in 
from the coast July 31 to appear 
the New York Phiiharmonic- 
Symphony ork at Lewisohn Stadium 
Aug. 3. 


_ Philadelphia Ballet, under Cather- | 
ine Littlefield, made its second and | 


final appearance in New York July 
30 at Lewisohn Stadium. 8,000 wit- 
nessed the finale. 

An all-Scotch program of pipers 
and dancers was presented by the 
Scottish Clans of Greater New York 


1 at the Jones Beach Stadium, July 31. 


Application of Robert Goelet for 
erection of a film theatre at 53d 
street and Park avenue, once denied 


| by License Commissioner Paul Moss 
| also nixed by Supreme Court, July 
| 31, to which Goelet had appealed. 


Last of recalcitrant families re- 


Fair. 

Jimmy Walker, back from Eu- 
rope, disavows any political aspira- | 
tions. 


Nancy Carroll will be Mrs. Tommy | 


Manville number five, according to 
the asbestos heir, on his return to 
U. S. from Europe. 

Officials of Literary Digest claim 
that several large industrial con- 
cerns have entered into competitive 
bidding for broadcasting rights to 
the result of the weekly’s presiden- 
tial poll. 


Martin Jones’ ‘Mulatto’ entered its | 


eleventh month on Broadway. 

Molly Picon has returned to Lon- 

on, having completed a Yiddish 
film in Poland. 

Annual three-day music festival of 
Columbus University, New York. 

First international amateur mo- 
tion picture contest will be held in 
Quebec, Canada. Aug. 21 to 23, under 
ausvices of the Syndicat d’Iniyiative 
of Trois Rivieres. A canoe race wil! 
be the subject. 

Fifteen-hour Irish Festival at 
Steeplechase Park. Conev Island. 
Aug. 2, attracted 5,000 rubbernecks. 

Federal Court of Brooklvn ap- 
proved the reorganization pians of 
the Brooklyn Academy of Music. 
Site wobbly for abotit two years. 

Yank contestants booed by N-z's 
at opening of Olympics in Berlin. 
Aug, 1, 

Robert R. Simpson, band leader. 
held in death of girl in New Lor- 
don, Conn., accused after coroner’s 
ineuest of being responsible. Case 
will be tried in Police Court Aus. 6. 

Cable car descending Mount Be>- 
con, N. Y.. Sunday (2) with 40 


suests of Casino there. caught fire, | 


causing $50,000 damage, but no loss 
of life. 

Fiftv-third annual convertion of 
the Dancine Mesters of Amerir1 
enened in New York Sunday (2). 
Lests until Aug. 7. 

Marv Philbin, silent screen stor 
returned from Enr!end 
father, Says she will try again in 
Hellywood. 

Themes Dewey slenthing at S-re- 
tora Srrines to check renorts that 


eoon, ‘runs’ the spa from his Sing 
Sing coop. 





Stephen Roberts. 


i who died two weeks ago, left $200.- 


000 in insurance which will go to his 
widow and two children. 
Payment of $1.000 to Wyoming 


'Netional Guard by Paramount for 


aid given in the filming “The Plains- 


men.’ held up when several of com- | 
| pany’s costumes disappeared. 


Mother and grandmother of Edith 
Fellows, 13-year-old film plaver 
reached an out of court settlement of 
mother’s suit in fF. Mother 


sought t> gain child’s custody from | 


grendmother. 

Notice of intention to wed filed in 
L. A. by Jeen Wood. daughter of 
Sem Wood, film director. and John 
Hic-tand, radio technician. 

Alfred EF. Green. 
sued in L. A. by Ralph M. Fierre for 
$11,G91.£9, who cherges Green 
struck his due to negligence of 
chruffeu™. 

Reno divorce granted Mrs. Helen 
Le-cer. former Zeiefeld girl. 


from Irving M. Lesser, manager of | 


N. Y. Roxy. 
Mrs. Dorothy Jay Corcoran, film 


with her} 


screen director 


screen director, | 


car | 


extra, found murdered in L. A. apart- 
meat. Police held her fiance. 

Oivorce granted Pauline Ratay, 
actress, in L. A. 
| Polly Moran and her husband rec- 
| onciled after he assertedly threat- 
ened to shoot her follow-ng party 
July 15. Divorce action has been 
dropped. 

Suit filed in L. A. by Lila Lee 
charges Seena Owen, former screen 
actress, owes her $2,500. Latter filed 
general denial of complaint and de- 
clared action was voided by statute 
of limitations. 





; civic yammering, use of Hollywood 
Bowl was granted Father Divine. 
| Harlem religious leader. 

L. A. police jailed Ro 
Darling, Indian screen actress, on 
charges of assault and battery. She 
became excited when bumper cf her 


car locked with another and as- 
|sertedly attacked driver. 
| Thelma Hudgens, screen actress, 


denied guilt in L. A. court of drunk 
driving. 

Shirley Temple received extortion 
note demanding $25,000, police re- 
vealed in L.A. after government had 
picked up Sterling Waldro Powers 
in Grant, Neb., who repeatedly con- 
fessed having sent missive. 

Application for reelection filed in 
Seattle by Victor A. Meyers, former 
band leader, now lieutenant-gover- 
nor of Washington. 

Charlotte Henry announced her 
engagement in Hollywood to George 
James Martin, engineer. 





Midwest 


Minna 





Mme. Chrzanowski was 


|her husband, Gabriel Chrzanowski, 
Russian opera singer. 
| Ravinia Park, on Chicago’s north 


| Shore, closed Sunday (2) after pre- | 
moved from their homes in Queens | 
site of proposed New York World's | 


senting five weeks of summer con- 
|certs by the Chicago Symphony Or- 
| chestra, 

Operators of six cafes in No Man's 
Land, unincorporated strip between 
Wilmette and Kenilworth near Chi- 
| cago, were arrested last week for 
| selling beer without licenses. 

University Film Society, recently 
organized at U. of Chicago, will 
| sponsor revival of 50 old-tim>: pix. 
| Two of the 50 flickers will be “The 
Great Train Robbery,’ made in 1903, 
|and Sarah Bernhardt’s ‘Queen Eliza- 
| beth,’ made in 1911. 

Melissa Ballou, piano player in 
Chica7zo niteries. was arrested in Chi 
and charged with disorderly conduct 
when she swam out past the life- 
lines. 


} 
| 





RKO WINS A COUPLE 


United Artists Ball Club a Bust, 
Drops Out 





M.P. baseball league is slowing up 
its activities with only two games 
played last week out of a skedded 
three. RKO beat Skouras 8 to 3 and 
repeated the victory over Columbia, 
scoring 7 to 5. Consolidated vs. MGM 
game was forfeited to former. 

UA has dropped from the list, hav- 
ing won no games. Consolidated, 
Music Hall and RKO remain in the 
1,000 average class for second half. 








MARRIAGES 


Parrish, July 27, in Las Vegas, Nev. 


| Jean Chatburn, contract player at | 


; Metro, to Frank Orsatti, agent, July 
| 29 in Los Angeles. 

| Ruth Rankin, Hollywood mag 
| writer, to David Lamson, in Holly- 
| wood, July 27. Lamson 


Are About to Die,’ at RKO. 
Betty Milford to Ben Oakland in 





|is a songwriter; bride is designer 
for Hattie Carnegie. 
| Charline Anthony to Bundi Dan- 
| will, acrobat, in Chicago, July 29. 
Bride is aerialist with Ringling Bros., 
Barnum & Bailey circus 
Georze Perkins to Payllis Phillips 
, dramet es teacher, at Oneonta, N. Y.. 
| Aug. !. 
,of WEIL. Syracuse. 
Helen Holly, society editor of the 
_ Des Ma:nes Registe~ and Tribune, to 
|}Ed Turner, July 18. Groom is an- 
nounccr on KRNT, Des Moines. 
Virginia Gilcrest, singer, to Al 
|Kavelin, band leader, Aug. 2, in 
Steubenville, O. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Harlan Ware. son. 
July 29, in Pasadena. Father is a 
| writer with Paramount. 
| Mr. and Mrs. H. J. Quilliam, son 
July 24, in Seattle. Father is man- 
ager of KTIRO. 

Mr. and Mrs. Abe Goodman, Aug. 
1, daughter in N. Y. Father in adv. 
dent. of 20th Century-Fox. 

Mr. aid Mrs. Lamar Trotti, son. 
July 2: in Los Angeles. Father is 
‘writer at 20th-Fox on Coast. 


Roe las the ace air-conditioned city in 
After protests, petitions and wuch | : 


Vere | 


Ann Meril, actress, to Dr. Charles ; 


is doing ; 
| screenplay of his original, “We Whe | 


Groom is program manager 


Greater New York Rates as the No. | 
Air-Conditioned City in the Wor!d 


Recent torrid weather in New 
York City not only put air-cooling 
systems to a test but also revealed it 








than 29 residences are offically 
credited with having plants while 
12 industrial installaticns are listed. 

This is among other reasons, 
| therefore, why N. Y. is the greatest 
|} vacation spot in the world, drawing 
the most tourist traffic. 

Exhibs Like "Em 

Not only have more costly air- 
conditioning plants been installed on 
a big scale in picture theatres in the 
last nine months but less expensive 
washed air cooling systems have 

This large number of air-con- | gone far this year to keep houses 
ditioned stores. theatres and build- | comfortable during the hot weather. 
ings makes N. Y. City the coolest | Even these plants have been able to 
spot in the U. S., hot weather or | attract additional business at box of- 
not. Figures indicate that the city | fice. 
has a vaster area that is air-cooled| Of the 15,000 odd film theatres in 
by latest equipment than there is | the U.S. now in operation, a recent 
store space available in most large | survey made by trade organizations 


the world. 

There are approximately 1,100 up- 
to-date air-cooling installations now 
in operation in the five boroughs of 
N. Y., according to official figures of 
electrical companies which recently 
completed a survey. Report shows 
that more than 150 new plants have 
been installed since the first of the 
year. 











cities in this country. 'shows that approximately 715% of 

Literally acres of hotel space in | those with 1,500 seats or more now 
Manhattan are air-treated. City has | use some type of adequate coolin 
{more air-conditioned hotel rooms, |system. In other houses and eve 


cafes and modernistic bars contained in those with 1,000 sc ating or lesser 
in them than found in four or five | capactiy, vast majority of them em- 
of the larger metropol of the | ploy fans or some ventilator system 
U. S. Stastistics reveal that there | to lower the temperature. 

are nearly 400 commercial installa-| Popularity of new variety of 
tions, which includes locations where | washed air cooling plants has aston- 
space is available for public use,|ished exhibitor leaders. Not only 
such as hotels, theatres, restaurants, | have they proved satisfactory in op- 
night clubs, dance palaces, studios, |eration but also highly economical 
department stores, drug stores and | to operate as well as to install. Ex 
| brokerage houses. hibs claim that they reduce theatre 
| Wew York has more than i100 the- | temperatures materially. Aside from 
atres and recreational spots;|the low purchase price, theatre op- 
equipped with modern air-condi- erators have expressed themselves 
tioning plants. as satisfied with cheap operating 

National Broadcasting Co.’s studio overhead. 

, building, which is housed in the 
|RCA office structure, is rated the 
most notable air-conditioned locale 
in the world. Covering 11 floors of 
the RCA building, the NBC studio 
division’s system also extends over 
all the main floor and basement 
level of RCA building. This takes in 
most of cafes, stores and salons on 
these two levels. 

Macy’s store is one of the several | 100. 

{modern department stores to have Stamps are blue and white—Atlan- 
pretentious air-conditioning layouts. |tie City colors—with a bathing 
All the latest bars, drug stores and | peayt in the center and giving the 
cafes are going for air-cooling sys- | gates (Sept. 8-14) of the pageant. 
tems in a big way. Even some of the |-they are slightly larger than the 
5-and-10 cent stores now are air- ordinary mailing stamp. 
conditioned. Recently, an automat 

cafeteria entered the list of spots 
with modern air-cooling. 

Official check reveals that the 
bulk of air-conditioning is centered 
jin the borough of Manhattan and the 
| Bronx, insiallations in Brooklyn, 
‘Queens and Richmond being around 
| 200. 
; Movement fowards air-condition- 
jing in N. Y. has extended to homes 
and factory establishments. More 


York Theatres | 


OPENER ERORET oot. t SE ETTENED TON 











Selling Stamps for 
A. C. ‘Variety Jubilee’ 


Atlantic City, Aug. 4. 
Chamber of Commerce is asking 
the public to help finance the Shew- 
men’s Variety Jubilee next Septem- 
ber by purchasing stamps at $1 per 





Busy Burman 
Baltimore. Aug. 4. 

They are calling him “Three Arm’ 
Howard Burman now. 

He publishes a weekly newspaper 
here, operates the ‘Sho’ Boat nitery 
and has a script, ‘First Night,’ which 
Alex Yokel has optioned for stage 
production in N. Y. 
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0th Street ano Sth Avenue 
LD OVER 


"MARY OF 
SCOTLAND" 


Bpectacu'ar Stage Productions 


TR AN ee 47TH 
Wed. (Aur. 5) 9:30 a.m. 

“JAILBREAK” 
‘oerner Bros. thriller, with 
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| RICHARD PURCELL—JUNE TRAVIS 
CRAIG RIOYNOLDS—BARTON Ma-LANE 




















— 





SECOND WEEK ! 
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On the Stage 





FRANCHOT TONE j RsaTo & MANN 
CARY GRANT ; AL ro and HECTOR and 
his pals. 
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BURLESQUE 


Wednesday, August 5, 1936 





IF THE TALK MEANS ANYTHING, ACTION 


Making Marks on Table- | tone music and finally looked 10 years 


Wheel-Minded Managers | into the future with slow, sad music 

at? }supposed to be popular. Missed on 

cloths as More Competition Looks Probable for | that guess, ‘Leading at Loove wan 
Coming Season 








! Oakland, 











’ D. W. Griffith told by bankers he 
Burlesque competish will be beer~ Carrick, St. Louis, Set would have to pay 20% for coin to 


. : , finance “Two Orphans.’ Fooled ’em. 
ter than usual in the fall if those ‘Put ‘Way Down East’ on limited gen- 
who are talking about wheels fol- 


" , l eral release and financed with re- 
low up the talk with some action. To Try Again i Sept. 


turns from that. 
At least three traveling show offices 
appear likely for the start of the Bill Pickens, owner of Garrick 


season. theatre, only burlesk house in town, 
Issy Hirst will keep his Indepen-/ is expected here from Atlantic City 
dent Wheel going for another sea-|!" the next few weeks to ready 








St. Louis, Aug. 4. Hot weather helped one play spot 
in N. Y. Madison Sq. Garden, con- 
verted into a swimming pool, drew 


$30,000 the previous week. 








BE EXPECTED IN BURLESQUE 


a 
OBITUARIES 


MARTY SAMPTER the entire past year. He was of the 
Martin (Marty) Sampter, 57, died accountancy firm of I, H. Lederman 
; suddenly at the Wickersham hospi- 
tal, N. Y., Aug. 4, of complications 
caused by kidney disturbances. He 
was :n the hospital for about two 
—— Aevitie | C. E. LE SOURD 
I sampter was a veteran vaudeville | : = Stein i) 
eg gt Agent, His nervous eneray | ,C-E.,Le Sourd, $8 secretary of 
kept him on the move nage de ciety, died at Mercy Hospital, Hamit- 
When vaudeville waned he turned ton, O., July 31. following a stdin 
to specializing and the past several | of paralysis 
| years he devoted exclusively to rep- His widow 
|resenting Joe Penner, He is SU | ecother survive. 
vived .by his brother, Al Sampter. 

He was an active Friar. 
Interment will be private. 
ices at Ferncliff, Westchester. 





A widow and two daughters sur. 
vive, 














One sister 


and a 





WILLIAM A. GLASS 
William A. Glass, 26, died at his 
home in Denver following a short 
illness. Survived by his mother and 
a brother. 


Serv- 





PAUL E. DENIVILLE 
Paul E. Deniville, 64, nationally 


son, while Max Wilner is again 


wheel-minded and the I. H. Herk-! 


Abe Minsky combine is mulling week 
Stands and jumps, 

Wilner, who ran the ‘Wonder 
Wheel,’ not very successfully, 
couple of seasons ago, will have 
Emmett Callahan and Sam Scribner 
associated with him this time. Their 
Apollo, New York, will be the home 
Stand. Philadelphia spot has been 
landed, and Buffalo is a probability. 

Herk and Abe Minsky have the 
Gaiety on Broadway and the Gotham 
in Harlem as a nucleus and will 
branch out of town for the balance 
of their time if going wheel. 

Indie Wheel’s New York spot again 
will be the Republic on 42d street, 
although the Minsky brothers are 
now out and house is being oper- 
ated by Joe Weinstock. Minskys, 
when quitting the Republic, stated 
they'll have another New York spot 
of their own this coming season, but 
as yet no deal is known to have been 
closed. 

Hirst made a trip to Chicago re- 
cently for the Purpose of Possibly 
extending the Indie Wheel into the 
middle west. Up to now it has been 
confined to the east. 


WILNER TAKES SHUBERT, 
PHILLY, FOR BURLESQUE 


Philadelphia, Aug. 4, 

Any chance that the Shubert 
might be rehabilitated to resume its 
old place in the ranks of Philly's 
legit houses has been dissipated by 
leasing of the 2,000-seater to bur- 
lesque Oct. 15, 

House tried burley Policy about 
two years ago, but didn’t make a 
80 of it. It has been dark since, 
a fairly serious fire being the last 
Straw that resulted in its folding. 
Maurice Speiser, attorney, engineered 
the current deal, which sees the 


house taken Over by Max Wilner, 
who has the Apolic in New York, 











Film Colony Burlesque 
Try Not Too Promising 


Attempt to 8rab off $10 Zor first 
row seats, $9 for second, $8 for tnird, 
etc., for premiere didn't bring much 
i Way of returns. 


Ehitch Up 24% 








house for opening latter part of 
August, House operated 20 weeks 
jlast season and shuttered when pro- 
longed sub-zero weather crimped 
all amusement houses in town. 
' Pickens managed to net a neat profit 


before ck sing. 
a 





REPUBLIC, N. Y. 


It wouldn’t help the blood pres- 


in on a Republic stock burley show. 
| If there were any cover-uppers ir 
the house last Thursday night, they 
weren't in evidence on the stage. 
Yet, outside of the flesh display, the 
show’s comparatively clean. 
| Lack of dirt is attributable to the 
recent police raid on the Eltinge up 
the street. Since then, and until | 
after the trial, the meat emporiums | 
have toned down considerably, the 
! Republic included, with the result 
that the strippers are hiding a little 
| Something for the sake of any pos- 
Sible coppers out front. 
ut of greater whitewashing—for 
here lies the most 








with their time-worn blackouts. 
They’re dirty, yes, but they’re pure 
as the driven snow 





Square area up unto two weeks ago. 

Comedy is hardly the selling point 
in New York burlesque today, how- 
ever. It’s strippers—and the Re- 
public has plenty of them on tap. | 
If they’re not showing all, 
at least showing enough to satiate 
the Kraft-Ebing patients who habi- 
tate the flesh-pots. Those who shell 
' out 35¢ to enter the Republic aren't 
looking for laughs. 

Thursday was hot, the doors of 
the theatre were open and the fans 
were going, so what comedy there 
was couldn’t be heard past the fifth 
row. 
make an attempt to talk above the’ 
noise. Brownie Sick, Mike Sax, and 
Irwin Selig are the misfit-clothes 
comics, with Danny Morton and Joe 
Wilton (Wilton ‘and Weber of 
vaude), doing straight. 

But of greater number are the 
strippers, who are on frequently and 
have their clothes off with even 
Sreater rapidity. Seems that the 
audiences here has gotten out of 
the habit of applauding, so the strip- 








short snatch of song and off with 
the zippers gown. They flash every- 
thing permissible by the 47th street 
police station. 

Among the undressers are Mary 
Murray, Lillian Harrison, Lillian 
Murray, Alice Kennedy, Toots Bon- 
ner, Pat Paree and Miss Dynamite 
Dell. The names give an idea, 

Besides the featured women, there's 
also the line. And the latter also is 
on a continuous strip. Only one line 
routine in a two-hour show includes 
nearly a dozen in which the chlo- 
rines are demurely masked from the 
waist up. 

Joe Weinstock is now operating 
the Republic (the Minsky having | 
bowed out) and stock shows will 
continue the rest of the summer, 
Scho, 


15 YEARS AGO 


(Continued from page 48) 






































Denver, Aug. 4, 
Elitch amusement park reports a 
24% .increase in Bate receipts over 


last year, with Concessions running 
from 8 to 29% above last season. 


Park cafe reports the best busi- 
hess since 1928. | 


a 


St. Stephen Fair 
St. John, N. B., Aug. 4, 


Cooper and Robins n but now back 


an extra man with a telephoto lens 
hidden in a shack. Got perfect pic- 
tures, 





Exhibs closed 75 N. Y. picture 
houses. Said it was the heat, but 
musician: charged it was a threat to 
them. New price scale was being 
argued. 





Bill Robinson making his bow in 
New Acts. Had been caught as 





The St. Stephen, N. B. exhibition, | 
which is closer to the U. S. than any 
other Canadian fair, will open Aug. 
31 and close Sept. 4. 

Booked for the outdoor show are: 
The Four Queens, Laddie Lamont, 
Johnny Revolta & Co. 
(Me. Band will Supply all the band 
music. 





he has occupied 20 years. 


The Calais formerly 
Dasis of an act. Showed the bar be- 
Stevens is manager, a post | fore prohibition, with songs of 1910, 
lhad the ice cream bar of 1921 with 











as a single after a long stay in Chi- 
cago. Some decided his stair dance 
woul get him places eventually. 


Then used the Stairs from Stage to 


audience level. 


Paul Ash, in ‘Frisco, used the bar 
in the Palace hotel for 






sible conviction— are the comics | Mer. 


50 YEARS AGO 


advertised 
Venice,’ 


National League ball game in Bos-| 


‘Othello,’ 
‘Richelieu’ 
Heart’ for the coming season, 
sure of a brassiere salesman to drop |made money on his last tour. 


(From Clipper) 





James Owen O’Connor. who some- 
times was able to play without a net, 
‘Merchant of 
‘Marble stein from 1900 to 1913. His 
Had | 


and 





known San _ Francisco artist and 
former partner of Arthur Hammer- 
stein, died at his summer home near 











lowing a long illness. Born in France, 
| Deniville resided in San Francisco 
|} Since 1915, 

He was associated with Hammer- 


notable artistic achievements include 
the interior finishings of the main 
library, the city hall and the Federal 
Reserve Bank in San Francisco, and 





ton stopped in the eighth inning | the figures which decorate the Inter- 
(with the score tied) to permit the 


visiting team 


Sam Hague, 


had toured 


years, back in London at St. James | 
Bragged he had not lost a 


hall, 


to catch a train. 





minstrel man, who 
America for several 


night’s performance in 20 years, 


Point _ of 
Mass., 


Forepaugh 


in comparison | tions. Recently had staged 
with the burley shows in the Times | bicycle race. 





Pines note, 





Strong for competi- 


with Adam Forepaugh for referee, 


Forepaugh 





show train in its second 


accident July 30-near Halifax. Broke 


they’re|in two places and 


rolled down 
cars. 
ualties, 


middle section 


8rade to crash the rear 
Not much damage and no cas- 





Miller, Freeman & Oakey circus 


in a spot in Easton, Pa. It was Sun- 


day and the 
notified it it 


pinch if the 


to the train. 
Sunday society 
unload the cook tent, 


Law and Order society 
must not unload until 


The comedians don’t even! Monday. S. P. C, A, threatened a 


animals were confined 
Complied with the 
and did not even 





There were 18 dark houses in| ara in 1915 and she went to work 
N. Y., but the season was due to! 


open in three weeks. Unusual for 
so many to be closed all summer, 








David Belasco came back from 


pers don’t do much teasing at all. A | Frisco to tak 


e charge of the Lyceum | 
| stage for Daniel Frohman. 





Barnum show drew 60,000 out-of- 
towners to Lafayette, Ind. Some 3,500 
saw the afternoon show, 





F. F. Proctor installed a sprinkler 


symtem at 
Brooklyn. 


the N ovelty theatre, 


One of the first. Piped 


the entire Stage area and also in- 
Stalled a skylight to draw flames 
away from the auditorium. 


All theatres 





being renovated. 


Meant they were Swept and the walls 
brushed down. 





- Radio-Films 


(Continued from page 2) 
mailed ‘to producers, local newspa- 


pers 





and all exhib organizations 


throughout the country. 


Resolution 


asserts that the value 


of players and directors to show 


business has 


been established 


through the box office and that as a 


result of 


broadcasting 


activities 


value of “people etherizing has de- 
creased to the detriment of the pro- 


| ducers as well as the b.o. 


Also demands that inasmuch as 
newspapers derive large portion of 


revenue from 


the industry, that they 


ban all broadcasting activities. Some 
exhibits wanted to send letters to 


Publishers th 


reatening to withdraw 


advertisements unless airings ceased, 


but move was 
pending reaction from 


tion. 


held in abeyance 


the resolu- 


It is understood here that several 


middle west 


to the Hays 


York, 


bodies have prepared 


similar resolutions ts be forwarded 


organization in New 


state Commerce and Department of 
Labor buildings in Washington, D. C. 
He also finished the interior of the 
| Pennsylvania Railroad station in 
i New York City, 

Deniville’s widow, the former 
Hilda Clough, a daughter, a sister 
and two brothers survive. Funeral 





Was secretary and treasurer of the 
D. G. Electric Co., Denver territory 
distributors for the RCA public ad. 





Lake Tahoe. California, July 29, fol- dress system, 


EDWARD B. CULLEN 
Edward B. Cullen, 49, member of 


| Pennsylvania Bandmasters Associa- 
most | tion, connected with Mask and Wig 


Club (Univ ersity of Pennsylvania 
theatrical group) and music teacher 
at Girard College, died July 30 in 
Philadelphize of a heart ailment, 

Son and daughter survive, 


ELIZABETH ROGERS 
Elizabeth Rogers, 49, died at the 
NVA Sanatorium, Saranac Lake, 
N. Y. 
Miss Rogers was well known for 
many years in vaudeville and in bur« 





Chelsea, 

had 12 actors and advance 
men on its house staff for the sum- 

danger of a pos- Also hired a ventriloquist; 


a private 
Now had a foot race 


services were held July 31 in San lesque as ‘The Girl in ned. 


Francisco, HENRY UPDEGRAFF 


Henry Updegraff, 47, said to have 
been a stage and screen actor, died 
July 29 in Hollywood of a heart at- 
tack, 





DORRIT ASHTON 


Dorrit Ashton, 63, died in Los An- 
Beles July 25, following a career of 
more than 50 years on the American 
| Stage. She started with her father, 
J. B. ~ shton, and played on Broad- 
way for David Belasco, Klaw & Er- 

langer, A. H. Woods and others, 

In vaude she did skits of ‘Little 
Mother,’ ‘Streets of New York,’ and 
; Hearts Adrift.’ She formed the 
Newton Stock Company in 1907 and 
toured south and southwest. Com- 














RAY READ 
Ray Read; 52. stage comedian for 
many years, died July 26 in Bronson, 
Mich, 
Widow survives, 





Margaret J. McNamee, mother of 
Edward McNamee, head of National 
Screen’s editorial department at 
Gary, Ind., July 29, 


pany was disbanded at Santa Bar- 


















IN FOND MEMORY or 
MY FRIEND 


F. W. VANDERSLOOT | 


Who Died July 30, 1931 


JERRY VOGEL 


Father, 80, of Theda Bara, died at 
his home in Clementsport, N. S. Bur- 
ial in Boston. 














Charles R. Mahiman, 50, one time 
vaudeville actor, died at his home 
in Utica, N. Y.. July 28, 








Wife, 37, of Bob Burns, radio and 
screen comedian, died Aug. 2 in 
Los Angeles. 


eee. 


Chatter 


cmashipiitaien 
(Continued from page 52) 


company of 20 leaving for Boise, 
(daho, this week for location. 

Eddie Cline still goes tor those 
girls’ softball games. : 

Harry McPherson, formerly in 
press department at Warner's, has 
joined Col's Publicity department. 

Tommy Rockwell, who came west 
with Louis Armstrong, is opening a 
Coast branch at Rockwell-O Keefe, 

Sidney Davis, Manager of Amal- 
gamated theatre in Singapore, visited 
Hollywood on trek around the world. 

Warren William and wife vaca- 
tioning at Catalina before he goes 
into Mae West's ‘Personal Appear- 
ance, 

es Skirboll, manager for Har- 
old Lloyd at First National, has 
joined actor’s unit at Par as exec 
biz mer. 

Fred Astaire, scheduled to sail to- 
day (4) for England, plans to spend 
three months with his sister, Lady 
Cavendish. 

Dr. Carl B. Homer, physical direc- 
tor at Metro, back at studio after two 
weeks’ layup in Good Samaritan with 

nee injury. s 

Bob Hussey becomes Bill Thomas 
assistant in Col’s publicity depart- 
ment, succeeding Ken Whitmore who 
went to Par. 


for AmericangFilms. Her husband, 
Charles Newton, also was a stage and 
screen actor. He died in 1926. 
Mrs, Ashton is survived by three 
children, two of whom are now ac- 
tive on the screen. They are Dodo 
Arthur Gale and John 





| Newton, 
Gough. 
Body was cremated, 





ADOLF PHILIPP 


Adolf Philipp, 72, author-actor- 
composer, died July 30 in New York 
after a brief illness. ; 

Born in Hanover, Germany, 
Philipp came to America as a youth, 
First of his comic operas, ‘The Poor 
Nobleman,’ was written in Vienna. 
His first American engagement was 
with Gustav Amberg at the Irving 
Place theatre as leading tenor. 

Shortly after arriving in the U.S.A. 
he organized his Own company, play- 
ing at the Grand Opera House, Ger- 
mania theatre, and later his own 
theatre, the Philipp theatre in York- 
ville. He wrote prolifically prior to 
the war, retiring around 1914 after | 
‘many of his works were produced on 
Broadway with himself starred. His 
last effort was ‘Kultur’ produced in 
1933. 

A sister survives. 














ARTHUR J. HAMILTON 
Arthur J, Hamilton, 59, Denver 
theatre man, died of a heart ailment 
at his home in Denver. Twenty years Eddie Rubin of Radio publicity 
ago he entered the small theatre | Staff planed to Boston to attend ane 
business and was for several years | nual. yee of seven brothers, in- 
employed by the Fox corporation as; ©*U@!ng Benny. ick Collins 
manager of theatres in Nebraska and a. wk, poses soaie yg amy ‘The 
Wyoming. Big Broadcast,’ a broken nose and 
He owned the Ivy theatre, Denver, ' numerous cuts. 
and was interested in several other Maynard Holmes ordered home af- 
neighborhood houses. ter being bitten by dog. He was set 
ne ” ‘Personal Appearance 
wit ae est, 
_ MATTHEW M,. EDELMAN ! Dick Powell appeared in some 
Matthew M. Edelman, 51, certified | seancs of ‘Gold Diggers of 1927’ with 
public accountant with a large show ; his hand in his pocket. He cracked 
business clientele, died Aug. 1, in| up a finger at home. 
New York, after a lingering illness. | ,, ‘Big Boy’ Williams guested by 


: , h home 
Theatrical income tax expert had | )22nk Borzace at latter Prog lo set- 
been hospitalized. off and on, during ie = pho wend Fo eT 

















~ 











oe Gee ae ee (met he ecw 























Wednesday, August 5, 1936 


Cleveland Passes Million Mark: 


Cleveland, Aug. 4. 

Highest attendance figure. so far 
at Cleveland’s centennial expo was 
reached last Saturday (41) when 
70,826 traffic-jammed streets down 
to lakefront to see a match race be- 
tween Akron’s and expo’s balloons. 
Baseball game between Yankees and 
hometown Yankees in civic stadium, 
which ‘is part of fair, helped to es- 
tablish a record-breaking day by 
pulling in 65,342 baseball fans. Best 
previous day was July 5, reaching 
68,256, and figures aren’t doctored. 

Underwritten for $1,250,000 by bus- 
jness men, with enough 50-cent ad- 


mission tickets sold in advance to 
cover that amount, its backers are 
no longer worried about any possible 
deficits. Turnstiles clicked for the 
millionth time July 28, on the 33d 
day of the 100-day, so it’s very likely 
that it will draw expected quota of 
4,000,000 visitors before closing time. 
: May Hold Over 

Talk is now going around in offi- 
cial circles that Cleveland, follow- 
ing Chicago’s example, may hold 
over its expo next year to give in- 
dividual concessionaires more for 
their money. Lincoln Dickey, g.m., 
and most of the bigge:4A promoters 
are more than pleased with results 
so far and national publicity they 
are getting, but some of the small 
fellows, as usual, are crying the blues 
over their investments. If they can 
be assured of capacity crowds for 
the rest of the season, or a break 
next season, there won’t be any 
squawks. 

Around 10 small-booth concessions 
have closed in the ‘Streets of the 
World’ because of over-duplication 
or similarity in nationality exhibits. 
They are being réplaced rapidly with 
different set-ups. Few kicks from 
these exhibitors that the two-bits 
gate charge to ‘Streets of World’ 
was keeping out a horde of possible 
buyers have quieted down as re- 
ceipts jumped up. Local owners of 
‘Sportsman’s Paradise,’ a catch-your- 
own-fish place, folded up after fail- 
ing to catch the fishermen, but they 
are turning it into an artificial ice- 
rink with name-skaters as guesters. 

Showboat Sails In 

Theo DeWitt’s floating Showboat, 
€> a converted ferry-boat, picked up 
after dropping a 50-cent door tax 
and Don Bestor’s ork, which had 
trouble in pulling them in with 
such a high tariff. Swank Admiral- 
ty Club on same boat (exclusive 
membership), is managing to pros- 
per even with highest prices on 
grounds. 

- Old Globe theatre got under way 
slowly but is now one of the best 
money-makers because of good 
showmanship and _ performances. 
Other spots also finally becoming 
Publicity-minded, such as Creation, 
Midget village and Cliff Wilson's 
snake show, with stronger results. 

Rain was the bugaboo at beginning 
of expo; now it’s the terrific heat. A 
cooler August and six national con- 
ventions, plus a horde of late vaca- 
tioners, are hoped to steady the gate. 
Average daily attendance is 35,000. 

Hottest spot in entire fair is still 
Mike Speciale’s French Casino, where 
he gets away with murder in the way 
of bare flesh. Gardner Wilson as its 
p.a. is responsible for all the sen- 
sational ballyhoo which landed 
casino on front-pages until city edi- 
tors became a bit suspicious. Wilson 
framed a gag in which some blue- 
nosed crusader was to crash into 
Place, breaking bottles and forcing 
Toto, glorified sirip dancer, to put 
©n more clothes. Had a Pathe news- 
Teel man on the scene, but blase 
cops were too tired to arrest any- 

y. Latest stunt to put across the 
ho-brassiere shows was Toto’s at- 
tempt to do her dance in only a silk 
hat, a cane and a smile but she had 
to tone it down. 

Funniest one that tickled the so- 
Phisticates was when Mike Speciale’s 
new bride, a former singer, pre- 
tended to get a warrant to force her 
Producer-husband to come home 
©nce in a week. She claimed he was 
s0 busy staging nude shows that she 
had seen him only a couple of times 
Since he opened the casino.. 


Circus Routes 


Week Aug. 106 
é Downey Bros. 
Bin rment, W. Va., 10; Clarksburg, 11: 
tc 8, 12; Cumberland, Md., 13; Hagers- 
wh, 14; Harrisonburg, Va. 15. 














Up All Over Expo Lot 





New Carolina Aggie 
Fair Co. Under Way 


Charlotte, N. C., Aug. 4. 

Carolinas Agricultural Fair, Inc. 
has retained C. W. Cracraft, former 
managing director of the Roanoke 
Agricultural Fair, at Roanoke, Va., as 
manager, and has opened offices here. 

Corporation will stage a fair Oct. 
19-24 on the site of the old Charlotte 
airport, near the city. Tents will be 
used to house the exhibits and a race 
track will be made by the erection 
ef temporary bleachers with 5,800 
seats. Airport hangars will be used 
for exhibits. Erection of permanent 
buildings by 1937 is the aim. 

Henry W. Harkey, president; John 
F. Boyd, vice president; Earnest 
Grad, secretary-treasurer; Elbert E. 
Foster, attorney. 





Hank Rice, Concessionaire, 
Handling Dept. Store Eats 


Chicago, Aug. 4. 

Harry Rice, one of the successful 
concessionaires of the World’s Fair, 
has taken over all restaurants in the 
Boston Store. 

Department store has 40,000 feet of 
restaurants space, including cocktail 
bar, cafeteria, grill room, sandwich 
bar, and marble bar. 








CIRCUS SARRASANI 


Berlin, July 17. 

‘The most beautiful show of two 
hemispheres,’ as Sarrasani styles his 
circus, makes its bow to Berlin after 
an absence of several years. It’s 
not the same show any more, much 
smaller in size and far less elaborate 
in equipment. Retained is that typi- 
cal Sarrasani touch of military 
clock-work precision, and the lack 
of real, jolly circus atmosphere, with 
everything of a stern, awe-inspiring 
air and hardly any comedy. Three 
clowns attempting ribtickling, and 
another three-men clown act with 
the old water buckets working over- 
time. 

What this show needs is more 
comedy and less animals. Schneider, 
with his clowning around 50 lions 
and feeding them in the arena 
could be a lesson. 

All animals presented belong to 
the show. Twelve tigers open, 
trained by Fritz Schultz in the usual 
routine of jumping and posing. 

Two Brunners, iron jaws per- 
formed by woman holding man from 
trapeze is a good act and pleases. 
Eight Akimotos, Japanese acrobats, 
jugglers and ry pow eg interpolate 
with the eight Lui-Gui-Lue Chinese, 
both troupes performing their oft 
seen native stunts without any addi- 
tional novelties. Several old-fash- 
ioned bits, such as the diabolo, the 
foot ladder and the plate spinning. 

Joseph Kugler, high school on a 
beautiful horse comes in for a big 
hand. House ballet of 12 goes in 
for nice terp offerings, gracefully 
done. Dwarf clown Francois with a 
fake giraffe lands solidly as the first 
comedy attempt in bill. : 

Billy Jenkins, cowboy, does trick 
shooting, lasso and whip cracking, 
and rounds with with presenting an 
owl, a crow that catches a few balls, 
and two large eagles, both just sit- 
ting on his head, but a novelty just 
the same. ° ee 

Quatro Brasileiros, equilibrists on 
the swinging trapeze with smart 
head balancings, a good «ct. Sar- 
rasani’s elephants (10), presented by 
Fritz Oehme, who clicks his heels 
every time the. bulls have done a 
trick, are doubtless great as far as 
trainings go, with one standing on 
one leg, another standing on his 
head. 

Sarrasani’s 12 liberty horses are 
also very fine animals, brilliantly 
trained. Three Wortleys (two men, 
one girl) are excellent flying trapeze 
performers, doing twists, pirouettes 
and one and a half somersault, in 
a snappy way. Eight Belleys have 
a good riding act in the style of 
Poodles Hanneford, minus the com- 
edy touch. 

Trio Griollio, clowns, succeed with 
their water-slapstick comedy, though 
overlong. Twelve Romanos, gladia- 
tors including one femme, are bril- 
liant acrobats. Charles Bradbury 
with his mixed up group consisting of 
camels and zebras goes through the 
usual routine. His finish brings out 
another animal, a hippopotamus, 
claimed to be the only one existing 
in a circus, doing a walk-round and 
a few evolutions on a platform. 

Ben Behee’s 12 Arabs close with 
stereotype pyramids. 

Show is a motorized outfit with a 
pour-pole tent, holding 5,000. No 
menagerie, no side show, no out- 
front bally, except for an orchestra. 
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Wirth Spotting Benefit 
! Circus at L. 1. Resort 


Starting next Tuesday (11) and 
continuing for the week, Long 
Beach, L. I, will have a benefit cir- 
cus performance conducted by Frank 
Wirth. Show has been especially 
assembled for the single date. Sug- 
gestion for the event came from 
Philip Kohut, chief of police, and 
the proceeds are to go to the mayor’s 
welfare fund, 

Fund was started for local relief 
during the winter months and will 
be handled similarly after the re- 
sort’s season ends. 


$20,000,000 BOND 
ISSUE FOR N. Y. 
WORLD FAIR 


W. Earle Andrews, general man- 
ager of the N. Y. World’s Fair (1939) 
heads a party which leaves today 
(Wednesday) by plane for Texas to 


give the centennial expos there the 
0.0. Six engineers will go along and 
Lester Stone, assistant secretary to 
the Mayor will represent LaGuardia 
on the trip. The party will study 
the financial setup of the Dallas and 
Fort Worth Fairs and also the hous- 
ing, parking, sanitary conditions, con- 
struction, general layout and hand- 
ling of food, likker and entertain- 
ments. 

New York’s Fair will float a 
$20,000,000 bond issue in October. 
Grover Whalen, president of the 
Fair Corp., is now abroad and will 
go to France next month after cov- 
ering England and Ireland. He is 
planning a trip to South America 
later, 














Politics 


(Continued from page 1) 
trol over the tickets of admission. 
Also, ask the anti-pollists, are the 
types that attend certain classes of 
breadcasts to be considered a true 
cross-section of the voting popula- 
tion? 

Anti-pollists contend that broad- 
casting cannot be compared with 
periodicals when it comes to meas- 
uring influence. A periodical has a 
limited circulation, while a cross- 
country hookup reaches millions. It 
is not merely a question of mirroring 
public opinion but the influence that 
snatchy reflection of such public 
opinion may have on the eiectorate. 
It is a human tendency to want to 
ride with the winner, and if a series 
of studio polls, whether | stacked, 
tampered with, or otherwise, were to 
run consistently in favor of one of 
the candidates the factor of influ- 
ence might be enough to swing the 
election. 

It is also questioned by the anti- 
pollists. whether the results of .bal- 
lots mailed in by listeners would 
serve as a fair index of public favor. 
‘Even this could be highly discrim- 
inatory, since all groups of the lis- 
tening *population aren’t inclined to 
react strongly to loudspeaker pleas 
for letter-writing. 

Results of the forthcoming Lit- 
erary Digest poll for broadcasting 
purposes have already been put on 
the commercial block. The first ef- 
fort to sell it proved futile. NBC’s 
sales department did the submitting 
and Goodrich Tire was the account. 
It was revealed during this piece of 
contacting that the Digest this year 








won't resort to telephone directories | 


| but make use of voting lists, 


Guild 


(Continued from page 1) 

maker, as were a number of others. 
| But right now O'Neill is working on 
;a new thing—seven plays in one, 
| seven full plays to be presented per- 








|} haps in two sections or three sec-: 


tions. 

| The Guiid won't admit it, but there 
were several in camera meetings in 
the 52d street offices of late. If some 
other producer should happen to 
come along and tempt O'Neill away 
from them, then, of course, there 
could be no squawks. Then, of 





fault. 








CONEY ISLAND MARDI GRAS 


It’s Set Despite Preliminary—And 
Usual—Pessimism 








A hot-and-cold proposition the 
Coney Island’s Mardi Gras is set for 
this year beginning Sept. 14. Busi- 
ness men always crying over the 
cost and threatening never to per- 
mit another are again in line this 
season after usual preliminary pes- 
simism. 

Committee now figuring out floats 
and stunts for celebration which 
runs from Sept. 14 to the 20. Day 


before closing Saturday, Sept. 29 will 
see the usual Baby Parade. 


MIX CIRCUS MAY INVADE 
METROPOLITAN AREA 


Tom Mix circus *heading into 
northern New York state may come 
within the: metropolitan district. 
Nearest to the greater city definitely 
booked is Stamford, Conn., but the 
outfit will probably land a Newark 
lot. Mix did well in Jersey several 
years ago when with the Sells-Floto 
show. 

Mix trick was forced out of the 
midwest because of the drought. 
Outfit travels with 100 trucks and 
trailers. 


Michigan State Fair 
Opened to ‘Outsiders’ 


Detroit, Aug. 4. 

Throwing open of exhibits to na- 
tional concerns promises to make 
the annual Michigan State Fair here 
in September the biggest on record, 
advance applications for space show. 
Fair will also serve as climax of 
state’s centennial celebrations, which 
have been in progress in various lo- 
calities for the past two years. 

Previous to this year only Michi- 
gan exhibitors were permitted to 
compete for prizes in livestock, ag- 
riculture and industrial divisions. 

Features already lined up include 
two exhibits by local auto firms, one 
a pageant of progress in transporta- 
tion, which will show development 
of vehicular travel from the oxcart 
to streamlined locomotive; the other 
an entire street in the Fair Grounds 
to display its product. 


R-B-B&B’s $200,000 


Chicago, Aug. 4. 

Ringling Bros., Barnum & Bailey 
finished nine-day engagement at 
Grant Park Sunday (2) in undesir- 
able location. 

Business about 20 to 25% off with 
average daily gross around $20,000. 
Total business for nine days almos 
$200,000. : 























Stay for Midgets 
Norfolk, Aug. 4. 

Continuance for one week was 
granted by Judge Gresham at Vir- 
ginia Beach hearing for operation of 
Midget Auto Races at Cavalier Ken- 
nel Club. 

Residents complained. Track has 
been operating approximately three 
nights weekly. 





GALE’S 3D TERM 
Birmingham, Aug. 4. 
Fournier J. Gale was re-elected 
president and treasurer of the 





Greater Gulfcoast Fair Association 
|}at Mobile for the third successive 
year. 


Fort Worth Expo on its Black Side 
With a Grand Nut of $65,000 Weekly, 
Casa Manana Still Gets Most Com 


Fort Worth, Aug. 4. 

The Fort Worth Frontier Centene 
nial went $15,000 into the black on 
running expenses the first week and 
is expected to do better than that 
when figures are in for the second 
week, ending Saturday, Aug. 1. 
These figures include insurance, but 
not interest or payment on the bonds, 

Attendance the second Saturday 
Was nearly twice what it was the 
first and each day has. shown a 


greater crowd than the correspond- 
ing day of thc week before. 

There are 3,300 persons on the pay- 
roll and the grand nut of the whole 
show is approximately $65,000. 

Casa Manana is drawing best, al- 
though ‘The Last Frontier’ and ‘Jum- 
bo’ are playing to good houses most 
of the time. The ‘Jumbo’ schedule 
was cut to 13 performances a week, 
making only one nightly perform- 
ance on Thursday, to prevent pay- 
ing extra money. 

Paul Whiteman is expected to take 
up an option for a second six weeks 
at the end of his first six-week pe- 
riod. Everett Marshall is in the 
Casa Manana revue for four weeks, 
but the management is expected to 
take up an option for additional 
weeks. 

Churchmen Keep Hands Off 

There has been no movement 
among church people in Fort Worth 
to close up any of the nudie shows, 
as there was in Dallas, where the art 
class was lidded. Sally Rand’s Nude 
Ranch continues to get the best bus- 
iness among concessions, claiming 
more than 50,000 attendance at 25 
cents. Nikki Allen, one of Sally’s 
breeze kissing gals, is putting on act 
with snakes in the blow-off room 
at the ranch. The ranch hands hand 
it to her for this. 

Barney Oldfield has been made 
official host of the Frontier Cen- 
tennial. He meets celebrities in an 
automobile through courtesy of the 
Chrysler Corporation. 

Dr. Herman Ostermaier was 
forced to leave “Jumbo” when he 
received word his wife, Dora Schu- 
mann, famous Bavarian high school 
Horse trainer, was dying in Munich. 
He took a plane for New York, but 
his wife died before he sailed on the 
Queen Mary. His white horse, 


|Dobreas, is out of the show. He is 


expe :ted to rejoin the show later. 

‘Jumbo’ is being readied so it can 
be presented in small theatres or 
large auditoriums after the Fort 
Worth show ends. 


Smallies Do Better 


Smalier concessions are doing bet- 
ter, now that many local people have 
seen the larger attractions. Oland 
Thornton has a row of wheel and 
pitch booths and Sam Salerno has a 
novel pig race, using actual pigs. 
Capt. Kenneth Blake will make three 
high dives daily this week to draw 
more crowds to this concession area. 

Engagement of Isham Jones at the 
Lake Worth Casino cancelled be- 
cause of expo competish. Herman 
Waldman, Texas band, substituted. 

Whiteman and Joe Venuti's bands 
go on 80-station NBC hookup each 
Tuesday night as promotion. 

Dana Sucsse, composer of Casa 
Manana music, announced before she 
Ic*t she will be married, but with- 
held name of the bridegroom. 

John Murray Anderson and Raoul 
Pene du Bois, costume designer, left 
last week for England and the con- 
tinent. Albert Johnson, scene de- 
signer, left for New York. 





Crash Injuries Lay Up 
2 Sims Show Members 


St. John, N. B., Aug. 4, 
George Russell of Sims Greater 
Shows, seriously injured in a bus 
accident at St. Louis, N. B.. was 





taken to Ottawa on a cot from the 
Rexton, N. B., hospital. 
William Brock is still in the hos- 


| Fair has been set for Oct. 26-| pital, recovering slowly from head 


| Nov. 1. 
secretary for the 1936 season. 


RICE HEADS EAST 





East Liverpool, O., Aug. 4. 
Dan Rice circus, motorized, 
jheaded east with New England 


| states the objective. 
Show was in the upper Ohio val- 


course, it wouldn't be the Guild’s| ley this week, playing at Holidays 


Cove, near Steubenville, O. 


E. T. Rosengrant is acting | injuries received in the same crash. 





More for Jacksen 


eckson, Miss., Aug. 4. 
Plans are being made for the con- 


is| struction of three new buildings at 


the Mississippi State Fair Grounds, 

The buildings. which would be 
erected with WPA funds, are a ban- 
quet hall, economics building and 





a new exhibit building, 
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BROKE RECORDS ON RADIO 


In 18 weeks for Zotos last season 







































































‘INCREASED SALES EXACTLY 74’ a 
wrote Mr. NEAL ANDREWS, president of Zotos — 
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conducting his 5 

HOUR OF CHARM MUSIC ~—|.:—:*iYXi= 
an all girl unit of talented musicians and gifted singers for 
Personal Mgt.—HENRY SOUVAINE, 30 Rockefeller Piaza, New York Pir 

AT THE PARAMOUNT, NEW YORK tz 
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